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EAST INDIA PAPERS. | 


or- Readers will find, in Jay 135 of he Firſt Volume, Mr. ED, 
Secretary Dundas g reaſons for defiring that the TAREE _ | 
following important REPORTS of the 'ExrorTt- 
TRADE from GREAT BRITAIN to the EasT INDIES, 
' might be laid before the Houſe of Commons ; he confidered 
' the ſubject to be of the fee 1 conſequence; 25 that theſe 
Reports would afford ; e gs lis the beſt means of formin 
Ee * ment on the great queſtion, which ſoon, he 25 


5 brought under diſcuſſion, ret ing the Company's, 
Ch rter. We have 1555 an 2 Copy 7 = 
a 


Reports, becauſe a thorough and accurate know 
 thas great Export-Trade, is haghty intereſting to al 

Merchants and Manufacturers of Great Britain and Ire- 
| and, the Ae India ock, Sc. 8 


ot RST REPORT. 


your Committee, in entering upon the objects of their 25. 
pointment, have read, and attentively conſidered, the Report 

to the n ot Directors on the agth June laſt, of a conference 

| held on the 24th of that month with the Right Honourable the 

Lords of the Committee of Privy Council, appointed for all. 

matters relating to trade and foreign plantations ; ; they have 

alſo cauſed to be laid before them, minutes of ſuch communi» 

cations as have paſſed from time to time . their Lord- | 

AF and the Company's officers. „ 3 
OL II. E e 2 Yu 


„ 1 0 PARLI AMENTARY. ? Commons. | | 
| - "is appears to be the deſire of their Lordſhips, to receive from 
1 | the Court of Directors every information that can be procured 5 
eeſpekting exports of the produce and manufacture of Great Bri- 
4 tain to India; and the ee f increaſing the amount of 
thoſe exports, under any mode that can be deyiſed, and ſubject 
to ſuch regulations as may be hereafter 2 upon. a 

For the purpoſe of complying in the fulleſt manner with the 

| requeſt of their Londſhips, your Coltnittee apprehend it will be 

neceſſary to ſtate, F . 1900 


iſt. The quantity and value in * * of the ſeveral articles 
e exported by the Company to India, and the profit or loſs 
| on the ſale of thoſe articles in that country. . 
ad. Such information as can be procured reſpetting the ex- 
ports in prone trade, allowed to the commanders and 

officers of the Company's ſhips, and the particular articles 


gd. Such information as can be procured reſpebling illicit 


- 5th. The 


conſu 


madividuals; and the | 
extending the ſame. 


"Your Committee conceive that it will in few inſtances be 
meceffary to extend their enquiries concerning the Company's 
ö exports further back than the feafon 1784+; ; the reftoration of 

peace then enabled the Company to, purſue with increaſed effect 
that regular ſyſtem of commerce, which comprehended amon 
its principal objects the extenſion of the export trade of this 


© Finsr.—The Quantity and Value of the Company's 
+ _ EXPORTS, with the Profit and Loſs thereon. FS 

Conformably to the play which your Committee thus pre- 
*feribed to themſeJves, in the firſt ne thy direfted the * | 
"officers to lay before them accounts of exports, with the profit 


FEC 


important branch of their inquiry, reſalved to prepare an ac- 


| Founded on the followi 
and reaſonable; er 


| lead, copper, and tin, and 6 
Committee do not take them 


6 A oe" 


„ 


But the object in reference to your Committee at preſent, 


_ requires them to aſcertain as nearly as may be the actual amount 


char cable on the expor Us. . 5 | | 
| You Committee, after having maturely deliberated on this 


count of profit and loſs. on the Company's exports to India, 


HS. 
4 


Freight upon the Company's exports, at the rate of . 10 
r ton, in time of peace. Fr WEST 
Intereſt of money for two years, at 4 per cent. per annum. 


| With reſpelt to the article of cuſtom houſe duties charged to 


individuals on imports at the ſeveral preſidencies; viz. 
Bengal — | cent. = = 
Madras — 3 . 
Bombay - — p) per cent; on ſteel, iron, 
per cent on other articles, your 
into conſideration on the preſent 
e e n eee ee 


In deciding upon the le proper to form: the acrount © 
of profit — br your er convinced they att up to 


the wiſhes and intentions of the Court of Directors, while in 
all matters where the doubt of eſtimate will permit, they ſuffer 


the balance of advantage to preponderate in favour of the export 

of the produce and manufactures of this count). 4 
Having agreed upon the principles on which the accounts of 

profit and loſs were to be formed, and communicated their 


reſolutions thereon to the proper officers, the ſaid accounts were 


accordingly 2 and laid before your. Committee; copies 
thereof will be found in the Appendix, No. 1. 9 


From theſe accounts it will 5 as follows: 


5 1 1 Tt 
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Premium of inſurance, at 3 per cent. to all parts of India. 
The charges on fales in India 9 by the title g 
of import warehouſe charges) to be as follows ; vis. 
Bombay —. 2 per cent. N 
The rate of exchange to be the ſame as is adopted in the ac- . 
| counts annually preſented to Parliament; viz. 
| Madras — *' 8, 3 . 
Bomba — 2. gd. the rupee. wo 
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By the Sales of Europe Goods in BENGAL, it appears, © 
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Woollens were 
to 


r 


64,391, 
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Nett lols for ſix years on woollen 
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| 3786's 
2784-5 
1785-6 


1786-7 | 


1787-8 


I 1769-90 ? 


Z. 79,222 
105,297 
91, 809 
37.679 
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Geek N 


Nett profit 


on metals 


for ſix years 


2 |£-2,313- 


1,140 
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22,874 2274 
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| SEASONS.| Woollens ſold. | Wett profit. | Vert loſs. | Percent. 


1783-4 C. 26,983 | C. 611 |  — 7 711 
846 | $4225 1% 99 — | 7#- 
$6] 2593441] - 49 |; =. | 
W. , — „„ 
87-8 22,974 | 1,141 4 ; — 63 
88-9 | 21600 | Bg | — |. 555 


[£-141,26g 4.653 21 
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$1cowp.—EXPORTS in PRIV ATE TRADE allowed 
to Commanders and Officers. 


The next to which your Committee turned their atten- 


tion, was the Private Trade of the commanders and officers of 


— 1 in the . s ſervice. Thoſe perſons are 
to occupy a certain proportion of the tonnage, 


g * Bar 3 to their reſpettive rank. 


he tonnage allowed oft the outward-bound voyage to the 


| commanders and officers of ſhips of 755 tons burthen and 


wards, amounts to 87 tons per ſhip. * ſmaller ſhips the 
lowance is proportionably diminiſhed, See Appendix, No. 2. 
The Company reſerving to themſelves the excluſive export 
3 cloth, woollens, copper, military and warlike ſtores, clocks, 
toys, or 'other articles ornamented with jewels, and bullion ; all 
other articles of commerce have remained free for the com- 
manders and officers to chuſe ſuch as they may deem the moſt | 
profitable. - 
Every commander and officer mull 1 in a written application 
to the K of Directors, ſtate the tonnage and value of the 


ſeveral articles which he ſolicits their permiſſion to export _ 
the above- mentioned indulgence in 11 905 trade. 
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Had thoſe applications contained a true ſpecification of the 

tonnage and value of the goods propoſed to be ſent to India, 
your Committee might have been enabled to furniſh the Lords 

_ of the Committee o ie 4 Council with material information ; 
it would have, gone very far in affording grounds for computing 
2 105 of any probable augmentation of Britiſh exports to 
But your Committee are informed, that the private trade ſo 
carried to India conſiderably exceeds, both in tonnage and 
value, the amount of privilege granted by the court. And this 

\.. excels is, as they are informed, ſo different with reſpeR to va- 
rious ſhips, and ſo fluftuating, as to baffle all computation. 
Deprived of full information on this important point, your 

Committee will not hazard any conjectures as to the amount of 
tte exports in private trade; they muſt content themſelves 
with ſtating to the Court ſuch fats as have come to their know- 


t 4 7 wa? 
2 k 
55 
8 7. 


; 25 are, viz. 2 8 3 
Anchors Confectionary Milline Snuff 
Bar Iron Copper Mathematical Sadlery 
Bulgia Hides Dru and Muſical Steel 
Brandy Earthen Ware Inſtruments Sheet Lead 

Beer Fun d + Smale): 
Boots & Shoes Glaſs Ware ' Orfidew - Sword Blades 
Braziery Gunpowder Oil Sͤtationary 
Buntin SGlaſs Beads ' Perry © ShipChandlery 
Block Tin Ginſeng Painters Co- Turnery 
Cyder ' . ne e 
Cherry Brandy Gold Thread Plated Ware Pig Lead 
Sold Lace Plate Glaſs Rod Iron 
HFaberdaſhery Perfumery Tin Plates 
fl n ! 
Hoſiery Pruſſian Blue Wooden Toys 
Hardware Prints Window Glaſs 
Ironmonger7 ene Wrought Plate 
„ Lines & Tum Nm inn, 
Lead Shot Red Lead White Lead 
Carpets Mancheſter Remnants of 
Cloth Cuttings Goods Cloths 


The Articles of which the Export in Private Trade conlifts, 
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The eſlimated amount of thoſe exports, founded on the 
quantity actually regiſtered in the applications to the Coùtt 
from the commanders and officers, is as follows ; viz. | 
4 210410 ' 
5 139, 8(0 
139,340 
122,490 © 
118,939 
118,910 
124,050 : ; 


In addition to the articles of private export already enume- 
rated, a large allowance ſhould p be made for naval and 
military ſtores. This will be more fully diſcuſſed hereafter. 
The viQtualling bill and ſtores allowed to the commander of 
each ſhip, although very conſiderable, and more than ſufficient - 
78 for the voyage, your Committee apprehend is very much ex- 
* ceeded; and as it contains many articles of manufacture, &c. 
N which would in all probability not be carried by ſhips of any 
other deſcription, at leaſt to ſuch an extent, a copy of the ſame 
will be found in the Appendix, No. g. „ 
If it can be admitted that the exceſs of exports in private 
trade, over and above the quantity and value ſtated to the Court, 
is nearly in the ſame proportion in each year, à curious fact 
offers itſelf, well worth attention: wo Bens, 
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FR The-valay in the year e is longs; in-5506 in i e 
: ed; and was . 8 5 0 | 
ry On the 25th of November 15 89, a petition was preſented - 


from the commanders of the ſhips arrived in that year from 
Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, in behalf of themſelves and their 
officers, repreſenting, that in conſequence of the markets in 
India having been over-ſtocked, they had ſuffered in many in- 
ſtances almoſt to ruin, by the ſale of their inveſtments from | 
3 Europe; they therefore prayed the Court to remit the pay - EY 
56 ment of the pany's duties in India on their inveſtments. 
ſs The governments of Bengal and Madras had been ſatisfied * 
te of the truth of theſe allegations, and the hardſhip of the caſe; 
55 and the Court, entertaining the ſame opinion, reſolved to com- 
ply with the petition. ©  * „ $525 
Such inſtances are rare, and may therefore be admitted as 
ſome teſt of the real ſtate of the Indian markets. 2 
For when the value of the exports in the years 1786, 6, and 
7, is compared with any former or ſubſequent period, it is 
| matter of ſurprize that an exceſs, ſo comparatively trifling, 
i ſhould over Lock the Indian markets; and that a dimunition 
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ſio inconſiderable in the ſucceeding years ſhould bring thoſe 
markets to ee der g nn, EI 
In conſequence of a plan propoſed by David Scott, Eſq: for 
improving and extending the commercial concerns of the Com- 


1 pany, a report was made on the 19th Auguſt 178g, by a'Com- 


mittee appointed to conſider the ſame. That Committee in 
their report recommended to the Court to offer to the com- 
manders of the reſpective ſhips all ſurplus tonnage whatſoever, 
under certain conditions; the Company however reſerving to 
themſelves, excluſively, the articles of woollens, copper, mili- 
tary and warlike ſtores. The Court of Directors reſolved to 
comply with the recommendation of the Committee. Public 
notice of the Court's reſolutions was given in the Gazette, and 
in the other ee papers. A copy is annexed, together with 
an account of the eſtimated additional tonnage exported by the 
commanders. and officers ſubſequent to that period. See Ap- 


TüIRD.—-ILLICIT TRADE. 
The Illicit Trade, properly ſo termed, conſiſts in the export 
of goods on board the Company's ſhips, contrary to prohibi- 
tion, and alſo on ſhips fitted ont in the ports of theſe kingdoms 
for India, by individuals, without the licence 6f the Company. 
For your Committee preſume that the export of Britiſh 
manufactures and produce by foreigners, in foreign ſhips, and 
from foreign ports, cannot be dre comprehended ws the 
deſcription of illicit trade. Should a Britiſh ſubjeQ have an 
intereſt therein, it is the perſon that renders the meaſure ob- 
jeftionable. III 8 
It will be impoſſible to diſcuſs fully the objects of this report, 
without taking theſe points into gönſideration: your Committee 
will ſtate the beſt opinion they tan form thereon, ariſing indeed 
_ chiefly from conjetture; for here your Committee pag, ver 
of materials ſo correct as thoſe on which they hope it will be 
found other parts of this report are ground. 
With regard to the quantity and value of illicit trade on 
board the Company's ſhips, and the articles of which it conſiſts, 
no certain information can be obtained. t. 1 
But your Committee have been enabled to procure the ma- 
nifeſts of two ſhips fitted out from this country by individuals, 
in order to proceed to India without the Company's licence. 
Copies of theſe manifeſts form No. 5, in the Appendix. 
f any general principle can be aſcertained from the particu- 
lars of the two cargoes above-mentioned, it is, that a very ſmall 
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part in bulk and ins conſiſt in manufactures; the remaining 


| articles of which thoſe ee compoled, are conſidered in | 


various parts of this report. - 
Ye tins, preſume that the whole of the illicit trade 


may be claſſed under the heads 6 q 


© ManufaQtures, Naval Stores and; 
Mets, e Stores, | 


Fornrn. TONNAGE. unoccupied. on | the Com 8 
QOQutward-bound ry v 0 


Vour Conjtiſitivs have ſtated the beſt 1 that can be 
rocured, relative to the quantity and value of the exports to 
Fadia; in the produce and manufaftures of this country: it no 

becomes ae to examine the quantity of tonnage unoccu- 
pied in the ſhips, by which thoſe exports are conveyed. | 

1 here your eee muſt obſerve, that of the charter- 
ed tonnage of each ſhip, the Company reſerve to themſelves a 
proportion, on which no freight outwards-is charged; this is 
denominated free tonnage, and does not include t privilege 


of the commander and officers, 


For the remainder of the ſhip's tonnage, or ſo much thereof 

7 ſhall be occupied, the owners are paid freight, at the rate of 
r ton, under the denomination of ſurplus tonnage. 

he preſent obje& of the Committee's reſearch con- 


fined to India, they have; in the following ſtatement, omitted 
the tonnage of ſhips = to China direct. The number 


of thoſe ſhips, in each ſeaſon, will however 0 found in a ſepa- 


rate column. 4 
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In the above ſtatement, the full extent of allowed private 
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trade privilege is computed as actually carried; it may be ob- 
jetted to this, that in the avowed uncertainty, as to the amount 


of private trade exports, poſſibly the full tonnage granted may 
not always have been occupied: ſuppoſing the fact to exiſt 
(which your Committee do not believe is the caſe) it will be 
remembered that the Company's faith is w_ to the com- 
mander and officers of each ſhip for a ſpecih | 
tonnage, which cannot be otherwiſe appropriated ; therefore in 
forming a calculate of ſpare tonnage, the whole extent of- that 


indulgence ought to be conſidered as filled. 


_ | Beſides, your Committee have already ſtated 28 their opinion, 


that 87 tons per ſhip is far below the quantity really carried. 


Ik it ſhall appear poſſible to augment the export of Britiſh 
manufactures and —.— on board the Company's ſhips taken 


up in the regular mode, the means of conveying the exports 


muſt be tound either in the r tonnage before mentioned, 
or by altering the deftination of ſhips intended for China direkt, 
and conſigning them to touch at Bombay and Madras in their 


e nature and importance of the Company's Trade with 
China render it neceſſary for one ſhip of the ſeaſon to be dif- 
patched thither direct, with remittances and early advices. The 
remainder of the ſhips for China may touch at Bombay, or 
Madras, without further inconvenience than the payment of an 


additional freight and demora 


It will be ea ily perceiyed, , 4 during Peace there may be a 

quantity of ſpare tonnage ; but the caſe is totally the contrary 

in time of War, the military recruits for India then occupy ſa 

great a ſpace on board the ſhips, e ſhould there be even a 
0 


moderate fleet in India, the whole 


the Company's remai 
tonnage is not ſufficient to carry nearly the mat of — 6 
and military ſtores neceſſary for the operations of war; and _ 
inftances have occurred when the Company, for the conveyance. 
of their exports to India, have been obhged to engage a quantity - 
of tonnage conſiderably larger than what it could be ſuppoſed 
ſhould be returned filled with import cargoes, even under the 


moſt ſanguine expectations. 


Fir rn. For the Purpoſe of aſcertaining what Endea- - 

* * * 'vours have been uſed by the Company at Home and 
Abroad, to encreaſe and extend the CON SUM. 

- TION of . BRITISH MANUFACTURES, ſome 


% 


detail becomes neceſſary. 


y * 


indulgence in 


The Court of Directors had reaſon to be very much diffatis- *B 
th the conduct of the Board of Trade in Bengal, who, 
Sk de 7 
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as inſtituted in the year bay 4, correſponded ponded diregtiy with them; 


in conſequence the Court formed a new plan for the eſtabliſh. 
ment of a board at eact - of the Preſidencies, whoſe correſpon- 


dence with them was to 'paſs through the medium of the re- 
fpeftive governments; The firſt inſtruQtions for the proceedings 
of the ſeveral boards were tranſmitted to India in the year 


9 8 d 
[This period therefore bounds the eech of your Com- 


mittee in a certain degree. Some matters of importance will 
occaſionally be found to claim a deviation from this rule. 
Should it be deemed neceſſary for your Committee to carry 
their inquiries further back than the period alluded to, there 
will be no difficulty in adducing numerous inſtances, to ſhew 
that the Company have ever paid the utmoſt en to the 
* rt of Britiſh produce and manufacture. 
urther inſtructions, of the purport above mentioned, were 
likewiſe ſent at a later period, and accompanied with ſtrong 
recommendations to all t Preſidencies, to — "aj poſlible 
endeavour in promoting and extending the fale of Europe 
goods, particularly the manufactures — produce of Great 
ritain; at the ſame time patterns were ſent of the different 
manufaRtures of Mancheſter, Norwich, and Halifax ; the Pre-- 
ſidencies were directed to examine the whole, to call for the beſt 
information and aſſiſtance that could be obtained, and to ac- 
quaint the Court of Directors of the reſult of their endeavours. = 
It appears from the correſpondence, that all the Boards of 
Trade have conducted themſelves with alacrity, zeal, and abi- 
lity, for the purpoſe of fulfilling the wiſhes the Court; they 
have not re ts endeavoured to promote a fale for export 
at the ſeveral | Prebdencies, but extended their views to forei 
countries, either contiguous, or where a communication could 
be opened for this laudable purpoſe. 
The Government General of Bengal 
a trade with Aſſam, which it is much feared will ſearcely en- 


tend beyond the article of ſalt. 
That government have been ſtill leſs fortunate i in their efforts _ 


for — — to eſtabliſh. a commercial intercourſe with 


Thibet, through the Bootan country. 
Nor is Sale want of ſucceſs in theſe inſtances ſurprizing, 

when we advert to the obſtacles they have had to encounter on 

a ſimilar occaſion from the Rajah of Benares. | 
The Bengal government ſay, * The Rajah was, like moſt of 


the chiefs of this country, too jealous of his own perſonal 


importance to aſſent wit y wo.” to rules, which included 
the very neceſſary regulation of Jas own conduct; and too 


f. n the ruinous d conleqyences to 


« his 
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his on private intereſt, which muſt ultimately. ariſe from an 
* irregular and capricious ſyſtem of government,” - 
The obſtacles experienced in the province of Oude, before 
the Commercial Treaty was concluded with the Vizier, are of 
another deſcription. The Hong Board of Trade mention the 
difficulty of forming an eſtabliſhment, without either poſſeſ- 
« ſing an influence which would militate with the entire free- 
© dom left to the Vizier, in the internal management of his 
country, or elſe being expoſed to the interruptions and injuries 
« incident from the lawleſs ſubjects of a weak government.” 


The Preſidency of Fort St. George looked chiefly: to the 


Myſore country; and they ſtate very explicitly, that the great 


decreaſe in the ſale of woollens is to be attributed to. the inter- 


_ courſe with that country having been ſtopped ſince the late 


War. 7 


A plan was formed for eſtabliſhing a commercial warehouſe: 
at Tanjore; and the Court of Directors addreſſed a letter to the 


Rajah upon the ſubject; but Mr. Huddleſton, in the plan he 
originally propoſed, does not appear to expect that it can be 
Carried to any extent. fo Bus an SAL 
In conſequence of our late alliance with the Nizam, the 


Board of Trade. at Madras are endeavouring to introduce 


European articles into his dominions; the event of this under- 
taking cannot be known in England till next ſeaſon. 90 

Buſſora, and the other ſettlements ſubordinate to Bombay, 
have been ſupplied with woollens from that Preſidency; the 
ſale in thoſe places muſt ever depend on the political ſtate of the 
. government under which they exiſt, and the tranquillity of the 


country. The Court, in their letter to Bombay, of the 4th 
July 1777, noticing the ſituation of affairs in thoſe parts, ſay, 
« We are very apprehenſive, when the Perſians find that the 


« merchants and inhabitants have no more money, they will 
begin with our ſervants, which happened ſome years paſt, by 
e which the Company were conſiderable ſufferers.” _, 
They ſtate, that they are diſpoſed to withdraw their eſtabliſh- 
ments, having been ſo often deceived by the Phirmauns, that 
« we have no expectation of redreſs.” V | fatal heh 
If Buſſora is given up to the Turkiſh government, as 
before, we permit in ſuch caſe that a reſident be ſent there.” 
Bombay is well ſituated for cultivating a commercial inter- 
courſe with the populous and extenſive empire of the Marattas; 
this object was recommended by the Govenor General, in the 


ſtrongeſt manner, to the attention of. Mr. Malet, the. Reſident at 


Poonah, who appears to have entered into the inveſtigation with 
i. 
Mr. Malet, in his letter to the Governor General, dated Bo 


FD. Tb “ 19 
8th of Auguſt 1788, obſerves, that © the government of Bombay 
« have long enjoyed a dormant privilege of importing annually, 
„into the Maratta country, goods to the amount of one lack 
« and an half, duty-free, which he has mentioned to them, but 
from their ſilence concludes it cannot be an object worthy their 
« attention: | | as, An . 
The concluſion of this letter is very remarkable: Mr. Malet 
ſays, * I am inclined much to doubt the prafticability of improv- 
« ing or extending our commerce, by any extraordinary means 
« adopted for that purpoſe; and as I believe the common courſe 
« of cauſes, ariſing from the ſtate of ſociety, has already ope- 
« rated its utmoſt effects, and will continue ſo to do, ſo do 1 
« think that an endeavour to improve or extend them, would 
© rather tend to awaken jealouſy and ſuſpicion of our intentions, 
than to anſwer the liberal end propoſed. 55 
This letter is ſo important, ind ſo juſtly deſcribes the difficul- 
ties to be apprehended in proſecuting our commercial purſuits, 
under the native governments, that your Committee have annex- 
ed an extract thereof in the Appendix, No. 6. We 
With regard to the ſales made at the ſeveral Preſidencies 


the within the period to which your Committee now limit their 
uce reſearches, and even during a great number of years previous 
ler- thereto, your Committee can give the Court no pleaſing intelli- 
ths ence. OE . 
ay, 3 The advices from India on this ſubje& preſent a tireſome nar- 
the rative of circumſtances which prevent their progreſs, and a 
the profit on the ſales; too often they even ſtate a total failure in 
the the demand; that demand is ſo capricious, even for metals, but 
4th ſtill more for woollens, that neceſſity compels the Preſidencies 
ay, - to offer thoſe articles for ſale at limited prices, well knowi 
the that any endeavour on their part to force a ſale; would be attended 
vill with mh moſt ruinous conſequences.—So far from the Preſi- 
by dencies being able to augment theſe ſales, they complain gene- 
1 rally of an evident decreafe with reſpe& to woollens of every 
ſh- denomination; at the ſame time they admit that the demand for 
hat metals had increaſed conſiderably, with a probability of being 
5 ſupported and even extended further. I "th 
as The letters from the import warehouſe-keepers in India, to- 
* gether with the occaſional remarks of the boards of trade, will 
ter- furniſh ample detail on the ſubject of woollens; it will appear 
as; that large quantities have remained for years in the Company's 
the warehouſes unfold. © Aa, grabs gave bares dra, 
tat. On the 19th January 1789, the Preſident and Council of 
ith Fort St. George acquaint Fa Court, that after all their efforts, 


\_ "HF finding there remained on hand 781. bales of former years, and 
the that 954 bales were expected by the ſhips of the 2 way | 
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reſolved to uſe every means in their power to promote a ſale, 
but they could find purchaſers for no more than 20 bales, and 
thoſe at a price under prime coſt. „ 
As they could perceive no proſpett more -advantageous, 
. whilft the communications with the Myſore country was ſuſ- 
| pended, they agreed to ſend gya bales to Chin. 
It appears, by a letter quoted on the Bombay conſultations, 
and dated the 10th November 1786, that the quantity of wool- 
lens cleared in the three preceding years, was no more than 
1, 600 bales, or 5g bales annually, _ . 
The government of Bombay, on the 24th December 1789, 
enter fully into the ſubject of woollens, and expreſs much un. 
_ eaſineſs at ſeeing ſuch a quantity as 1,938 bales of cloth, and 
343 bales of Jong ells, periſhing in the warehouſes, year afier 
year; after ſtriving ineffettually to procure a ſale, it was pro- 
doſed to ſend of 495 of theſe goods round to Bengal; but as the 
te of the markets there was equally unfavourable, this ſcheme 
. W 
ith re to the patterns lent to India in 1780, it | 
to be the _ that 3 of them will anſwer for the general 
conſumption of the natives; but that fome Mancheſter goods, 
to a trifling amount, might be ſold; of this your Committee 
will ſpeak hereafter. „ 1 
For the purpoſe of aſcertaining with preciſion how far the 
Company have exerted themſelves in ſupplying the conſump- 
tion of woollens in India to its full extent, your Committee 
have annexed accounts to ſhew the 2 remaining on hand, 
. the quantity exported, and the quantity ſold, for ſeveral years 
paſt. See Appendix, No, 7, No. 8, and No. . 
| From theſe accounts it plainly appears, there has been at 
all times in warehouſe more than ſufficient to ſupply the 
demand. 7 | 5 5 
The cauſes to which this unpromiſing appearance on the ſale 
of Britiſh manufattures may be attributed, differ at the ſeveral 
Preſidencies. In ſome inſtances theſe cauſes are accidental, 
but it is much to be feared that the moſt material are perma- 
nent. POR, | | 
The alteration in the rate of exchange for Bengal and Bom- 
bay, operates materially to the prejudice of the account fales, 
when compared with thoſe of former years, particularly the re- 
duQtion of the Bengal current rupee from 25, 6d. to 25.: as, 
however, two-ſhillings will be found rather to exceed the real 
value. of the rupee, there can be no reaſon for increaſing the 
_ rate of exchange. 7, 
_ The government of Bengal attribute the decay in this branch 
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of our traffic, to the · diſordered ſtate of the Upper Provinces z. 
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To the burthenfome:impoſts in Benares and Oude (on which 


we ſhall obſerve hereafter); and , - | "I 
| To the injudicious and irregular mode of conducting ſales at 


the Preſideney : This has ſince been remedied. _ 

The Government of Fort St. George ſtate, as a reaſon pecu- 
liar to that Preſidency, the communication with Myſore having 
ces Ü]ũ n . v Woo. 

The Preſident and Council of Bombay obſerve upon the de- 
cline of the demand from the Marattas, that the accoutrements 


a 


for the Maratta cavalry are not now made of woollen cloth, as | 


formerly, but of chintz. 


An occaſional: prejudice 40 this trade aroſe at all-the Prefi- 


dencies from a circumſtance to which your Committee have 
alluded in, a former part of this rt, viz. The increaſed im- 


portation in particular ſeaſons by the commanders and officers 


of the Company's ſhips, as well as by foreigners. This over- | 


ſtocked the markets. : „ 
But ſerious ground of apprehenſion, as to the ſucceſs of the 


vend for woollens in India, is to be found in an obſervation 


made by the Preſidency of Madras; ſpeaking of the natives, 
they ſay, ! Their dreſs is ſo ſimple, and little ye ct 
being obliged by the rules of their caſt and { 

« a particular mode of apparel.” © 5 
Your Committee feel 15 much intereſted in this ſubje&, that 
they muſt intreat the Courts attention to ſome further obſerva- 


o 


tions they have to offer. 5 


to adhere to 


From the tenor of the correſpondence reſpeRing the various 


attempts made by the Preſidencies in India to promote a com- 
mercial intercourſe. with the neighbouring powers, it is evident 


that a free intercourſe of that nature muſt be imprafticable, if not 
eſtabliſhed on the faith of treaties, or under the protection of a 


military force. 


The latter alternative being out of the queſtion, your Com- 
mittee will conſider the effefts derived to commerce from tre- 
ties with the native powers of Indoſtan.  _ f 8 
Your Committee have already ſtated, that the declining ſtate 


* 


treaty with the Vizier on the 25th July, 17 8, in conſequence 


2 


pendix, No. 9g. 5 | | 
The only articles of European manufaftures or produce 
enumerated among the exports from the Company's dominions 


of which all difficulties were expected to be removed. See Ap- 


to the Vizier's country (in the th article) are © broad cloth, iron, 


Vol. II. 
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of your ſales of Britiſh manufaRures in Bengal was partly attri= | 

buted to the burthenſome impoſts in Benares and Oude. - ' - 

Since that period an arrangement has been formed with the 
Rajah of Benares, and Lord Cornwallis ſigned a commerical 
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copper, and lead: With reſpeft to the manufactures of iron, 
copper, and lead, and the cotton piece goods, alſo mentioned in 
the hiſt of thoſe exports, they are preſumed to be the manufac- 
tures of India. ha f oF BH ; 5 | 
The gth article impoſes an additional duty upon all goods not 
peu ſpecißed: The care and „ which this 
treaty is drawn, leave no room to ſuppoſe that any European 
articles ſhould be rendered liable to this additional duty. as goods 
not ſpecified; and it may be fairly concluded that the Governor 
General conſidered broad cloth, iron, copper, and lead, as the 
only European articles of export to Oude and Furrackabad 
worthy of attention. : | 5 IE Ws 
Your Committee naturally looked to this treaty for à favour- 
able effect on the ſale of Europe goods in Bengal, and anxiouſly 
peruſed the letteis from that Preſidency ſubſequent to the con · 
cluſjon of the treaty. They were diſappointed in finding no 
deviation from the complaining language of former advices; the 
difficulties of effecting a ſale fo the unceaſing topic. 
Great as the importance of this treaty is to the internal trade of 
India, it failed completely to produce an increaſed demand for 
the manufaftures of Britain. | „„ 
Mr. Malet, in his letter of the 8th Auguſt 1788, above men- 
tioned, moſt ably and judiciouſly explains why the diſcuſſion of 
a commercial ſcheme at the Court of Poonah would be inexpe- 
dient, and even dangerous. See Appendix, No. 6. 1 
Il.ittle ſagacity is wanting to diſcover the imprafticability of a 
cornmerieal intercourſe with the Myfore country.—The views 
of an India defpot are altogether political; and ſuch has been the 
extreme jealouſy of the Engliſh nation entertained by Tippoo 
Sultan, that during the interval between'the two wars, he not 
ee the introduction of Britiſh manufactures, but 
forbade his ſubjetts to ſell us the produce of his on country. 
Four Committee are therefore ſatisfied that the ſate of Britiſh 
manufactures in the dominions of the native princes cannot be 
augmented, unleſs ſanctioned by treaty; and they entertain great 
doubt whether any material augmentation would refult even 
from fuch protection, except for military purpoſes. IN 
Previous to any remark on the internal conſumption of 
Europe goods within the Britiſh poſſeſſions in India, fome obſer- 
vations on the Raple manufactures at home become neceſſary. | 
The firſt in point of importance is the article of woollens, to 
which the greater part of this Report will apply. . 
Others conſiſt in articles made of cotton and of ſilk; theſe 


are made better and cheaper in India. 1 
Linens, none of which are uſed, except canvas and ſome 

* coarle linens; callicoes, &c. being much better adapted to the 
Earthen 


ran , fon as 


* 


1 


Earthen ware, which cannot afford freight for ſo diſlant a. 
voyage, particularly the common ſorts. bl 1 
All manufactures made from metals come under the ſame 
deſcription, except naval or military flores. e 
There is reaſon to believe that both the two laſt articles of 
earthen ware and manufactures of metal, can be made cheaper 
in India, owing to the very low price of labour; and a doubt 


ariſes with regard to the natives, whether the ſame prejudice 


does not exiſt (at leaſt in ſome degree) reſpetting the veſſels 
they uſe, as hy dreſs they wear. 1 DT RE 
Under theſe circumſtances, your Committee are decidedly of 


opinion, that the greater part of the exports to India conſiſts 


ia 
WooLLEns,  Mcxrars, | 
Naval Ad D Military STORES. | 


The remaining articles are of trifling amount in compariſon; 
almoſt wholly for the uſe of Europeans, and cannot be intro- 
2 as part of the general conſumption of the natives of 
India. Ws „„ 

Sufficient proofs have been adduced, to ſhew that the Indian 
markets have not 'only been glutted with woollens, but that 
every endeavour has been uſed to force a ſale. . 

hat notwithſtanding the diſcouraging advices from India, 
the Company have baue, in their export, without much 
variation in point of quantity, couceiving that an uniform de- 
mand and export were far more . 


ial to the manufacturers, 
than capricious or unequal exertions. . 

Inſtances have occurred when the ſale abroad has almoſt 
ſtagnated, and particular articles have been totally diſuſed. The 
manufacturers having repreſented the diſtreſs to which they 
ſhould be ſubjected, unleſs relieved by the Court of Direktors 
purch part of their flock, which was unſaleable at any 


other market, the Company have, on theſe occaſions, contri- 
buted in the moſt liberal manner to their relief, and augmented 


the exports accordingly. 

The principles which have ever aQtuated the Company in 
their encouragement of the export of Britiſh-manufaQuure, are 
fully explained in a letter written to Bombay, ſo late as the 
21ſt April 1790. This was before any diſcuſſion with regard 
to the export trade was in contemplation. Your Committee 
beg leave to annex an extract of that letter. See Appendix, 

0.10, 5 | | 

It is remarkable, that when the. commanders of the Com- 


pany's ſhips were labouring under the diſadvantage of a ghuted - 


market at Bombay, and ſtated to that Government the hard- 
WE Ld | D 2 | _ Tbips 
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| ſhips they ſuffered in compariſon with foreigners, who they 
| alkged Lola import 2696 and warlike ſtores, which 2 

prohibited to ſubjects of Great Britain, they do not complain 
againſt the prohibition which extends equally to woollens 
Iluhis circumſtance can only be accounted for upon the 

opinion entertained by your Committee, and which pervades the 
whole of this Report, .viz. That there is little probability of 
increaſing the conſumption af woollens in India, and therefore 
that article is not wag © warth the attention of the commanders 
and officers in the aſſortment of their private trade. '. > + 


+» The fine cloths are for the uſe of Europeans, but their amount 
is ſmall. The demand for coarſe cloths is by far the moſt coh- 
ſiderable. They are appropriated to cloathing for the army; 
ſuch as are ſold to foreigners are almoſt entirely of the inferior 
ſorts, and uſed for the ume pi i even a conſiderable pro- 
ortion of the fine cloth is for the uſe 6f the military officers; 
In ſhort, it is to be feared that no reduction in the price of wool- 
Jens will increaſe the conſumption in a country where ſo many 
- ſubſtitutes for that article are found better ſuited to the climate, 
and more congenial to the cuſtoms and prejudices of the inha- 
bitants. VV W e 
Your Committee, in the progreſs of their inquiry, have had 
but little occaſion to touch upon the ſubject of metals. It is con- 
ceived the information deſired by the Lords of the Privy Coun- 
cil on this point, may be comprized in a ſmall compaſs. Beſides, 
the demand from India having been encouraging, the Company 
have increaſed their exports of this article in a very unuſual 
manner, as will appear by the account hereunto annexed. . See 
Ps, No. 11. : op LIFT e 
In the diſpoſal of metals na great ingenuity, nor extraordinar; 
_ exertions are requiſite. It is ſufficient to be acquainted pars 
the form and the degree of fineneſs of the article required by ihe 
natives, and to take care that public, ſales be made at ſtated 
ene ſufficient to ſupply the demand; all this has been done 
y the Company. ' _ | FX nd | 


The effort made by the Company, when they came forward 
to relieve the diſtreſs of the county of Cornwall, by exporting 
alarge quantity of tin to China, having ſucceeded beyond their 
expectations, there is no doubt but that the meaſure will be pur- 
ſued in a proper manner. 1 
Vour Committee obſerve at the ſame time, with particular 
ſatisfaction, that no 3 has been made in India againſt the 
quality of the Corniſh tin. The indent from Bengal requires 
250 tons, and that Preſidency obſerves, that the coſt ſhould be 
leſs than C. 75- 108. 8d, per ton (when received*into the Com- 
pany's warehouſe in Bengal), for the purpoſe of excluding the 


/ 


truſt may be carried to a conſiderable d 


ment will ſee the propriety and even t 
e 


f 
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Malay tin wholly from the market, The indent from. Mad 1 5 . 


demands se T.. CE ER 
If it ſhall hereafter become a national object to export a large 
quantity of tin at a low price, perhaps it may be prudent to meet 


its arrival in India with a moderate duty on the Malay tin; it 


muſt however be conſidered, whether the Malays might not reta- 
liate, and check the ſale of opium in the Eaſtern ſes. 
The Company have lately eſtabliſned a copper coinage in 
this country, for the ſupply of India, and with a view to add 
manufacture to ſo an an article of produce, which they 
of extent, and prove 
a ſubſtitute for the Japan copper, which has hitherto been ſup- 
plied by the Dutch. = 5 | a 
The next obje& of diſcuſſion is the export of naval and mili. 
tary ſtores, which have at all times conſtituted a very conſider. 
able part of the illicit trade. 45 | | | 
This ſubje& received the fulleſt conſideration by the Court, 
during the laſt ſeaſon. © In conſequence of a plan preſented to 
them by David Scott, Eſquire, an arrangement was formed 
under the Preſidency of Bombay, with a view to attract the 
commerce of India to that place, in conſequence of the ſuperior 


advantages to be found there in the repair and. outfit of ſhips. 


With this view, the Company will export all ſorts of naval ſtores 

for ſale, that are neceſſary for trading ſhips That deſcription 

of ſtores comprizes by far the greater part (in reſpett to tonnage 

or bulk) of the exports hitherto made in what are termed naval 

and military ſtores; it is therefore hoped, that the meaſures now 
adopted may contribute to throw the whole of the ſale into the 

hands of the Company. T3 | „ 

At all events your Committee are E that Govern- 

| e neceſſity, of continu- 

rt of thoſe articles to the Company; and 

of adopting any f meaſures that may be deemed eſſectual 

for that purpoſe. | | 


It would have afforded much fatisfaftion to your Committee, 


ing to confine the 


had they been enabled to ſuggeſt ſome. plan for. augmenting the 


export of the manufaQures and produce of Great Britain to India, 
in conſequence- of the recommendation from the Lords of the 
Committee of Privy Council. 7 0 | 
Your Committee have conſtantly had in view this grand objett 
of conſideration, in all they have fubmitted to the Court rela- 
tive to | _ e 5 
The exports by the Company; e 
The exports bo Britiſh a foreigners; , 
The probability of ſale and conſumption in India; and, 
The ſtate of the Company's ſhipping. 133 5 


1 


In the progreſs of your Committee's enquires, conſiderations 


pate in the export trade, would not anſwer thoſe liberal ones, 


e 
x 
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perpetually aroſe which induce them to think that the idea 
Tuggeſted by their Lordſhips, of ſuffering individuals to partici- 


nor produce thoſe beneficial conſequences; which their Lord- 


Hips had in contemplation. - Your Committee deemed it in- 


cumbent on them to enter fully into the inveſtigation of each 


- branch of their inquiry, in order to aſcertain the real and uncon- 


querable obſtacles, which, in the opinion of your Committee, 


will ever prevent any increaſe in the confumption of the manu- 
 Taftures of Great Britain, except through the medium of the 


Company. And of this fat your Committee are fully convinc- 


ed, however reaſonable might be the expeRations of an increaſed 


export to any other country, not poſſeſſing, like India, raw 


materials in the higheſt perfection, and millions of ingenious 
and jnduftrious manufacturers who work for one fifth part of 


the wages given in England. _ 


Under a firm perſuaſion, that the meaſures purſued by the 
Company will prove much more advantageous to the manufac. 
turers of Great Britain, than any efforts to be made by indivi- 
duals, your Committee cannot recommend to the Court to 


meet their Lordſhips with any ſpecific propoſition. Vour Com- 


mittee ſubmit that it be repeated to their Lordſhips, that the 
Wer N A chearfully try any experiments their Lordſhips 
may be pleaſed to ſuggeſt, as they are deſirous at all times of 


exerting every endeavour to promote the advantage of the 


export trade of this country, and the general proſperity of the 


Britiſh empire. 


But if your Committee cannot recommend to the Court to 
meet the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council with a 


ym propoſition, it becomes peculiarly neceſſary to offer 
uc 


h remarks as have occurred to direct their judgment, in the 


hort time they have had to conſider the ſubje&t. They will 


therefore proceed to ſtate ſome general obſervations. 
It ſeems to admit of no diſpute, that in caſe the conſumption 


of Britiſh manufactures in India could be increaſed; it muſt be 


by means of the natives. 


The Europeans in India are comparatively few in number. 
It never can be an object for the public, to open the export 


trade, with a view to the conſumption of ares. copia in India. 


Thoſe perſons are well acquainted with the articles manufactur- 
ed or produced in Europe, with which they are amply ſupplied, 


either directly or indirettly. 


It will appear, from what has been already ſtated in this 
Report, that the moſt ſanguine expectations can. ſcarcely look 
to the natives of India for the accompliſhment of our yl 

e ; ir 


— : * 5 
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Their hiſtory, from remote times, affords us no ground for ſuch / 
expeftation: The uniform unvaried narrative of complaint is, 
that Europe has ever been drained of bullion for P ymerit of the 
luxuries of the Euſt. A moments reflection wil * that the 
products of India can only be obtained in return for the bullion 
of Europe, or as a tribute to conqueſtt. £6 
If recourſe be had to the fituation of the Company, previous 
to the acquiſition of the Dewannee, when their views were 
purely commercial, and when India abounded in wealth, it will 
be found that they laboured under extreme difficulty in the 
diſpoſal of the manufactures and produce which they exported. - 
And they were further obliged to fend large ſums in filver, 
ſometimes to the amount of C. 4 or C. 500,000 a year, to com- 
| pleat their inveſtment for Europe. | 
Your Committee do not attribute the preſent increaſed ſale 
of Britiſh manufadtures and produce to a ſtronger predileRtion 
in the natives for thoſe articles. Among other cauſes, the im- 
menſe increaſe in the number, and the luxury of Europeans in 
India, muſt be particularly adverted to. | my 
An opinion 22 that individuals are capable of exer- 
tions, to which the Company may not be adequate. Dt 
It happens fortunately that means exiſt to aſcertain this point 
with a tolerable degree of preciſion. . 5 
Your Committee have procured the particulars of aſſorted 
cargoes, dated at Bombay, in December 1789, and December 
1790, which are chiefly compoſed of metals, naval and military 
ſtores, and liquors; the remainder being articles of luxury for 
the uſe of Europeans. See Appendix, No. 19.  _ 
Your Committee alſo beg leave to refer to the cargoes of two 
ſhips fitted- out for the purpoſe of clandeſtine trade, in Appendix 
No. 5, mentioned in a former part of this Report. 5 
With reſpett to the articles in which foreigners cart enter into 
7 25 with us, your Committee are ſatisfied they eon- 
in e hes 
Inox, Wings, Canvas, CokDb ACE, VC 
Aus, NAVAL AND MiLITART STORES. ; | 


None of which it is preſumed have been in the contemplation N 
of their Lordſhips: Foreign countries can always fupply canvas 
and cordage at a cheaper rate than we can. FEES | 
The foreign trade with India has undergone a total change 
ſince the acquifition of the Dewannee by the Engliſh,' It is no 
_ a commercial adventure; it has long 8 almoft 
wholly agency, an agency for tranſmitting to Eu the 
fortunes of Britſls tadpvidarals,” Whenever r Sven — 
appeared, it has generally conſiſted in the home wurd - bound 


0 
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cargo, and that for Britiſh account. On theſe occaſions'the ſhip 
_ uſually belongs to the agent, whoſe object is to charge the whole, 
or as much of the freight as poſſible, upon the homeward cargo; 
conſequently he has an opportunity of exporting from Europe, 
free of freight, or at leaſt at a very moderate rate.—The ports 
whence ſuch ſhips are fitted out for India, are thoſe where 
- Britiſh manufaRures abound, and where they may be delivered 
at an expence not exceeding g per Cent. on their coſt in Eng- 
land. And there is no prohibition in India againſt the impor- 
tation of Britiſh manufattures by foreigners. -'  — _ 
Therefore, ſhould. the Company have been negligent, or the 
commanders and officers of their ſhi inattentive to their own 
' Intereſts, by failing to ſupply the Eaſtern markets with the full 
extent of their demand, it is evident that a channel has ever been 
open for tranſmitting Britiſh manufattures to India. : 
The proſperity of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company has ſtimu- 
lated the governments of moſt of the maritime countries upon 
the Continent, to form ſimilar eſtabliſhments; their views na- 
turally were to introduce their own manufactures and produce, 
and to participate generally in the benefits of that trade. They 
have, however, found the exports very limited in their extent, 
and that any lucrative advantages to be derived from the trade 
depend, at this moment, as ink, eh depended from the remoteſt 
period in commercial hiſtory, altogether upon the imports. 
Not having the ſame means of procuring the products of the 
Eaſt, as the Engliſh and the Dutch, other foreign Companies 
have either totally failed, or are in a very declining ſtate. 
| '- What has happened to foreign Companies muſt be the fate of 
individuals at home, ſhould they be admitted to a participation 
in the commerce with India, The phrenzy of ſharing in the 
trade to India will enſnare unwary perſons, whoſe rage for 
adventure will be productive of their ruin, before they diſcover 
their error. 3 Te Oe I bow | 
In every part of the Eaſt, the ſtrongeſt reliance is placed on 
the Company as to the 2 and meaſurement of the articles 
exported by them.— The obſervation applies particularly to 
manufactures. The Company's mark on the outſide of the bale 
zs a ſufficient pledge to the buyer for its contents. An indivi- 
dual exporter cannot expect from the natives of India that im- 
plicit confidence in his good faith—and perhaps be may ſome- 


o 


times fail to deſerve that confidence. CE 
From ſuch conſequences the ruinous effect to the trade may 
be eaſily foreſeen. ; AND oe MH, 
Other difficulties, though of an inferior kind, muſt ariſe from 
a commercial experiment, tried through any other medium than 
chat of the Company. , WIE 2 
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From the ſtatement given of the Company's rs nan. | 
| to 4. 


rs, that in time of profound peace there is much 
War dgring war thirs b Ber ” NEED 


Shouldprivate ſhips be ſuffered to proceed, they may poſſibly 


be ſold abroad, of; in conſequence of inſufficient ouifit, be un- 
able to return to Europe. In that caſe the officers, ſeamen, and 
paſſengers, not being under the controul of the Company, * 
remain in India, enter into foreign ſervice; and fubjett us to all 
the ill eſfebts which the preſent ſtrit prohibition of unlicenſed 

perſons was meant to remedy. | | 


But there cannot be a doubt, from ee of found - 


icy; that ſhips navigating the Indian ſeas, in a commerce 
ws. Great ain wed India ought to belong excluſively 
either to Government, or to the Company. Now ſhould the 


manufaRures require additional tonnage, and conſequently incur 


the expence of full freight out and home, your Committe have 
the fulleſt conviction that every idea of their exporting to advan« 
it inland bn „ 
f indivi permitted to export for their own a t. 
it is reaſonable to hope that all expectations of the Company 
continuing their exports to any extent will be abandoned. And 
n muſt r this a —— of 
inſinite importance to the country. Diſcouraging as the advices 
IE — 
ips wi | the aſes of woo | 
It is. poſſible that in a courſe of competition one article of 
manufatture may be ſubſtituted for another; but your Com- 
mittee 2 from what has been ſtated in this Report, that 
ſuch a {ſubſtitution would not, in all probabili become an ad- 
dition to the conſumption of India: in that cafe one individual 
will gain what another loſes. But this cannot be deemed an 
advantage to the public. ä | os As 
It may not be improper here to obſerve, that our export trade 
is of great convenience and advantage to the public through the 
medium of the Company, by furniſhing the means. of procuring 
inveſtments in India; its beneficial extend to the com- 
merce, the navigation, and the revenue of this country. At the 
lame time it facilitates, in a material degree, the liquidation of 
our debt in India, contracted in conſequence of * late and 
re ee 0 : i | 
luffices to ſhew the danger ariſing = individuals authorized 


ro 
to explore the ſeveral paris of India, under pretence of promot- 
ing the ſale of Britiſh manufaQures, and not being der ths 
controul of the Company; ſuch a meaſure may not only em- 

vor. II. E | broil 
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broil us with the native princes, but may lead to colonization; an 


event highly injurious to our country, and to India. The en- 
ergy of the European character becomes impaired in the firſt 
generation, and is ſoon totally extint. This is ſtrongly exem- 


pliſied in the deſcendants from the firſt diſcoverers, and the 
conquerors of many parts of India. 5 $3 1 


It ought to be conſidered, that the Company wan lung great 
advantages over individuals in the diſpoſal of Britiſh manu- 


fluadtures, in conſequence of their numerous eſtabliſhments in 


every part of India, formed either for the purchaſe of their in- 


| veſlments for Europe, or for political purpoſes. e 
That they have hitherto charged no freight on their own 


exports, and ſuffer large quantities to be carned freight-free by 
ther officer. 1 PT Og ne ogy 
That numerous (inſtances appear when the markets abroad 
have been over; ſtocked; but none where thoſe markets have 


wanted a ſupply, under the preſent ſyſtem. 


The admiſſion of individuals to participate in the trade, muſt 
naturally tend to damp the exertions of the Company; and this 


is a matter of moſt ſerious importance to the public intereſt. 


In addition to the facts ſtated by your Committee, and the 


 Femarks which have occurred to them thereon, they beg leave 


to call the Court's attention to what has been the opinion and 
conduf of Government towards the Eaſt India Company, at 
iods when the reaſons for combining every power, commer- 
cial and political, to produce one great effect, did not exiſt, and 
when the balance of the Company's trade to India was againſt 
„„ „„ HE ID gn ett 5 a 
So early as the year 1600, in the infancy of the Eaſt India 
trade, the propriety of rendering it a monopoly became evident 
to Queen Elizabeth. This ks thus early acknowledged, has 
been ſince conſidered as an axiom of Government. Whenever 


. 


it has been departed from, the evils ariſing from the innovation 


have proved their own cure. | 1008 
Under reigns ſo different as thoſe of the Stuarts, and William 


the Third, this monopolized commerce continued to be guarded 


by very ſtrong meaſures of government. | 8 
The nation even thought neceſſary to make it a ſtipulation 


in che Treaty of Vienna (concluded in 1 731) that the ror 


Charles VI. ſhould, in favour of the Britiſh monopoly, give up 
the Oſtend Company, his favourite ſcheme, in protection of 
which he had long ſhut his ears againſt the clamours of Great 
. 
The ſhort periods for which the charter bas been, from time 
to time, renewed, prove that however experience might con- 
vince, as to the advantages of an clave trade, ſtill _ 


— 


5 „ . 5 ; 33 
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exiſted in Government a laudable caution with reſpe& to the 
| E benefit, in preſerving a power of reſumption at a ſhort 
2 this caution, the Company's monopoly, in deriving its 
| ability, derives its glory; for repeated charters; royal procla- 
mations, and acts of parliament, have ſanctioned the wiſe policy 
The emergencies of Government, and that prudence; which 
ſometimes preſcribes a temporary ſacrifice to popular prejudice, 
have indeed, at ſome periods, ſeemed: to favour the views of 
individual adventurers. But theſe appearances laſted no longer 
than the neceſſity which extorted them. It was rather a con- 
nivance than a licenſe. | | 
Neither does it appear that theſe individuals ever ſucceeded 
in their ſpeculations. They bought at a high price, from the 
poverty of the ſtate, or the venality of its members, a permiſſion 
to ruin themſelves. | To a 
There occurs only one inſtance that forms an exception to 
the uniform opinion of Government on this great and important 
commercial point; it is e e of Oliver Cromwell, about 
the year 1653, to lay the open. This bold experiment 
terminated as might have been ex , it confirmed the Pro- 
tector in the wiſdom of that policy which he doubted. —The 
monopoly was re-eſtabliſhed, and the Company's temporary 
abolition became, in its conſequences, their triumph. 
 _ Your Committee muſt apologize for the length of this 
Report. But the magnitude of the object ſeemed to render 
ample detail abſolutely neceſſary. | „ 
They cannot conclude in language more expreſſive of their 
ſentiments on this important branch of our national commerce, 
than that of the charter of the 12th April 1686, for continuing 
the Company's excluſive trade; viz. © Being fully ſatisfied that 
s the trade cannot be maintained and carried on to national 
« advantage, but by one general joint ſtock, and that a looſe 
« and general trade will be the rain of the whole.” 1 


. SMITH BURGES. 
ES te F. BARING. | 
12 India Houſe, OHN HUNTER. 

1, September 1791. WH HINST 

„ aa HUGH INGLIS. 

JOHN MANSHIP. - 


W. 
5 | 2 8 


time Since the date of the preceding Report, by the arrival of the 


con- Hawke from Madras, your Committee have received copy of a 
there letter from Sir John e at Hydrabad, dated the 24t 
„%% ful > 2 


February 


” 4 


* 
** 
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February 1791. in anſwer. to the a lication he was directed to 
make for the e of inducin Nizam to receive part of 
the Peſhcuſh in the produce and manufactures of Europe, 


This letter contains ſuch important and correct information 
relative to the temper and diſpoſition of the native princes in 


India, at the ſame time that it confirms, in the fulleſt manner, 
every idea which has been ſuggeſted of the difficulty which at- 
tends the forming any commercial intercourſe whatſoever with 
thoſe princes, and the little probability of benefiting to any ex-. 
tent, even if ſuch an intercourſe could be eſtabliſned, that your 


| "Committee beg leave to annex an extract from that letter in tha 


Appendix, No. 13. | 
Rs | . SMITH BURGES, 
| | F. BARING, 
Eaſt India Rouſe, 5 . MANSHIP. : 


th September 179 1. JOHN HUNTER. 
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ö APPENDIX, No. 2. 
A  « Tonnage allowed Commanders and Officers. 
* : . Tons, Feet. 
8 | Commander 1 — J 5 
= Secon ate — — — 
Tad Mate — . 
1 Fourth Mate FEY ww ww 
4 Fifth Mate — . 
124 Purſer — — 9 — 
| Surgeon —_ — 3 — 
18 Surgeon's Mate — — 2 — 
1 Gunner — — 1 — 
18 Carpenter | — — 1 — 
| 8 Carpenter's Mate „ 10 
5 ho. Four Midſhipmen, each - 10 1x — 
18 Four Quarter Maſters, each - 10 1 — 
FE Captain and Ship's Steward, each zo — 20 
50 Captain and Ship's Cook, each 10 — 20 
ja. Caulker — — 2 10 
of Cooper — — — 10 
5 Armourer wha 1 
1 Sail Maker TT.... > ov: mY 
| « Midſhipman and Coxſwain — — 10 
7 1 5 87 — g 
* JOHN HAFFEY. | 
— x 1 8 | 
218 APPENDIX, No. 3. | 
Vas iing-Bin and Stores of the Ship Captain bi 
55 Commander, Burthen Tons, | 
| Men, Guns, bound for : 
; ; Viz. 
* UE ALE, Beer, Wine, "or other 
Liquors, in Caſks or Bot- 
| [7 tles, for the Uſe of the Com- 
hl fb mander's Table, allowing 
42 252 Gallons, or g6 Dozen | 
; 5 Quart Bottles to the Ton Eleven Tons 
7 be Beef, Pork, Bacon, Suet, and re OO 
| | Tongues =» » Twenty-five Tons Fs 
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Beer, Strong and Small, in 8 i 
Caſks (not os) - Twenty eight . 
Breed Mir Thouſand Weight 
Butter » Tharty Firkans | 
Brandy and Engliſh Spirits Io Hundred and Fift ty Gallons | 
Billet Wood - * Twenty-five Thouſan 
Brimſtone . Tuo Hundred Weight 
Coal” - =" Fifteen Chaldron © 
Candles - Hh Dozen Sees 
Cheeſe 1 « - Fifty Hundred Weight ; 
orga and Drugs = Fifty Pounds Value 
Canvals - = Twenty Bolts 
- Confeftionary = = Three Caſes 
Flour . 5 - Seventy Hundred Weight 
Fiſh per Tale - Seven Thouſand 5 
Grocery „ - Thirty Hundred Weight 
Gunpowder - - Fifty Barrels 
t - .. - co © Dow” ZN. 
Iron for Store Four Tuns 
Lime juice 5 One Hundred Callont 
Lead Shot of ls. | Tide Hundred Weight - 
Muſtard Seed Fa Ten Tn | | 
Oatmeal _ = Fifty Bu | | 
Oil, Sweet and 5 - 07 5 * Gallons 
Oats, Barley, and Bran Three Hundred Buſhels 
Oranges and Lemons. - Six Cheſis | 
Oilmen's Stores Five Caſes 
Peaſe = — OneHundredand Eighty Buhl 
Pitch | = Twenty Ba rrels 
Red and White 1 and 
Salmon - Five Barrels 
Roſin - © =» Six Hundred Weight 
Spare Cordage - Five Tons 
Sheet Lead for Store Two Tons and a Ha If 
Salt, White and Bay - Forty Buſhels 
Stops | - Tuo Cheſts 
Tobacco - | Twenty Hundred Weight 
Tobacco Pipes - - One Hundred Groce 
Tae: :- = = Twenty Barrels 
Turpentine 3 = Three Barrels 
Vinegar - Six Hog ſheads 
Water, what ſhall be thought . 
fit, but not leſs than Forty Tons 
Alſo one Caſe or Caſk of 8 + 
Brandy or Strong Waters ; 
for each Seaman, not ex=  _ 
Six Gallons 
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Boatſwain's, Gunner's, and Carpenter's Stores, as uſual, that 


| are not particularly before mentioned, ſeeing them to be ſuch. 
% ͤ VVV 
the 178 By the Committee of Shipping of 
1 „„ the Court of Directors. 


APPENDIX, No. 4. 


At a COURT of DIRECTORS, held on Wedneſday - 


Extraf of the Report from the Special Committee, appointed to 


conſider the Regulations propoſed by Davio Scorr, E/q. for 
improving the Company's Commerce. | : 


13. YOUR Committee, however, ſee no reaſon to alter thoſe 
regulations under which the commander and officers are per- 
mitted to participate in the commerce of the Company at pre- 
ſent ; but they are of opinion that all ſurplus tonnage whatſo- 
ever, and to all parts of India, after ſufficient room 1s reſerved 
for kintledge, all weighable and meaſureable goods, merchandize, 
king's ſtores, paſſengers, and uſual prives for the Company's 
officers, ſhould be offered to the commanders of the reſpective 


ſhips upon the following conditions, and with permiſſion to load 


any ſorts of goods whatſoever on ſuch ſurplus tonnage, woollens, 


mittee truſting that ſufficient and ample room will always be 
reſerved for the recruits, as the moſt eſſential object for the pre- 
ervation of the Britiſh empire in India. | | 


14. The conditions which your Committee propoſe to annex _ 
to ſuch privilege are, that the commanders pay the proceeds in 


ſpecie, bonds, or any other of the Company's ſecurities, into the 


treaſury where they import in India for long bills, as at preſent 


granted to the ſubſcribers of the bonded debt. 


At a COURT of DIRECTORS, held on Wedneſday 
| . - the ad December, 1789ũ1ꝶ99199:it: 


ON a MorT1oN, 


Reſolved, by the ballot, That the Court of Directors, in order 
o give every encouragement to the Britiſh manufattures, have 
come. to ſeveral reſolutions, of which the following are particu» 
arized for the uſe of the public; i 5 . 
Not. ,., H To 


copper, and military and warlike ſtores excepted ; your Com- 
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To increaſe the Company's exports to India, to the utmoſt 


| Wy 


extent in their power, for which purpoſe they have directed an ] 
- augmentation to the inveſtment for the preſent ſeaſon, of above ( 
two thouſand five hundred tons: | | . I 
Jo allow the commanders and officers of their ſhips to fill up, J 
freight · free, all ſuch out ward tonnage as may be unoccupied by I 
the Company: Bo | 5 E 
To allow the Company's ſervants, and merchants reſiding V 
under the Company's protection in India, to fill up ſuch home. V 
ward tonnage, as may be unoccupied by the Company, at a rea. L 
ſonable freight. 5 D 
. Ordered, That the foregoing Reſolutions be publiſhed in the | 
London Gazette and Morning Papers. 
EAST INDIA HOUSE. 
. December 2d, 1789. | Al 
The Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants 
ol England trading to the Eaſt Indies, do hereby give notice, 
That in order to give every encouragement to the Britiſh 
manufactures, they have come to ſeveral Reſolutions, of which 
the following are particularized for the uſe of the public: 
To increaſe the Company's exports to India to the utmoſt M 
extent in their power; for which purpoſe they have directed an Th 
; - augmentation to the inveſtment for the preſent ſeaſon, of above 
two thouſand five hundred tons :. 1 col 
To allow the commanders and officers of their ſhips to fill, 72 
freight-free, all ſuch outward tonnage as may be unoccupied by 22 
the Company: wh | ba 2 
To allow the Company's ſervants, and merchants reſiding 10 
under the Company's protection in India, to fill up ſuch home. 133 
ward tonnage, as ay bo unoccupied by the Company, at a rea- 4 
ſonable freight | Ee 2 
CO”. By order of the ſaid Company. 2 
THOMAS MORTON, Secretary. WW © 
Account of Extra Tonnage carried out in Private Trade by tit 2 


Commanders and Officers of the re Ships, in conſequence 


of. the Advertiſement in the Public Papers of the 2d December, 
5 * ; Tons. Feet. 
Francis - - Captain R. Burrows «40 | — 
Earl A venny J. Wordſworth 4 22 20 
Lord Thurlo - -  W” Thomſon: - 30 
Earl Fitzwilliam — Ja- Dundas 3 - . : 10 
5 = Prince 


8 
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| | Tons. 5 
Prince Will® Henry - R. Dundas 45 — 
ueen AY Peter Douglas - 32 — 
_ # je C. Chriſtie, Chief Mate 9 — 
Princeſs _ Captain George auen = 24 — 
Ditto — - 1 e Elliott, Sur 5 
Henry Dundas Tho- Dundas, Chie Mate 2 20 
William Pitt - Captain Charles GR. * 06 — 
Warren Haſtings =» . Larkins =» 20 — 
Lord Walſingäaam ames Young | - 1 10 
Ditto - — 0 Kerr, Surgeon , 1 20 
Tons — 245 == 
1790. | | Tons. 
Alion * ä o | 


Captain WX Parker : 10 
APPENDIX, No. 6. 
Man , Outwards of the Lonp Noxrm, ce called the 5 


DAPHNE. 
. ©. w. 
72 Coils Cordage 594 3-8. 20 C 
22 Caſes Glaſs 14 Ton Shot, large 
2 Puncheons Rum 4 Large Cannon 
10 Bales Canvas | 'D. on s Shot 
133 Maſts rs n Chandlery 
4 Bales Sail Cloth = : — uarter 
2 Whiſkyes and . 9 Packages, Sandes 
1 Che 12 Bales of Sail Cloth | 
60 Hhds Beer 1 | 63 Swivel Guns ö 
18 Looſe Blocks 3 Caſes, Copper ö 
46 Bdles. Blocks | 1 Box Plate | 
20 Non Cannon 10 Barrels Gunpowder | 
Ha Particulars 
} 
; 
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Particulars of Goods in the Sr. JosE EH, from Offend. 
40 Tons, Iron 1 


— 


unh ů ͤ˖ . 
.. 187 Grapnails, 12g Anchors (26 Bags and Cafks Corks) 
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. WROUGHT IRON. 
G60 Tons, Iron KY P 
6 Trunks, 2 Parcels 
11,979 Plates Copper | : 
1 1 Coach and Harneſs, 1 Ditto Ditto Eh 
1 Chariot, 2 Chaiſes and Harneſs, 2 Coaches and Ditto 
1 Body, 3 Chariots and Harneſs ou 5 
23 Packages | | 
4 — Caſks Rum 
94 Bales 5 
2 Bales] Scarlet Cloth 
100 Caſks Beef, 66 Ditto Pork, 12 Ditto Suet 
27 Buſhels Wheat, ground, 350 Bags Bread 
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APPENDIX, No. 6. 
Extrad of Letter from Mr. Malet to the Governor General: 


. 


Auated Poonah, 8th Auguſt, 1788. 


I SHALL endeavour, by a flight ſketch of the genius of this 
Government, as far as it relates to the ſubject, to meet the uli 
mate object of your Lordſhip in Council, of enabling you to 
form a judgment how far the ſtate of our commercial inter. 
courſe with it is capable of improvemetit to the advantage of 
both, etl] — ag 1 5 

The Peſhwa adminiſtration is, in every att, more or leſs influ- 
enced by that avarice which ſo invariably and ſo ſtrongly marks 
the Bramin character, while mean in its genius, and graſping in 
its policy, it frequently miſtakes the mode of gratifying its ruling 
paſſion, Averſe from, and probably ignorant of, the ſyſtematic 
and equitable principles on which alone commerce can be ren- 

. dered flouriſhing, by encouraging the induſtry in the ſecurity and 
happineſs of the wh, its chief attention ſeems directed to 
conqueſt and depredation, giving employment at once to the 
deſultory military ſpirit of the Marattas, and ſupplying the ſtate, 
and the chief individual Bramins, wich wealth and power. 
LOR N Fe) Commerce, 
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Commerce, but more eſpecially foreign, leſs underſtood, 
would be more flow and precarious in its operations. The 
arrangements neceſſary for its effectual protection, are incom- 
patible with that 2 of expedient venality by which every 


intrench upon the arrogant principles of ariſtocracy, by a gene- 
ral diffuſion of wealth, and ee ae with the ſyſtem of forms, 
which is univerſally adopted, from the ſmalleſt branch of the 
cuſtoms to the difpoſal of provinces; whence the ſubjett, inſtead 


of experiencing the uniform and vigorous protection of a wiſe 
government, is cruelly ſacrificed to the rapacity and oppreſſion 
of the higheſt bidder, | 


The ſtate of the numerous ports of the Maratta empire on the 
Coaſt of Malabar and Guzerat, but more eſpecially the former, 
evinces a ſpirit hoſtile to commerce; and I have not a doubt, 
were its fleet equal to the end, but that it would be inſtantly con- 
verted to the ſame predatory purpoſe at fea, as its armies are by 
land, as it now is againſt all thoſe whom it can maſter: This, 
perhaps, is fortunate for us, as preſenting a bar to the admiſſion 
and rivalſhip of our European neighbours ; though certainly the 
cuſtoms for a ſingle year, in a well-frequented port, not to men- 
tion the numberleſs advantages of population, &c. would great! 
exceed the profits of plunder, after deducting the expence, hich 
muſt be great; in keeping up a number of piratical veſſels. 


The rich and commercial kingdom of Guzerat (every town 


of which is or was inhabited by rich Banians a tribe as attached 


to commerce as any other tribe of Hindoos to its hereditary pur- 


ſuits) flouriſhed infinitely more by its traffic during the violent 
convulſions of the Mogul Government, previous to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Maratta power, than it ever has ſince that event, 
though time and tranquillity have given ample leiſure for doing 
away the effe&t of conqueſt, and the transfer of dominion. 

The Moguls, magnificent and oſtentatious, required every 


In this cauſe might probably be traced the ſeeds of the preſent 
q drooping commercial ſtate of all thoſe provinces of Hindoſtan 


that have been ſubjected to the Maratta power, under which the 
provincial monied men, not to mention the ſubſtantial land- 
holders, have been ſubjected to oppreſſions and exactions. Per- 
ſonal property has become inſecure; induſtry has failed; an 


at Poonah. They would in ſome meaſure 


— 
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ariſtocratical wealth, ariſing from the ſoil, and the labours of the ba 
peaſantry, has ſucceeded, which is confined to the conquerors; ge 


and Poonah has become an inſatiable fink, into which vaſt trea. 
ſures have been poured, ſcarce ever again to circulate. 
This was not the caſe under the Moguls. The riches carried 
annually to Delhi did not ſtagnate there. The internal com. 
merce of the empire, and the ſpirit of the people, gave full em. 
- ployment to the foreign influx of wealth, the productions of each 
province, and the performince of every art, were in high de. 
mand; and the pay of the vaſt armies of the empire kept pace 
in magnificence with every other article of expence. Hence 
aroſe numberleſs channels through which the wealth of the 
empire was again circulated to its extreme branches. | 

The mere accumulation of riches by the inhabitants of an 
empire 1s vicious and ſordid, but much more ſo when it becomes 
the ſole object of the rulers. —A wiſe legiſlature ſtudies to make 

them the itimulatives of genius, of ſcience, of agriculture, and 
of commerce; to convert them to the conſumption of the pro. 
duce of induſtry, and ſo to arrange them, as that the coffers of 
the ſtate may be repleniſhed from the redundance of the ſubjett; 
—but, my Lord, this ſyſtem is not known at Poonah. 

The fixed and grand ſource of this State's revenue is agricul- 
ture, the beſt, wk. anc on which a nation can depend. That it 
has ſuch a revenue, is the neceſſary conſequence of poſſeſſing 

an immenſe tract of productive domain. That it is not more 
productive, but, on the contrary, that it labours under every diſ- 
advantage, n from a faulty conſtitution. The ſecond is 
its tribute, fixed by various denominations on the greateſt part 
of Hindoſtan. The third, the predatory collections of itz 
armies. The fourth, its domeſtic ſequeſtrations; and the laſt, 
its collections on the commerce of the empire, which I am 
inclined to think are comparatively trifling and inſignificant. 

Poonah is {till a large village, to which people of all denomi- 
nations and all profeſſions are now beginning to reſort from the 
other ruined parts of Hindoſtan, particularly from the decayed 
Mogul cities.—lIts reputation for ſecurity, fince the two abortive 
expeditions from Bombay, has greatly tended to promote its 

- Increaſe and population, as the wealthier Bramins have in con- 
ſequence begun to employ ſome part of their hidden riches in 
building; which ſingle circumſtance neceſſarily gives employ- 
ment to a great number and a great variety of artificers, as the 
wants attendant on large buildings are endleſs. 

The circumſtances which are above enumerated, of the great 
wealth of the Bramins, and the great increaſe of. Poonah 1n 
buildings and inhabitants, muſt, I ſhould imagine, cauſe a greater 
demand for the articles which can be furniſhed only from oy” 
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bay than heretofore; but from what I can obſerve of the preſent 
enius of this Government, I confeſs that I am ee much 

to doubt the prafticability of improving or extending our com- 

merce by any extraordinary means adopted for that purpoſe; 

and as I believe that the common courſe of cauſes ariſing from 

the ſtate of ſociety, has already operated its utmoſt effects, and , 
will continue ſo to do, fo do I think that endeavours to improve | 
or extend them, would rather tend to awaken jealouſy and ſuſpi- 
cion of our intentions, than to anſwer the liberal end ben 
by your Lordſhip in Council. | | | 
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APPENDIX, No. 2. 
An ACCOUNT of the ak of EUROPE 6000s. at 
| MADRAS, _ I Fw to 1783-4. 
104 1 
1 1782-3. 1783-4 
'q | Quantity. | Value.| Quantity. | Value.. 7 
| IFOOLLENS. 7 
1 8 8 | Bales, Pieces, Yds. 4. Bales, Pieces Yds,| © Bal 
By | | Broad Cloth, Fine || 124 3 '2 | $8,069] 147 5 11 | 9,297 'E 
. Double Colour 2 4 71 . 98 - 
. Aurora [ 84 4 12 518] 160 -= 5 | 3, zor 18 
'M Ordinary - - | 210 5 15 „775 289 x 15 | 11,845 35 
3 Superfine Medley Cloth — — — — 
3 Perpetuanoes, Fine — — TY 67 4: 
1 , Ordinary - .-. 7 7 78 318] 19 12 5 67 1 
3 White Serges - =—| — 36 20 189] — — 45 4 - 
4 | Camblets - - -| — 3 17 28] — 3 1 26 — 
* "ll Shalloons = —- = — — 3 11 — 1 1 " 
1 — 8 3 — — _ | 
"Fl —_- o ͤ „„ 7. 13 " 
| es I 0 _ os — 
. Calamancoes - [ — — 134 8] — — 109 6 85 
4 — --] 56 | 
1: — 0 — 
. 8 5 1. 
5 METALS. | 
| 8. | | Frons 8 Tone, 
Copper 1100 18 — 12 507 
Lead - = = | 95 15- 1 27 7,709 197 12 3 23f 3,760 184 
Sheet Lead — — 1 13 1 43 2 
Iron — — 21190 2 3 1 3,2741056 14 — 6 2,333 72 
Steel = „ . - 439 & 2 3} qo 07 $ © 2s 17 
Total Metals. , - — L. 15,912 _ 
J MPA oY w | 38,086 — . a 
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APPENDIX, No. 7, continued. 


An ACCOUNT: of the Remains of EUROPE GOODS. at 
MADRAS, from 1984-5 to 1786-7. 


By As FORT 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. 
| | N 4 
Bales, Piece, Yau! 4 Bales, Pieces. Yds. 4. Bales, Pleces. Yds.| * 
138 $4. 8,480 99 — 9 $1949 44 3 | 2,603 
186 3 8 9,666 237 3 $5 | 12,070 | 28t 5 15 | 14,29: 
358 3 4] 144517 | 457 1 12 | 18,542 | 554 3 5| 22, 
3 „„ 204 | 1 t $7 = 
19 7 : ne „„ 497 | 1 3 3] 56 | 
— 3 1 26 — 1 31 „ -toT . 
„ Wee | | HE: 
. . 85 23 2 2 ; an Tone 28 0 
— — 109 6 — — 108 ene — — 2 3 
— L. 34,043 5 — un — 4 39-718 
— — — — — : | 
a } 2 
Tons, Ct. Qrs, Ib. Iron. Ct. Qrs. Ib. Irons. Ct. Qt. Ib,| 
507 13 — 14 $2,410 ie — 52 — I 2 55366 
2 ” — 3 5215 178 15 1 18] 3464 [238 15 3 16 | 4,567 
| — 5 — | — 1 — — 
72 14 x 2| 1,675 89 2 2 — 570 | 12 8 1— 381 
1717 1224 383 14 6 2 3 402 | 5 19 3 91 195 
— | — —ſ — — ; 7 — _ — 
8 52 . 8,2 — . 2 _—_— 1 
£-| 5 «hl os £-] 8,928 C. 10,509 
: L f N EE 
— * mn, — of 46,250 — „[. K 
Vor. II. 1 8 
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. No. 7, continued. 


An ACCOUNT of the Remaiis of EUROPE C 
MADRAS, from 1787-8 10 1788-9. 


3 i 


1 hg z 7 78 


| Broad Cloth, Fine -| 60 1 10 3,938 [ing 2 8 8,243 Bro 
ET Double Colour - — 51 6] — — 5 L 
a Aurora +» <|324 1 7 16,360 [126 2 34 6 Wil 
-_  . Ordinary * 104. |< | 4 
Superfine Medley Cloth v— 14 — 1 
Perpetuanoes, Fine 3 
Ordinary |, 2 
White Serges 5 
Camblets +» _ 
alloons = 

[eaves = = 
| Velvets - -» 
Caſimirs 
Calamancoes 
Brocades 


1 


K-44. 2-Se-$- $8 
| 
I] 
1 
Coo 
5 1 
| 
l 
2 
* 
ww 


3 


" — * — 
- 80 N * , Z = 


* _Torl Woollens - — . 44925 |=: £13913 


METALS. 


Capper 11. th 


| Sheet Lead | o 


- 


N 


. Sac * E841 Copp 
F 58 ants, 45 | 
9| - 5,153 283 17 — 2 3,634 
61... us 
4 
5 


„„ $$ 


1,640 | 87 17 2 f 2032 | 
930 | 16 17 1 1 +652 7 


- 
x 


R f ? 4 f | : eh 3s . a 0 K - —̃ — — | 
Total Metals 95 - — 1. 77790 2 4 N 8,363 


CPI a . | nr earn nor 
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16 
Th 
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Th 
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| | GrandToral -|. — 82,71 „ 479116 
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| APPENDIX, Mol . Kai ontinued. 


˖ An ACCOUNT of the Remains of EUROPE GOODS at | 
| BOMBAY, from 1783-4 to 1784-5, 
n \ bY : 
17834. 1784-5. 
— 4 | | me | 
e. | Quantity, | Value. | Quantity. | Value. 
WOOLLENS. Rb e 
; OS - Bales, Cloths 4. fotos: Cloths | 14 
3 n ©. . 3| 779 1 35,157 
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is — TK — 5 
13 a ; # 5 | 1 £ 
METALS. i | RO. 4 1 
18 & Tons. Ct. Qu. Ib, & 
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: 3 
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8 Man 13 5127 of 20 7 — 24 8 
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45 | Plates e131 185 162 2 1— F 
0 Japan 4 — 5 -- 22 (— 4 — 21 20 
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E. — "<T et 2pa2y — 4 44595 
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An ACCOUNT of the Remains of EUROPE GOODS at 
_ BOMBAY, from 1785-6 to 1786-7, | 
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An ACCOUNT. of the Remains of EUROPE GOODS: at 
| BOMBAY, + mom. r to . 
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6. _ PARLIAMENTARY Con 
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8 BENGAL, from 1783-4 to 784-5. | 
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An ACCOUNT: of the Remains of EUROPE Goo at 
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An ACCOUNT of the: Number of Bales and Pieces of Woollens, 


&c. Heng « to India, from the Year 1784 to 1790; diſ- 
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1CCCC0TC00Tꝙdͤꝓ 
13 BROAD corn. 5 lone Elis. CAMBLETS, | 
re eee 
1784] 19 | 57774 | 243 | 3-964 | 17] 44 
1785] 1,384 4-297 369 5,161 | 16] 250 
1786] 1,906 | .6,0914 | got 12,751 11] 436 
— 1787] 1,720 | 5,6124 511] 8,010 380 57 
bs 1788] 1,796 5.490 709 10,580 | 57 1,278 
| 1789] 1,375 4.199 | 335 | 5977 | 23] 297 
"IA 1790] 1,369 4-170 | 194 | $4486 | 39 619 


: 5 4 Sc 
œRBꝝP —— — — ——_— — 


4 11,532 | 95,632 3,262 49,929 211] 3,916. 

4,479 ————— — — 1 — — 

2,800 OP 3 ; 8 3 I f | 
157 | | 1 APPENDIX, No. Go... 4; 4 | CEE Eh 3 
2 Extrad of the Commercial Treaty concluded with the Nabob 

359 Visier, the 2gth July 1788. 

* Art. V/ BROAD Cloth, iron, copper, lead, manufactures 

32 of iron / copper, lead, gold, or filver, raw filk, ſilk piece goods, 
„cotton / piece goods, and piece goods made partly of filk and 


partly of cotton, exported from the dominions of the Company 
tothe dominions of the Vizier, ſhall pay an import duty of two 


67 ind an half per Cent. to his Excellency, on the price ſpecified 
ck in the Rowannah taken out in the Company's dominions. 
5589 


Art. IX. All s not ſpecified in the foregoing articles, 
exported from . wepedee 8 of 829 par- 

ties, ſhall be ſubject to a duty of five per Cent. on the valuation 
inſerted in the Rowannah of the country from whence they were 
originally exported. If the goods ſhall have been exported from 

the e e. dominions to the dominions of the Nawab Vizier, 


bs his Excellency will collect the ny aforeſaid at one of the ſta- 
re tions mentioned in the third article: If from the territories of 

10 tis Excellency to the dominions of the Company, two and an 
112 


half per Cent. ſhall be levied at the firſt eſtabliſhed ſtation in the + 
diſtrict of Benares, and two and an half per Cent. at the firſt 
authorized. ſtation in the province of Behar; or ſhould the faid 
goods enter the Company's provinces without paſſing through 
the juriſdiction of Benares, the whole duty of five per Cent. 
hall be collected at the firſt authorized ſtation in the province 


of Behar.. 2 WL 1 : 


%% _ PARLTAMENTARY Con 

urn New +7 | 

Extras of the Company's Commer cal Letter to Bombay, date! | 
F 21/t April 1790. 1 


IN reſpett to the woollens, it is with the moſt ſerious regret 
we learn, that the trade therein is ſenſibly on the decay: As this 
branch of manufacture is of the firſt importance to the intereſts 
of the country at large, we have at all times been deſirous of 
giving it every aſſiſtance and e in our power, even at the 
e xpence of a diminution of thoſe advantages to which, in our 
maercantile capacities, we had the faireſt claim; nor ſhould we 
now heſitate to ſacrifice every idea of profit whatever, could the 
vend thereby either be aſſiſted or extended. Conſidered there. 
fore as a national concern, it becomes highly neceſſary that the 
cauſes of this decay ſhould be fully and minutely aſcertained and 
ſet forth; and we accordingly direct, that on the receipt of theſe 
advices (or as ſwon after as may be convenient) you cauſe an 
' enquiry to be Tet on foot for the my of procuring every 
degree of needful information on the ſubject. In the profecu. 
tion of this inveſtigation, we think it material that your attention 
ſhould principally be directed to the following points: 
iſt. To aſcertain the quantity and aſſortments of woollens 
; Bi formerly vended at — es, and for what markets they were 
_ ultimately deſigned. - i . | 
1 2d. How far thoſe quantities have been, or are at preſent, | 
"a increaſed or diminiſhed. Z 
1 ad. To what immediate or eventual cauſes ſuch increaſe or 
Uecreaſe has been wing. DFT | 
1 4. Whether thoſe markets are now ſupplied through: any 
/ © other medium than that of our ſales; ang. 
| Sth. If fo, whether that ſupply is furniſhed by any other 
nation, or by illicit traders of our own. 
_ 6th. What alterations have taken place in the invoice and 
1 | ſelling * . 7)))%CCCCVVVVVVVVVV of ER LH | 
_ / th. Whether any, and what difference exiſts as to the 
41 | 22 of the articles now ſupplied, compared with thoſe of 
ormer periods; and, | „ 
8th. Whether any, and what meaſures can be adopted, if not 


\ 


for extending, at leaſt for reſtoring this branch of commerce to 
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its former ſtate. ; | | $96 
Par, 26. In your purſuits reſpecting theſe, as well as any other points 
that may occur, as pertinent to the ſubject in queſtion, it ſtrikes us that you 
may derive much uſeful information, by conſulting with ſome of the moſt 
eminent of the Britiſh and Native merchants reſiding under the Company's 
protection; hut as mou may be the beſt judges altogether of the manner in 
which the object of our wiſhes can be beſt effected, we leave it to you to 
© aR therein as you ſhall deem beſt ſuited to the end propoſed, truſting that 2 
ſenſe of that duty you owe not only to the Company but to your country, 
will lead you to give the ſubject every degree of attention, the nature and 


the importance of it appears to require aud demand, 
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; nn. Now age. 7 
i Extraã of a Letter from Captain Kennaway, dated the 24th 
= ee eee the Fore BY. Chor ge ee 


I I HAVE acknowledged already the receipt of your different 
letters to the Nizam; the firſt on the ſubjeR of teak timbers paſl. 
ing the Godavery being oy a from duties; the ſecond, 
expreſſive of your readineſs to upply his Highneſs wich goods 
from the Company's Warehouſe. former I have delivered, 
and, with a ſpeedy anſwer to it, have been promiſed, tha 
though the heavieſt duties on this article are levied by a Ze. 
mindar, who, owing to the Nizam's abſence: from his capital, 
is not at preſent in proper ſubjection, ſuch means as are prafti. 
1 cable ſhall be taken to relieve the timber merchants from his 
=. impoſitions. © © 15 „„ 7 Pw 
.. ©” On the fubjeftof the ſecond, I have had ſeveral converſations 
> with the Nizam's miniſters, in which I have found ſo little res. 
. ſon to think your offer would be accepted of, nay, that it would 
not be conſtrued into ſome ſiniſter intention with regard to the 
Peiſhcuſh, that I am very averſe to delivering the letter, which 
I therefore ſhall not do, till I hear further from you; the ob- 
jet of it, indeed, if obtainable, I ſhould not conceive of any 
out advantage, on account of the very ſmall quantity of goods 
he Nizam would require, and the narrow: and illiberal fpmt 
which marks this government, in every pecuniary or mercantil 
tranſafiion it is engaged . 
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or THE SELECT COMMITTEE (APPOINTED. wes THE apa | 
or DIRECTORS TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION. THE | 
EXPORT TRADE FROM GREAT BRITAIN TO THE EAST 
INDIES, RELATIVE ro THE EXPORT TRADE To CHINA) 
LAID BEFORE THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS 
or THE' COMMITTEE OF PRIVY. COUNCIL. APPOINTED 
FOR 'ALL MATTERS RELATING TO TRADE AND FO- 
REIGN PLANTATIONS; WITH AN Anni; DATED : 
THE ke or gre” wg dk | 


> 


2 


LS 
of 


OUR 2 RE to the Reſolution of 8 * 

the 7th Inſtant, have taken into their conſideration a letter 

from William Fawkener, Eſquire, dated a th November,-1 791, 

by which it appears, that the Lords of the Committee of Privy 

Council, appointed for all matters relatin *. Trade and Foreign 

Plantations, . having reſumed the” conſideration of your Com- 

mittee's Report on the Export Trade from Great Brivin to the 

Eaſt Indies, defire * that \ Re rt may in like manner be made 
on the E Trade to China, Japan, and Perſia, ſo that 


their Lorditups may be enabled to des what L. there 
8 0 be of RN enin ne TOY any of thoſe 


| © countries,” | RE 
— . | 
mimittee's. ormer 3 


The nature of their Lordſhips 
to that which occaſioned your 

5 85 
e 


relpefting India, they preſume a ſimilar arran 
mation may moſt effettually anſwer the 
That arrangment is as follow: 


| 1, The quantity and value in England of 10 Grd anicles 


exported by the Company, and profit orloſs on the ſale 
of thoſe fat rh | 


2d. Such information as can be procyge reſpeQing the ex- 
rivate trade, allowed to the dee Fon and 


ports in 3 
officers of the Company $ ſhips, and the particular articles 
which compoſe that export. 55 
. 3d. dhe information as can be procured reſpefing illicit - 
trade. i 
Vor. II. „% ͤö;ðĩf᷑¹biJ 
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3 | PARLIAMENTARY. n 
1 | Ach. The beſt means of computing the quantity of tonnage 
g oe 274 as on board the e $ ſhips, on the Outward 
_ | und VOYa 
\ NEL oF The — 's endeavours to increaſe and extend the 
_ ..- onſucnpcian of Britiſh manufaRtures and produce, jo Ls 
add new articles of that deſcription to the liſt oſt ex 
the reſult of thoſe endeavours, and the reaſons to be gn 
2 OE. e or . 9 8 reſpoll 4 
, . Such remarks as occur ing il export b 
| | the Company, and by individpales and ” Sing: wenn, ans th 
can be deviſed for extending the ſame. | | 


' TTY your Committee will 3 to 3 then: 
faves to What bas paſſed ſince the ſeaſon. 1784-5, in order 10 
preſerve as much as poſſible an uniformity. in their proceeding, 

yet the nature of the preſent enquiry renders a rippſpetine 
view of the Company's commerce, &c. more frequently requiſie 
than i it was in the former Report. 3 | 

I "The information contained in tha Report ith render it 
5 unnereflary to enter into ſo much general detail; and they will 
as far as poſſible, endeavour to avoid repetition, —Bot as their 
Lordſhips have been pleaſed to extend their enquiries far beyond 
what was firſt 1 — and in addition to the Company' gen. 
| trade to ins, to mention Japan and Perſia, Com- 
mittee will firſt repeat a ſew general heads of remark, and then 
| e x difve Mon of the ebjet requeſted by their Lord- 
_ thips in two ſeparate Reports; the firſt of which ſhall be con- 
Inc Oi ad the her ts Japan nd Pra. | 


Finsr— and Value of the 8 $ EN. 


8 70 the Profit and Loſs aa. 


| Acconmts of che e of the Company's exports to 
China, having been the proper officer, founded on 
the ſame data as in t . eport; | 

And the rate of exchange eftimated at 6s. 8d. permet 

A copy of thoſe accounts will be found in Fe x Append 
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3 85 tion ſtated in the Firſt Report; obſerving, however, that in 


* 


Commanders and officers, in private trade outwards, from 8 U 
exiſt to diſtinguiſh what articles of thoſe exports in 2 trade] 


bal or hat prgportian of the whole as pay thereo 


mitute the principal amount in point of value. 


ed an article of private export. 


n and hard ware, and ſilver. 
ft 


from the jealous apprehenſions of 


5 the chief article which 1 To furniſhes} . ene for = * 
23 of her n trade, 


P1717... 16 -;, Ward-bound Shipk--— 
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ponts in PRIVATE TRADE 5 E 
| manders and Officers. 4. 


On this head your Committee have to Pl the infor 


Court have this ſeaſon agreed to extend the privilege of ih 


2 tons per ſhip. 
And they muſt nequyint the Court, that no official Geenen 


are lent ty 
hina. 
It is known, e that the export trade of the coms 
manders and officers, whether permitted or illicit, has been col. 
fined to a very few articles: Skins and furs are ſuppoſed to con, 


Previous to the independence of America, ginſeng alfo for: 


The reſt conſiſt of glaſs of various deſeriptions, jewellen 
toys, and watches, cuttings of cloth, a yory few wool ens, ſome 


be any other articles, they are fo wine as to hare 
eſcaped the notice of your Committee. The article of quicks 


filver, which was formerly SOIT has been for * une | 
923 abandoned . * 55 | 3 . 
' Tx1n0.—ILLICIT TRADE. ne 


Vour . have already ſubmitted to the dart all th 
Widely they can procure on this ſubjeR, relative to Indi; 
but they muſt obſerve that the articles of naval and military 
ſtores and copper, which form almoſt the whole of the illicit 
trade, as explained in the former Lees for India, will nat 
anſwer in China. Naval and . ores are unſaleable, and 

the Chineſe. the Company 
find a difficulty in being permitted to keep even the guns and 
ſtores neceſſary for their ſhips. - Wich regard to copper, it's 
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Tho your Committee muſt again refer to weit Firſt Repor 
\ Bi FTH —The Comp ee to 1 and extend 


the Co ſumpti RITISH MAN TURES an 
n Mat ion of Vin PRODU ck 
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PRODUCE, and to add new Articles of that Deſcription 

to the Liſt of Exports; the Reſult of thoſe Endeavours, 

and the Reaſons to be. aſſigned for their Succeſs or 

' Conformably to the plan which your Committee have pre- 
ſcribed to themſelves, they now proceed to ſlate their beſt infor. 
mation on theſe points reſpecting China. That vaſt kingdom, 
with regard to its internal commerce, is yet unknown to Euro. 
peans. Many years have indeed elapſed, fince the firſt com... 
munication took place between Europe and China; almoſt every 
conſiderable European nation has had an intercourſe with that 
country by ſea or by land. Ambaſſadors and miſſionaries have 
reſided in the capital. It was therefore ſuppoſed that the 
fulleſt information exiſted with regard to the internal commerce 
of the country, But whatever gratification the philoſopher or 
the antiquary may find in the publications reſpecting this famous 
empire, the merchant can derive no àſſiſtance from them. It 
| has been found that opinions hazarded by individuals for the 
extenſion and improvement of the trade, b means different from - 
the uſual mode of proceeding, have con ntly failed upon ex- 
periment, and haye entailed conſequences permanently injuri- 
ous to the Company's commerce.—Voyage writers, among 
other ſuperficial obſervers, have conduced to theſe errors; they 
have been ſtruck with the poliſhed manners of the Chineſe, the 
mildneſs and Te Ages appear in all their public edifts, and 
the known charatter ef the preſent Emperor, who during along 
reign has diſtinguiſhed himſelf by a ftridt adherence to the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice, and a general protection conſtantly afforded 
| to the property and perſons of foreigners, as well as his own | 

ſubjeQts.. They have entertained an opinion, that the preſent 
cramped and humiliated ſtate of the European trade in China, 
muſt be entirely attributed to the want of ability and exertion 
of the traders themſelves; who, by laying a ſtate of their com- 
Plaints before the Emperor, might immediately obtain effeQual | 
redreſs of all grievances. It remains however to be diſcovered, 
in what manner a foi communication with the Emperor is to. 


formably to the ſpirit, as well as the letter of thoſe orders. 
Applications to Pekin have been made on. ſeveral occaſions; 
and they have fucceeded in obtaining from the Emperor the 
moſt peremptory commands for redreſs. Thoſe editts which 
related to the Engliſh, have been executed with the utmoſt 
civility and attention to our nation, and conformably to the 
ideas entertained in China of the true principles of juſtice. The 


* 


be acquired; and {which is fill more important) in what manner 
the Emperor's orders for redreſs can be carried into effect, con- 


, 2] 
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Mandarine to whom ſome of theſe complaings alluded wa 
_ depoſed, and reſtitution was made. But the Company found 
' themſelves in the end burthened with pecuniary impoſitions on 


their Commerce fully equal to the reſtitution made, and which, 
in the inſtance alluded to, it is feared will remain as a tax on the 


Company, although the object of complaint was merely of: 


temporary nature. | 


Jnder thefe circumſtances, it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, 


that neither the Company nor their ſupra cargoes in China could 
have been diſpoſed to adop of the numerous wild projets 
which have been preſented to ther They had; 
: ſion, experienced a to ant of ſu Juſtice; for many 
1 5s Bip have actually been tried, which, after producing 
* inſult, humiliation, impriſonment, and great loſs, have ever 
roved abortive. 5 | 5 
Ik it ſhall flifl be urged, however, that this failure has ariſen 
from a want of ſpirit or ability in the Company's ſervants, your 
Committee mult refer to what has been done by other Euro- 
peans ſettled in China, ſome of whom have been enabled to 
communicate with Pekin, by means of the miſſionaries who have 
reſided there occaſionally for centuries. Your Committee do 
not know of a fingle inſtance, in which even theſe apparent 
advantages have enabled other foreigners to benefit in prefer- 
enceto the Engliſh, It is true that they have not fufered in the 
ſame degree with our countrymen, and for reaſons ſtated by the 
Chineſe; vz. © that the Engliſh are a reſtleſs diſcontented ſet 
of people.” However this reproach may impeach the prudence 
and diſcretion of the Company's ſervants, it muſt remove every 
idea of their want of exertion. VVV 
Numerous obſtacles to the trade ariſe from the nature of the 
Chineſe government, which is the moſt corrupt in the univerſe. 
Perhaps motives of policy (however miſtaken) may operate with 
the Chineſe in confinin | 
know that the profits of | 
able. We know that tea is produced to the northward of that 


n every occa. 


pink that the * conſumption for furs and woollens muſt 


be in the capital or its neighbourhood; that of conſequence the 
growers of tea would receive a much higher price, and the 
l conſumers of furs and woollens would purchaſe at a much 


cheaper rate, if our ſhips were permitted to proceed to a port in 


the north of China. Still, however, Europeans are confined to 
a diſtant port, and placed under reſtriftions in other reſpetts, 
which ftrongly indicate jealouſy and ſuſpicion”  _ 
Indeed at the firſt commencement of the trade with China, 
Europeans were admitted freely into all the ports; but it muſt 
be owned their diffolute and irregular manners ſoon occaſioned 
e ee 5 ir 
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the European trade to Canton. We 
the merchants in Canton are conſider- 


their 
exiſt f. 
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77 JOTANAtt Tu. 
their being reſtrained to Canton. What motives may now 


exiſt for the continuance of thoſe reſtraints, or what means are 


practicable for their removal, your Committee cannot pretend to 


determine. The merchants, with whom alone any conſiderable 


communication is had, are generally ſo ignorant as not to know. 


what events are paſling, if out of their own diſtrict. Nay, the 


knowledge of moſt of them is confined to the occurrences of the 


town where they happen to reſide. - %%%; ? n 
Your Committee cannot therefore obtain any particular 
information. upon which they can rely, relative to the various 


ſuuations and deſcriptions of people in China, who either do, or 


are likely to conſume Britiſh produce and manufacture. It is 


only generally known, that woollens and furs are conſumed in 
the northern parts; that tin is uſed for religious purpoſes and 


conſumed wy where; and the jewellery, toys, watches, &c. 
have been no doubt for the uſe of the great and of the affluent 
of every r, dee, | 


The Chineſe are timid and ſuperſtitious in the extreme, and 


| naturally difinclined to innovation. 


Their extraordinary caution 1n ting Europeans 3 
tranſgreſſing the bounds preſcribed or them in the port of Can - 


ton, and alſo from acquiring the language, is notorious. 
It has been difficult, nay almoſt impoſlible, to perſuade them 

of the advantage which would reſult to themſelves from extend- 

ing the import of foreign articles into China. 536, 
Your Committee therefore preſume they ſhall be juſtified in 


their opinion, that the only mode of increaſing and extending 


the conſumption of Britiſh articles in China, is by means of the 


uſual and accuſtomed channels of trade now open; and that any 


endeavours, by a contrary mode of proceeding, would not only 
miſcarry, but be productive of the molt fatal conſequences. 


If ths opinion, founded upon the beſt information of the 


nature of the Chineſe government, and of the manners and 
cuſtoms of the inhabitants, ſhall be thought to require further 
proof, your Committee are perſuaded that every doubt will be 
removed in the further _ of this report. But for the 
purpoſe of drawing the ſubj (important as it is) into the ſmall- 
elt compaſs, your Committee beg leave to obſerve, that any 


general remarks they may have occaſion to make, apply chiefly 


to woollens, as the article which affords the 


molt favour: 
proſpe& of an increaſed conſumption. OE REED 


Before the Commutation AR the from this N Wen 
vere ſmall, and (what is le were difficult to ſell. 


The Chineſe received them with reluctance, and upon ſome 


occaſions as the only mode of payment which the Company had 


to offer, 
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; Your Committee apprehend the export of manufacures by 
other European nations was trifling, and particularly fo when 
compared with the ſtate of exports at the preſent time. 

The Swediſh. Company, by far the beſt regulated and moſt 
proſperous in Europe, ſent out ſilver to a large amount; and for 
the deficiency n 
ed money in China againſt the drafis of their ſupra cargoes on 
the Company in Europe. But they appear to have exported 
very little, if any, manufactures, notwithſtanding they could 
have purchaſed thoſe of Great Britain, or any other foreign 
country, delivered at Gottenburgh at a trifling advance of two 
or three per Cent. on the firſt coſt. The progreſs of the 
Swediſh Company was ſo rapid, and eſtabliſhed upon ſuch ſound 
principles, thatif the Commutation AR had not intervened, that 
Company muſt have ſwallowed up moſt of the China trade, and 
reduced even the trifling proportion which Great Britain im- 
ported at that time, for her own conſumption. £ 

Your Committee do not ſcruple to affirm, that the moſt lucra- 
_ tive and beneficial mode'of carrying on the trade with China 
from Europe, is by the export of bullion; yet the Compan 
have anxiouſly ſeized every opportunity of introducing Briti 
manufactures and produce in Gfiina, notwithſtanding they could 
have derived ſuperior advantages from a different conduct. 

The exertions made in the year 1784-5, as mentioned in the 
former Report, for increaſing the exports to India, were extend- 
ed to China.—And ſubſequent to the Commutation Act, means 
have been found to imprets the minds of the Chineſe with two 
very important fatts. ; „ 

Firſt, That Great Britain could not continue to receive teas, 
to ſuch an immenſe value, unleſs the Chineſe would facilitate 
and encourage her produce and manufacture in return. | 

Secondly, That commercial profits to the Chineſe would 
attach equally to the import, as well as to the export trade. 

Whether the preſent diſpoſition of that people ariſes from 
thoſe principles, or from any other cauſe, it. is a fact, that the 
exports of the Company are greatly increaſed, and that there is 
reaſon to hope they may be further extended hereafter. Nor is 
- this increaſing ſale of woollens the reſult of compulſion on the 
part of the Company's ſervants towards the Chineſe merchants. 
So far from it, the latter ſeek theſe articles with an avidity which 
every year produces an increaſed demand, | 


Your Committee have reaſon to think that upon ſome occa | 


fions an advanced price might have been obtained fon the old 
ſtaple articles of cloth and long ells. The ſupra cargoes how- 
ever atted wiſely, aud conformably to their inſtruions, they 
continued to ſell nearly at the ſame prices; having conſtant 
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inſtead of aiming at an occaſional 


mutation Act, down to the lateſt period, have not varied in any 

conſiderable degree. This is an undeniable proof that the 

Company wy orborne advantages to themſelves for the benefit 

of the public. e 15 
For this 1 of rendering the information which applies 

to this part of th 

examine the quantities of manufaQures and produce remaining 

on hand at the cloſe of the ſeaſon; - B 
And in what manner the indents received from China have 

been complied with. | 5 5 

With regard to the ſeaſons 1781, 1782, 178g and 1784, the 


their teas, and for that reaſon Britiſh product and manufactures 
found a vent in China. But your Committee repeat with ſatis- 
faction, that after the year 1784, the ſame effect reſulted from 
cauſes totally different. The purchaſes before made by the 
Chineſe, as of neceſſity, thenceforward became a matter of choice, 


| has been conſtantly cleared; and when the balance of caſh in 


above . 500, ooo ſterling, there has not been a 


ſingle piece of 
woollens remaining in warehouſe. 9 2H 8 


ſary to ſlate the following particulars, which they conceive will 
afford the f ulleſt information and ſatisfaction; viz. 


% 
we, „ —- wm - 1 — ; — . 


FEB. 1793+ VF % N 
in view to augment the quantity, and to inſpire confidence, 


It appears from the account in the A ix, that the loſs on 
the Company's exports, both prior and ſubſequent to the Com- 


he ſubje& complete, it becomes neceſſary to 


Since the period above-mentioned, the Company's warehouſe 


the treaſury at Canton, at the cloſe of a ſeaſon, has amounted to 


With regard to the indents, your Committee think it neceſ- | 
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The camblets formerly exported by the Company were 
nſaleable, owing to the Dutch moo a peculiar mode of pre- 
paring that article. It was not until the year 1789 that the 
ompany were ſatisfied our manufacturers had diſcovered the 
ſecret.— This they have done ſo completely, that your Com- 
mittee entertain no doubt but that the Dutch muſt give up all 
ompetition whatſoever, in camblets. 1 ihe 

The manufacture of cloth is carried on in ſo many places, 
that the Company meet with no difficulty in a ſupply ſufficient 
o ſatisfy the increaſed demand compleatly. 1 A 7 
With regard to long ells, the caſe is different, the manu- 
fifture is almoſt confined to a ſingle county, and is peculiar 
in itſelf, There is no doubt that almoſt any quantity may be 
made; but under the circumſtances already ſlated, and which 
will be further explained hereafter, it became not only of im- 
portance, but of the laſt neceſſity, that the accuſtomed quantity 
ſhould not be depreciated. And when it is remembered, that 
the export for 1782 was only 25,000 pieces, and for 178g 
25,040 pieces, there can be no doubt but that it was deſirable 
to proceed gradually, and with ſome degree of caution. It 
appears, however, that the indents from China for this article, 
ſo far from being curtailed, have been generally exceeded by 
the exports. In conſequence the quantity intended for the 
preſent ſeaſon is no leſs than 150,000 pieces. 1 

The conduct of the Company with reſpect to the rietors 
of mines in Cornwall, by taking a large quantity of tin in the 
year 1789, repeating the ſame meaſure in the year 1790, and 
tor the preſent ſeaſon, requires no een pang a And although 
no abſolute dependance can be placed on the reſult of the firſt 
experiment, which has proved ſucceſsful, yet the ſupra cargoes 
give reaſon to hope, that tin may become hereafter a flaple 


article amongſt the Company's exports. 


Having thus flated what relates to the aQtual ſituation of the 
Company's export trade, your Committee truſt they may be 
permitted to draw a compariſon between that and the Com- 
pany's export trade in the laſt century. They will, for this 
purpoſe, ſelect a period when the greateſt clamour was raiſed 
azanſt the Company's excluſive commerce, which Government 
found it abſolutely neceſſary to confirm, notwithſtanding the 
enormous proportion of bullion exported at thoſe times, as will 
appear by the following ſtatement; e 2 


M2 _ STATEMENT; 
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In 1655 The trade was open, and the 
- Company made no exports, | 


In 29 


In 1657 The Company . again 
Ander a joint ſtock, when | 
they 2 5 274.238] ay 


In 1658 5 
El eres were „„ „„ „42d 23,763 
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The amount was 821,17 237,429 


| | Total 5 . 4. ee 986,58, 
3 | 


Ca 


* Company alerted at thoſe 3 what os never been 
contradifted ; v:z. that their exports of tin, lead, and manu: 
factures, were more than 1 of all other European nations 

" together, 

Io the above Natement your Committe why leave to * 

the 1 iz. 


AMOUNT of EXPORTS to INDIA, CHINA, Sc. from Seaſon 1781 to Seaſon 1791, excluſive. 
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The decreaſe in the export of bullion would have been much 
more rapid, if it had not been thought hi to ſend 
F. 500,000 laſt ſeaſon to India in conſequence of the war; other. 
wile the treaſury in China was ſo abundant as to have renden 
the export of the bullion for commercial purpoſes during the lil 


paſſed very extraordinary exertions became neceſlary, not on 
to enable the ſupra cargoes to make their purchaſes at the mo. 
ment, but to impreſs the Chineſe with a confidence in the ſabi. 
lity of the Company, and their capacity to fulfil commerci 
_ engagements of ſuch magnitude. Thoſe exertions have pry. 
duced the happieſt effect. It is needleſs to point out how rapid. Wipaine 
ly the renin for the export of bullion declines; and your 
Donnie do not heſitate to declare their opinion, that therej dance 
a great probability the period is not very diſtant, when the whole 
of the Company's inveſtment from China may be purchaſed hat it 
with a very trifling export of filver from Europe. ircun 
A reduction in the export of ſilver greatly depends on the omn 


_ Increaſed exports of other metals and manufactures, which you bat it 


to the public, as individuals cannot ſupply the chaſm by an 


Committee obſerve to be in a ſteady regular gradation; and they 
truſt that the moſt ſanguine expectations of an augmented WMreat « 
export in the manufattures and produce of Great Britain, Nuſſia 
reſulting from the beneficial influence of the Commutation Ai, Wprodut 
have been completely gratified, „ 
For the purpoſe of complying with the requiſition of the 
Lords of the Committee of Privy Council reſpecting China, ii 
might have been ſufficient for your Committee thus to hae nveſtr 
_ Rated the progreſſive and flouriſhing ſituation of the trade to that onſid 
country. | | 
8 our Committee's attentive inveſtigation of this impoboſe o 
tant object, has forcibly impreſſed on them the danger of inno- 
vation in the preſent mode of condufting that trade. They 
cannot avoid expreſſing their firm convittion, that even ruin i 
the Company might be hazarded by ſuch experiment. 
They will further venture to aſſert, that any reduction in the 
Company's export trade to China muſt be an irrecoverable lols 


become 
ion wi 
requeſt 
Hard 
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ent] 
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means in their power, and there is no remedy for the evil if it 
ſhall once have happened. | 


Your Committee will therefore preſume to treſpaſs further c 


the patience of the Court, by payer! the conſequence iercat en 
which in their opinion will infallibly ariſe from innovating u Class 
preſent ſyſtem. 5 . 1 ee priv 
Your Committee do not conſider the various attempts to con the p 
municate with the Court of Pekin, and to form eftabliſhmen's But! 
towards the north of China, as ſubjetts for inveſtigation in tig bng ha, 


Report 
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been preferred for their private inveſtment. It is therefore pie. 
8 that the export cannot be much increaſed through the 

medium of the Company, and ſtill leſs by means of individuals, 


more particularly as commen glaſs is manufactured very cheap 
in China. Re Go | a 
Wich regard to the exportation of thoſe articles which the 
Company reſerve excluſively to themſelves, your Committee 
truſt they have a pleaſing proſpect to preſent. - If it be true that 


the chief conſumption for woollens is in the capital of China, 
or further northward, it ſhould be obſerved, that the diſtance * 


between Pekin and Canton is at leaſt 1,200 miles.—lt has been 
already ſtated, that few, if any, Chineſe merchants are acquaint. 
ed {ex 8 what is paſſing beyond their own province; therefore it 
is impoſſible to carry on, much leſs to extend, the ſale of woo]. 
lens, except the woll implicit confidence with regard to us ſubſil 
in the minds of the Chineſe. The French having procured 
| Engliſh packages, and made up their bales in a manner exacthy 
conformable to thoſe of the Company, impoſed a conſiderable 
| wag their cloths upon the Chineſe for a ſeaſon; but the 
raud was ſoon eee g 

entire bale, nay ſcarcely a ſingle piece, without the moſt ſcru- 
pulous examination. The Company's woollens meet with a 
very different reception: The Chineſe merchants at Canton vil 


take them according to their invoice; and your Committee are 
firmly perſuaded, that the bales under the Company's mark, after 
being tranſpotted to an immenſe diſtance, and probably going 


through a great number of hands, are received every where with 
the moſt perfect confidence, and are never opened until they 
reach the ſhop of the perſon who ſells for actual uſe. 

The ſupra * had indeed great difficulty and prejudices 
to encounter in diſpoſing of the tin on its firſt arrival; and your 
Committee have been informed that lead, caſed with tin, had been 
ſent to China by Europeans, and ſold for tin; the reliance, how. 
ever, on the Company's mark ſurmounted all obſtacles; but your 
Committee are ſatisfied that if ſuch reliance had not previouſly 
exiſted, the prejudice of the Chineſe againſt European tin would 
have been difficult to conquer, and a great length of time would 
have been required to remove it. TEA 


* 


The ſubjett now under diſcuſſion, if conſidered with mature 


attention, affords a ſtrong ground for hope that the internal 
commerce of China has un ergone ſome very. material change 
ſince the Commutation Act, with regard to the exports, Your 
Committee have endeavoured to aſcertain the cauſe why tle 
merchants of Canton are now become as ſolicitous to receive the 
manufactures and produce of Great Britain, as they were reluc- 
tant heretofote. Aut after the moſt aſſiduous enquiry on thus 

ENS. | important 


ö 


, and they could not afterwards ſell an 
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4 important point, your Committee are perſuaded that the means 
* | of correct information are not to be acquired from any perſons 
try in this country, or from the Europeans ſettled in China. Some- 
= thing may be attributed to circumſtances mentioned in the courſe 

P ol this report; but very probably the change alluded to may have 

the ariſen from the mandarines perceiving that the importunities 
Ss and vexations they formerly experienced from the Engliſh have 
Fi not been revived in any one inſtance ſince the Commutation Act. 
** The caſe of the gunner of the ſhip Lady Hughes was not a mat- 


ter of commerce, and will be noticed hereafter. 

The uniform objeR of the repreſentations made to the Court 
of Pekin, has been relief from the exactions and oppreſſion ok 
the mandarines and officers at Canton, under whom the Euro- 


a 4 pean commerce was placed. Thoſe repreſentations not only 
we proved fruitleſs, but (as it might be naturally ſuppoſed) muſt bave 
WP excited reſentment in the perſons againſt whom the complaints 
fly were made. In proof of this, it may be remembered, that for- : 
ble merly when we were in the habit of attempting innovations, and 
OA making remonſtrances, the exports from China laboured under 
3 numerous diſadvantages, and Britiſh manufactures and produce 
* were ſold in ſmall quantities, and with extreme difficulty. At 
gg preſent the Company meet with no obſtruttions in their exports 
il from China, and there appears a general and cordial concur- 
3 rence of the natives to promote the ſale of woollens, &c. by 
fer every means in their power. 
F Under theſe circumſtances, your Committee fear the moſt 
8. dangerous and fatal conſequences might ariſe from an attempt 
the to check the flow of the tide, which carries with it the moſt ſolid 
" pen means of adding to the wealth and proſperity of 
Ls reat Britain, | | | 
our And theſe advantages may be deemed infallible, if we cultivate 
be the preſent good diſpoſition of the Chineſe towards us. A con- 
3 trary conduct might not only deſtroy the progreſs made by the 
your Company ſince the Commutation AR, but operate to a reduction 
ouſly n ds very confined trade the Company enjoyed previous 
yould 3 8 5 2 
yould The article of lead requires little explanation, as it is evident, 


from the loſs which has ariſen thereon, that it affords no proſ- 
ect of the exportation being increaſed by any means whatſo- 


ever, | | 
In addition to the very ſucceſsful exertions made by the Com- 


ature ! 
ernal 


hange 

van bay for the diſpoſal of Britiſh manufaRures in China, your 

y the ommittee have to obſerve on the meaſures taken at home, for 
Jede rendering thoſe exertions ſo effettual. The purchaſes here are 
reluc- * gradually, and in ſome inſtances weekly, ſo long as the 

\ this bealon is favourable: for drying of woollens, the quality af 


ortant 


. 
in 
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which is the beſt that can be procured. The tradeſman are paid 


Commons, 


punRually; in ſhort, the ſyſtem is regular and uniform, By 
theſe means, whilſt the public have the advantages reſulting from 
the trade conveyed to them'in the moſt beneficial manner, the 
Com ſecure the continuation, and even increaſe of the trade, 
which would be hazarded under the conduct of a capricious or 
negligent individual. ED . 

It is generally admitted that no market varies more than that 


of China, the prejudices of the natives operating moſt power- 


fully upon their conduct. Of this, the article of ginſeng is 2 
ſtriking proof. The moment it was offered in quantities larger 
than dank and by perſons from whom the Chineſe were not 


accuſtomed to purchaſe, it became unſaleable; and your Com. 
| mittee are confident that American ginſeng will never be con. 
ſumed in China as heretofore. | 


Your Committee firmly believe, that Engliſh woollens could 
_not be ſold to any great extent, unleſs by the ſupra cargoes, and 
under the Company's mark. So long as the Company ſhall 
continue to fupply the demand, all competition will be in vain, 
unleſs for very trifling quantities; and thoſe muſt undergo a 
ſcrupulous examination. | BY, 
The fear of puniſhment entertained by the mandarines, upon 
fame occaſions, is exceſſive: And indeed the Court of Pekin 
are diſpoſed to think there can be no broil or diſturbance, with- 
out the fault of the mandarine or officer, who is ſometimes 
doomed to baniſhment, or death, for very trivial cauſes. Upon 
the ſlighteſt occaſion, the European commerce is ſtopped, as the 
mandarines well know that it 1s the only means by which they 
can command obedience from Europeans. Es 
In the year 1784, by the accidental diſcharge of a gun on 
board the Lady friſt country ſhip, a Chineſe was killed. 
Every European was deemed reſponſible for this accident; all 
trade was ſtopped, and the foreign factories ſettled at Canton, 
uniting with the. Engliſh, thou 2 it neceſſary to prepare for 
defence. The gunner, who had concealed himſelf, was at laſt 
found, and delivered up, under ſome indirect aſſurances of per- 
Aonal ſafety; notwithſtanding which, he was immediately put to 


death. It is probable that the ſupra cargoes and the gunner 
_ were deceived, under the expettation of being able to commute 


his puniſhment for a ſum of money; but a different conduct 


may prevail hereafter. The Chineſe government is not only | 
_ abfolute in the extreme, but inflexible; it may therefore + ah 
rom 


Per to take a view of the conſequences to be apprehended 

A Toppage of the Company's trade, to which they are liable from 
the ſuppoſed guilt, or the miſadventure of any Britiſh fubjett, 
and from which the Company have already ſuſtained material 
| WE 2 : injury. 
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niurv. Your Committee, however, in expreſſing their appre- 
. — do not allude to the crews of ſhips em 3 1 1 
Company's ſervice; whoſe owners are reſpectable and reſpon- 
ible, and whoſe officers have ſo much knowledge and experi- 
ence, that no fears can exiſt with reſpect to their condułt. ; 
If any. injury. ſhall be done the natives, the Company can 
eaſily ſupport.the expence, and command obedience from their 
ſervants; but the caſe is totally different with regard to indivi- 
duals. 1 5 
It will be to repreſent the conſequences of ſuch a misfortune 
in a very limited degree, if the amount of property at the mercy 
of the Chineſe for a ſingle ſeaſon is ſtated. As that is ſo large, 
it may be deemed unneceſſary to extend the enquiry much fur. 
ther on this head, or it is preſumed the eſtimate might be 
nearly doubled. 7 | 
The balance of the Company's caſh at the end of 
the ſeaſon has exceeded . 500, ooo, ſuppoſe 
only =_ = — HL. 
The Company's inveſtment (although it has been | 
much larger) may be eſtimated at — 1,400,000 
The Company's ſhips from Europe at leaſt — 400,000 


At the mercy of the Chineſe, for a ſingle ſeaſon y A 2,200,000 


Excluſive of country ſhips, and conſequences which your Com- 
mitte conceive it is anneceſſary to detail. e 

With ſuch an immenſe property at ſtake, it may be eaſily 
imagined that the apprehenſions of the Company with regard to 
their China commerce is extreme; and indeed they have been 
— injured by private traders, who are under no effectual 
controul. 5 | ON 5 5 

When licences were granted to Mr. Etches, for ſhips employ- 
ed in the fur-trade, it was thought every precaution had been 
taken which legal knowledge could ſuggeſt. But, contrary to 
engagements, when the captains DT they fitted out 
other ſhips in China, and proceeded on adventure without 
licence, declaring a determination to reſiſt by force not only the 
Spaniſh power but the Engliſh laws. : 

It may appear extraordinary, but is no leſs true, that the 
Company have ſuſtained great injury from individuals having 
become the creditors of the Chineſe. | 


Some years ago a large ſum, the exact amount of which y 
Committee cannot diſcover, was lent to the Chineſe by Britiſh 
ludjetts. On one occaſion the amount. is ſtated at a Million 
dierling; on another it is called 9,808,075 Dollars; and on the 


The 


turd occaſion it is ſaid to be C. 2,095,003. 
. | N 2 
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The Chineſe debtors having failed, repreſentation was mad; ende 
to the Emperor. He obſerved, that vrobably Europeans might 

not be informed of the laws of the empire, which forbid foreign. 
ers to make any loans to his ſubjects; and although he caution 
them in the ſtrongeſt manner to avoid ſuch practices in future 
he directs enquiry to be made. In confequence of this a ſmal 
part of the debt was diſcharged by inſtalments at 10 per 2, but 
the funds for the payment of theſe inſtalments was derived not 
from the pockets of the Chineſe, but from a tax levied on the 
European trade with China. At the fame time by far the greater 
part of the debts became a total loſs to the parties concerned. 
But it appears the Company have not been deterred by diff. 
culties, and ſtill leſs by lofſes, from every poſſible exertion to 


promote the ſale of Britiſh manufactures and produce, which 


the public have a right to expect. 

As a proof of the ill effetts of competition, it may be ob. 
ſerved, that when the Company formerly ſent each ſhip under 
ſeparate management, the price of European articles continued 

fall, and thoſe of China to advance. Your Committee there 
fore ſubmit, that it be communicated to the Lords of the Com. 
mittee of Privy Council for Trade, as their decided opinion, tha 
no individual whatſoever can engage in a competition with the 
Company; and therefore if private adventurers ſhall be encou- 
Taged, it becomes neceſſary to limit and perhaps to reſtrain al 
together the export of Britiſh manufacture hare | produce by the 
Company. | 3 

As the dangerous conſequences which may ariſe from the 
lighteſt” innovation with reſpe& to the Company's excluſive 
trade, have been fully explained in the former Report, a repe- 
tition in this place becomes unneceſſary. Your Committee, 
however, think it their duty to remind the Court, that the Por- 
tugueſe, who were the firſt conquerors of India, and who fil 
Tettled there, were deprived of their power, and their com- 
merce almoſt annihilated (about the middle and towards the cloſe 

of the laſt Ry by the privileged or excluſive companies af 
other European Nations; for it was found that the Portuguel 
could not withſtand the animated and ſtrenuous efforts of met, 
who, added to a ſtrong perſonal intereſt in their undertaking 
united under an excluſive company every power neceſlary id 
obtain ſucceſs, both in a >olitical antl:contivereial line, 
Whilſt monopoly exiſts in any ſhape, it is eaſy to propor 
plans which are plauſible and even profitable, for limited a 
detached objects. The deſire which every man has to diſtin 
guiſh himſelf and attract the public attention, leads to an attack 
upon monopolies, againſt which the ableſt authors have Write 
Seduced by theſe examples, the ignorant atid _—_— | 
a 3 ; FFF 19.5 15 : endea 


0 


2 
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Ny, i 
ade ndeavour to diſplay their abilities, and to promote their private - - 
ioh intereſt, by attempts againſt parts of the Eaft India Com pany's 


-xcluſive commerce, without conſidering that this monopoly 
lepends upon principles entirely different from that of any other 
that ever exiſted, But let it be remembered, that a fabric 
which is the wonder of the preſent, as it muſt be of every future 
zoe, will be ſhaken, if not annihilated, in caſe projects ſuggeſ- 
ted by adventurers ſhall be adopted upon the dangerqus princi- 


ple of experiment, 5 | 
J. SMITH BURGES. 
bg F. BARING. 
Faſt India Houſe . MANSHIP. 
29th December, 1791. JO. HUNTER. | 
To | | . ELPHINSTONE, 


CALCULATE 


* 


4 


2 
— 
=) 


| Coun 


PARLIAMENTARY 


*Þ=Eglx ax 


| k ng ha | 


| we 89144 | 


Le » 


vious 


N 
ssodieug | 


— CO In 


vod ung vo - eo a9d g 20 4F67g%-F g 29 190 
971 | 49299 e 


| 818% 


| #58Þ 


| $6tz 


— — 


_—— 


— — 


+6 o6L*%01 


rn — 


7950 bo. 


.es 8 


1171˙1 


$1 870 $991 


—_ 


. 


"al yarg uo au 29d 24 40 4590 4 suo loo uo gyo- j noN 


818% rr 
gifs | — 18 br 
g91-6S [Folie] — 
91-11 6 [1/2] — 
8 * oF ; 
90 | 
3d 2ju7 | $307 | *2you 
a0 ues 


dan M 
297 30 
t deu 


4455 
z rb 


2g0˙18 


d | 
© 


.J. 
zd *pg 9 
ze uoꝛueg 

3e aeg 


18765 
84% 
L28288 
729018 


os 


4unowy 
Ice. 


| $8691 


9 
8171 
£895 


d 
Jo IWLL v1 
uo IL 10d · ot 
8114 


5 
898 


„ 


75588 


7799 
F 


O id E ww 
un¹⁰α⁰jᷓuul 


r SCOOD Aae SHYIVS uo SSO'T 


10 Mang 22 30 ALY IADTV > 


*£-zgLln 
$1654 sr 16£45 7 — . m puny 
tb | ber 8 | 2 £ 7 2 — pes 
83D 29 4310 | 
STF LIN 
$gb1% | 4652 | £99915 7 — - 8vanooM 1210 L 
Fig SF | v10f1 6 . - $J31IqQuedy 
$rof'z | IEþ1 | gliigr £89 - - SH1q Zuo'y 
 +bgL*1 | forr | 19077 - _- Au old peoag 
| Ss . 
Þ > th N SNTTT00M 
uu 22d · 20 ausg 10d 
dad & 0 $11] Jen 24 00 yard ploj Aν d 21 gon = 
5 K õj,Ii7ĩů edu wi 
J0 yaaajur | le | 


| l. * _—_y Nd Je SdOOD aun 30 84. IVS uo 8801 10 1140 ud 9.39 ALVTOOTVO. 


— —— — gran — r r 
— w _ - Sie OS) Greig ite 4,9 <=—=&.7. 263 * 


2 5 1 


8 


| +yoJ9 yarg vo og 0d 29 40 r 18˙81˙9 9 10˙ no N ſeꝛ0 1 3 8 £ : | a N 
. 297881 ker 29 8 grb%gSr Kess |$LSg5r | Faggs fest 11819467: | 'F — l- wie pur 
| | rs | | = | 2 
* — — N — } __—_— — 8 — F 
| 91-1 h gly%g — ' | olr {\LlLizior | Szhigr |FSro0tG6 tglb [ole 64 [big | 11 206 ⁵⁶ꝗ7 - - peo 
2 A 1 ; | | : e p 
e *y00 vnd uo aue 49d f ao FSE1%6+F fuamnooy uo 0 no | PO OD 
5 55 18 1481 10% 26 | bor gt ⁊ res 1 r Frege g | Frrb4g 4660]%¼½T [fggotr beck tr or — 8 wee & Ne 
21 Fete fr gros 1 [roof [18 Ilge: oo 4 fer 15886 - bs - - $191quiey 
7 . i 825 | — ii br 5 i Erg 15 91101 [freg el hen Leger 333 IA 3uo7 
££x]£6$£%1 — {f bg -JoSo'gL 858 88 Feolet 188˙% [1917˙9 ox. 90 deo“ - Nod peroag 
| a 7 
TT EFF 4:3 F 'F VV A TTod4 
S — hd! 04 23 5 aunomvy nr Lg 20 lad & 85 4p 23 8 _— v V41J ploj Auen 
— 40 ue | | saBaeyd { wn uod 1230, uo L 20d -jor} a2ureanur 5s *A2auomry dug uz : | 
— | 8 | | | ze 21eS | ze 2834 J0 yoaazun [seu 
— 
[ES] 


-g Sli NW It SCOOD HdOMAA ze SHIIVS uo SSO'T 20 LIAOHS 243 3 ELLYTIADTYSS> 


8-281. | 


aq 
La} 


7 Commoyy, 


- 


PAR LIAN? TARY_ 


E 


95881 *x 


O LN JP 1008 ©. RP Lo 
San SGOOD HdOUAY 10 STAYS ws goo'T. mo a1cow: a 30 AL 


*-YOO VAarg uo 23v29 1d org xo *Fgr6tirF $oT 198 19101, 


4 1 
- 


VTADOTVD. 


: Welt *NOANFD ib 8005 40 Und 30 $T1VS uo 880 29 LISONd a zo V% 


r 


—— 


9 —— or Re — —— — 
Ly * Jr Een — 2 by — = _ 
1 8 = 5 


. Ing > — — 2 —— - 2 
een . 4 — — r — e gw — 
— 7 x = 8 ore xy — —” n N r Ae Dione To 
2 — A == rr en ord ab non 
- : r . I EI 


Vol. 


72999 Eg6zÞ | Sr gfELLIT 6817622 18711 85988 [gos 2446 | 9087861 [F — - 1930.1, pura 
i 5 | | 
ke [$£6þþ — | bxx {[610%fx [{g6f%r [1188 | frat fersg 25S 26801 E xg5- þ> — - pres 
Io 7 - ; *1D a j.] 
| *STFLTW 
F 4 . 
— — . - — — ü — —— 6 — — 
og vnd uo quo 20d h 10 42 L J *$u21100A\ uo $3507 neN | | | 
| bi £ 
18811 $5624 111 1 Lobotz 12 | obg's E $5 | bog 15176 81581 7 — dsusfloqM fe20 1. 
E 5 ee ir + | on 15 4 I ' — 781 E - - - goureg. 
12 — 862 + £9%gr 678,1 068 SLE o00fr ig [roS*x | gL - - $191quieI 
S | lbos 5 89 re 7 011 [2125811 8898 Nen zo0o'g Foos. |Szofoor | 11272 - - sda uo 
16 499 — | 6E Ig 9s fies“ 88581 L 60 re fror“ rb - J 00 peoag 
| 3 g þ wn 
4 F434 + |< 7 7 „ | SNA 77004 
Fs Ml 301 30¹4 Sn | 3 — 9 | 2unowy jo 1 uy 2029 22d 8 20d U . 11 "ma i» | yoo una] plen H,, 
40 ue) ; $d3ze149 | 3x uur 12720, uo 424 % een 5 Aauvory eiu uy 
4 | 37 912$ : | 11 9814 | 30 nννν,j wed j Z 


EB. 1793 


101 


n — Tn * P - IR 
1 K » ¶ ũ ũò pr 


2 


JOURNAL. 


voo vn wo 40099 29d $4 20 EoEtSreF jo wt reel, | x > | | 
. 7049⸗J1 1498 gol {919torr 119˙8f | 188L | 65g%s 2951 916 10g 61 | 7 — - 1201 puri 
91-11 gb 586611 — vor 091˙87 | 7168˙68 148471 SEL 1096˙1 rer dos ht 2 2 ES [= — — pe. 
1 | a | $10 429 *wuoL, 
' J STF AHN, 
— — — — | = — — WMA — — * | — — — 
8 | | | f 
Vo n uo q9 0d 9-91 1 40 *FLgEE+F fuaoo yy u⁰οσcjo- NIN | : 
2 | S£6cS 498% |, bor ; 98761 e861 ogꝛð vr [i899 81 [tes 861 (7 — gsuoſſod M e201 
= 1 — Jxcgit] „ 911 861 [FFS o oz 94 £L 9 |r12%6 | 1 C 
- ; Reer — | of ot6ttor 157 1901 og 27 4• 5 Es ]1$o*z6 ggo'r - i 511 $uU0'T 
951 $ [F769 — | 1+ 84 Ex99%64 oc 980 ̃ Frs“ s Fete 588669 Þrefr * OE Ree 
| | . x | alen e i 5 
7 x 7 7 F | 7 7 7 5 7 F | *SNZ TTOOM + 
wy 991 1 04 2 IL m v a — uz |* 22d 8 hw) * 3 ve Ba 4 
* | ee IE nnd. 1220.1. Lact ind yes 1 * heron * ! e "TOP —— 
| | ze geg i 1e 2081514 30 Yo4ouuT so daeug | 


Ns, 


100 Und uo us d 9 ao ⁰ f 611 ˙＋ 


810 HN be | 


„ 


"SST of , -o 


PL 4 


9 Sg NON O It SCOOD HdONAA 30 Saus uo SSOT 20 LIHOMSd © jo .LVTAITVD. 


© 


Vol. II. 


1840.1, vue no 


* 


W 


0 


32973 


$2Bavy yh 


d *pg 9 
ze uur 
zu geg 


| 


ꝛunomͥ 
12101. 


w 231814 


vo pn uo zug 20d -g. 11 40 Fe 5 Jou 119N a0. 


30 u ut 
uo ad *jor 


0 Yard 


*p103 Anu end 


"Tarts | - BLSL | ExS5 1187762 ns 48178 | FEF6L. [Ergifrz erte £1497 7 3 8 12301, pueag* 
5 | ; Th 
g1-91 15 [*þ6$%07 | > — igf frist 48889 br 17 8811 [og 6 00868 6 1% h — pes 
| wy . . 7 s 0 duo. ; 
| | 885 
4 | . 5 ; ; : 
j 
Vo vna vo 10 10d 95 * 40 A1. 16˙01·J elles h uo So nN 1 
1149 [484 754 84 133 a. 188% [Frrofgr 9 11282 — csuoſloo m fr 10. 
1 5 dor | Sg [ fee 4 r 41 - _- majquwreg 
_— 460 — | zoz*6þ1 e 1! O0 287% Logon 1849 585.8 £1 6667 „ "GI er: 
9118 119105 — 4 111 Ezx466 4881 1819 [18869 98 46 I 18% ũ m0) pn 
| as # 7 5 | F 2 2 : . 'F. oF 2 : SNZTTOOM 
TR: Fes nul | | 2 1 — _crem——n | 2 
- : *2022A uy 22d * 1d - 
22d 957 *2y0ud Im 30 19d 50 79 Qqunowy fl ty 429 En 22d b 18 1 hn „ | yoo yung blen 4apuen, 
a0 ue scJzeyd | wn fuojury 1e102, uod 1 — 5 *{auory | eiug wy : 
ä ee . * | 30 younuy * | 


2 'NOANF'D- * 80009 adoung 30 8418 uo 8801 20 IIdOud I Jo Ia 


7 3 
- e . OS > ap = S, 6 s * 
—r Ts r 
OG: . - — — mas l 


an 


* o vnd uo wog 0d - o 20 FELofrr N g nog fe. EPS 4 | . 
erster 88 | wth 4 1526˙89 | 466007 14889 1598¼%/ [{4L60'r 94861 X — [ eo purr9 
O und uo 4u39, bd {gb 20 Fr61%1:F e uo 307 ex ; PEEL „ 
e er 
— — — — - — — ——— — . LO SIE 225 5 
Fits Ss „ | — Sog 61888 69 css | rorgr [ Zoo | 189% gt frre |—-2 016 - . peo7 
A EE] — |5o |s foo |agte 45 pro: {6 76% [Þ1-01 1% - - - e 
* <2 | * | | | - 20 oz] | 5 
55 a4 — | d — — — ; - | — — — — 
CPP - C00 
© vod vn uo nu d, 20 18g · J gοẽw o uo yoT N 5 ; NEL + 
©? toto | $561 | orr Js Thor } orrirrr eg | Ferst Fkt ters 61% |-F — |- οοα htp 
Ir rr — — fs 49 Ol 791 5 s. es - |- - - $yooJour) 
gt] — | $561| x oo: ooo 88S + 0 n 
A | 1g0Et | — 5 Sri grob | Libs Roe S6 609 org 121 os ger 2  -. nf 
FE 1086=1 — 16 168,9 frier |prffis Ig 4% Ito 69 890˙¹ - - - un prog 
: | : | q SNATTOGA¹ 
= | Ude *2xe dovo | uu 494 2 ms 1 
5 e 2 10˙ *21y014 pn pos CI i -zunomuy | 30 8 ut 2 id © 20 + —_ 7 pn _ 90 yard -p103 AnnuenG 
wy 40 ue $2Bauy oO | w fuowrey 1e30.L uo.L ad jor | *2ougenzul s *4ouol | *e1SuT u 
os : zu geg d w 2314 30 yoiauuT sa leu ; 
—= 22 CCC . T_T Ld. - a: | 1 | | 


een ind 6 . el., an neben dee men SS J vhs Nr 
$dSieyd | ww fuowury 1e30.L uo a>d 5101 |adueanzuz| & *4auory eiu ui 8 
ze aJeg 20 2081514 30 yoaaanur s Bleu 


= erst rere, | 6058 | mts | treats | reaper 19711 10% +94 gr SGESLE [| 5 _ | 1204 pura 
— — | — — . : — — — — | - 
. _ 2099 Jad $6+ a0 *#9b1%61-F sf uo Jo- NIN 8 . | : | 
/ = >4 | 5418461 | 146 bet 86% 814409 | 184½¼½/1 | 98% [rg [trbr 388786 7 E en 
go es 14188 — | $1E 86 46187858 1881 [201% |{6£662 eg [ibtgt | £ S8 — — pro- 
5 — 1141 6 TE 9%. sr | ofr | d 81 6 1181 * 22 d, 
S 3 SS: 1 9 wer wes 
| = - : oy 5 — — — 2—U— — — —— — — m thy 
8 < v un vo 129 ld 15 20 Forl*li'f *$U21100M\ uo $jo'F no | | 5 5 [ | | 4 
"2 ; $9gbg'gr [97171981 16695 1849988 Fro | Sorfor 196% [Fbg9'r [LEggtt [7 — - Suaoog 12361, 
"Mot f. — tees! -- font SS j oor | £6 | ghz ier [fort | or | - — elde 
<0 +} 69% | — | zht 286,9 608814 T org [rope farsi gore Soor „„ en Tues 
. 8 % — „ fee oog or rgor [htgl's fold rot 6 299(1 2 N19 proag 
„%% ( 3 32-7 ( 'SNTTTOOM. 
9 a i | wy andug ag al} HT | 
atgoT] 07 | youg. 2230. | 22d *pg 39 | wunowy 30 alte: duo at pry Irs oo * | yoo yz | pro A νẽł 4 7822 
40 ue : $3Bzey c fuozuel 12101, {| uo 224 +103 1 %,ðũ,ůmvu | 5 *Kauow edu us : |} 
e - n 2» sell | | Roe vo, 1 1 8 
* — — — | — 
5 6-8851 NOENFD 3 $SdOOD YdOUNI 30 


Sa vs uo 880,1 10 LISONd U 39 AVID 


* 


I 
< 
2 
= 

— 
2 
29 


* 


og una uo 141159 20d 9 11 40 *F£16%|-P 0˙1 nox 1229.1, : 


229% | e vos |£S6YgLE ogg tos ger | 100 Fagbile 
F 218165 2 — 6EE Srgess Toe Soi 449% | er 
ts| ore 3 | I ZL | 660f%$ 055 tre dort : 
3 bh gofite | — Le liber stens S6gtbr | £gotr 88“ 
111 8 11671 — 149 11781 595861 8641 frre 188571 
FI | | 22 
— — —— — — — — — 
399 yng we 020 40d e | 
ETA 1907587 f 2 FS Sgx |rfx*rr] 296% ff Floss Forgeg Fs er 
fr Fs x -| Sr Heels { 66. (ar has” 
18 11 152 1 918% rob 991 151 LE 
9 ü 9 trob#1 — fist [L6gtffe 18967 Fog 197% ltr: 
94 | 156% — 18 for . kes Fol 1% 188“˙5 
„o T1 4 CT: © 
2 01 | 024 "Tas 3 -wunomuy ee, py uy 4. —H Sen, . 
sdaeug | ww uud | 1e30.L uo a>d +101 [ooaueanzu3| & A u 
Je a1esg z 2081514 zo les 


ſrssest 


811 11976 bf 
564 ]ot6*Ss 
— ôe tb b—— 
Foz [ogo's 
fogr 198 
tg g 

5 
178951 18962 
9 18771 
82 469% 

LLofr [ÞbESie 

1198 688.74 

* 4 & ; 
us 12d 
nen ze | voo un 
ug u 
s dae | 


7 — |- 19301, pur 9 
E 
Lt 12 — 58 K„%„UB0ùO uf. 
— - Or 690 “r- = pes 
— 1 1 . 2950 
q *$40 430 *$00T, 

l | S 

83 — — — 

I r Suonjoo mor 
sojeq — $19u1qe.L, 
££ - - - - $11quieh 

C/ => EMT. 

| Lott - - oo peoag 
sole 

| "SNATTOOM 
*p10J &wend 


re | 6058 se erte xeg8%e 197711 | 1 CO ο 9 48 8687848 5 


— + 


1e30.L pura 


FEB.“ 


* F Fresse | x O4 * 5 | #£9958 
if | SD 
2 
— vo p414 uo uo a2d , 10 $605%+-F may uo $yo't ne [ 1 | | 
Sc | e876 FSC | SOS. Sehr 1215851 8619 2 erz 1819 8 885 sb Cr 17 — + ser teꝛ0 a 
| 8 {FELL | £gx 69/7 7584 9 rg eig 662% 2 6s 3 0 6 5 5 
* Ps. 1 910 8 ; — * bert ; 852 5 Arg 1085 * 797 33 N 12 3 2 5 2 x 
0 f 3 i ; 183 439 <9 5 | 
g < = | SAN 
D a : : : I 3 
7 . : : 5 25 7 8 
-— fa) VO yu 0 22d 91-6 2 10 *#666%g: F $120 uo $07T-29N 1 
=> forg*1 018% | £61 | Lzo*g6E $6zg4gobÞ 789 “T1 t£Egfor 99881 fress SE „ — |- suo M ſeꝛ01 
| < 9-91 g L br — got OI 2 4 rr 1 7 | T 5 SqqI Lor 
cf — 1 | — IEEE - 2 R OI 2 n 71 * „ — - 5 
198] — 1 99 b 889% | oof ST F£L9 rh forte o - - .- - $ajqur) 
& ol ffir — Its Fi — T 78 1— 49 I - -  oq 2vyaadng 
- E 9 64 | 0 8 
5 — [ Isg 464% er 985 79% fer [£556 Six |- 14 $uo7 1orzodng 
= ie |t7Sgg — [ser [6$644z |$9L9%ogr | £got6 408 98661 fer 288 Kt os 2ͤ NE IoT. 
- | S toro — } 05 {rzgf%oor |Fr56*or | ozb'r [Frll's res“ | rgþ 906 9881 11019 prog 
; 'F oF _ Y + 2 83 ; oF ; 'F F os x 4 he I | 
SF | 5 SNZTTOOM 
aue , n e We e F ed | 5 
12d gjo7 *$307 . | *2youg 29230 d pg 39 | *aunowy % ow -2u29 10d & | ad Þ ze +221 nen ae | yo yaug {| +p1oy Aanuend © 
40 ures) | sade | zu uur leꝛo L uo — e » Aõi esu u | 1 
| | Ie 2Jv$ 3 | of On — | ET | 


tives fc 


want C 


106 
1 
3 


| ssl 'N OLNY 2 we 8005 -AdOUNY 9 SA IVS 0 8801 10 LI4ONd o 17115195 


r 


* 
? 
1 
? \, 


My 


e 1 # , f 
p £54 7 4% 


THIRD REPORT 
or DIRECTORS TO TAKE. INTO CONSIDERATION THE; 


INDIES, RELATIVE To THE EXPORT TRADE TO JAPAN 
AND PERSIA, LAID BEFORE THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


APPOINTED' FOR ALL MATTERS RELATING TO TRADE 
DATED THE 11% AND 184 JANUARY, 1792. 


\HE Lords of the Committee. of Privy Council appointed 
for all matters relating to trade and foreign plantations 


trade with Japan and Perſia, 

It is well known that the Company have had no commerce 
whatſoever with the ifland of Japan ſince the beginning of the 
laſt century ; and that the demand for European goods convey- 
ed to Perſia, through India, &c. is almoſt annihilated. Your 
Committee muſt therefore preſume, that their Lordſhips mo- 
tives for the enquiry ariſe from what indeed has been ſuggeſted 


Company's diligence and exertions, in diſcovering new chan- 
nels of trade to 5 eaſtward of the Cape of Good Hope, and of 
extending their trade to places already known, have been ſuch 
as the public have a right to expect. | ; 

The two kingdoms of Japan and Perſia, although different 
in every reſpe&, are yet well-choſen objefts for ſuch inveſtiga- 
ton, Your Committee feel a great diſadvantage from the 
vant of materials; but they feel ſtill more from an embarraſſ- 
ment they had to encounter in their former Reports, as well as 
on the preſent occaſion ; they mean the premature obligation 
a defending the Company before any charge is made. They 


— 49 462,318,311 | 36,985 | x 3,869 | 37,6634 | $53,7464 | 540-3 702 | 9-5344 | 23-0934 | 


-| 


te able to anſwer their Lordſhips enquiry. 


ave never been deterred by the want of a ſpirit for enterprize, 
nd {ill leſs by a falſe principle of œconomy, from uſing every 


Grand Total 


IRI 


fu 1%. JOURNAL 0 


or THE SELECT COMMITTEE (APPOINTED BY THE COURT: 


EXPORT TRADE FROM GREAT BRITAIN TO THE EAST 


THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF PRIVY COUNCIL 


AND FOREIGN PLANTATIONS; WITH AN APPENDIX; 


bare been pleaſed to call for a Report relative to the export 


in converſation with your Committee, a doubt whether the 


latter themſelves, however, that in a material degree they ſhall - 


Your Committee truſt they ſhall prove, that the Company | 


endeavour 
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annual allowance from the Company, in return for ſome of the 


commerce between diſtant countries conſiſts in the mutual ex. 


tion of being paid in gold and filver for the manufaftures of 


| botanical gardens in Calcutta, Madras, and St. Helena. They 


with regard to ſugar will finally be crowned with ſucceſs. The 


that ſpirit of perſeverance which diſtingui 


Britain. 


18 PARLIAMENTARY _ Common, 
endeavour to extend the trade, and to cultivate knowledge and 
ſcience in every way that might prove beneficial to the Britiſh 
/ | | 

The Company have long granted Mr. Orme an annuity, 


due. to his merits as an hiſtorian. Major Rennel receives zn 


ableſt publications in geography which have - | ade in any 
country; a purſuit which he continues to follow with equal 
zeal and ability. Mr. Dalrymple has been conſtantly employed 
by the Company, to examine the ſhips journals, in the purſuit 
of nautical objects, and for the general improvement of Naviga- 
tion; and in conſequence of that gentleman's unremitting ai. 
tention, and voluminous publications of ſea charts, &c. the na. 
vigation of the Indian and Chineſe ſeas are almoſt as well known 
to the Company's officers as that of the Britiſh Channel. 

As the only permanent mode of eſtabliſhing a conſiderable 


change of the commodities which each produces, the expecla. 


Great Britain, in places where thoſe metals are 'not produced, 
is chimerical. The Company have directed their particular 
attention (and at a conſiderable expence) to the eſtabliſhment of 


have increaſed the culture of filk and indigo to a very great 
extent, They have made experiments with almoſt every ar. 
ticle which India affords, or which could be procured from the 
more eaſtern countries; and they truſt that their recent attempts 
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literary ſociety, eſtabliſhed at Calcutta, under the protettion of 
Sir William Jones, and carried on with great ability and ſpirit, 
not only embraces the literature and ſcience of the ancient and 
modern inhabitants of the Eaſt, but likewiſe their arts, manu- 
factures and commerce. Indeed, with regard to commerce, 
every commander of a Company's ſhip conſiders himſelf to be 
ſo far upon an exploring voyage, as to exert himſelf in con. 


tributing towards that large portion of nautical and commerciale in I: 
knowledge compiled and publiſhed by Mr. Dalrymple. Wh ray 
he great expence ariſing from the purſuit of theſe objects ne im. 
not confined to regular and eſlabliſhed diſburſements, but is in- «dy, 
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creaſed by accidental loſſes. 1 „ 

Vour are reſtrain themſelves from a more ample de- 
tail of the liberal and comprehenſive plan purſued by the Com- 
pany. They truſt that the ſpecimen already given will evincg 

1 the ſyſtem of 2 
excluſive- Company, and which has ever been directed by the 
Eaſt India Company to che proſperity and welfare of Gre 


| Thel ! 


u , e 


Ko 


| Their Lordſhips may perhaps require a liſt of thoſe places 


been made to trade ; ſuch a liſt would comprehend almoſt every 
part or place to the eaſtward of the Cape of Good Hope, hither-. 


ty, 

k | o diſcovered, and Where it was preſumed commerce was prac- - 
the cable :- For your Committee can aſſure the Court, that no 
ny part or place in thoſe ſeas can be named, which has not upon 
vl ome occaſion attrafted the attention of the Company, and 
yed here attempts have not been made in conſequence; to ellabliſh 


z beneficial intereourſe. 


jr place is unneceſſary and impoſſible. Whoever trades to 
London has a communication with all parts of Great Britain ; 
nd it is remarkable, that foreigners frequently -proceed upon 
he ſame principles in India, by giving a preference to the 


ble Company's ſettlements. 1 | 

ex- Having ſaid thus much with regard to the general principles 
dla. pon which the Company have conducted themſelves, your 

s of ommittee will proce to the immediate objects of their Lord- 
ced, Tips enquiry. | | 


ighth voyage, and which has alluſion to ſome proceedings in 
je year 1613, but it is ſuppoſed that the earlieſt attempt by the 


ittee do not attempt to reconcile the contradiftion, it bang 


The firſt document which can be found reſpecting Japan, is i 


which the Company have explored, or to which attempts have 


To ſettle factories and to ſend ſhips N inſignificant port 


grant of privileges from the emperor to the Company for tbe 


ompany to trade with Japan was in that year. Your Com- 


mpts ery immaterial : letters dated in 1615 have been preſerved, 
The MW hich conſiderably elucidate the nature of the trade, and the 
n of WWincipal objeft of the Company. Further materials are pre- 
ſpirit med belonging to 1616, 1620, down to 1623, when it wag 


termined to abandon the trade altogether. | 3 
Among theſe documents there appears another grant from the 


erce, Emperor to the Engliſh Company, in 1846, containing privi- 
to be ges for a general trade. . „ 7 
con- Ihe reſuſt of theſe papers is, 1ſt, That the articles proper for 

ercul WS: in Japan conſiſted of India and China manufactures, ſilks, 


id raw filks, ſpices, drugs, ſandall wood, hides, ' &c. with 
me ſmall proportion of Sores articles. 3 

2dly, That one great object of the Company was, to intro · 
ce themſelyes to a connettion with the Chineſe through Ja- 


dan. | | | 
ah, That finding themſelves diſappointed in their endes. 
urs to form conneAions: with China, and ſuſtaining heavy 


b the les! N 1 * 311 | a 92 a 
Grea in conſequence of their trade with Jann, they demie 


abandon their eſtabliſhment in that 


Although 


i, and to carry on a general trade between India, China, and 


- 
* 
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1180 PARLIAMENTARY: Commons, 
Although Japan is mentioned upon ſeveral occaſions, ſubſe. 
quent to the year 1623, yet it does not appear, that any at. 
tempt was made to revive the trade with that country direct, 
will the year 1673. A very full account of-that attempt ſtands 
upon the Company's records; but it proved unſucceſsful, 
The objeftion made by the Emperor was, that the King of 
by England had married a daughter of Portugal, who was his bit. 
ter enemy. 5 / | | ns | 
Whether the true reaſon was given, or that it aroſe from the 
- intrigues of the Dutch, or from ſuperſtition, in conſequence of 
an old prophecy - which is alluded to in the payed of thoſe 
times, is now immaterial. It was, however, the laſt attempt 
= by the Company for a ſeitlement on the Ifland of 
apan. | | 
8 abies that. about this period, when the Dutch were 
eſtabliſhed at Tywan, they nad : it their ſtorehouſe for the la. 
pan trade, as it was centrical alſo for China, and deſirable for 
other purpoſes. The Engliſh Company, in the year 1670, 
obtained a grant from the King of Tywan, and eſtabliſhed a 
factory there; but after ſtruggling with great difficulties, ſuſtain. 
ing heavy loſſes, and being totally diſappointed in their expec- 
tations of communicating with Japan, &c. in the year 1682 the |} 
Company gave orders to withdraw the factory. Nevertheleſs, 
it does not appear that Tywan was abandoned on the conqueſt 
of that place 4s the Tartars in the year 1689. 
It has been mentioned before, that one great object the Com. 
pany had in view by fettling in Japan, was to open a trade with 
China. At a ſubſequent period, the Company having eſta. 
bliſhed a regular communication with China, your Committee 
find inſtructions to the Supra Cargoes (in the year 1699) to uſe 
every endeavour in their power to promote an intercourſe with | 
Japan, for the purpoſe of introducing woollens, &c. into that 
and; but there is no appearance of ſucceſs. This is the whole 
your Committee can collect on the ſubject. They think it ne- 
_  cefſary, however, to add the uncontradicted affertion of a 
former Court of Directors, viz. that the attempts to promote 
a trade with Japan have coſt the Company near C. 50,000. 
Other papers having occurred in the courſe of your Com- 
mittee's reſearches, which tend to throw lights upon the trade 
with Japan, they will beg leave to intrude ſome further obſer- 
vations on the ſubjec e. | 1 
From a curious and authentic paper, dated in the year 1664, 
When the trade of Japan, and particularly with the Dutch, ws 
the moſt fouriſhing, th6 particular of the cargoes of 29 ſhips, 
from different paris of India and China, are correctly ſtated, 
and will be found in the Appendix, No. 4. If the particular 


% 
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of the Dutch imports into Japan could have been added, the 15 
information would bade been compleat. | V 171 
| The ſame paper contains a correct account of ths vg of 2 8 
Dutch ſhip from Japan, VIZ. 1 
460,000 Catties of pan copper bars. f 
9,5044 Ditto camplyre. 1 
101 Pieces ſeveral wax works. 1 
2,332 Pieces of ſilk Ruffs. 4 
190 Silk gowns. 13 
93,543 China diſhes for Holland. hy 
41,500 Chinaditto of different ſorts. Bi) 
396 China ditto for the W ſhops at Batavia, lh 
2,720F Catties of tea, | $1 
50 Bales of Fingoſa rice. 14 
347 Singee plants. a 4 
There is alſo an imperfe& account of the cargoes of 4 oy 
more Dutch ſhips; the amount is ſaid to be ge 1, 995 164 
of which in gold 72,765. There is likewiſe ſilver, but the "By 
amount is not mentioned, nor is there a detail of the remaining $i! 
part of theſe cargoes, . IR 1 
The reaſon which induces your e to mention «a 1 
circumſtances, is, that in the year 1782 a propoſal was made to 1 
the Company for reviving their trade to Japan, by a BY: 
who appeared to have been well acquainted with the nature of 1 
the trade. He delivered a plan for that purpoſe, accompanied its 
with particulars neceſſary for a cargo outward, and the articles 1 
which might probably be received from Japan in return ; of 1 
which the following is an exact copy: 14 
Agood new ſhip, or one in thorough repair, of about 800 te 1 
— of which will latkekent to Lor the following tons, 14 
chandizes from Europe, the price wherein I eſtimate at about hi 
{ 7,000 ſterling. e 1 15 
| — marinum. | 14 

Broad Cloth, long and of different colours. * 

. Mumia, 14 
Serge, and half cloths of different colours þ 
Lead and pewter. wi 

Tortoiſe ſhells, if any of the mov oaks can be = 
had here, OL, "Fi 
Quickſilver, / EAR 9 1 
Saffron. | 5 34 

5 4. 1, 000 Sterl ng ſhould alſo be allowed for all kind 5 i 

"4 _ rioſities ay make preſents of, wh 
[7 


— 


8 


oo 
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n PARLIAMENTARY Cone, 
The goods to be ſhipped from our ſettlements in India muſt be 


as follows: 


Bengal ſilks. Gauineſſe. 
„r SGralempores. 
Camphire. | Elephants teeth, 


Armozeens of all colours. Catyon. 

3 of inferigr quality. Portyock. 
Taffachelas. | Rattans. 

Ginghams, Powder ſugar. 


Which eng from Europe and India will together amount 
to about . 26,000 ſterling. The Company will receive in re- 
turn from Japan, to be delivered at Bengal or the Coaſt of Co. 
romandel, the following articles: In copper refined. 7,500 Pi. 
_ at 133+ per Picol, Engliſh weight. In ke, 700 
Picols. | | | 

This clear of all expences for loading and unloading, living 
in the country, &c. | „ 

If to theſe articles are added ſandall woad, hides, ſpices, drugs, 
and China ſilks, which are not properly articles of the Engliſh 
Company's trade, the aſſortment for cargoes for Japan wil] 
appear to be not much. unlike thoſe of the year 1664. He 
added, that a regular eſtabliſhment was neceſſary, and that the 
| ſucceſs of the enterprize depended altogether on a chief, who 
was well acquainted with the cuſtoms and manners of Japan. 
. Although a perſonal communication with the author of the 
plan was attempted, it never could be accompliſhed; nor can 
your Committee vouch for the authority upon which the pro- 

ſal above mentioned was made. But if allowance is made 
for the alterations conſequent to the great diſtance of time from 
the year 1664, and from the difference between the Dutch and | 
Engliſh trade, there will be found a ſtriking ſimilarity between 
the returns actually made from Japan at a former period, and 
thoſe expected by the plan of 1782. 

If theſe iſes are well founded (and your Committee have 
no other upon which they can form a conjecture) it is obvious, 
that the trade with Japan never can become an objett of atten- | 
tion for the\manufattures and produce of Great Britain. Among 
the few European articles which are enumerated, quickſilver is 
nee nuch cheaper and in greater abundance in China. 

uppoſing, however, that woollens, lead, and curioſities for ſuch 

a a cargo, could be made to amount to C. 8,000, what is to be 
received in payment? About C. go, ooo or J. 32,000 value in 
copper, an article which is alſo the produce of Great Britain, 
and which muſt be diſpoſed of in India to the prejudice of our 
mines. Th Oo Britain on the one hand would gain 
TN e 5 : ; ; _ ; Wy 2 "= 7+ 8,000, 


(. 8,000, while ſhe loſt on the other C. 32,000.-Confiderin 

the imperfe&t materials to which your Committee are'confined, 
and the great length of time which has elapſed ſince any com- 
munication has been had with the iſland of Japan, every indul- 
gence is due to opinions which they have ventured to ſuggeſt. 
But after adverting to ſuch circymſtances as have occurred ſub- 
ſequent to the dechne of the Dutch trade, and to certain advan- 
tages over other European nations poſſeſſed by the Dutch, in 
conſequence of the excluſive products of their iſlands, and their 
Jong reſidence in Japan, your Committee are inclined to think 
the trade with that iſland is more calculated for the commerce 
del Inde en Inde, than for the promoting the ſale of Britiſh _ 
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manufactures and produce, 
PERSIA. 
Your Committee will, in the next place, offer ſuch informa. - 
and obſervations as relate to Perſia, in compliance with 
their lordſhips requeſt. . | 
That Empire is moſt happily ſituated for trade, almoſt ſur- 
rounded by Arabia, Turkey, the Tartars, and countries whoſe 
commerce is imperfectly known to the North and North Eaſt, 
and alſo by India; it has moreover a very conſiderable tract of 
ſea coaſt, and communicates at the ſame time with Aleppo and 
Conſtantinople, through Buſſora and Bagdat, and with Ruſſia 
by means of the Caſpian fea. If to theſe circumſtances are 
added 1ts former ſtate of proſperity, affluence, and ſplendour, 
with the fertility of ſoil, and its numerous natural productions, 
it is reaſonable to form great expectations from ſuch a combina. 
tion of circumſtances. Perſia, however, adds another melan- 
choly inſtance of thoſe found in the annals of hiſtory, that every 
bleſſing which nature can beſtow is of no avail, unleſs accom- 
panied by that peace and tranquillity which alone reſults from 
a ſteady well. regulated government. 5 
During the time of Nadir Shaw's uſurpation, the Company 
found themſelves expoſed to repeated inſtances of _ on; 
notwithſtanding the Shaw directed that the loſs which Mr. Jonas 
Hanway ſuſtained by the ſeizure of his woollens ſhould be made 
good to him. From the aſſaſſination of Nadir Shaw until the 
eltabliſnment of Kerim Khan, the empire was plunged into the 
deepeſt confuſion and diſtreſs. The reſult of this (as ſtated in 
the Firſt Report) was, that the Company could place no reliance 
whatever, nor obtain any ſolid protection from a Perſian phir- 
maund. Under the laſt-mentioned prince, commerce had begu 
o revive, and very conſiderable. progreſs had been made at his 
death, which happened early in the year 1779. The confuſion. 
55 | occaſioned. 


occaſioned by that event did not ſubſide until Jaffer Khan (the 
nephew of Kerim) aſſumed the government of the ſouthern pro. 
vinces, Schyras and its dependencies, in the year 1784: His 
conduct with regard to trade was ſimilar to that of Kerim Khan; 
and at the time he was aſſaſſinated in the year 1789 a conſider. 
able degree of confidence had appeared in the ſtability and equity 
ol his government. e 
The preſent ruler of Schyras, Lutf Ally Khan, has already 
manifeſted the ſame diſpoſition to protett and encourage 
foreigners in their trade. e | 
I, in addition to the political convulſions before mentioned, 
we conſider the havock made by maladies, which in ſome places, 
and upon ſome occaſions, on the confines of Turkey, are ſtated 
to have deſtroyed one third of the inhabitants; the emigrations 
which have enſued ; the few in number now left to enjoy caſe 
and affluence, whence trade derives its beſt ſupport z the com- 
pariſon between the paſt and preſent ſtate of. erſia, in every 
reſpe&, will be found truly deplorable. EK . 
he trade of Ormus has been long ſince loſt. It is the ſame 
with regard to Gombroon, whence the Company withdrew their 
eſtabliſhment, in conſequence of the heavy expence; but it 
ought to have been abandoned long before, upon a principle | 
of humanity, Further up the Gulph is Buſhire, where a Re. 
ſident is now fixed. Beyond that is Bundanck, formerly 2 
place of ſome note, where the Dutch had an eſtabliſhment, upon 
- the Ifland of Carrack, but which was abandoned when they 
- withdrew from the Iſland. At the head of the Gulf, and about 
70 miles from the ſea, is Buſſora; which, although fituated in 
in Arabia Deſerta, onthe banks of the Arab river, formed by 
a junction of the Tigris and Euphrates, yet as it forms more or 
lels the centre of the Company's commercial concerns in thoſe | 
parts, it becomes abſolutely neceſſary to be introduced in the | 
preſent report. 5 N | 
At one period the Company had abandoned Ormus, Gom- 
broon, Buſhire, and Bunderick ; but, at the requeſt of Kerim 
Khan, an eſtabliſhment was made at Buſhire, which has re- 


mained ever ſince. 3 . 
The reſult of the annual ſales, both at Buſſora and Buſhire, 
have been already compriſed in the Firſt Report, under the Pre- | 
ſidency of Bombay; but for the purpoſe of complying in the 
fulleſt manner with the requeſt of their Lordſhips, your Com- 

' mittee now ſtate them ſeparately. : 
The particulars of the ſales of woollens at Buſſora will be 
found in the Appendix, No, 2. wx — 
© The particulars :of the ſales of woollens at Buſhire will be 
found in the Appendix, No, g. me tn 


— 
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In this account of the ſales at Buſhire, no duty nor expence 
aid towards the government of the country is charged. 


And your Committe will have occaſion to offer their obſer... 


vations relative to the very confiderable expence which attends 
thoſe eſtabliſhments hereafter.  _ Rees 3 

When patterns of the Norwich and Mancheſter manufactures 
were ſent to Buſſora and Buſhire, in 1788, ſome of the gu 


ties and colours were well adapted to the taſte of the Perſians; 


hut the invoice price was ſo high that the loſs muſt have been 
very conſiderable, and therefore- they were- returned, The 
manner in which Perſia has been drained of its gold and filver 


for a long period of years, has compelled the natives to eſta- 


bliſh manufaftures of coarſe cotton, and other articles, for com- 
mon wear; and with which the ſouthern parts of Perſia are at 


preſent ſupplied. 3 | 5 
Yet your Committee entertain no doubt but that the Euro- 
an articles, and woollens in particular, may be ſold, and 
readily conſumed, in Perſia. | 
There are, however, other points neceſſary for confide- 
lation: 1 


1ſt, The profit and loſs reſulting therefrom. 


2dly, The means which Perſia poſſeſſes of paying for 


thoſe ſales. | 235 | | 
gdly, The competition to be expected from European fo- 
Enough has been already ſaid with regard to the firſt; and it 


is preſumed, that a diſcuſſion of the ſecond and third will aſ- 
certain how far individuals, the ſubjects of Great Britain, have 


a proſpect of extending the ſale of her manufactures and produce 


into Perſia, beyond what the Company have done, independent 


of the heavy loſs which they muſt ſuſtain in the firſt inſtance 
from the ſale, os, 

Before your Committee proceed to the inveſtigation of thoſe 
points, it becomes neceſſary to conſider the expence ariſing to 
the Company from their eſtabliſhments at Buſſora and Buſk 
For no trade can be carried on with thoſe places from the ſea 
without a regular eſtabliſhment of perſons conſtantly reſiding 
there, to cultivate the protection of thoſe fluctuating arbitrary 
governments, by making preſents, at times, to a conſiderable 


mount, whenever a revolution may take place in the country. 


Ire. 
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116 PARLIAMENTARY Commonx, 
The average amount of ſales at Buſ- | | 3 
ſora i: [[. 50% 
And the average annual loſs is -| — . 1,130 
Beſides which, the expencę of the | . 
factory at Buſſora amounts an- 
nually to 4 4.276 
Total loſs ariſing from the ſale of | . 
woollens, and from the eſtabliſh- 555 TY 
ment - - * N | / 5,406 


The duties to the Turkiſh government are included in the 


eſtimate of profit and loſs on the ſale of woollens; but the pre. 


ſents which the factory have been obliged to make, from time 
to time (the average annual amount of which is #,630) are 


Included under the expence of the factory at Buſſora, and muſt 


be paid by thoſe who carry on the trade. 

he Company have no other emolument or trade whatſo- 
ever reſulting from their eſtabliſhment at Buſſora, by which an) 
part of the expence of C. 4,276 per annum can be recovered; 
and they incur a further annual expence at that place of 
C. 2,311, for ſupplies furniſhed to the Bombay cruizers, and 


tor the charge of receiving and forwarding packets to and from 


Europe. 
The average annual amount of ſales 5 Tn” | 
at Buſhire is - C. 2,608| 


The annual loſs reſulting therefrom | 
* - — 4 — L- 123 

Beſides which, the expence of the | 

factory at Buſhire amounts an- | 

__- + > 0 1,375 

IR r 4 punt 

ariſing from the ſale of woollens, and from the eſtabliſhment. 
There are no preſents to the government of Buſhire, nor to 


the ſuperior government at Schyras, for reaſons already men- 


tioned; but ſhould the trade with Perſia improve, thoſe pre- 
ſents will be expected hereafter, and muſt be made. 
The advances to the Bombay cruizers, at this reſidency, 


amount to about /. g40 per annum. 


Although it is impoſſible that a complete cargo of Europe 
goods could be formed capable of being ſold in all or in an) 
parts of the Gulf, yet, as your Committee have made their cal- 


culation upon a freight of C. 10 per ton, they do not charge 


additionally for the freight from Bombay to Buſbire and Buſ- 


ſora, 


Dc o 3 9. 
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fora, nor do they include ſome other charges, which would fall 


very heavy upon individuals, 


They muſt obſerve, however, that the Bombay cruizers are a 


very great expence to the Company, but abſolutely neceſſary to 
Nig the intercourſe. with the Gulph of Verſia from the 
depredations of pirates; and conſequently ſome part of that ex- 
ence muſt be commercial. 85 


elf it ſhall beaſked, Why the Company ſupport eſtabliſbments- 


at ſuch a heavy and certain expence? the anſwer will amount 
to a complete juſtification of the liberal principles of the Com- 
pany, and refute the opinions their Lordſhips have been pleaſed 
to ſuggeſt. The Company are deprived of the means of an 
eftabliſhment on the borders of the Red Sea; from the want of 


protection, and in conſequence of expence which would ariſe 


much beyond the preſent object; they are ſatisfied with ſettles 
ments at ZBuſſora and at Buſhire notwithſtanding the great loſs 
they have ſuſtained for many years, and which may probably 
continue for many more. And to this the Company ſubmit, on 
the mere poſſibility that Arabia, the interior parts of Turkey, or 


| Perſia, may at length fall under a well regulated government; 


and becauſe Buſſora and Buſhire are well ſituated for obtaining 
information, as well as for improving every favourable circum- 
ſtance which eventually may ariſe. | 


If the Company's eſtabhſhments ſhould be withdrawn, and 


individuals be diſpoſed to attempt the trade with Perſia, there 


muſt be perſons reſident on the ſpot, and a conſiderable expence 
will neceſſarily accrue. e | 
But this is not the whole inconvemence. In a country 
where the exchange is nominal, (which is the caſe with Turkey 
as well as ure the proceeds of goods ſold muſt be inveſted in 
the produce of the country. | 4 
The uſual prices, at which ſuch produce will ſell at the place 
of their deſtination, is always below (and ſometimes conſider- 


ably below) the nominal courſe of exchange, unleſs in the caſe 


of accidents and conſequent ſpeculations. If individuals ſhall 
prefer to receive gold or ſilver in ſuch countries as Turkey or 


Perſia, inſtead of produce, there is an additional, and ſometimes 


a conſiderable, loſs ariſing therefrom. . | | 
As it is evident therefore that returns cannot be made in bills, 
and that gold and ſilver will augment the loſs, it becomes neceſ- 


ary to take a ſhort review of what Perſia affords, in order to 


aſcertain whether any other means exiſt of making returns for 


the ſale of European articles. 


The manufa&tures and produce of Perſia 3 ſilks, brocades, 


OL, II; 


| carpets, manufactures of ſteel, ſword blades, ſpear heads, gun 
barrels, glaſs, roſe water, altar of roſes, cotton a] 
NY : | dats © 


- 


N 
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one fifth part can be returned to India in the produce of 1. 
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ſhawls, ſheep ſkins dreſſed in a very ſuperior manner, raw ſilks, 
ſome indigo and tobacco, rhubarb, irak, drugs of different ſorts, « 
dried fruits, cotton, mines of iron and copper, wool of the Ker. k 
man ſheep, in ſmall quantities, wines, marble, and ſome trifling 9 
articles; to which muſt be added Perſian and Turkiſh coins, 
Venetian chequins, German crowns, and gold and ſilver in z 
A As thoſe individuals who carry on the whole of the trade with : 
Perſia, except in woollens, are not actuated by the ſame liberal - 
principles as the Company, it muſt be Wy pr what are the : 
articles which Perſia regularly demands, and which muſt be paid £ 
for at their full value. For until thoſe demands are fatisfied, | 
the proprietor of Britiſh woollens, &c. cannot expect payment * 
for his goods without a further addition to the heavy loſs which a 
has been ſtated. 15 | . B 
The imports into Buſſora and Buſhire from the ſea conſiſt of 90 
Bengal piece goods, chintz from the coaſt, long cloth, Porto 
Novo blue cloth, Malabar, Surat, and Guzarat piece goods, th 
Cuttanees, Cambay, Chanders, Broach and Sundy cotton, cot- _ 
ton yarn, ſhawls, bamboos, China ware, ſugar, ſugar candy, 2 
pepper, ginger, cardamums, cloves, nutmegs, cinnamon, caſſia Ap 
flowers, muſk, lack, camphire, turmerick, indiga, tootenague, Co 
red lead, coffee, tobacco, Britiſh woollens, iron, lead, ſteel, uin, W 
and a variety of drugs. 5 8 5 pre 
A conſiderable part of the importations into Buſſora is no in 
doubt for Turkey, and probably for Arabia, as well as Perſia; | pur 
but as moſt of thoſe articles are alſo imported into Buſhire {the oo 
Indian manufattures however, in ſmall quantities, but the others my 
in a much larger proportion) it muſt be admitted, that ſome of exp 
thoſe neceſſary for the ſupply of the empire of Perſia (under ſuch defe 
a climate) muſt be of confiderable value, and naturally entitled | the 
to a preference over woollens, or other European articles; whullt, =Þ 
on the other hand, the products of Perſia are not ſuitable for an 0 
the Indian markets. | 2 N The 
It has been found indeed by experience, that notwithſtanding | alwa 
the. loſs, India is a conſtant drain upon Perſia for its gold and grou 
filver. This loſs is made good to the Indian merchant by a Indi 
roportioned advance upon the price of the goods which he ſells; | the 1 
bw that loſs, fo far from being compenſated to the . Tur] 
merchant, would become an addition to a hurthen which 15 the ] 
already too great. When your Committee ſtate, that the pro- FI 
duQts of Perſia are not ſuitable to the Indian markets, they beg at L 
to be underſtood in a comparative ſenſe only, The exact pro- mini 
zortion cannot be ' aſcertained, although pou poo have been * 
ae purpoſe; but there is reaſon to believe, that not pure] 


Pg 
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The remainder; or balance, muſt therefore be paid in the preciou cious 
metals; for the rich and moſt valuable produfts of ſilks is in no 


demand. 


In addition to this conſtant drain upon the count y muſt be 


which atleaſt 10,000 annually refort; and it will be 
at if merchants require payment in gold or filyer for 
articles which conftitute, in the moſt favourable point of view, 
a force trade, fuch payment muſt produce an enormous loſs, or 
deduction, from the current courſe of exchange. | | 
Having thus ſlated the difficulties which occur relative to the 
very ſlender means which Perſia poſſeſſes of paying for her 
imports from India, and which apply ſtill more forcibly to Great 
Britain, your Committee will proceed to the gd point, viz. the 
competition to be expected from European foreigners: 


- 


In the year 1681, the Turkey merchants remonſtrated againſt 


the Eaſt India Company in particular for interfering with them 
in the ſale of woollens in the northern parts of Perſia. At that 
period ſilks, carpets, &c. were in England, by which means 


returns could be ſecured, But the conteſt on the part of the 


Company, even at that time, was not for a beneficial market, 


being compelled by their charters to export manufactures and 


produce to a certain amount; and which, as they could not fell 
in India, they were compelled to ſend woollens to Perſia, for the 
purpoſe of avoiding a total loſs. If the Turkey merchants 
could procure returns, and ſell the ſilks in the ſame proportions 
as formerly, they would be equally capable of extending their 
exports of woollens, &c. for the expence of carriage acroſs the 
deſerts, including the inſurance from riſk, and the duties paid to 
the wandering tribes, &c. is very moderate. 
Unfortunately the filk manufacture has never been deemed 
an object worthy the protection of government in this country. 
The heavy duty paid on the importation of the raw material will 
aways prevent the manufacturers from contending: upon equal 
ground with thoſe of foreign nations; whilſt. the produee of 
India and China; with a ſmall quantity from Italy, precludes 
the neceſſity of importing any from Perſia, and very httle from 
Turkey, as heretofore, for our domeſtic conſumption, and for 
the little proportion of the export trade which we enjoy. 

France has purſued a different courſe; and the manufacture 
at Lyons, which owes its eſtabliſhment to one of the ableſt 
miniſters that country ever boaſted, employs filk of every country 
and of every. deſcription. The Perks and Turkey ſilks are 
purchaſed from the merchant of Marſeilles, who receives them 
in return for the woollens and manufactutes of France, which 
he had previouſſy exported. 8 


ee made by the Perſians to Kuballey and 
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In the north, Ruſſia is making rapid ſtrides towards con. 
ante pre- eminence; and at Moſcow, Perſian ſilk is fold in 
arge quantities, whilſt it is ſeldom, if ever, ſeen in London. 
It is in vain to contend againſt ſuch competitors; and there. 
fore, under all the ret eee ſtated, your Committee are 


FE! 


decidedly of opinion, that the export of Britiſh manufactures , 
and produce to Perſia by ſea cannot be increaſed, either by the | 5 
Company or by individuals, until that empire, or the countries þ 
which ſurround it, ſhall obtain the bleſſings of a regular and tone 
_ eſtabliſhed government, 3 1 ſeal 
And even if that event ſhould ever happen, doubts muſt fill | 
re; in whether Ruſſia, but more particularly France, will not | 
alw ys be enabled to ſupply Perſia with European goods upon 
better terms than Britiſh ſubjets, for reaſons which have been 
fully ſtated in the preſent Report, NS 
I. SMITH BURGES, © 
| ; F. BARING, | 
FTaſt India Houſe, JOHN MANSHIP, 
11th January 1792, OHN HUNTER, 
. W. ELPHINSTONE, 
HUGH INGLIS, 
| . 
. . Ope! 
POSTSCRIPT. | Et | rivec 
- SINCE the above Report was ſigned, information has been 150, 
communicated to your Committee of the particulars of the | 
- Cargoes of two Dutch ſhips bound to Japan, in the years 1770 
and 1 77G Your Committee beg to add a copy of this informa- on 
tion in Appendix, No. 4+ oe TE. 
| 1 J. SMITH BURGES, | 
. | | F. BARING, or I 
Eaſt India Houſe, OHN MANSHIP, | 
18774 January, 1792. 800 HUNTER, - 
GS nh. e HUGH INGLIS, 17, 
| W. ELPHINSTONE, > 
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rler of a 9 5 rejeBing the Cargoes of Tein 
| DUTCH SHIPS, 


AFTER the die 75 the laſt ſhips from Batavia, foveral 
tonckes from China; Tonkeene, Teywan, were departed, and this 
fealon 29 of them are arrived in Japan; viz. 


From Syam, 

From Cambodia. N | 

From Queenam. ; : | 
From Luborne. | 

From Tywan, by Aung, 
From Antray. 
From Amew. 

From Outſeaw. 


From Nankeen, js 555 8 


The firſt ſhip from Syam the laſt year, and f ſet out by the 3 | 
Opera Cinneratt, and wintered in Queenam 3 - and Kt ſeaſon ar- 
tired in Japan the 11th July laſt, laden with the following goods: 


150,000- Cattees of Japan * 100 1 of alegirs con- nh 


> 


J — ö 5 
„s 


533 Bundles of baſt,” for | 1 
brooms. Ld of cuſhion cloths. 135 is | 
2,895 Buffalo Horns. 3 Pl. of ſennan : | 1 


1,000 Ca. cittaw. 5õ Pieces of cam lets. 


150 Ca. caſſia linga. 


650 Ca, horee borree. 
2,456 Pieces of ſalempores. 
185 Pots of nammarak. 

72 Hart ſkins, 
100 Ca. of red earth. 
17,000 Ca. of black ſugar. 
600 Cattees of pepper. 


The other two 24 Lomb Syam arrived i in Japan the 2d and * 8 
ollowing goods: . 


of September, with 


54,600 Cattees old pinnan 
6,720 Ca. hug a4 


44215 Pl. jamama. 43 Fl. of alcatecles, 
1,972 Pl. of cheman, Ps. of ſaffaran. foie 
250 Buck ſkins, 97 Ca. of drugs. 

14-700 Ca, tin, 5,400 Hare Kine. 


oy . 5 
2 Ca. of ver million. = 
* 1 * « A ; 


o Hare ſkins. 
130 Pl. hockins. 
6 Pl. pe 


petuanoes. 
111 Packs with clappas 
ſheel. 


I Ca.' Dh appas oil. 


I 5,836 


» 
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15,836 Fiſh ſkins. TONE 16 Ps. of maddap hunts, 
2, 203 Buffalo horns, 74 Aligia condracks, 
660 Cow hides, 142,000 Ca. of white ſugar, | k 
11,200 Ca. canes. © 28,400 Ca. of black ſugar. 8 
13.070 Ca, cupock. 9,360 Pieces of harts ſkins, 
2, 700 Ca. red earth. 140 Pieces of cobbittors, 
5 70 Pieces of ſandell wood, 650 Ca. of bark of trees, 
4,860 of ivory. 300 Ca, of burnt allum. 
2138 Ca. of rhinoſery. 100 Ca. of drugs. 
200 Ca. of agel wood, 150 Ca. of gilligoom. 
78 Pl. of girlitts. roo Ca. of waſh 
12 Pl. of gazeens. 20 Ca. of cloves. 
16 Ps. of red panices. 2 Cheſts of ſmall wares, | 
2 Pl. of ſenangees. Ms. | 4 
4 | : , 2 
The three ſhips that came from Cambodia, and arrived in Japan 
the 5th, 18th, and 25th of Auguſt; the firſt was the toncke of the | 
rich forſaken Chineſe Coquan, who, under pretence of being ſick, | 24t 
1 hath obtained leave to remain yet a year in Japan; the lading of | 
theſe three toncks were as followeths - = OY" 4 ty 
1 92,710 Hart ſkins. | 35 Ca. of callamback, 00 
T 2, 60% Cow hides, © | 60,000 Ca. of nammorack, 
4 33 Tiger ſking. 120 Ca, of caſſia lingua. | 
522 Hare ſkins. 20 Ca. of burneſa cam- | Ly 
14 1,520 Fiſh ſkins. | phire. | I 
i 3,600: Buck ſkins. 350 Ca. of ſpelter. 3 
14 27745 Buffalo horns. 500 Cai of vermillion. 5 
i 33 Cattees of renoſſer hors 200 Ca. of radix china. 4 
14 700 Ca. and 2 pieces of ele- 20 Ca. of ſerpent wood. 
14 phants teeth; 1 5 Ca. of nephene. 2 
11 30 Ca. of hart ſkins, | 2,000 Ca. of drugs. 
14 35,00 Ca. of cambodia nuts. 330 Ca. of wrt. ſilk. 1 
14 71,400 Ca. of black ſugar. 50 Ca. of ſitta w. brot 
* 13, 300 Ca. of white ſugar. 12. Ca. of ſewing ſilk. 
il 2, 200 Ca. of ſugar candy. 7,593 Pieces of filk ſtuffs, "eo 
17 20,000: Ca. of ſappan wood. 65 Pl. of camblets. ö 
14 5,300 Ca. of waſh. | 325 Pl. coarſe cloth. 2, 
43 300 Ca. of pepper. 100 Ca. of gold thread. 10 
+ 63 Ca. of cloves. 100 Ca. of capock. | 
17 210 Ca. of caſſambay. 20 Cheſts of ſmall wares. 10, 
17 g ; 9 i 2 N | ; py | | 30, 
4.1 The four jonckes of Queenam arrived in Ja 19th, 22d, and Js 
Th 31ſt Auguſt, with theſe goods: en 8 2, 
4 / 1,010, Ca. of callumback. 31,080 Ca. of pepper: | | 
1% 1, 100 Ca. of ſerpent wood, 1,500 Ca. of-ipelter. h 
197 373 Pieces of ebony. 22,044 Fiſh ſkins. | 
(| 21,700 Ca. of nammerack. 784 Hare ſkins. 
1 EF | „„ 1 8 2,774 


1 


and 


722 


* 3 


8 11 teeth. 16, 200 Ca. of cambodia nuts. 
9,427 Buffaloes horns. 61,801 Ca. of bark of trees. 
30,260 Ca. of white ſugar, . 200 Ca. bf yellow filk. 

122,000 Ca. of black ſugar, | 16,290 Ca, of drugs. 


150 Ca. of ſugar eandy. ; 13,520 Ca. of ſellaw. - | 
7,890 Ca. of cotton wool, in 1, 387 Pieces of filk ſtaffs. 


14 bags. 
The joncke from Luborne arrived at Japan 22d Auguſt, wich 
ir1 Pieces of filk ſtuw. goo Ca. of ſugar candy. 
| 150 Ca, of radix china. 4,000 Ca. of ſorter. 
600 Ca. of nammarack. 150 Ca. of tea. 
42,000 Ca. of white ſugar. 2 Cheſts with ſmall ware. 


23, 00 Ca, of black ſugar. 230 Ca. of drugs. 


The three jonckes from Tywan, which arrived at Japan 20d; 
24th, and 26th July, bringing as followeth: . - + 


$1,200 Hart ſkins, whereof + g1 Ca, of vermillion. 


9,760 were of 10 Ca. of ſerpent wood. 
$00,800 Ca. of white ſugar, 11 Ca. of niffen roots. 
therein 10,800 of For- 20, 400 Ca. of drugs. | 
| moſa. n 1,350 Ca. of radix china. 
37,000 Ca. of black ſugar. 150 Ca. of gold thread. 
1,700 Ca. of ſugar cand. 27 Cheſts of ſmall wares. 
3,032 Fiſh ſkins. : 200 Ca. of white ſilks. 
5,100 Ca, of nammarack. 294 Pieces of filk ſtuffs. 
48,400 Ca. of ſappan wood, 2,091 Pieces of hempen cloth. 
125 Hare ſkins. | - 1,014 Ps. of callicoes and 
2,000 Ca. of ſpelter. ſmall things. 
as remaining 15, which came from China, and arrived at Japan, 
rought 
45,701 Cas. wrt, filk. 2213 Striped filk ſtuffs. 
450 Ca. of tonken ſilk. 387 Cuſhion cloths. 
2,930 Ca. of ſewing ſilk. 35 Cloths of gold. 
10,385 Pelings, 60 Pl. ſallampores. 
43 Queenam pelingss. 1,869 Ps. cotton linen. 
10,840 Geelems. | 16,502 Ps. of hempen cloths. 
39,955, Pancies. _ | 1,265 Ps. of camblets. | 
5,039 Scowells. ' 40 Thread ſeſtentines. 
2,394 Sattins. 4 Ps. of Chineſe ſerge. 
347 Velvets. | 24 Senangees. | 
57 Embredors. 15 4 Fabbettaes. 
250 Damaſks, 4,500 Cattees of cotton. 


246 Gayſon. _ 15 Ells of black doth, 
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8 Ca. of watton, | 100 Ca. of ſerpent wood. 
791,160 Ca. of white ſugar. 100 Ca. of callambacca, 
_ . , 160,010 Ca. of black ſugar. 75,280 Ca. of drugs. 
42,070 Ca. of ſtick ſugar. 2,70 e e 
18,080 Ca. of ſappan wood. 84 Tea pots. 
- $6,650 Ca. of ſpelte. 2 Chefts with books. 
3,540 In 6 pots of namarack. 670 Bundles with China 
9,150 Ca. of waſh. | © 90h „ 
2,225 Ca. of China roots. 74,260 Hart ſkins. 
71 Ca, of nuce roots. 9b Fiſh ſkins. 
273 Ca. of fine cloves. . 3-375 Jammamies, 
3 Ca. of muſk. : 3.173 Cobbettoes. 
300 Ca. of alum. 70 Cow hides, 
50 Ca. of burnt allum. t5o Buck ſkins. 
88 Ca. of vermillion. 20ò0ñ Cheſts china. 


» from 1780-831 to 1785-6. 


0 goo Ca. of ſittaw. 150 Chiman. 8 
4 | 250 Ca. of China dye. 5 91. 
"ii 100 Ca. of boreaux. 18,178 Buffalo horns. 8 
Il 1,000 Ca. of bark of trees. 1,440 Ca. of elephant teeth, - 
1 7 Ca. of dye ſtuff. 48500 Ca. caſſia lingua. 5. 
ih | 160 Ca. of 12 cheſts, and 192 Cheſts of ſmall wares. 2 
di | 230 bundles of gold | 4 
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. APPENDIX, No. 4 


CaRGO 15 a DUTCH SHIP wooded to JAPAN 
in the Year 1770. 


Lead Tin, uanti no ſocio 
Powder » Qu * 5,326 Peculs. 
Sapan Wood = « = 206 

| eee „ On — 362 
Flints 8 — — - 50 
Pepper. + - . 929 7 — 20 
Putchuck - „ 11 


' »* i 


Cloves — 55 1 24 
Tortoiſe Shell! 15 
Cotton Yarn =» - - - 11 
Fiſh Skins - . 4 3 


Mother of Pearl Shell AD 3 
Looking Glaſſes n= «a 


CARGO . a - DUTCH SHIP to JAPAN in the 
Year 1776.4 : 


23 Cheſts. 


Silver = „ 


8 Birds Neſt — 5 „ ES 17 N eculs. 
7: Pepper 4.2 0 
4 Blue — ry yo Wes ® „ 2 5 1 
7 C/ / + WM 

: Tin - - — - >, - ,, - 2,494 

Camblets - -  <- 7 Pieces. 
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Ma. BARING, 
EAST. TIVDIA TRADE. 


Ir 
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THIS DOCUMENT, $0*GENERALLY INTERESTING, WILL 
GIVE OUR READERS THE CLEAREST STATEMENT OF 
THE IDEAS OF MINISTERS UPON THE EXCLUSIVE 
TRADE OF OUR COMPANY TO INDIA, 


A VARIETY of neceſſary avocations have prevented me 


from returning an earlier anſwer to your Letter of the 


1 7th of January, incloſing © Hints for the ee ee of forming 


« aw Arrangement for the Renewal of the Company's excluſive 
„Trade.“ I ſhall now Rate to you a few obſervations on the 
objects of that Paper; and, I truſt, by doing fo explicitly, it may 


enable the Court of Directors to take the ſubje& under their 


conſideration! more in detail than has hitherto been done. As! 
mean in the' obſervations I am now to offer, to ſubmit my 
general ideas on the ſubject, without concert (it not being yet 
matured for ſuch concert) with the reſt of his Majeſty's Conti- 
dential Servants, I muſt reſerve the privilege of reconſidering 
any of the points on which I may b occaſion to give an 
opinion, if upon farther reflection I ſhall ſee cauſe to alter it in 
any reſpect. 1 | . 

The Hints tranſmitted to me are claſſed under three ſeparate 


heads, and I ſhall obſerve upon them in the ſame order. 


With regard to the firſt, vz. The Government of India 


with the Conduct and Management of the Territorial Reve- 
* nues,” I find it unneceſſary 10 trouble you with any detail {i 
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the preſent age of the buſineſs. If the mode at preſent adopted 
for the 6 of India is to be examined on any princi- 
ples of general theory, it may be liable to many criticiſms; but 
it has been proved, by experience, to anſwer the purpoſe of 4 
ſucceſsful and proſperous adminiſtration of our India affairs; 
and under theſe circumſtances it feems much wiſer to found on 
the baſis of eſtabliſhed ſyſtems, than to ſubſtitute in their room 
the moſt plauſible untried theories, It may perhaps be thoughe 
right to make ſome variations on the preſent form of the Board 
of Commiſſioners for India affairs; but as theſe will not vary 
any of the general principles by which the buſineſs is at preſent 
conducted, through a Board of Commiſſion and the Court of 
Directors, it is unneceſſary in the preſent general ſketch of the 
ſubje&t, to enter more ere into that detail. 
The ſecond head is a conſideration of great importance, and 
upon which there is undoubtedly great difference of opinion; 
but meaning frankly to throw out the opinion I at preſent enter. 
tain, I am free to * that, under all circumſtances, the advan- 
tages of continuing trade under an excluſive charter do, in my 
judgment, greatly outweigh the force of any objections Which 
baye reached me on the ſubject of the Indian monopoly; and 
I am ſanguine enough in my opinion to believe, that when the 
ſubject is canvaſſed to the bottom, the merchants and manufac- 
turers of Great Britain and Ireland, who are ſuppoſed to be the 
moſt intereſted in the deciſion of this queſtion, will concur with 
me in that opinion. But in delivering this opinion, I'defire to 
be underſtood as ſpeaking of a regulated monopoly; by which 
expreſſion I mean, that the monopoly muſt be ſo regulated as to 
enſure to the merchants and manufacturers the certain and 
ample means of exporting to India, to the full extent of the 
demand of that country for the manufattures of this, and like- 
wiſe a certainty that in ſo far as the produce of India affords raw 
materials for the manufactures of Great Britain or Ireland, that 
produce ſhall be brought home at a rate as reaſonable as the 
circumſtances of the two countries Will admit of, 
In ſtating this obſervation, I am not bringing forward | 
Jealouſy that I perſonally entertain on the ſubje&t; tor the know- 
ledge I have derived of your affairs, by the experience I have 
had in the Government of India, has enabled me to witneſs the 
great exertions and improvements you have made in the con- 
duct of your commerce, with a view to the very objects in queſ- 
ton; but the fact is notorious, that a clandeſtine trade to a con- 
ſiderable extent is e e on between Europe and India, 
on a capital provided by Britiſh ſubjects, both in Britain and 
India. And ſo long as that trade continues the public will not 


5 
0 


be ſatisfied that every thing has been done by the Eaſt India 


Company 


| ARE 
© Company that can be done; and, of courſe, will not be ſatisfied | 
with the eontinuance of a monopoly, unleſs they are experiment. K 
ally convinced, by ſome mode or other, that the two objects, 
both of export and import, to which I have referred, are ſecur. | 
ed by arrangements ſufficiently adequate to the purpoſe. I cer- 
tainly will not take upon me finally to form an opinion on this 
TubjeRt, without a full conference with you and the Committee | 
of the Court of Directors. But my preſent ſentiment is, that 


w 
v3 


freight ſo reaſonable as to ſatisfy the merchants and manufac- 
turers of this country, that the effect of the monopoly of the 
Eaſt India Company is not calculated to bring an unneceſſary, | 
and, of courſe, an unjuſt burthen.on the manufacturing intereſt 
of Great Britain and Ireland. And I have the lefs difficulty in 
holding out this idea, becauſe it is obvious, that if the trade of 
the Eaf India Company is conducted on true commercial prin- 
ciples, they can afford to be the- carriers both of European and 
Indian goods cheaper than any individual merchant or trader 
can on his own private capiHil!ktk 
In this view of the queſtion, the propoſition ſeems reaſonable 

on both ſides; for if the exporter of Britiſh goods, and the im- 
porter of Indian raw materials, can accompliſh both objects at an 
expence more moderate than he himſelf can afford to do it, ne 
can have no reaſon to complain of the Company's monopoly ; 
and, on the other hand, if the Eaſt India Company do not con- 
tribute their aid in thoſe eſſential ſubjects, by furniſhing freight | 
at a cheaper rate than any very ras can do upon his own bot- 
tom, it is a proof that the allegation of the Company's trade not 
being conducted upon the true principles of commercial econo- 
my, is better founded than I am at preſent diſpoſed to beheve it 
to be. I am aware that there may be difficulties in the execu- 
tion of this propofition, even admitting the principle to be a juſt 
one: but theſe are more properly the ſubject of future confer- 

ence. I am ſatisfied the difficulties are not inſurmountable; 
and I am ſure it is the duty, as it muſt be the inclination of the 
Eaſt India Company, to ſmooth, to the utmoſt of their power, 

every difficulty that may occur in this eſſential part of any future 
arrangement. a 45 „„ + OS 
Under the third head, you refer to ſuch regulations and 
details as attach to India and to Eurdfes © © 7 

In fo far as relates to general regulations for the good govern- 
ment of India, or the proſperity: of its inhabitants, it would be 


foreign to the object of this letter to enter upon them, as my 
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1. pe is rs ts to thoſe, | 7 | 
i India Company, as 3 commercial 2 are dere ; 


nd therefore, I proceed to notice the by pets E 1 
fed by y ou. 4; muſt, however, conſider | que V. 0 thy „ 
are inſeparably conn ther. 


R > 


With this views Irefer you to the TM ſtate of your Bark 
5 they appear on the face of your own account; and the con- 
cluſion reſulting from the ole i 18, that 1 diſch 8 annuys 
ally at leaſt C. 500, ooo of Four Indian de 1 and after paying 
charges of werchandige, dividends upon ſtock, and every. other 
wi at home, there remains @ſurplus of above C. 700,000, 

When I ſtate this as the ſurplus, Tam viewing your trade in its 
moſt unfavourable light, and without taking into my accg % 
the inn e of your trade, the diminution of your expencen, 
or any other of the many circumſtances, which ſatisfy me that 
| am conſiderably, under che mark. when I do not face he 1 
ſurplus at more. than C. 1, 800, 00. 

Taking it, however, at that ſum, the queſtion. is, how i it ps 
be diſpoſed 'of? And I have no heſitation in giving it as my 
_ that the. Pro 92 ought to dividend of ten, in 
place of eight, per Cent, om capital, I am induced to be 
of this opinion, becauſe I obſerve, on a retroſpective view he 
their affairs, that eight per Cent. was rather leſs than their com- 
mercial dividend, upon an average, before they obtained the 

ſeſſion of the territorial revenues; and confidering the many 
Iruggles in which the yp have been engaged, and the 
many riſques their poſlef ir trade, and. 0 courle thair  - 
capital, have undergone, it would be unjuſt if they were not to 
reap the advantage of the additional dividen Pd 1 
of their affairs certainly admits of. * 

[ am aware that the payment of the Na oh of the C 
6 the firſt object of attention; but it will be obſerved, that 25 
objets do not interfere with each other; for. at the fame time 
that this additional dividend is paid to the proprietors, the gebs 
broad will be reduced to the — of three _— as 1 | 
md perhaps more ſo, than the creditors would with for: and 
hne no doubt in ſtating, that it is in many views eligible and 
convenient, that there sui be a debt in India tothe amount of 
ay millions, and therefore it ſhould pot dem below that 

kk regard o the debt at home, you vill obſerve, datinthe 
new I am now taking of the ſubjeR, I exclude R 
ideration, firſt, a ſum equal in amount to the debt doe 

vernment to the Compal leaving that to be ſet off 


4 annuity due, or that may be ſold by the Company. Sec 
, leave out the : PU 2. to 7 * ot India. = 


vor. I. nm, Te amounting 
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- amounting to C. 5,000,000, and ſuch floating debts as occur in 
7 the common courſe of your buſineſs, amountingby laſt ſtatement 
662,454.79, becauſe a full equivalent for hoch of theſe will 

be found 1 the aſſets of the Company at home, afloat, and 

 abragd, amounting by the lad latemgent, to £.12.913;854, excl. 
five of the debts owing to the Company in India. 
Wich theſe! deductions, the debt of the Company at home, 

including the debt transferred from ndia, will not exceed four | 
„„ e e, 

I take it for granted, the Company will never think of reduc. 

ing this debt lower than £/4,560,000, which they will circulate 

| in bond and therefore the-whole of the debt, for which provi 
on is o be made, is . 2,500,000, Two methods uggeſt 

_ . themſelves for the diſcharge of this ſum.Firſt, by increaſing 
the cnpital of the Company one million, by which two millions 
Way de raiſed for the extinction of the debt; and in that caſe 

the ſubſcribers to this additional capital, whether it be the pre. 

71 6 ſent Proprietors, or à ne ſet of ſubſcribers, will receive the 

1 ſame dividend as I propoſe that the Proprietors ſhould receive 

on the old capital. Thejother method is by funding this debt, 

und paying it off by inſtalments, which would be completed in 

@ few years. I certainly, for many reaſons, prefer the firſt of 

theſe methods; but one or other of them muſt be adopted —ſor it 

would be e in the. preſent moment, to leave fo large a 

quantity of bonded debt floating in the market. 

I muſt now proceed to bring e your view the claim of 

the public, for a participation in the free ſurplus which I have 

ſtated to exiſt on an accurate balance of your affairs; and hay: 
ing admitted the juſſ claims of the creditors of the Company to com 
a preference, and given a due attention to the fair expettations 10 tc 
ol the Proprietors, to an increaſe of Dividend, I have no heli 
tion inftating, that the public has an irreſiſtible claim to an ample 
[ſhare of the remaining ſurplus. ' WORE 3-1 
With this view you will recollect, that the public has alway | ment 
maintained, and the ableſt lawyers have recognized, its right to 
the territorial revenues which have been obtained in India, either 
by ceſſion or conqueſt, and the adminiſtration of thoſe revenue 
has been permitted to remain in the hands of the Company 
without any ſurrender of that claim on the part of the public 
In truth, the public never can ſurrender it; and if ever the pre 
"Tent ſyſtem of Indian Government ſhould be changed, and a ne 
mode of remittance adopted. other than through the medium o 
the Eaſt India Company, it would render it neceſfary to ente 
into a very complicated 'inveſtigation and adjuſtment of thi 
- claims of the public, limited by many fair pretenſions on the pat 
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ment of ſuch an -adjuſtment ; but 1 have no heſitation in declaring, 

e will that the various difficulties which ould attend ſuch an arrange. 

, and | ment are among many of the forcible feaſons which operate on . 


my mind, for being of opinion, that the preſent mode of Indian * 
Government, and the preſent mode of Indian remittance, Dy | 
means of an excluſive Company, acting on a large and well- 


xclu- 1 


10me, 


| four elabliſhed capital, is far prefigrable to any new ſyſtem that could 
3 be ſuggeſted. This, however, does not render it leſs neceſſary 
educ- to give a liberal attention to the intereſt the public has in the 
culate territorial revenues, which, as you well know, form an eſſential 


5 part of the preſent commercial capital of the Eaſt India Com- 
een 1 whe | es INST? SF; 
ang ; What I have juſt ffated refers, in a great meaſure, though not 
lions wholly, to the Indian part of your trade; but the concluſion I 1 
t caſe have drawn, applies with equal force to the China branch of it, 
e pre- for you cannot omit to take under your confideration how much 
e the the value of that trade has been augmented by the Commutation 
eceive Act; but in order to ſecure that object, it was neceſſary for the 
$ debt, public to burden itſelf with the other duties, to the annual 
ted in amount of C. 500,000 ſterling, I 
firſt of} Under theſe circumſtances, I think the public is juſtly war- 
—for it ranted to expeRt a ſum of participation, not leſs than f. 500,000, 
large a i that um ſhall remain, after anſwering the other claims to 
5 vhich I have allowed a preference. 5 3 
aim of It may appear E enter into a diſcuſſion, what fur- 
I have} ther appropriation may be proper, after thoſe purpoſes are 
d hays anſwered to which I have already referred; but I am perſectly 
any to convinced, that the ſurplus both in India and Europe is taken 
Nations a too Jow a ſum; and, at any rate will, in a very ſhort time, be 
\ hefita- clearly above what it is now ſtated, ſo ſoon as the revenues of 
1 am p|e India, and the ſurplus at home, are relieved of the burden with 
| which they are encumbered at the early ſtage of the arrange- 
alway ment under conſideration. I therefore, even in the preſent 
right tc moment, have no heſitation in bringing forward my opinion, as 
z, Eithel Tpicable to an ulterior period; and my opinion is, that any 
evenuet lurther ſurplus ſhould be appropriated in ſuch a manner, as to 
Mp2") Un berate as a guarantee for the capital ſtock of the Eaſt-India 
public Company; 1 from any accidents or unforeſeen calamities, 
the pron tier the capital itſelf ſhall be deteriorated, or there ſhould not 
dane the means of keeping up a dividend on the capital, equal to 
dium 0 What is now ropoſed. I ſhall be ready to detail, in any future 
0 cn ©erence I may hold with you, my ideas more at Jarge on this 
of tf part of the ſubje&; but it 1 poflel to doubt, that if ſuch a 
the pa "lateral ſecurity can be carried into practical execution, it 
91 hay BY 7 8 bs 
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| au 8 in the hig a reſerve the credit of th 
s ſtock, an 0 8 the roprietors from the dan. 
| | 2 — 4 the uninformed, and unwary among them, muſt alway; 


— — to, when the lock is my to ſ and 1 WM 


iy 85 1 bove the hoviour to be, Sir, 1 3p 1 
9 5 1 Your obedient Node ſervant, 


„Feb. 16, 1799. f 
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EAST INDIA COMPANY's INCOME ; 


HEADS or THE AGREEMENT © 
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FOR PTHEIR —_ 


NEW CHARTER 


STATEMENT. 


T's A | 4; 2 
' THE net annual income in rents and 
2 of trade, taken in the moſt un-| Fo | £- 
avourable light to the oy and : 
ſuppoſed to be conſiderably under the | 4s 


mark, is rated at 8 . PD [2,329,164 
, . 1 5 | 


At preſent, ſubjett only to the payments | 
— ; viz. 


Intereſt of . 3,200,000 on bond, at * 
4 per Cent, «- -| - - - ] 138,000 
Ditto of £.6,669,082, due in India, at | | 
various rates, making 'on the medium © i 
about 84 per Cent.. 561,923] 
Dividend * 8 per Cent. on preſent ca- i 
pital of five millions - - = 40, 00 _ 
e 6 Os: 197,089,923 
Leaving a net annual ſurplus of - | — 1,239,241 
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| HEADS FOR THE AGREEMENT, 
4. far as it has yet procee 14 5 


f ——_—_———  ____s | 
THE trade to and from India is to be fo far laid open as to 
admit of a free exportation, by private perſons on their own 
account, of any goods of the growth, proven or manufacture 
of Great Britain or Ireland, and of a free importation of ſuch 
_ ſorts of the raw, waterials of the Eaſt Indies as are uſed in our 
own manufaQures, according to a liſt or tariff thereof to be in- 
ſerted in the act of parliament; or in the alternative, the Com- 
pany are to give bills payable in London for the produce of the 
goods exported, - . | 


8 


5 . ö 
The Eaſt India Company ſhall be obliged to provide ſhip. 
ping for the carriage of the private trade, at as low a freight as 
1t could be furniſhed by private merchants ; and to licenſe a pro- 
per number of agents to reſide at the Company's ſettlement, 
under their protection, for the management of the private 
trade. %%% 325 one : | 
. PEACE * III. 8 3 | 
If under Lord Macartpey's embaſſy to China any new ſet- 
tlements ſhall be obtained in the Eaſtern Iſlands, whereby new 
channels of trade may be advantageouſly opened for a further 
export of Britiſh and Iriſh goods, Parliament in that caſe re- 
' ſerves full power to open the trade to China, to fuch an extent 
as in its wiſdom ſhall be thought proper. „ 
Subject to the above preliminaries, the Company's term in 
the excluſive trade is to be enlarged for twenty years, com- 
menc ing from the 3 iſt of March, 1794, making in the whole, 
from this time, twenty-one years. 1 e 1 
„ nh. YM 
I be Eaſt India Company ſhall forthwith add, by new ſubſcrip- 
tions, one million to their capital ſtock, for augmenting it 10 
ſix millions ſterling, and apply the produce thereof, with a ſut- 
ficient part of the caſh in their treaſury, in the nd 
; — 4 | | , 5 cl ge 


ONs, | 


F LY p : x 
5 8 4 * * \ 1 
1 | 9 
y 2 © / 


1 n 


f. is, JODANRE: 9 
"barge of a debt of C. 600,900, due from them to the Bank; 


and in reducing their bond debt to one million and a half, be- 


yond which it 18 not again to be raiſed, - 

Inſtead of the preſent dividend at eight per cent. on the capi- 
{al of five millions, the Company ſhall for the future have a 
priority of payment of a dividend of ten per cent. on the in- 
creale caplind of fix millions. Ri nd Re nas 


” 2.x - 
3 
Ents 0 
V in . 


That C. 500,000 a year ſhall be converted into a linking fand, | 


for the gradual. diſcharge of the India debt to three millions; 
below which, it is not thought prudent to reduce it. | 


VII. GVV 

That C. 500,000 a year ſhall be paid into the Exchequer, by 
quarterly payment, for the uſe of the public, to commence and 
be accounted due from Midſummer next. EW Es 


Laſtly, The further reſulting ſurplus is to be eg obo hw ene 
for the benefit of the public and of the Company, in ſuc | 
ner as Parliament ſhall think fit, but ſo that whatever ſhare of 
it ſhall be paid to the Exchequer, the public ſhall have the uſe 
of it without intereſt ; but nevertheleſs to be deemed liable to 


. 
4 7 


* 


the calls of the Company upon any preſſing emergency, and 


held alſo as a collateral ſecurity for the payment o 
dividends, „ „ 


VV B. It has not yet been adjuſted with Government, what 


proportion of the remaining ſurplus ſhall be paid into the Ex- 


chequer, or if any part of it ſhall be retained as a further divi- 


dend to the Proprietors. By the rapid extinction of the India 
debt, carrying ſo large a rate of intereſt as 84 per Cent. and by 
the intended ſavings of freight, and other plans of economy, 
the remaining ſurplus muſt ſoon become very large, The ſink- 
ing fund for the India debt will itfelf become part of it in the 
pace of fix years, if that debt ſhould not be again increaſed. 
lt is therefore to be preſumed, that the Company will find no 
difficulty in prevailing in the juſt and reaſonable expectations 


they have formed, of a ſtill further contingent dividend on their - 


capital out of the increaſing ſurplus, whereof, even as it ſtands 


i preſent, there will be left C. 207,241, unappropriated either 


io the public or the Company. 


<=} 
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Et 
Net income as above - 3 ; — 2,329,16, 
Intereſt of the debt in India J 561 923] | 
Intereſt. of bond debt reduced to . 
Wo, - 1,500,000 . — 1 4 60,000 F 
Dividend of C. 10 per Cent. on the 
capital of fix millions - - ] 600,000]. 
88 5 033 
Sinking fund for the India debt | 


The preſent unappropriated annual ſur-| £ | 
" poi <= » = ron 


— — 


This ſurplus muſt, by the decreaſe of intereſt paid in India 
alone, on the gradual liquidation of that debt, accumulate fa. 
pidly and progreſſively, without reckoning on any increaſe of 
revenue, or ſavings at home or abroad in the management of 
the trade (the pr oy which is known to be very con. 
fiderable in amount). The following was ſtated to the Houſe 
of Commons as the progreſſive N es annual ſurplus, 
from the preſent time to the year 18023 sx. | 


1 95 
In 1794 8 „ - 147,4 
r 187,41 
In 1796 „„ = > "uy 227,241 
In 2797 - 2 67a 
In 2798 55 = ES 2307.41 
CC ( 
8 In 1800 - „ - 987,941 
J +}; » : © 
And, In 1802, when the payment of he 
India debt will have ceaſed +» 98½41 
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R. FOX to make his promiſed e 


Mer of which he [age notice ſome days before 
dut w h had been put 1. J. ben ufhcient number of Mee 
not attendi 
He faid am wn he had delivered hi PER HEE 5 
on the ſeveral points included in his intended motion, Z 
Houſe could not expect him to add much that was new. Hari 
been reminded in the laſt debate with re the ſame 
orerand over, he ſhould now content himſelf with referring to 
opinions he had formerly delivered ; and — that he ſhould not 
agzin be reproached, in the ſame breath that reminded him of re- 
petition, with failing to repeat x one of thoſe rg to whats 
ever part of the ſubject it mi thought to relate. The pre= 
lent criſis was a He — —_ thing in his power to 
vert the calamity of war ; and he intended cc have, made one 
more attempt, if he had not been moſt unaccountably 2.7 ed 
dy the failure of public buſineſs for a whole Week. That op- 
ponunity was unfortunately loſt. We were now actually en- 
gyed in war; and being ſo ara could by uy APE : 
of opinion on the neceſſity up ng it with vigour No 
vant of diſpoſition to ſu = i could be ip | 
e on his Majeſty's Meſſage, Hy 5 
a war, he had moved an amciment, to 50 d fs, as muc 
llelging the Houſe to a, ſupport of it, as, the Adden 
propoſed by his Majeſty's de and better conan to en- 
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10 PARLIAMENTARY Coon 
the war, the mote he felt himſelf bound to object to the mea- 
ſares which, as far as yet appeared, had unneceſſarily led to it. 
- The neceſſity of the war might be defended on two rinciples : 
Firſt, the mals animus, or general bad diſpaſition of | = French 
towards this country; the crimes they have committed among 
themſelves; the ſyſtems they have endeavoured to eſtabliſh, if 
_  ſyſibans they might be called; iin-ſhort, the internal government 
oF their country, On this principle, there were few indeed that 
would venture to defend it; and this being difayowed as the 
cauſe of war by his Majeſty's Miniſters; it was unneceſlary for | 
him to dwell upon it.— Second, that various things have been 
done by the French, . manifeſtly extending beyond their own 


— 


country, and affecting the intereſts. of us our allies; for 
which, unleſs ſatisfaction were given, we muſt enforce ſatisfaction 
by arms. This he conſidered as the only principle on which the 
neceſſity of the war could be truly defended, and in this he was | 
fure the great —_— of the Houſe and of the country were of | 
the fame opinion. His object was to record this in an addreſs; 
and whatever objeCtion there might be as to time or circum- | 
ſtances, could he obtain the ſenſe of the Houſe purely upon the 
rinciple, he ſhould be very fanguine in his hopes of ſuccek. 
Boch a record would be a guide to their conduct in the war, and 
a land-mark on which to fix their attention for the attainment 
of. peace. In examining the alleged caſes of provocation, he 
had maintained that they were all objects of negociation, and | 
ſuch as, till fatisfaQtion was explicitly demanded and refuſed, did 
not juſtify reſoxting to the laſt extremity, He had perhaps alſo 
| aid, that Miniſters did not appear to have purſued the courſe 
which was naturally to be expected from their profeflions. He 
did not mean to charge them with adopting one principle for de- 
bate and another for action; but he thought they had ſuffered 


themſelves to be We upon, and mifled by thoſe who wiſhed ter 
i to go to wat with France on account of her internal government, of 
. r took all occaſions of repreſenting the French as ut- pea 
1 terly and irreconcileably hoſtile to this country, It was always by 
g fair to compare the couduct of men in any particular inſtance obj 
# with their conduct on other occaſions. If the rights of neutral by 1 
! nations were now loudly extolled; if the danger to be appre- wh: 
' hended from the aggrandizement of any power was magnified as ate 
4 the juſt cauſes of t e preſent war; and if, on looking to another coul 
; quarter, we faw the rights of Poland, of a neutral and independent for it 
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nation, 2 trampled upon; it is territory invaded to the ma- 
nifeſt a grandizement of other powers and no war declared or 
menaced, not even a remonſtrance interpoſed, for if any had 
deen interpoſed, it was yet a ſecret could we be blamed for 
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ſeat war-—that what were not told was in fact dhe 
and what were told only the colour and pretext 
The war, however, be the real cauſe what it might, would be 
much leſs calamitous to this country, if, in the proſecution of itꝭ 
we could do without allying, ourſelves with thoſe ho haf made 
war on France, for the avowed purpoſe: of interfering in het in- 
ternal government ʒ if we could avoid entering into engagement 
that might fetter us in our negociations for peace. Since nego 


Wt 
a 5 # 


ciation muſt be the iſſue of every war that was not-a-war of abſo- - 


Jute conqueſt, if we ſhould ſhun the diſgrace of becoming parties 


with thoſe who in firſt attempting to invade France, and ſome of 


them fince invading Poland, had violated all the rights of na- 
tions, all the principles of juſtice and of honour. 

On the firſt principle he had already ſtated, as one of two on 
which it might be attempted to juſtify the neceſſity of the preſent 
war, being moſt ſtudiouſly diſclai by Miniſters, and all but 


2 very few Members of that Houſe, it was unneceſſary for him 

to ſay any thing. On the ſecond he had faid, that the alleged 

cauſes of complaint were not cauſes of war previous to 

ciation ; his opinions were neither new, as they had formerly bern 

called, but ſuch as he had always entertained, from the firſt mo- 

ment of his forming opinions upon ſuch ſubjects. Neither were 
Pad ſince looked into the writers on the laws 


go fo far as to ſay, that reparation and ſatisfaction 
demanded, both previous and ſubſequent to the 
war, in order to make that War juſt. | 


Our cauſes of complaint againſt France were, frſt, the 4. a 


tempt to open the navigation of the Scheldt ; ſecond, the decree 
of the 19th of November, ſuppoſed to be directed againſt the 
peace of other nations; third, their extenſion of their 4errit 

by conqueſt, The firſt of theſe was obviouſly and comfeſſedly an 
object of negociation. The ſecond was alſo to be acco atec 

by negociation : becauſe an explanation that they did not mean 
what we underſtood by it, and a ſtipulation that it ſhould not be 
ated upon in the ſenſe in which we underſtood it, was all that 


could be. obtained: even by- war. The third was more difficult, 


for it involved in it the evacuation of the countries con uered, 


and ſecurity that they ſhould in no ſenſe be annexed to France; 


and no ſuch ſecurity could perhaps at preſent be deviſed. But if 
ve were aware of this; if we ſaw that during the war in which 
with other powers, they had no fuch ſe- 
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courting peace, 


ey were uſing every clandeſtine manceuvre 
to provoke 1 750 Gt 
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loyed proper means for preſerving peace, without ſacrificing the 
—— or the ſafety of this country. 


land. He had formerly ſaid that he wiſhed not to ſpeak harſhly 
of ſovereign Princes in that houſe, although the period was not 
Jong ſince paſſed, when it was thought perfectly allowable to 
talk of the Empreſs of Ruſſia as a Princeſs of inſatiable ambition, 
2nd of the late Emperor, as a Prince too faithle(s to be relied 
upon. But when he ſpoke of the King of Pruſſia, he defired to 
be underſtood as ſpeaking of the cabinet of the Court of Berlin, 
whoſe conduct he was as free to criticiſe, as other. gentlemen the 


revolution took place in Poland on the ſuggeſtion, certainly with 
the concurrence-of the King of Pruſſia; and, as was pretty ge- 
nerally imagined, although not authentically known, with the 
concurrence of the Court of London. By a diſpatch to his Mi- 


reſt which he had always taken in the happineſs of Poland, and 
the confirmation of her new conſtitution, and bis approbation of 


2-2 NT ea = = S 7ISoS » = Q Oo. Go Oh 


to the throne of Poland, made hereditary by the new order of thi 

of after the death of the reigning King. In 1792, the Empreſs of 
et, Ruſſa, without the leaſt plauſible pretext, but this change in the 
en internal government of the country, invaded Poland. Poland 
e- called upon the King of Pruſſia, with whoſe expreſs approbation 
ith this change had been effected, for the ſtipulated ſuccours of an 


exiſting treaty of alliance. He replied that the ſtate of things be- 
ng entirely changed fince that alliance, and the preſent con- 


ny | | 
W lis treaty, it did not him to give Po any aſſiſtance, 
the e unleſs indeed ſhe choſe to retrace all the ſteps of that revolution, 


and then he would interpoſe his good offices both with Ruſffia 
and the Emperor to reconcile the different intergſis. The dif- 


ferent intereſts of foreign powers in the internal goverument of 
M. a free and independent nation! It was ſingular that Miniſters 
el ould be fo keen to mark and ſtigmatize all the inconſiſtencies 
err of the French with their former declarations, which had been 
did o great and too many, and yet could ſee without emotion ſuch 
ck meonſiſteney, not to ſay perfidy, as this. He was not the de - 
7 fender of the groſs departures from their own principles of the 
of | as, re NPE TY 6 


Ftench; 
88 » 
4 „* * } 


Pos. 18,4793 © OUR. 
Rintly tecalled. Thus, while they were publicly 


eſe reaſons, he ſhould move, that Miniſters had not em- 


He came next to conſider their conduct with reſpect to Po- 


conduct of the Executive Council of France. In May 1%, . 


niſter at Warſaw, the King of Pruſſia expreſſed the lively inte- 


the choice of the Elector of Saxony and his deſcendants to fill | 


juncture brought on by the revolution of May 1791, poſterior to . 
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French; but if we thought it unſafe to treat with them, becaus 
of their perfidy, we had little inducement to unite with th, 9M 
King of Pruſſia, who had violated not only principles, but 0 
Expreſs treaty, in a more particular and pointed manner, tha d r 
they had yet had an o tunity of ing. Among tl power DarOX 
at war, or likely to be at war with France, there was. no gte , we 


Poland ? Were they not in poſſeſſion of the whole. country 
And was not the Empreſs of Ruſſia able to reſtore. the excellent 
old Republic, and convinced of her own ſuccefs ? Not fo with 
the King of Pruſſia. He was a critic in principles. When he 
approved of their revolution, the principles of the Poles were un. 
Exceptionable ; when they were attempting a brave but unſuc- 
ceſsful reſiſtance to a more. powerful. 5 their principle 
were not dangerous; but when they were overpowered by (u 
E perior force, when they had laid down their arms, and ſubmitted 
to their conqueror, when their whole country was poſſeſſed by a 
foreign army; then he diſcovered that they had got Frenc 
principles among them, ſubverſive of all government, and de- 
ſtructive of all ſociety. And how did he cure them of -thek 
abominable principles? =O l- by an admirable. remedy !—in 
vading their country, and taking poſſeſſion of their towns. f 
they tainted with Jacobiniſm? hew down the gates. of Tho 
and match in the Pruſſian troops. Do they deny that they en 
tertain ſuch principles? ſeize upon Dantzick and annex it to th 
_ ;dorninions of Pruſſia. Now did not this ſeizure and ſpoil of Ie 
land tend to the aggrandizement of the powers by whom it u 
8 was it not a greater and more contemptuous viol 
lation of the law of nations than the French had yet been guilt 
of! Moſt undoubtedly it was. Had we oppoſed it! Had we fe 
monſtrated againſt it? If Miniſters had any ſuch remonſtrance 
to ſhew, they would produce them in due time, and the Houl 
would judge 6f them; but while none were produced, or ee 
. e -- mentioned 
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ho invaded were not themſelves attackeil at the time. They 


aud pot the excuſe of the French to plead, that they did it in a 
vez bs oxiſm of fear and danger, circumſtances that pr t nations, 
rea is well as individuals, to many acts of impolicy an injuſtice. 
heir he King of Pruſſia firſt, connives at, or conſentꝭ to the invaſion 
1 Poland, which he was bound by treaty to defend —Next he 
; o MWt:cmpts an unprovoked inyaſion of France, and is foiled —how 
ld Wes he revenge the diſgrace of his repulſe ? By increaſing his 
ny on the Rhine, b (nas, his forces far a freſhattack? 
tion WY o—he more gallantly turns round on defenceleſs Poland, and 
hee ndemnifles his loſſes by ſeizing on towns where he can meet 
con ih no refiſtance: It was not, therefore, on any — IE 
r. kattention to the balance of Europe that Miniſters were acting. 
office, while they pretended to conſider it as of the utmoſt im- 
Uhu rance in one caſe, they had ſuffered, it to be moſt flagrantly 
lob. ringed upon in aother . 
nin He —_— with reading the following reſolutions, and 
Itty; n0vIn .the ne 2 ee | wen Lt hey 
len 1. That it is not for the honour and intereſt of Great 
with ain to make war upon France, on account of the int 


cumſtances of that country, for the purpoſe of either ſup- 


refling or puniſhing any opinions and principles, however per- 
ma, in their tendency, which may prevail there, or of eſta- 


manent,?? ern Pecan hay hed as dds i: 
2d, That the particular complaints which have been ſtated 
ainſt the conduct of the French government, are not af à na- 
re to juſtify a war, in the. firſt znſtance, without having at- 
3 to nw redreſs by 2 err 
3. — That it appears to this Houſe in the late negociations 
tween his Majeſty's Miniſters and the Agents of the Fr 


ere likely to procure redreſs, without a rupture, for the griev · 
ces of which they complained, and particularlx, that they ne- 


ditions, the acceſhon to which on the part oſ France would 
Kuce his Majeſty to perſevere in a ſyſtem of n N 
urope, 


no 4th.—** That it does not appear that the F 
wi the rights of independent nations, which have been ſtated. as. 


ounds of war againſt France, have been attended to by his Ma- 
ty's Miniſters in the caſe of Poland, in the invaſion of which 
nappy country, both in the laſt year, and more recently, the 
it open contempt of the law of nations, and the maſt unjuſli- 
le ſpirit of aggrandizement have been eee 
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liſhing among the French. people any particular form of go» 


dyernment, the ſaid Miniſters did not take ſuch meaſures. as. 


er ſtated diſtinctiy to the French goverument any terms and 
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= oppoled the other,” For hiv per he conſidered wen apts 
Aly reconcileable. Tn ſpeaking on this ſubject, he was 

it he was: im a ſituation in 2 Re fell ge bim 1 * 


nd not of the! nent of the ou 
ane that the internal 
— nT 0 
here was not in that country any power, any au 
holy, or any” perſons, r Great Britain dart | 
ecurity for the continuance! of peace, or for the TG 755 
ny engagement or agreement, which might be in con- 
qquence of a negociation. The inciples on which the preſent 
brt of government prevailing in ce was formed, were ſub» 
erfive of all order, and ſtruck direQly at the ſtability and evem 
xiſtence of ſociety ; and conſequently; while ſuch 4 4 
ere the rule of government in that country, it would 2 
in for any neighbouring State to enter itito any treaty or 
ation whatever with it. He applied this to rance in the 20. 
al ſituation of her affairs; if that ſhould undergo a. change; be 
rould change his opinion with it, r conduct b 
he then 3 of . —_ 2 not impoſſibſa 
ut order might ſpring out A phœnix m ariſe 
om the as of the any — might — rot- 
neſs, and, as Virgil ſaid, bees might creep out of the putrified 
urcaſe of an ox; collect into a ſwarm, and form a Republic. 
n caſe of ſuch an event in France, as ſoon as he ſhould ſee a 
vernment that promiſed ſtability, and on which he could'rely 
Ir the performance of ſtipulations, he for one would'confent 
imediately to treat with it: it was only whilſt the preſent 
narchy continued that he would not treat, becauſe to treat 
2 the preſent circumſtances would be to no purpoſe: there 
s not at this moment in France one man who could anſwer 
another, or any body that could be faid to be veſted with ſaf« 
ent power to give effect to a , or deriving: i eue e | 
eight from perſonal virtues and chara er, to perf! 
eto ratify any act with a foreign nation; and cauſe. it to * en- 
Iced for twenty- four hours. "He had carefully conſidered 1 
iption of men at preſent in power in France; and he 
find ſo much as one with whom he thought it would be A 
 (malleſt uſe to iate. M. Roland, A ee. 8 
nous Roland, 8 whoſe character he had long ſince 
med 2 decided opinion, was no longer in "office; but he Ha 
behind him a legacy, a deſcription” of Paris, ſuch as he be- 
el would not hold out any "ra 5 great inducement to any 
Yo f. over . W charattr of Ambaſſador 
ol. 


4 r. Fox . too 0 Won jc Ho ante Ger 
_ ow 8 conſent to aſſume — character, though; 2 
man Was Very \defitons” to beſtivw-It upon ſome oth 


3 Weiß ht in dhe country from birth, fortune, abilities; virtze 
dt character; bred in an obſciite tom net the Netherland; je 
Kad raiſed hitſelf. ic wotler merely 28 4 news Writer; and wa 
4 Totally deſtitute of any; of thoſe-qualities which” give weight an 
"8 in 8 influence ;*to'treat therefore-with ſuch perſon would be 
ee TN NR indeed had been / mentioned a 
: charater ard abi lities7Condorcet- was one; and Brifſt 
wal wal anther ſtudied both well, and of the former b 
Suld fay 0 the moſt humane of "murderers; of the 
latter, that he was a moſt honeſt pickpocket. Briſſot was well 
down in France; he had by his conduct given birth to a new 
Word to eech the French language, for from his name the 
word Briſſotes was adopted, and was now generally uſed toe: 
—_ * act of fwindling: With ſuch men no doubt it woul 
uſe to treat. But not to deſcend inte ſo minute 
be of e would ſay that there was not in all France any man o 
wy of men duly authorited to treat with: foreign powers, 2 
enter into permanent agreements and ſtipulatiom; forthe Fx 
cutive Council was merely proviſional; the Conv 
vas merely proviſional ; he had examined the powers: given 
. the Members by their conſtituents, and in them he had not beet 
able to find one ſingle word abbut empowering them to mak 
peace or war, or treat with the neighbouring ah Jong they 
authorized ſolely to pull down the old Conſtitution, to murde 
the King, and Name a plan of a new Conſtitution to preſent] 
do the „ e Republies called Municipalities, and then imme 
gdiately ſink into à private ſtation. Thie Convention not har 
any power to treat, would Gentlemen propoſe that we ſuoul 
ſend an Ainbafſador. to the 48000 Republics, who were veſt 
with the exerciſe of the ſovereignty of France?” He believed th 
was a meaſure: which no one x nec hr) recommend. Upon t 
whole then, he would maintain that chu fie /tlantibis, Fran 
not a negociable country, nor the French à communicab 
le. But, as he had faid bifode: u change of-circumſtand 
re would work a change in His opinion; lie was not for a w 
ad internerionem; ſuch a War was fit only for thoſe who were 
| hoſtility with the principles on which” a ſociety Was found: 
and who warred with every goyernment; and | who; not fatish 
with attacking the princip * other States, trampled even the 
own under foot. 1 would be juſtified by the law of re 
uti 1 e vr got 


won e the © Minter for Foreign Air, \ had no ne 
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at) Thogmath — ee Was the 955 k 
ol the Fench; in ng a Conſtitution fur themſelbes, t | 
difclaimed all idea of «Req ho not ſay that thenatute; ot 
France. required ow or of goyernment, ſeit .. 
was ſuited to her at gening, orher gragraphee] fitnationin Europe; 
but that the Cont — which, they had choſen was fit 4 1 8 
mankind ; government which was not confor 
— — ee was an 1 

This was eis than 2 aration ee ee 

Gorerament in urope. Miniſters were charged: 1 9 7 540 
ing ſhewn atem d diſpolition to peace, a on. had no 7) 
acgociated. in, the way in hic ſome 2 pointed 
put: for his part he was of opinian that they had not the imalleſt 
foundation ; and he believed that a ſtronger ents of mnt 85 
ion to peace could not be given than their havin 725 | 
be er all with. 1 M. Chauyelin; "ag 
doubt, but that in ſo conſenting they had-made the Bog 1 45 | 
Citice to peace. It was allowed on all hands, that a 5 b . F 
at to refuſe to receive any man as an Ambaſſador, to whon 1 
he. has a. perſonal / objection. Againſt Chauvelim might >have i 
teen objected, the. blackeſt- ingratitude, and the fouleſt perſid = 
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* anecdote Which he was going to ſtate, would ſhew that he 70 
ling of France had a moſt tender and humane heart: the fa> A 
ter of Chauvelin had: died ſuddenly; the ſon was then.only it 


about five years old; the amiable monarch, in compaſficti to the 
at, and to repair, as far as he was able the loſs which the or- 
plan had ſuſtained, ſpont⸗ and unſolicited beſtowed upp 
the fon a place which the father had enjoyed; the return * 
Roſs Rar nan Ah ee eg Royal. Malt, % 
and accept character of Mimiſter ipatentiary 85 
thoſe. who had dethroned and impni ſoned him. This, dacde 
Chauvelin had given paſlports. ta emigrants. who. wilkadto' . 
7 to France, un order, it, n 1 the. 
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of their pronerty 5. but. N letter. tothe g Wen in "that. "i 
wala he. privately baſely defeated. —— e bf "0 5 
jalports, thus contributing ata, as Ph uin of men Wheſe only A 
mime was their loyal attachment. td Moni owa h 1 
ahbe, mand 0 
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tor when he grew up N ſurely, 2194 eee 
love of peace could ET is Maj elt Miniſters to think 
ef treating in any ſhape: or form with os mim. This was | 
nor the 'only 3 that ſhewed what kind of perſons Eng land 
might haue 3 treat with, if the preſent French-ſyſteap was — 
continued: a common might be ſent to our King, 2 
well as to the of aples; to the lamer Frince e gtemde 
was diſpatched, ho, in a haughty and authoritatiRve ſty le, call 
ing him, Roi de Nap 2,:cotnmanded- him to diſavoy bis 
Ambaſſador at Conſtantinople, and no 3 oppoſe the re- 
| eeption at the Porte, in the character of Ambaſſador from 
France, one Semonville, who had been driven by the King of 
Sardinia out of his dominions, becauſe he had been endeavour- 
ing to create 3 and make the people riſe upon their lau- 
He was ſure chat if a grenadier had not been 
ſent to us, wy _ becauſe we were ſtill too powerful to be in- 
ſulted with impunity: if the caſe had been otherwiſe, our Sojc- 
reign would have experienced the ſame inſolent treatment to 
which-the King of Sardinia had been ſubjected; for it was part 
of the French plan to inſult and to all kings. He wa 
ko a loſs. to gueſs. who. would conſent, under ſuch circumſtances, 
go to France with the character of Ambaſſador from England, 
3 #chpa to follow the example of the French, and ſend over 
Britiſh grenadier, the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs would throw 
down to him the bleeding head of a-murdered King, the beſt 
man that France had ever ſeen upon her throne, and it would 
de ſhewn to him as a gauntlet: thrown to his on King; as an 
incitement to go home and follow the ſacrilegious example. But 
he was convinced that horror and indignation would on ſuch a 
decaſion be the ſentiments felt by our grenadiers, every one ol 
whom would willingly hazard his life, pay ſhed the laſt drop o 
his bload, in the de — of a been in _— palkible poin a 
wow dear to his people. 
Mn are dwelt for fore time on this t opic, and ſeverely lathe 
youre Eg alite, alias Orleans, alias —.—— of Orleans, whom It 
— . the center of every thing that was dark and wicke 
Mr. Borte adverted to what Mr. Fox © had id about the balanct 
of power. He declared that every principle which had been h 
down on that ſubject by the Right t Honourable Gentleman wa 
not to uſe any worſe term, at leaſt new to him; for he had a 
been taught that the. fyſtem of policy in this country vi 
-ealculated/to new that the aggrandizement of France was m0 
2 ©: England than the aggrandizement of any oths 
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ment of great Continential Powers was a fu therlan 
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in particular, more intimately cor England, the reaſdn was 
obvious: France was nearer to us and man was always more 
affected by the nearer pain or pleaſure than by the more diſtant 
obe. The gepgraphical fituation-of countries could not be al- 
tered; France Was at our door, and therefore an increaſe of ter- 
titoty in that quarter muſt neceſſarily affect us more than the 
xquifition''of power in Poland by ſtates which = at a greater 
kiſtnce from us. The grand alliance in Queen Anne's reign, 
ſnewed that our attention, though extended to all Europe, _ 
to be particularly directed to France. Poland was no doubt of 
conſequence in the ſeale of Europe; hut ſtill it had ſo 
— that great Revolutions had taken place there at various 
times, without producing any interference on the part of Eng- 
land. Charles XII. dethroned Auguſtus, and placed Staniſlaus 
in his ſtead; the Czar — eee 
Auguſtus: in our on days, three powers made à par- je 
been of Poland; and. 7 — did not go te war on thy of | 
theſe occafions ;- and when the laſt event took place; even the 
Right Honourable Gentleman had not called upon his country 
to maintain the balance of power, by making the three Poten- 
tates reſtore the Provinces they bad torn from Poland. Mr. 
Burke ſpoke of the Revolution of that country in 1791, in 
terms of the higheſt praiſe, and of the preſent King of it 
in the terms of panegyric, not only as a Monarch, but as 2 
man, whoſe virtues were an ornament to ſociety: he hoped 
that our Miniſters had interfered in the buſineſs of the Poliſh 
nation, and that the King of Pruſſia would not be able to 
decome maſter of Thorn and Dantzick ; but ſtill he did not 
think that the Revolution of Poland was 2 ſubjeck "which 
called upon us to go to war. He could net help thinking 
that the Right Honourable Gentleman went upon rather bad 
grounds when he was of opinion that the might make as free 
with the King of Pruſſia as others did with che characters of 
the French rulers. ' But” there was this ſmall difference: that 
with the latter we were at war; that the former was our friend 
and our ally. He allowed he had a right to ſpeak irreverently 
of his Pruſſian Majeſty's Counſels or Miniſters, but there as 
luch a thing as prudence or diſcretion, whieh would prevent a 
ſtateſman from exerciſing ſuch a right. "Returning back to the 
cle of France he ſaid, that we had an uneommon cauſe for 
alarm on account of her preſent aggrandizement; by the poſſeſ- 
lon of Mentz, ſhe was miſtreſs of the navigation-of the Rhine; 
dy the poſſeſſion of Bale and her itifluenee im Geneva, the 
held the keys of Swifferland; and by the coriquelt of the Ne- 
therlands, Holland muſt be at her devotion;” In a word, if ſhe 
Was not drivem back to her 01d” limits, Great Britain wotild be 
5 Es Fee,” F vi undo1 16. 
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this argument. W ugh, irre able: FOTce,. cou 

that he 1 as ſeeking; ſor a new war —But the H 

wan would gt admix that the aggrandizement, of 


acquiſition-of Poland. was of equal c5fm importance to 1. —.— 
uin the „ t of. France. On this point it was ſurely 


ſhould haue — endangered by Ruſba's | 

kow, while her e of Poland ſeemed. to excite no emo- 
tion whatever, For his part, he m a with the 
neglect which had brought. on the country, this itous cr} 


no inſtange. of a more ee a more perfidious act. In 
proof of this Mr. Grey read | e Declaration of the King of 
Pruflia, in May 1791, pon occaſion of the acceptance of the 
New Conſtitution. of Poland, in which, he highly, applauded that 
Conſtitution, and. contraſted it with what he fays now, Ter 
entering Poland, with an army, when he approves the conduc of 
Ruſſia in overturning it.. Ve had heard much of, the faith, of 
treaties-on the buſinely of the Cote and this, carried ſo far, 

if we were bound to act as; principals, even 1 ee "a 
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if upon as federates, - But, on the me. Kere f. 

ey treaties, is Pruſſia bound to guarantee the city. of Dani — 
he is (aid: to be a ne thing that thoſe, 49 TFRe ſupport 

p- condemn it; has the — rare) 

bt never done; ſo ? did he. not do ſo in the caſe . of th Ay 

rd war? I know too well the die is now. caſt, and tha (in 25 
„on phraſe) we: have paſſed the. Rubicon: now that the coun- 


in war, they muſt give their ſupport 


. try is actually 
th in carrying it on; but are they therefore to deſiſt from watchi 
id, narowly ce conduct of Miniſters? They are accuſed of holding 


and ſupporting French opinions; and Gentlemen may ſay what 
they pleaſe, os than ſacrifice. principle, and of true intereſt of 


r- 
his their country, be would, with his 1 e Friend (Mr. 
el Fox), ſubmit to ĩncur a temporary odium: They were hound to 
a <nquire whether. the war be juſtifable evan if they ſhould be al- 
ſp. leged to join what had been ſaid in-Fr; rance. Mr, urke, from 
el lis principles. and doctrines, may agree with Miniſters, but- can 
hat Minitters agree with. him ? This is a war of extermination; — 
e days he, we treat with France, we muſt, ſeal the death qatrant 
0 of the King, and the deſtruction of the Britiſh Conſtitution.— 
he Di Miniſters, while. carrying on their. late negociations, ſuppoſe 
ot wa would have doge oy reatec No. Burke Im- 
5 88 
ls 
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Gngular, that the total, deſtruction of the balance. . Europe 
of Ockaa- 


As to the King of Pruſſa's invaſion af Fan, Hi ory 5 aaa 
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tion of deſpots, he moſt ſincerely oi his Honourable Friend, 


| _ Miniſters in the negociation which has now ended in involving 
man (Mr. Pitt) has vindicated himſelf by alleging, that to the 
amicab 


have ſtated preciſely with what we would have been fatish 
manner that France has been? Are the French leſs lively in 


other, except only in the caſe of an actual attack. Was the ne- 


- talked of reſpecting the conduct of France in deelaring war at 


On the 17th of December, by the Miniſter's on account, th 
place, in direct breach of the Commercial Treaty, and yet we 


ment. 


e e 2 * ier | 
lairs'that we abuſe foreign Powers, and talk diſreſpectfully uf 


pots. For his part, with reſpect to that infamous combine. 


Mr. Fox, in praying to àſſuage their malice, and conſound al 
eir devices. The opprobrious terms of reproach made uſe of 
by Mr. Burke, without proof of any kind, might be equally 
well” repeated by a parrot; it could pronounce the word 
«© Monſters,” it could alfo ſay, Briffot the moſt virtuous of 
pickpockets.” He would now ſhortly go over the conduct of 


this country in a ruinous war. The Right Honourable Gentle- 


laſt moment he ſhewed a diſpoſition to an y negociation, 
while the French indicated no ferious intention of the kind. 
But let us put ourſelves in the ſituation of the French: they had 
offered explanations, and agreed they ſhould be offered in an in- 
official way; had we been as ſerious as they, we ſhould e 


What ſhould we have thought had we been treated in the fame 


feeling becauſe have changed their government? For his 
part, he had Ben thought e had never made a ſufficient 
allowance for their new and peculiar ſituation. He en- 
tirely with his Right Honourable Friend, Mr. Fox, that before 
the entering upon war can be conſidered in any way juſt, ſome- 
thing muſt be demanded on the one ſide, and refuſed on the 


er; betwixt this country and France in ſuch a ſtate as to 
juſtifiably broke up? This is an important queſtion. It is 
faid; that the laſt paper delivered was in the ſhape of an ultima- 
tum; but we have been in the uſe of ſeeing many repeated ulti- 
matums, and if the French did not ſhew a determined reſolution 
not to accede to any conciliatory terms, we could not be juſtified 
in breaking up the negociation.— As to what had been fo much 


the very ſame time that M. Dumourier was applying for a con- 
ference with Lord Auckland, it was ſurely neceſſary, in thi | 
matter, that all the circumſtances ſhould be taken together. — 


treated France as an enemy: a direct act of a on then took | 


complain that France is the aggreſſor. —It is ſaid, that ſhe has no 

government with which we can treat, but ſurely Mr. Burke dd 

not always think it improper to treat with a-proviſfional govern- | 

Durtng the American war it had been aſked if we could 

treat with a vagrant Congreſs He ſaid, that as the er 
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y the treaty cf Pilnitz. But the Emperor had done away that by 


11 


bu. 16,76; TOW RNA er 25 


which induced him to impute to Miniſters the rupture witt 
France. He approved of the motion of his Honqurable Frie! 
(Mr. Fox) becauſe it expreſſed diſapprobation of meaſures whi 
he highly diſapproyed of; and he concluded with giving notice 
that tomorrow he would bring before the Houſe eee 
niled motions on the ſubject, not with the view of introducing 
any freſſ debate, but in order that his ſentiments might appear 
fully and diſtinctly on the Journals of the Houſe, and to ſerve as 
a ſort of proteſt on his part againſt meaſures which appeared to 
him to be fraught with - conſequences ſo ruinous and calamitous 
rays CL eee TOY 6. | 
Mr. IENKINSON conceived that the preſent period was 
ſuch, that the deareſt intereſts of the country were at ſtake. 
His Majeſty's Miniſters: had been 3 24 to ſtate the cauſes 
of the war with France. There exiſted three, each in. itſelf 
ſufficient for a juſtification of that meaſure, but colleCtively, 
they muſt operate in ſo forcible a manner as to call forth every 
vice in approving, and every hand in executing it. The cauſes 
were, the opening of the Schelde, the decree of the nineteenth 
of November, ache ſyſtem of ambition and 1 
which France had adopted. With reſpect to the firſt, he would 
maintain that on the coneluſive right of the navigation of that 
river, not only the commercial intereſts, but the political im- 
portance of Holland abſolutely depended. At a very early period 
in the hiſtory of that country, in the year 1402, when that 
point was in diſpute, it was determined that the ſafety and in- 
dependence of Zealand reſted on the free navigation of the 
Scheldt. The Decree of the 19th of November had not merely 
been paſſed and unexplained; but conferences had been held wy 
the ſeditious of this country to overturn its government, If 
Miniſtry were to be blamed, it was not for having diſmiſſed M. 
Chauvelin, but if they were fo, it was for ſuffering him to re- 
main here ſo long. We ſhould have interfered, it was faid, to 
{top the progreſs of the Combined Armies of Auſtria and Pruſſia; 
for the Balance of Power was, from their junction, in danger of 
being deſtroyed! What! were we to interfere in favour of our 
acient enemy, and to incur the enmity of thoſe powers with 
hom this country had a natural alliance? [A cry of hear 
hear! ]—Mr. Jenkinſon then entered into a juſtification of the 
Duke of Bruni wick's conduct, which he aſſerted was not to re- 
pulate the interior government of France, but merely to ſet the 
King free, and to arreſt the progreſs of pernicious opinions. 
France, indeed, had received a ſuthcient provocation for hoſtilities 
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Was not corruptible (for he believed them to be abundantly fo), / 
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receiving an Ambaſſador from France after the King had accepted 
i'r CON. Ry — - amity had 1 taken 
place, which France had thought proper to _ a prok 
Siclation of the rights of the Gethianie Body. Miniſters haye | 
been accuſed, he continued, for not adopting certain means to 
prevent the murder of the King; in other words, becauſe they 
had not employed, upon that occaſion, the means of corruption. 
Why had they not? Not becauſe the National Convention 


but the difficulty Tay in ſelecting proper Members for that pur- 
poſe. In France, where every thing was fluctuating and precz- 
rious, the plan of effecting that end was not fo certain in its exe- 
cution as under a fixed government. He contended, - that it 
was beneath the dignity of this government to treat with an 
Aſſembly, whoſe councils were Jr fometimes by the over- 
weening influence of one band of aſſaſſins, and ſometimes of 


tains 
the 
with 
wiſh 


another. Whether Petiorr aſſaſſinated Roberſpierre, or Rober- Aucl 
ſpierre Petion, it was equally degrading for us to treat with either. WW they. 
Mr. ADAM faid, that the queſtion was very plain, and the been, 
Motion appeared to him to be in every reſpeet ſuch as the Houle | et u 
ougghtt to adopt as a firſt and proper criterion by which the pub- | d 
lic ſhould judge of the preſent war and of the conſequences that our ! 
were likely to follow. He wiſhed to draw the attention of opinio 
the Houfe very ſhortly to the ſtate of the ſubject, but before aligns 
he did fo it was impoſſible for him not to take notice of the to be 
fpeech of the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke in the courl: Mr. / 
of the debate, in which he ſtated the condition in which we all for 
ſhould be involved if we had ſent a Miniſter to France at the the pa 
time when his Right Honourable Friend adviſed it. The Chan- lowed 
cellor of the Exchequer had ſaid on a former occafion, that di- others, 
rections were given to Lord Auckland, on the part of this coun- that w 
try, to treat with General Dumourier, at the very time when it declare 
was ſtated that it was improper to ſend a Miniſter to France; obſerve 
was this, he would aſk, for the. purpoſe of impoſing upon the was all 
people of this country, that the Miniſter ſhould pretend to fay, Now h 
that the negociation ſhould be had at the time that he gave ther country 
directions, the conſequence would have been, that an antho- Miniſte 
rized Ambaſſador would have come from that country? The point. 
queſtion now was, whether the Houſe ought or 'ought not to had no 
come to a reſolution, that this country ought not to intertere was lik 
with the internal government of France. He obſerved, that in WW become 
the courſe of arguing the ſubject, gentlemen on the other {id: WW difficult 
gave the point up, and chiefly relied on the three grounds in- and inſi 
| Iiſted upon in former debates as reaſons for the preſent war, the ve mig] 
Decree of the 19th of November, the plan 'of France for ts low the 
aggrandizement, and their attack on our allies, I ueſe were thc WW the prog 
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Miniſters 
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Miniſters avowed reaſons ſor the war; but they were at variance 
with their own declarations, for they ſaid one thing, and they 
meant another upon this ſubject; and their views were to draw 
us into a war, the event of which it was impoſſible for any man 
to foreſee. Mr. Adam here alluũed to the conduct of Miniſters 
towards M. Chauvelin, and made ſeveral obſervations on it, as alſo 
on the manner of their giving inſtructions to Lord Auckland to 
treat with General Dumourier at the time they affected to ſay 
they would not treat with any agent of the French. Republic. 
What were the public to infer from this? Why certainly that 
there was no ſincerity in the profeſſions of his NR. Mi- 
niſters, that they ſaid one thing and meant another. He main- 
tained alſo that the conduct of Miniſters, from the beginning to 
the end, diſcovered a temper and diſpoſition to be at enmit 
with France; indeed they had almoſt avowed as 8 
wiſhed the Houſe to reſſect on the laſt Declaration of Lord 
Auckland, in which che character of the French was inſulted; 
they were ſtated to be now, and for the laſt four years to have 
been, a ſet of-wretches calling themſelves philoſophers, &c. and 
et with the agent of theſe very wretches our Miniſters gave 
d Auckland leave'to treat. is led to the conclufion, that 
our Miniſters avowed opinions in that Houle, and that ſuch 
opinions they did not act upon; and for their conduct they 
aligned reaſons with which the people of this country ought not 
to be ſatisfied, "at a time when they were to be engaged in a war. 
Mr. Adam called upon the Houſe to compare the preſent with 
all former wars; it Was probable that the ſteps y taken, on 
the part of the Government of this country, would not be fol- 
lowed up with a declaration of war; a ceremony obſerved, in all 
others, except, for © obvious reaſons, in the laſt. - It was proper 
that when a country like this went to war, that war ſhould be 
declared: it was a regular conſtitutional mode, and ought to be 
obſerved; becauſe when a detlaration of war took place, there 
vas always ſomething like a reaſon aſſigned for going into it. 
Now he wiſhed that to be the caſe here; as the people of this 
country would know at leaſt the avowed object of the war, and 
Miniſters would be then in ſome degree tied down to ſome 
point. This he obſerved ought to be the caſe, even where w 
had no doubt but that the war would be ſucceſsful; as FG 
was likely to render us ant, and from that point we ſhould 
decome indiſcreet, and might eventually lead ourſelves to great 
df culty and danger; from enthuſiaſm we might perhaps go on, 
and inſiſt on forming a new government for France; aſterwards 
ve might proceed to the extirpation of their principles, and fol- 
ow the folly of others. Here he gave an hiſtorical ſketch of 
che progreſs of ambition, * from ſucceſs on the onſets of 
4 : | „ | | | 72 Wars, 


5s PARLIAMENTARY Conn 
wats; Which proved injurious in the concluſion of them; bu 


this was likely to be — caſe, if the yoo: am we were now 
engaged in was to be ſucceſsful upon the avowed- principles ſor 
its 1 what was to be the effect of it if it ſhould be wn. 


9 ſaccefsful He obſerved that he ſupported the teſolvtion noy hoſt 
i before the Houſe, becauſe it went to the point of diſplaying th latio 
i object of the war; and he was ſure if it was not defined, the We 
iſs people, not knowing the object of it, would be very adverſe. Min 
* the burthen of freſh taxes, and that diſcontents would foo been 
i ariſe ; and he was ſure, that if Miniſters intended to proceed than 
| upon this war with vigour, _ ſhould do every thing in their about 
| ower to prevail upon the people of this country to join it hear the { 
| and hand, as on the loſs of that ſpirit a war would ſoon be ruin. by A 
| ous to us. Mr. Adam then entered into obſervations upon the zard, 
| Balance of Power in Europe, and took notice of the manner in He i 
ö which the Miniſter was ſome time ſince going to equip for te WW policy 
| Baltic againſt the Empreſs of Ruſſia, for the fortreſs of Oczakoy, embre 
| - and of afterwards ſuffering Poland to be parcelled out by that of our 
very power: he added ſeveral other reaſons for aſſenting to the of fair 

motion. 4 B19, 22 : NE , niz ſulted 

Mr. JEKYLL ſaid, that he roſe to thank the Right Ho. dered | 

nourable Gentleman for the Motion which he had brought for fill m 

ward with reſpect to a war which he conſidered as unjuſt an tringi: 
calamitous. He could not content himſelf with giving a ſilent ind, f 

vote on this occaſion, when he conſidered it as the 1 every donſide 

Member to come forward and boldly to avow his ſentiment. WW neſty f 

He underſtood that the ſenſe of the Houſe was this night to be in 2 n. 

taken; and he was happy that he ſhould be one in a Minority, ect of 

however ſmall, to whom the nation would look with a-retroſpet WW mourie 

as the ſaviours of their country. Of all Minorities, at the com : ddictec 
mencement of a war, this was the moſt conſiderable. He ad. MCeived 

verted to what had been the cafe at the commencement of the un · ¶ curious 


tion, * 
to lay at 
bad bee: 
nformec 
mations 
in the re 
had been 
War the 
opular ? 
dourer? 
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happy American war.- He to ſet right an Honourable 
Gentleman with reſpect to what had paſſed in another houls, 
when corruption had been repreſented as a ſucceſsful mode a 
treating with the Convention. This had been ſtated in conke- 
1 the Convention being deſcribed as a corrupt body. I 
they were not to be corrupted, the argument took a different 
turn, The Houſe certainly were obliged to an Honourad! 
Gentleman (Mr. Burke), that he had not loaded ſeven hundred 
and forty-five Members of the Convention, individually, wit 
the moſt ſevere invective. A great number of them had been 
the objects of his moſt violent cenſure. He had- repreſented 
them as &knaves and pickpockets ; and had, at laſt, deſcended t9 
Billingſgate in comparing them to ſtinking fiſh. —Miniſters be 
certainly regarded as the appreffors in the preſent war. Let 11 
Los 2 pu 


— 


ut the Trench in the, ame ſitustion with, gurſelves :: migh 


: they not lay that we had treated their Amballador, during 1 
hs relidence-in. this country, with contempt; that we had din 

„him with ſcorn; and indignation; that we. had clearly diſcoveret 
on hoſtile views by opping their ſupplies of corn; and by the rega- 
u lations of the Alien Bill with reſpect to natives of that country? 
„ider! Inderd, by the conduct of Miniſtry, the French had 
00 been put into a ſituation in which they could not act otherwiſe = 
cl than they had done in jt war; and this war was | 

weir about during a period of the proſperity of this country, during 


the ſyſtem of economy which had been ſo frequently held out 


1. by Adminiſtration. By this war that proſperity was put to ha- 
the zard, and all the advantages of that economy thrown away. 
He ſhould beg to call the attention of Gentlemen to the inſular 


the 7 JeFecd | | 
on WY cnbroil ourſelves in the diſputes of the continent, at the expeneę 
that of our own intereſt, . but allowed us to ſtand-by and act the part 


of fair traders, and avail ourſelves of all the adya which-re- 
ſulted from our peculiar ſituation. . Notwithſtanding he conſi- 
tered Miniſters as the authors of the preſent, war- aggreſſion, he 


H ö 
* ſtill made a ſolemn appeal to them, if there was any poſſibility of 
and bringing about a peace, to employ all the means for this object: 


and, ſhould they ſucceed, he ſhould willingly forgive what he 
conſidered as blameable in their conduct, and grant them an am- 


* neſty for all that was paſt. France, it had been ſaid, was not 
o be in a negociable ſtate. It would have been deſirable that the ef- 
rity, ect of a conference between Lord Auckland and General Du- 


addicted to political tergiverſation, he might probably have xe- 


coMy 

, ad. eived it from the former in the way of inoculation. It was 
un: curious to obſerve how. the public had . cajoled on this o- 
rable on. The Parliament had been ſummoned in an abrupt, not 


oule, to lay an unconſtitutional, manner: alarms, reports of ſedition 

1. of bad been induſtriouſiy circulated... The Att General had 

onſe⸗ informed the Houle that he had no leſs than tuo hundred infor- 
I nations on his table; when, lo] there had only yet 


rable ad been formed to conſtitute a mock- public; and gave to the 
dre ar the colour of a falſe N But was the war really 
win ular? Aſk the merchant, aſk the manufacturer, aſk the la- 
been eurer? They would all ſay that it was a moſt dreadful war: 
entel bat it was a war in which we had every thing to loſe, and no- 
ed wing to gain. Such was the voice of as public, in oppo- 
rs hep don to that mock, fictitious public, 3 of aſſociations, 

et u ole declarations were attempted to be impoſed as the . 
put 3 - N | 5 
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policy of this country, which rendered it not neceſſary for us. to 
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mourier ſhould have been tried; ſince, had the latter not been 
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Bo ef the ſentiments of the ation at large. Nay, to fuk 


u length had the ſyſtem of mean artifice been carried tha 
parnphlets, profeſſedly iſſuing from the Treaſury, had been pub- 
nihed and circulated at the bar of that Houſe, containing all the 
ſtuff and nonſenſe which had occurred in the French Conver. | 
tion, with a view to influence the prejudices and paſſions of 
Members, at a moment when they were called upon for the 
moſt calm and deliberate reflection. Had ſuch an artifice been 
employed in any common trial, the bill would have been throw | 
out by the Jury. On theſe accounts, he was happy in the op- 
portunity which was now offered him of entering his ſolemn | 
proteſt againſt a war, which he conſidered as no ſeſs unjuſt in ig 
— han calamitous in its conſequen ce... 
Mr. DENT faid a few words in ſupport of the war, extollel 
the conduct of Miniſters in their exertions to render it ſucceſsful 
and glorious, and concluded with diſſenting in toto from the pro- 
Mr. VAUGHAN ſaid, that it was not ſufficient to ſay we 
are now engaged in the war, and therefore that we muſt ſupport 
nz; as the fone argument might be alleged by the French. 
Mr. POWIS faid, that he rejoiced, that on this day the ſenſe 
of the Houſe was decidedly to be taken, that they might now no 
longer be in the dark who were on one fide and who were on 
the other. We were now at war with France: ſhe has de- 
clared war againſt us. What, in this criſis, was the duty af 
every good citizen? To ſupport the meafures of Adminiſtra- 
tion, in order to enable them to carry on a war with proper 
| vigour, and bring about a deſirable peace. Would the preſent 
Motion have either of theſe effects? On a former occaſion, he 
had ſtiled certain Gentlemen advocates of France. From what 
had occurred in this night's debate, the Houſe might judg: 
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whether they were or not. The preſent Motion he conſiderel 5 
as one of the moſt inſidious that had ever been made, not cer. ; war 
tainly in intention, but in effect. It partly aſſumes, vrhat tha | b 
Houſe had not admitted, and partly milfates what they ha. r 
It had been mentioned as one ground of war the internal go- Fived for 
vernment of France. This was the internal government, not om of 
as affecting the French themſelves, but as affecting other poet - 
and ourſelves. He repreſented the Motion as in this reſpect i&, he | 
going contrary to the laſt Addreſs to his Majeſty. The blame. 1 

which it contained was all retroſpective, and he left to the le Hic 
Houſe to determine whether it could be attended with any gebe peace 
effect in the preſent ſituation of affairs to adopt ſuch a Motion. b th 
Major MAITLAND ſaid, that it was not his intention n ra: 
enter at large into the preſent queſtion. Every o jection ba ere, wh 
been ſo completely anſwered, and every argument of his Right 5 mis 


Honourab! , 


urable Friend ſo full eſtabliſhed, as to render any thing 
h 1 he e ry. He rejoiced that, on [0s 
a {at occaſion, he ſhould be one in a minority, which, however 
4 ſmall in number, was not to be conſidered as leſs reſpeQable, as 


ding from a ſenſe of their duty and a regard to the intereſt of 
their country. There was one thing to which he had now 


en advocate for France, neither was he an advocate for German 
... crimes of anarchy and of 
p- &potiſm ;, and if the Honourable Gentleman who had ſpoken 


lift had called him an advocate for French ana , he 
would think himſelf entitled to call him an advocate for the 


nd of Europe. It was of no e e to him, whether 
tl E buman miſery aroſe from a Jacobin Society of Republicans at 


If, on the one hand, were ſeen the evil conſequences of anarchy, 
on the other were no leſs forcibly diſplayed thoſe of deſpotiſm. 
Here was the difference; in_the one inſtance that of anarchy, 


&liberation to meditate, a ſyſtem of the moſt ſanguinary pro- 
ſcription, What was the leſſon which we were thence to de- 
nve? It was a leſſon of the neceſſity of that caution with 
chich this country ought to take part in a war on either 
de, in which it could not e without aſſiſting either the 
ies of anarchy, or deſpotiſm. The popularity of the war had 
deen much talked of by Miniſters, whoſe wiſh and intereſt it was 
that it ſhould be popular. But was this war popular with the 


ug manufacturer, on account of which the moſt valuable part of 
a rr manufactures had declined conſiderably in value? Could 
* his war, which had ſo greatly contributed to the fall of the 
wr vcks, be popular with the monied men? Or was this war po- 

oo lr with the labourers, the expence of which was to be de- 

l ed from the ſweat of their brows? Or, what was the cri- 
l, cron of their popularity of a war, had thouſands of volunteers 
1 found coming into our army and navy? The reverſe of the 
4 ct, he believed, was the caſe. Where was the armament for. 
| co" purpoſe of a war? When Miniſters Wanted an armament for 


e lake of firſt bullying and then conceding, they had dragged: 
e peaceable citizen from his home and family; they had. 


on for equipping an expeditious and formidable armament... 


795 6 remiſs than formerly they had been vigofods i their prepara- = 
: A tions, 


reaſon to jadyert, the practice of calling him and thoſe wWbo 


were of the ſame opinion, advocates for France. He was no 


bloody combination of ts i againſt the liberties of France 


paris, or from a Jacobin confederation of Princes at Pilnitz. 


thoſe cruelties which had been perpetrated, originated from 
popular fear and fury, worked up to their higheſt pitch: on the 
ther we beheld deſpotiſm fitting down in the moment of cool 
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wbed the merchant ſhips of their ſailors, and uſed every exer-; 
re, where they were really bent upon war, they had been na. 
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tions, and it would be found: that; at preſent, there was-no arms: 
ment, either by ſea or land, adequate to the abjedt propoſed, q 
e eee eee eee 
Mr. LAMBTON ſaid, that he rejoiced” that the ſenſe of th 


Houſe was to be taken, and that his name ſhonld go down b Si 
the country.in that minority who approvett of the motion of hi; WW cf re 
Right Honourable Friend. Ions e vim e riend bal Si 
been called an advocate for France: he was not an advocate fir the v 
France, but for the peace of England -an object Which furt M 
was worthy of the maſt exalted ampition. A degree of mal. WW gat 
ny indeed, had characterized all the attacks made upon him, newe 
It had been ſaid, that he derived all his arguments from the fay, t 
common ſtock of Briſſot, who was, in another breath, pw. f the 
nounced by the ſame Right Honourahle Gentleman (Mr. what 
Burke) the Prince of Pickpockets. . Did he mean to ſay that hs „ho! 
Right Honourable Friend had any connection with M. Briſſot WW ::cks 
If this was his meaning, he aſſerted a moſt notorious fal ſehood meant 
Sir RICHARD HILL fats, if ever he ſhould vote for an un- allow 
neceffary war, ſenſible as he was of the miſeries and calamitis WA unt b 
with which ſucli a meaſure was always attended, he ſhould think he beg 
that his tongue deſerved to be cut'out; but the preſent war he ous; 2 
conſidered as inevitable. But it had been ſaid, Why not trea WW ind pe 
with the French Convention for the purpoſe of preventing in the 


war? Treat with the French Convention 4 he would as ſoon 
treat with the palace of Pandemonium. 
Sir FRANCIS BASSET ſaid, with reſpe& to the fact th 
merchants, manufacturers, and labourers, lamented the war, he 
had no doubt. They muſt all feel its conſequences operate 
againſt their immediate intereſt. But they all, he would be 
bound to ſay, faw the neceſſity of the meaſure, and wete pre- 
pared to ſupport it, as Inger len for their comõn defence 
Much of what had been faid to-night appeared to hiim to have 
been obviated hy what had been ſtated: by a Right:Honourab 
Gentleman (Mr. Pitt), that this was a war, not for the purpose 
of any interference, but for the purpoſe of *procuting-reparation 

of thoſe injuries and inſults which had heen offered to-thi 

. He had been -ſurprifed to hear it alleged, that ve 
Were dhe aggreſſors in this war, when the fact was notorious 
that, at the very moment when the French were profeſſing thei] 
defire of being on a good underſtanding with Great Britain, the 
Miniſter of the Marine had written a letter to the friends 0 
liberty and equality in the maritime towns, exciting them agault 
this country, and propoſing to land on our couſts an 1 wit 
. fifty thouſands caps of liberty!) With reſpect to himſelf, he ha 
always been accuſtomed to act, he truſted not incon{iſiently 
With the Right Honourable. Gentleman, Mr. Fox. . Notwith4 


ftandind 


0 


wee which he Entertained of hjs heart. Lact 
Sir GEORUE 92 oo urged the nec 
of refiſti . rench arms and principles. 


great clamour for the queſtion, which was now violently re- 
newed. 


he begged to diſclaim the character. The phraſe was ambigu- 
ous; and the Honourable Gentleman, in applying it, knew, 
and perhaps intended that it ſhould be taken up by 
in the moſt invidious point of view. That Honourable Gentle- 
man had ſald, that he rejoiced that a the ſenſe of the 
Houſe was decidedly to be taken. If any Cn 
from taking as he propoſed the ſenſe of the Houſe, it was this 
mode of invitation, which was neither decent nor parliamentary. 
a majority 
„was inconfiſtent 


x war againſt the Emperor of Gez- 
ls Wenden, Wart toil bly © 


Frabant, e py tac ie That Right Honourable 
Gentleman had likewiſe flated, that he had adopted new ptinci- 


te of reaſoning. Te was ew ro ſta arguments againſt the 
gon greet 


inſt the Miniſtry: And was it to be underſtood, thatwhen- 
ver Miniſters were blamed, the country was cenſured ? Were 
ve, frotn our deteſtation of French republicaniſm, come to that 


Vox. 


GHTON likewiſe ſpoke in ſapport of 
Mr. FOX toſe to reply. (There had been, for ſome time, 3 
had to 
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ad been ſaid, was a, more remote 
Object; but what ſort of political rin pop that which r repre- 
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I pere, ith 'pren 

hour . would not attempt to detain ine ease, 
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one inſtance were di hag ee poſed 
cover to other interferences of a very | the uſ 
we talked of the pris ator et 'Tance, WE net attemj 
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1 real in 
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i | 15 a, 
Mu ir —Ast 
means 5 SITE 75 vernme 
tween Miniſters 40d 1 e ** Mm would 
internal interference? Ee Mie” t M theory 
niſters had aſſigned all the 4755 'of the war. Another differ , = ad: 
_ ence which had been fiat between Miniſters and thole wi, "bay 
ence, 
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had been ſo much inſiſted upon, that we ſhould ſtate the 
grounds of our going to war, and the object which we wi * v1 
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1 SHERIDA! cor n was not 0 111 1 W 
morous demand of the 1 78 at B commentemeut of the 
pech of the Hon tleman who- had ſpoken aſk, — 
When his Right Honour ble F. Friend who, had move the 
tion had availed himſelf of his (privilege, of rep! 7, it was to be fup- 
poſed the debate was finiſhed, and. it was: r confiſtent with 
— nor fair and e „ 0a fps yew to 


Fat 
ſtract, I * to he 4 ſituation of the Prone. 
—As to the right e to interfere in the internal go- 
rernment of another, upon the principle of pure | benevolence, it 
would be found to be a doctrine, p. rhaps, | 
theory than ſafe, in praQtice. He underſtood, however, that it 
ve admitted by the beſt writers that no ſuch, ightexifted.” But 
let us look to the conſequences of this principle of pure 'benevo- 
lence. From pure bene volence the Empreſs of Ruffia interfered 
in the internal fata of Poland. From the pics: conſideration 
the king of Pruſſia had poſſeſſed himſelf of Danze and _ 
It was pure benevolence which induced the | 
nit all thoſe cruelties which had diſgraced':their 3 
in the new world. Were ſuch a right 1 5 one governmen 
terfere in the affairs of another. admitted, it SU hers ei 
odraw any line, or to ſix its preciſe limits; but the He 
man, while he fo much reprobated French principles, — to 
have adopted their concluſions, , and was now EE 
tut line of conduct why the Freach W N 
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on con tit 

would be better that the Committee, which he Had formerly BY Amer 
flated to the Houſe his mtention to move for retative'to Cm ef 
Bills, ſhould be au up- ſtaim Committee: he therefore, wit high r 
leave of the Houſe, would move, that a Committee be appoints Th 
to conſider of the mode of applying the fums rated by Cam doe 
Bills, in fuch manner as ſhould be moſt for the of the cellary 
| air pores blic; which, after dime conte. ſentex 
to, arid a 1 * a Mr. 
ENVILLE to call tis ſerious a era 
: Rh? 15 the Houſe to * — 0 which ha <1: 
lately ariſen from want of the due attendance of Memben of e > 
the Gays fixed for bal for Committees wi oy rſt di 
tions. He had hinkfelf. much con abſt by 
as connected with Mr. e's AR; bat it pre Goubt t 
him that it would be Dutch 
in that AQ, at leaſt for the p — i it ſhould aſterwadſ e an © 
| ſeem proper to make alteration in it, he * would be — 
much better to do ſo at the beginn ning of a new Partianert "ang: 


There were ill left on the table eleven Election Petition, oi") 


den in the law juſt now would make exiffing cas M 


Tried | ſterior law. 
If ouſe would exert the T Te with which it was it ! 
veſted for enforcing the attendanee Members, he wa ds Erick 


ſuaded it would be no difficult matter to 7 day 
neſs; he un 


be woul 
ance, ſo as to prevent the interruption 
e day, he wool mo 


derſtood that to-morrow was' au would — " if. 
ais Houſe do to- moro refolve itfelf 1 15 

_ "whole Houſe to conſider uf ſubh ſteps vile 
F S e ence of ee 0 <P 
E n Elec Porn 5.6-Otered.” 13 
; | EE 1 hs ; "er | —  Funnuin plicit dey 


Vol. 


Fes. . * * 0 U 'RY A ki. EY Ka 


S 8 
„ 4 "It * — 1 875 ie 115 * * , f 


eee 21. „ ee, va 


en brug es ee of the ene 1 | 
bf wen Jo . 0 the ſecond reading of the reſa- 


Staff Officers, 

ning he obſerved, that-it did not occur to him what ſhould 
wr ecellar large a Staff in Eng land, in the circumſtances 
of the war in Which we are 9 Tbe ar de- 
fore the laſt was on 22 very extenſively, and which der- 
tainly had not been ſerved ; and yet, according to his informa- 
ton, there EIN as, « large a ſtaff in En alone ad we 
had durin that 3 in Great Britain, Ireland, Germany and 
America. In his opinion, we e to be more ons 

8 10 increaſing the Wy. eſtabliſhment 3 in Offer | 


Ane SECRETARY a at WAR ad not..think that we qught. 
v lock ſo much to any precedent, as to what inight appear ne * 
cellary for, neee port of thoſe meaſures which he pre 
| Fs jp for the ſafety of the co 
Mr. COL JRTENAY that we had now about ten Ge- 
neral Offices more than wert in M. Dumourier's army, ivy ho 
commanded. 8h. -200,000. men; and ae the Honour- 
ble Secretary at. War ſeemed unable to aſſign any — fot his 
ut diſprapontian of oſficers over the meu, 2 2 thought he could 
z him bald 2 ny one; 77 when known, he made no 


z2ette, 2 A1 925255 8 2s a certain means 1 in- 
bang M. Dumqurier to raiſe the ſiege of Breda, and to give up 
very idea. of. 3 wk Amſterdam, though n * 
ay miles o . 
The reſolutions were then ll read 3 a ſecond time, and * 


Mc, GREY" 7 that in moving the Addreſs to bis 
which he ſhould now bave.th PR 10 Rel to che 
be would: R to ce 


wald certainly har ponents wb $5 | 
bs, a, be acceded to by K he 
vithed moſk ardeatly thatit were poſſible, as it might fill petbaps 
te the means of av averting the calamities of war; but whatever : 
night be its fate, he was anxious to come forwald with an ex- 
plicit declaration — e of his e 8 to court the 
Veiel, tnnrng e duiſlinction 
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EB;/ 
diſtin&ion of being recorded as one of thoſe who had, with vey in! 
2: 2 N thoſe impolitic meaſures, where 0 in 

ged into a, War which: was likely to be Jap 1 

8 to this country... He then, oed, vo 

That an humble Addreſs. be preſented to hi ſtan 

his Majeſty that his faithful Commons, animated thei 

Hand dutiful attachment to his perſon and "ab, Sy SOPRE feat 

-- excellent Conſtitution of this kingdom, as well . en ark cope 

Fane eee e the 

"OR 1 kno 

Maj 

4 = the : of bis e. — nk 

e 1 Nis ig ti he- the 

the mol reg lictude w ven from our co 2nd 

pm ns of war, by, every means conſiſtent with ho- thou 

8 3 with ſafety, we er to his Majeſty, at the em 

. ſoſion. "our ſeals of tha gear toh 

<<, prudence which had induced his Majeſty to ohſerve a {tri the c 

with reſpec in dane eee that 

* un to abſtain y- interference in the intemi queſ 

affair France,” aod our hope that he heren Mc term 
bad taken would have the happy tendency 't t render a m 

- 1.4, and terperate Cas ciectoal, for proervingithe meg thei 

{$1 « of peace, n cerne 

Tus with.the deepeſt concern, we nom find ourſelves oblige again 

to re ran that hape, without any evidence having bern poſed 

to ſatisſy us that his Majelly' 's. Miniſters have m e ha 

558 their duty to make, and as, by his M gran 

0 's moſt uin Speech, We were 1 to expect, for tb all 

tion of peace It is no leſs the tetolution than the du aſſert 

* ol bis Maj hy s faithful Commons to ſecond his efforts in M gat 

T4 War thus t f commenced, ſo long as it ſhall, contigue; by fac 

we deem it a duty equally incumbent upon us to _ * ord 

{1 Majeſty's attention to thoſe reaſons or. pretexts, by w which He adn 

ſervants have laboured to juſtify a conduct on their part hid Com. 

e cannot but conſider as having coutributed,-in a 4 me and d 

N to produce the preſent Fupt ure. ties, \ 

* vers ands of hoſtility againſt France e of am 

none at appeared to us to have conſtituted. ſuch an urges any 0 

and. imperious caſe of neceſlity as leſt no rom. for accom do me 

dation, ani made war unavoidable, — The ' government WM ſenſe 

= E has been accuſed of having violated the I of nation appea 

2 ſtipulations of exiſting treaties, by an attempt 10 % threat 

.  - Priye'th& Republic of the United; Provinces of the'exc!"WiWWhen | 

Aris ation of. tha Schelit, No, evidence, however; has be lmiti 

* offered to conv ince us that this excluſive navigation WS ext eſtabli 


a5 an ds „enn, 4% — * 


011 
| in itſelf or ãn ch n of thoſe whoa were + re 
* i preſerving: it, of fuch aq way as. to -juftify a d 5 


tion in our 


to break rance on t 1 „ 
If, in fact, th oy {er lh ral had e Sk 


fend their right ry pb 
jou then ſed ſtiendihip to have ſu | 
non their ſerious eonfideration; how far the. an oft an 1 
e nas 52 

eſſential intereſts o 
1 it has been ac- 
A was made to, hi 


qe ter 


to. 2 relieved ge 
the declaration of the Miniſter 
that he eee all pe: 
queſtion of the fature navigation of 
N 
N queſtion open to pd 22 
the intrinkie value, of * * N {og Mes 


5 | 


by ul © government. of rance,, * 


or all times da NN e ne 
| alſerted to be peculi u cnnected hr een 
" gation of r | 25 violation o 


4 order of all civil 


We admit, that it is the 35 fs 
Comment of in apr 2 


2 


b 


* 


and diſtribution; of 22 1 Wee 4 it ſovereign 

— es on l um ke ere . oh ww 

of any ſtate, eriul, at. the expence £ 
urges any other ; and, for 8 j 0 CR” wo 


mm do moſt earneſtly wiſh, tht bis his Maden manifeſted a juſt 

ent 4 ſenſe of the 3 of the principle to which they pow 

"I deal. in the eourff of late events, which ſeemed dg us ta 

to threaten its entice deſttuction-. 3 

1 | — — War beginning eat * from the Jag! = 
be mities of agarchy, wit W e he 

1 eltabliſhed an hereditary 12 archy - like * Jad 


own, 


rey . 
ba 


"France en after thiedlitn e 
France er tht ahd wit E 

either of ſupine i 8 ſecret ap "bis My 

jeſty'sMinitters/ behett the armies df o 


Sinns 


5 ba. 
Hy cert with” the opßtefler ef Poland) E 
invanon and ſubjugation of Franee, and the wikneh of thaſe Fr 
Ani audi lde from the ene) Bede ef iii FN by 

tons by manifeſtos, which, if thew prinviplesand menace 


-$ © 


* ad deen carried into ics! ' muff have inevitably produced 
"* return of . and — io} rome a 


eficeritT n; aftd\ tened manners, und irue mili. 
* tary honor, have ſor x Jong time baniſhed from the chf- 
1 tin world. n WY WIII II 15 1 rote o 


No effort appears to OOO made to check-the þroprek of ff 
theſe ene armies In Majeſty's NfHters) dnder 2 pre- 


"Trenged reſpect for the und independende of other ſo. 


Fong er hoyght fit at that kime to'rfuſs/eveli the interpo- 
ſition Ke the 7 _ bod 'offices/ do five fo 
Ei 7 7 


Try 


bn of a oh 16 | 
ever eee ſfertune, Had Faber pft | 
dor aders, e Mh lis i 


3 at coflukie ind which 
mar ep ther con ht eva TSH France, begin 
Eine ms for the' ge 


ral Rcufity of E 'whlch, w 
{Rt appek —— ws, they en wen . felt, and might 


rijaſihceſ/on the previous ſuoceſſe 'cept 

a — * — ee e de e ee uſeft 
Semen our . mat the Deere of the Na. right 
Convention-of France of the 19th Uf 17% © kind. 

N great meuſure Hable to the” objsctibns utged again table 
8 A Wee camor init! that's wat, pen the fngle ground to co 
ol focht a decree, thiccompanitd by any overt acts, by Which bas 
e or ohr Alles might be directiy atticked, would be jul WW Fran, 
filed as necefl} 2 and unavoidable. Certaitily not- unless, up heard 
on a reg mand made by his Majeſty's Miniſters of en on th 
f ny and ex in be ben aud — _ th _ 
 "Þrenc refuſed to give his den explanation . ſuch 
ws 00 No ſuch cid wits 4#ralle: Explanations, it 1 we hz 


de, Fate been received P ber well dan 


17 3 =" #1977 Th $15 I ff 


FEG. 217703. a e n ee 8 44s 
r: offered on eh — — 
were 
demanded ort G, a wndoubtutily they would havecbeem, if 
it had fuired the views of iris Majeſty's | Miniſters do have 
ated frankly and honourably towards France, ami mot 40 
have reſerved their complaints for 4 future period, hen en- 
planations; however reaſonable, might dme my 7 
hoſtiitied might be unzveldable, fo it in 1 
After a review of all thoſe conſitlerations, ei . 
to repreſent to his Majeſty; chat none f the 
were in diſpute between his Miniſters and the ase 
Frarice, appear to us to have been incapable of 
by negociation, except that on of F N 
which has been ſtated to ariſe from the political dgimimhs 
a e ee eject of 5 
neither 2 tion ndr 
gible whe ks rey err ow Were * — in . 
del adjuſted: c ty, or bei ene | 
— rmed by the events of wat. Hi; 7, 1 * 
denen ſtate to hi Majeſty's wiſdom: char ores cx we 
ver eure deluſion ; and we know! his Majeſty's! 
well to ſuppoſd ; that he could'tver entertain theiidea of: dhe. 
ploying force to'deſtivy to deſtioy opinious"by: the-<niopation of thble 
. who keldahwin, 90s! 7 20199: d, e © fix. 
The grounds, upon which his: ran Ii Adar hate adviſed 
him to pefuſe 1 ſome 'avowtd publiciiitercourſe 
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wih the t of France; appeared to us rici- 
ther juſtified by hs toaſon of the t — ow pen 
of Kar won nor dy arty" x pre arifit | 
ſtate of circtpaſtandes. In | — 
 ſoever, of whidh: homer real ſethe ape lof 
an amicable diſpoſition, and of a feadineßt wh ufer und $0-ac- 


cept of pacific explanations on both fides;//is ad 
uſeful to enſure ſucceſs,” as any 
kd, urge hot er dee, Language 
kin in E 5 
table or valid in themſelves, are more like OT, p | 
to conciliate the * a we have eycr 
9 the melanch event which TY V happened in 
Prange, it would e been ſore eonſolation to us to kae 
| heard, that the powerful interpoſition df the Britiſh nation 
on this ſubject ad ut leaft been offered, although it / ſhould 
unfortunately have been rejected. But inſtead of . — 
ſuch conſolation fem the conduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters, 
| we have ſeen them with extreme aſtom ſhmerit emp ju a8 
| im incentive 9 * 


necrſſary an 
* 


FP S>= > 


= —— + 


/ b 
As 
1 
4 
- * 
a | 
. 2 
11 
4 
4 
** 
3 
1 
4 
i 3 4 
= 
i 5 

[ny 

5 

= a 

ty 
| nh 

BS 

55 

14 

1 

* 

FE" 

* 1 

: 

s 
5 9 

4 

1 

" 

4 
tad - 
4 
4 

7 
3 
1 1 
— 

75 
5 
14 
+ 
. 
* 

W 4; 
15 

4» 

i 
"2334 
54 
48x 

FTE 
"291 

LE 
1 
' 17 
5 = 
$.- 
. 
433 
WE. 

+ 
: 4 

$53 
34:8 i 
1 d 
1 
1 1 
3 
= 
"= 
1 

6) 
ORR 
' b 
a4 

. 

5 

4 

Es 
18 

TT : 

4 

11. 

% 

1 
4s. 

1 

if 

Mt 
i 

4 
N 
ö N 
£ 3 
[ k 
. 4 
{Ks 
» | 
1 1 
Ir. 
* 
: a 
: i 
F773 
( 7 
17 
: 4:6 
4 
I: 
: 
| 


4 PAR LIAMENTAR * 


— chat the ineral ny & of 
af may be our opinion e 
r 


[10 prope: 
ſtates, 


principle, fm whigh. it , muſt ſtill more on follow, WA 
that duch 1 conduct copied "one an admiſſible, juſti -q 
Wee cannot, refrain from obſerving, that uch frequent alluſion = 
_ as have: been, made to an event ſoontellally na ground of rup-, * 
tutte) ſeemed to us to have ariſen from a ſiniſter open * 
": derive, om: the N of Engliſhmen, popularity for 9 
meaſures which their deliberate judgment would have re- 
. proba „ and to influence the moſt virtuous ſenſibilities of A 
__ Majeſty's Feen into!a blind and. furious f a war 15 
Lof: Vengeance. - $728 ˖ 5 
Ea Majety's faithful Commons therefore, a e &% Nauf 
\rermined t o ſupport his Majeſty with vigour and . A tatio 
- the exertions neceſſary fur the — of of his ki oe elec] 
| fee! that they arc equally bound by iti i e wk = ta 
und to their fellow · ſubects. 10 declare; in the moſt ſolemn lam 
manner, their diſapprobation of the conduRt of | his Majeſty's 75 
- Miniſters. t the whole of theſe tranſactions; a con- iy 
duct which, in thei r other termin. 450 


tion but chat, to which it it _ to have, 1 1 


5 at eee them uw rc of en ag 


We want 6 prolperity ta this ou¹ꝭH]ẽ 7 Ot) 

therefore humbly. implore his, Maj 's paternal goodnek to 
| "liſten no longer to the Councils whic have forced us into 

/ this: "War, but to embrace the earlieſt ogeafion, which 


wee 4 ay diſcern, of ne 11 5 


1 "MAJOR MOR MAITLAND ogded the motion, © 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER has, it wa 
obaous, that the ſubſtance, of the Addreſs was nothing more 
than/a. repeution of thoſe arguments 'which had been Seal 
bought forward in that Houſe''b W who oppoled the 
n bern It was _ therefore” neceſſary: for him 
to fayy that 94:8 wy @ every gemleman . n 
the. late, proceedings of that Houle, and in giv ing. En fete in 
pieſent crißzs to eee Governaen 


a tres. T AAP 
hind 22 e a , OS e, the en 
Mr. BAK E Ed. uk to tis enen Usb ed hes 
cuitdus Addreſs which had been brouy ght forward dy the Honour | 
able Gentleman, in the way of a prot the beſt anſwer which 
he could give, Was his elle N — coed ov 
tlemen on the other fide the Houſe, be had no doubt the; 
were nearly unanimous in _ uttering” cheir uo, while to che 
ſures of Miniſtets they joined in e e N th 
Aye, —The 1 motion' was negatived: erte 


PETITION or THE INHABITANTS or NoTTINOHAN 

Mr. R. SMITH read a petition, figned by about 2500] 
titants of the town of Nottingham, ſtating. 8 other things, 
that as the Conſtitution now ſtands, with reſpect to repreſentation 
in Parliament, the country is amuſed with, the name e arepreſen- 
tion of the people, when the reality is gone ; that the bo rein 
election had paſſed away from tlie peop le almoſt a 15 
that thereby the confidence 65 A aqui le with 1 to Par- 
lament was weak, if not deſt royed. ” he prion ty techs 
rayed the Houſe to conſider of the proper 
k orm in Parliament, good fag eſt⸗d, 
plan of Reform, that. t Fir Mega h 
portion to the We of Fal males in the. kin 3 


queſtion being ing up the petition,” * * 
The Herts 5 io” Vent QU RT 
it was certainly 45 8 7 fair f "i the 1. Ge N 
who preſented the petition 4 read 125 
Houle :—lt was with the A che Houſe J 
after having heard it xead, they. could poffit 
to be NN up, *conſiſtentl with what they" 
port of ckelt own 2 Hs y no means ff tende to 
ting as to ch of f what Was demanded in tf hot 
ths petition ;—lIt was opinion, that eres 
prople of this count tara ie ht of "petition 
redreſs of any ſuppoſed wrong, at fuch peritidn' 
be received, whatever the Houle Fi th think” arte P 
« the demand made in it; but this 8888 N 
made in a file of feſpect 95 — e 
Conſtitution, —There were ſom bee 
te thoug ht he had 1 — read by tn Fo 
that 55 to bim hi 5 obj | le, tid, en 


0 5 95 cor bo. 8 


what | the petitiony we oy 54 
bad on coming into the Houfe, be found that he lad or been 
miſtaken, firſt pa e alluded to was that hier ſtated 
tat the Conſtitution amuſed with the name of 4 tation 
al the people, when the reality was" gore.” © ſtared 
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that: che right of the people had paſſed fron thens into. ahn 
hands, and in fact denied both the r right t and power of 2 


Houſe as at jireſent cnſtituted. And the third declared 
ESE SG they 


waekened, 3 
fo dif eat! to the Hoaſe, and b 


'Theſe'were 

ee to the — that it appeared to him et 

that the Houle, conſi 2 with dignity, or p 
brought up in its 


thoug h he would not certainly think it right to refuſe receiving 
any — whatever N be the object of its prayer, if ex- 
ers. 

Mk FOX FOX too it far from uſual to canal in ſo1 minute | 

petitions: preſented to that Houſe. In his opinion, it 

| Gola — rt of their character to be apt to ſee and to tale 
vp every paſlage which could be coriſtrued into diſteſpect. l, 
mere an 72 ale, bey 2 be leſs nice than another 


of the 
might 


to ha to wh a necef 734 corinexion o 2h 
with the —. PET is to ſtate ot ere is, at reſent, no be don 


2500 
howey 
paſſed away e from the no Fig petition ſeemed to 

| tlemen, as if it denied the rig cht and om 


9 as now conſtit fond $4 ales pet 


that. wp eB the prayer of the Us ounded | in job FR 
85 he 2 doubted couch az t the idea of fixing the iſ. e 
night of electi rtion to the. 1 LE nals; tion. ] 


I — 7 give his vote for allowin the petition t W der 
be 2 up. winly gi reaſons ſtated in 2 phi Were con- oy wy 
| ul 

mager cpuld not be introduced with an) ' prophiety | and a, 5 obj 
I8tally unconnected with the prayer, f ye Wee pat tage kat not! 
| og 0 be extremely ſtrong before the Houle ſhould, in nfult to 
4 .refuſe to receive. With 1 to Addy es to tee at; 
why he-knew it had been held b Jome ven Ge Kt VF ain 
. FaQers in {wag graph that the ſubjectis right in that f pech y 5 Mp tog 
REP it came in the proper. orm © A petition, 1 rould be 
| rene whateyer might be the matter it 'cantainied: Wreflion 
- ha-oould not himſelf go the length that that doQtrine bad bes Klieve th. 
carried in the caſe of the dle Election; for in t 1 ht W om be 
- petition went ſo far ag to ſlate, that the Parliament was: al part of 
' tinted; and all its acts null; ky Was going yore, tel fr new that 
der chan, according to any apprehenſion of his, the preſent; ich 
e Wherever e? f e or. J. 


CE. 
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they were honourable men, and good Members of th. 
Hulſe. Fe ta 2w that his ſentiments mY fuch Cabiea, 
the repreſentation. of that Houfe, were different from many of 
the Members of that Houſe, and from many of their conſti. 
tuents. He had often verbally, and in writing, held this an- 
guage to his conf tituents, that he never would obey their order 
-x$ a Member of Parliament, but that he ſhould always judge 

for himſelf, and act for himſelf; and although he had held thi 
language, he had not loſt the confidence of his conſtituents ; and 
he thought that Eis opinion was no reflection on him as an indi. 
vidual. The Houſe could not conſiſtently refuſe to receive thi; 

petition, unleſs it was libellous, and if it was libellous, they ought 
to proſecute its aut hors and adviſers for a libel, and upon that 
oint he begged leave to ſubmit a few thoughts to the Houſe.— 
the firſt place he admitted that, if the petition was preſented 
to a court of law, the Judges might deem it to be a libel, but al. 
though formerly the mode of trying libels was to leave the fat 
to the Jury, and the law to the Judges, yet we all know, that 
- this practice was now altered, and mo an, were to decide upon 
both law and fact; in that view, therefore, he thought it was ex- 
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tremely probable that a Jury would acquit any perſon charged Mr. 
with a libel upon this petition. What would then be the cal! being © 
Why that the Houſe of Commons had rejected a petition that which h 
was an innocent publication.—On the other hand, if the Houlc ſelves w 


TtjeRed this petition as an inſult upon its dignity, it would folloy, 
as a matter of courſe, that to preſerve that dignity, they ought | 
to puniſh thoſe who had offered to inſult it ; what then would be 
their ſituation? Wh a Jury might acquit the perſons ſo ac 
cuſed, and then the Hou e would be ſubject to the imputation 
of being too. tenacious of its dignity and too inattentive to the 
rights of its conſtituents. All theſe inconveniencies would he 
avoided by receiving the petition. Nor were the Journals of the 
Houſe without precedent upon this ſubject. He believed that in 
the year 1783 a petition was received much bolder and more ir- 
regular in its language than the preſent, where the Houſe ws 
ſtated to be a corrupt body. He believed that the petition of Mr. 
2 Horne Tooke was alſo as offenſive to the dignity of the 

ouſe as this, or more ſp, much more ſo in his opinion, for that 
be thought was an open libel on the Houſe, and the anſwer to i 
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ought to have been that in that ſhape it could not be received; petitiory ; t 
but that no injuſtice ſhould be done to the electors of the city o petition at 
Weſtminiſter, fourteen days ſhould be allowed to them ts preſent Houſe, th: 


> 


a petition in proper language, and yet the Houſe received tht 
petition. The petition now | before hi Houſe had for its object 
a Parliamentary Reform; on this point he knew there was 
variety of opinions: for himſelf he would ſay that he was of pr 


nion that the Houſe of Commons, conſtituted as it was * alt 
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vered all the purpoſes of a complete Repreſentation, and tfam an 
rags in that reſpect could not enable the Houſe to ſpeak. 
the lan of the public better than they did at preſent; He. 
was not, however, poſitively againſt any attempt at a tempo 
rate reform, but there were ideas abroad upon the word reform, 
to which he was no friend, but a determined enemy, and which 

he ſhould oppoſe as ſtrenuoully as he could, while he ſhould con- 


Friends of the People) had been formed, to which, and to the 
principles profeſſed by its members, he would not ſubſcribe. He, 
thought it an aſſembly unfortunately choſen ; for that it had in- 
culcated doctrines that were dangerous to the liberty of the peo- 
ple of this country. He had heard. ney of it lately, and he 
hoped its labours were nearly at an end. He concluded with ob- 
ſerring, that he truſted the majority of the Houſe would fee the 
danger of appearing to contend with its conſtituents upon the 
right of petitioning—a dangerous conteſt ; and therefore that_ 


tit was perſiſted in, he muſt take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon 
the ſubjec t. ä aas 
Mr. RYDER oppoſed the petition upon the ground of its“ 
being in terms not ſufficiently reſpectful to the Houſe, and 
which he ſaid was admitted by the Honourable Gentlemen them 
elves who ſupported its reception. þ eee 
Mr. BURKE obſerved, that with regard to the Gentlemen 
who had ſigned the petition now under diſcuſſion, he did not, 
conlider them as criminal in any great degree; for the proba- 
bility was, that the maſs of them had never read it. The firſt 
queſtion was, Whether the Houſe ought or ought not to receive 
tas it was? The advocates for the receiving of the petition had 
«red the Houſe to keep its temper—in this they were very 
gut; becauſe. they muſt be conſcious they had taken ſome 
pains to provoke the Houſe, The petition. itſelf appeared to him 
uct as that Houſe could not receive. conſiſtently with its ouſt 
Agnity, for the audacity of the language was ſuch as ſhould not 
be tolerated, and the ſeditious tendency of the whole of the peti- 
tion was ſuch, as might become in time dangerous if the peti- 
non was fo far honoured as to be laid. on the table of that Houſe 
Without puniſhing thoſe who had adviſed the preſenting ſuch a 
titior ; the better way therefore would be not to receive the 
petition at all, and to teach thoſe who wiſhed to petition that 
Houſe, that they muſt do it in a reſpectful manner. This peti- 
non was only a ſmall part of the fruit of the doctrines which 
bad lately been propagated by certain ſocieties, which the people 
ab this country had held, that England had no Conſtitution. If 
ive Houſe encouraged this, and ſuffered themſelyes to be thuy 
D G4 - inſultei 
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tnue to be a Member of Parliament. He ſaid an Aſſembly (the 
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they would receive this petition at all events. If the oppoſition. | 
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n eb fcoits. db a torrent of infolene | ougl 

| ould ſoon be overpoyered by a ener 
F r woul table, and they would be deſpiſed by the pub. - 
FCC 
be obſeryed in a, petition, the good temper of the Houſe might aaf 
enen not 
fence; for it went the length of denying the authority of that M 
Ho ſe. 252 repreſentative body of the Commons of Great Bri Far 
To.” th kia, that 18 the thine bf Lord George Gordon' bs 
turbulence, the Houſe received as bad a petition as the preſent; | in thi 
but that was not a time to be regarded as an example for the Tt 
reſent. He ſaw no reaſon whatever for receiving this petition: . 
py t he perceived an infinite number againſt its reception. He Mer 
eee Society for Conſtitutional Information, and en 
hinted at others, all of whom, he obſerved, like the preſent peti- ME 
tion, went to propagate the doctrine that there is no conſtitution rew? 
in this country; the authors of which, he was clearly e the pe 
ought to be puniſhed, in order to preſerve the ſafety o the Nate, an 
But this was not the time to inquire into the guilt or 3 Th, 
of any individual; the' queſtion now was ſimply, ner er the r 
petition now before them ſhould be received or rejected, upon M. 
which he truſted the Houſe had no difficulty. = * 68 
Mr. GREY faid, he agreed with the Right 3 e 2 
eee who Tpoks eee BUNW pincip 
on the proſecution of any individuals, compoſing this, * 0 Via 
any other ſociety, but ſimply whether the petition ſhoul ts wt 
. ceived or rejected. The perſons compoſing the r oor Gentle 
be had alluded, and proceeding on the principles, and acting eee 
from the neceſſity which occaſioned its original 1 me . 
erſons very well known to the public, and men who hac r "Ty 
1 nor would depart, from the principles they original ths oh, 
rofeſſed. They had viewed and maturely conſidered Kea mo wan . 
[Bo ſtate of the repreſentation of this country, . y. aber f. 
_ clearly of opinion that it was not what it ought * be; = * ng up t 
propriety of e the preſent petition. Þ wy ef 0 repreſen 
Right Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt Hof: i dipates 
another; if he was, Mr. r dee he would refer = — hey 
What that Right Honourable Gentleman had himſelf = 1 t 4 
the American war. What! would you return to — 0 1 ſough « 
| flough of our flavery as the model of their freedom : ot on t! 

enen D Ay ſaid, he could refer the Hou 8 

this was not ſufficient, Mr. Grey —_— 5 3 nourable Gentle | Oppoſed 
to the. ſubſequent language of the Right Honour ee * 
man, now the Chancellor of his Majeſty's mou tr | Ea 
came into office That it was notorious that on, voy by the & 
Arcot had fifteen Members in that Houſe, and —. After tit once o. 

act upon an identity of intereſt with the people. 


| the 
Mr. Grey faid, he would appeal to * — whethe 1 
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t to be very nice in the language which they were to re- 
_ from ee my acc and he warned thaw againſt the 
danger of laying it down as a principle that the Members of that 
Houſe were to be allowed to ſay what their Conſtituents were 
not to be permitted to ſtate in their petitions. He concluded 
with giving his afſent to the preſent motion being received; 
Mr. BURKE obſerved, that the Honourable Gentleman had 
furniſhed the Houſe with ſome ſcraps of former proceedings; 
he belonged-to a ſociety of ſcrap-gatherers. There was a place 
in this town called Rag Fair on e OT 00 
The SPEAKER called Mr. Burke to order. bee 
Mr. W. SMITH approved of receiving the petition, but 
expreſſed himſelf more anxious about the opinion the Houſe en- 
tertained of the gentlemen who ſigned the petition; in the 
name of many of them, he difclaimed all thought of inſulting 
the Houle. He allowed alſo, that ſome of the expreſſions in 
the petition had better have been left out. He then ſtated the 
reaſon why theſe words were not expunged. 1 *. 
The MASTER of the ROLLS oppoſed the receiving of the 
tition. 3 | a 
"Mr. SHERIDAN, after remarking that nothing was fo likely 
to produce ill temper in certain gentlemen as 4 mar 6 the 
principles they had formerly maintained, hoped the Houſe wauld 
not imitate the example of thoſe gentlemen. If they wiſhed to 
be treated with reſpect by their conſtituents, their true courſe 
was to treat their conſtituents with reſpect. An Honourable: 
Gentleman had obſerved, that a ſociety lately inſtituted for the 
avowed purpoſe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform, was come 
to the concluſion of its labours, as he had heard nothing of it for 
ſome time paſt. He could aſſure the Honourable Gentleman, 
that the Society alluded to (the Friends of the People) was nei- 
ther dead nor ſleeping, but in the full vigour of activity. An- 
other Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Burke) who oppoſed bring- 
ing up the petition, did not ſeem to have the ſame ideas of virtual 
reprefentation he had profeſſed and publiſhed formerly. In the 
diputes with America, when virtual repreſentation was held 
up as a ſufficient ſecutity for the rights of the Americans; chat 
Gentleman had ſaid. What call upon them to accept of the 
lough of your ſlavery for the model of their liberty! Having 
got on the ſubject of 0 he would treat the gentleman who 
oppoſed bringing up the petition with agother ſcrap. On 2 
former occation, referring to the borough of Old Sarum, it 
had been ſaid, that its ſtreets were now only to be diſtinguiſhed 
dy the different colours of the corn that grew on the · ſoiſ which: 
t once occupied; and that its only manufacture was the 2 | 
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dure of Members of Parliament. In the reign of Oycen 
Elizabeth, a publication was laid be fore the Crown Lawyers a 
treaſon ; they anſwered, it was: not treaſon, but-fel r its 
contents were all ſtolen from other publications. Juſt fo it was 
with the petition ;/ its contents were all ſtolen from the declara- 


2 00 ſpeeches Which the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ly cou It was hart indeed if expreſ- 
| . nd bels 3 8 when ſpoken in the Houſe of 


Commons, were to be. — inadmiſſible When adopted by the 


conftituents of the Houſe of Commons. He referred to the 


firong | of the petition of the city of London, on the fa- 
mons jerry the Middleſex Election; faid that his a 8 


_ preſent: Miniſter had given the model of Aſſociations for Parlia- 


mentary Reform, as it could make no difference whether reſolu- 
tons were dated from the Star and Garter, or from the Fres 
Maſon s Tavern; and Nd 210 with ſupporting the "rom $ 
being brought up. - 

Colonel HARTLEY » 
ſtances, the Houſe could not 


up their dignity _ too hi 
and was — — receiving the petition. 1 


Mr. WI GLE fpoke alſo the W 
WY he lower” divided. 1 81 
For receiving the petition 0 24 : % 


oe let Againſt receiving it 109. 
Mr. ELLIOT T, Chairinan of the Committte kh to 


try the merits of the Election for the Borough of Stockbridge, 


reported to the Houfe, 
That John Cator, E ſq. and John Scott, Eg the rg 
Members, were not du a. 1 4 
That Foſter Baron, ay: and George Porter, Eſq. were dul 


elected. and ought to — been returned; and, 


That. neither the petition, nor the defence of the ſitting Mem- 
bers, were frivolous or vexatious. 


Mr. Elliott then moved, that the Clerk of he Crown do at- 
eraſing the names of 


John Cator, E and John Scott, Eſq. and by inſerting the 
names of Foſter Eſq. and George Porter, >the in their 
room. — Ordered.- | 


Mr. Elliott further bid to the Houſe, that it was the opi- 
nion of the ſaid Committee that che moſt notorious bribery and 
corruption had been practiſed in the ſaid election; which de- 


| ſerved the moſt ſerious attention of Parlianent. 
He then moved, that the minutes of the evidence 8 before 
After which be 

— up the minutes, and Oy: were ordered. to lie. on. the 


the faid Committee be laid before the Houſe. 
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The order of the day being read, for going into a Committes 
of the whole Houſe, to comic? of the means of procuring a due 
attendance of Members on the days fixed for. balloting for Com- 
mittees on controverted Elections; the Speaker left the chair, 
and Sir George Cornwall took his ſeat at the table.. 
Mr. T. GRENVILLE begun with mentioning the reſpect 
that was due to the act by which the matter now under conſi- 
eration is at preſent. regulated, and on which he did not nam 
intend to propoſe. any alteration. He was ſorry to be called 
vpon to fix the attention of the Committee on the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of their taking ſome ſteps to inforce a due attendarice on 
days fixed for ballots ; ſeveral petitions preſented ſo long ago 
the beginning of the preſent Parliament being ſtill undetermin 
He . 5 doubt that part of the inconvenience which had of 
late ariſen from the non-attendance of Members was owing to 
the preſſure of the times; but if fo, it was the more nece to 
provide an immediate remedy, both becauſe the evil was likely to 
increaſe, and from the danger of hazarding, at. this time, the in- 
terruption of public buſineſs. It was his wiſh to accommodare 
the difficulty with as little preſſure as poſſible. There appeared 
to him only two. peſſible remedies; either an altetation of the 
lay, or the enforcing a due attendance. . He was in hopes to be 
able to digeſt and bring forward ſuch alterations on the 
at as may be of important benefit; but as theſe would only 
operate at the commencement of a new Parliament, he did not 
think it right to propoſe them till then. Beſides, were they at 
preſent to alter the law, it would lead to a preſumption that the 
exccution of it is impracticable.— ls it ſo, be would aſk. on any 
other conſideration than the want of due attendance in Members 
of that Houſe ? And can any plan be deviſed whereby'the merits 
of controverted elections can be tried without requiring from 
Members much attention and attendance? He had indeed 
a plan mentioned of trying them by a foreign judicature, not 
compoſed of Members of the Houſe, but of that he could by no 
means approve; he ſhould regret any alteration in the'exiſting 4 
lay, proceeding on a ſuppoſition of the impracticability of pro- 
curing attendance; for with what face could they ſay to their 
Caen that a beneficial law muſt be altered, becauſe 
d not do their duty? The remedy which he ſhould propoſe 
Was, a Call of the Houſe, There remained, he ſaid, on the 
table, eleven petitions, four of which had been preſenteil at 
the beginning of the preſent parliament; and ſorry e was, that 
they were yet to be tried: three of them had come in ſince the 
commencement of the parliament, and four of them were petitions - - 
lpeCting rights; ſome of which laſt were fixed for a late day. 
Of the ſeven petitions complaining of undue returns, it ms: 


kd >; 


5 85 PARLIAMENTARY . Connor, 


bable that che ope reſpecting Luggerſhall would go off altore. | ; 
'ther; and though. 
derſtood that the one reſpecting Sudbury would not probably oc. one o 


cupy much time. It was his intention therefore to propoſe, thi 7 
the call of the Houſe ſhould be on Wedneſday, the th ef we 
March, and that the two ballots, which are now 1 5 for Tueſ. 
day, and Thurſday next, ſhould de peftpened til the day af, 
cds call; and that the ballots for Cricklade, Poole, and Pontefract, 1h 

| ſhould be fixed for Tueſday the 12th of March, by which means Fg” 
the preſſure of the call would continue for no more than fix 


7 x He concluded with moving ſeven ſeveral Reſolutions, in 


ance as follows: 


4 


3 t it is the opinion of this Committee, that it is highly 
adviſable to adopt ſuch meaſures as may conduce to the ſpeedy 
trial of petitions reſpecting controverted elections: ſo that, a8 
far as poſſible, they may be determined upon during the pre- 
ſent ſeſſion. 1 8 . oi , e e 
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2. That this Houſe be called over on Wedneſday the 6h . 
ZZ e | i; 


3. That ſuch Members as do not then attend hall be ſent into 
the cuſtody of the Serjeant at rm. 
4. That the orders now ſtanding for balloting for Com- 

mittees to try the merits: of the petitions complaining of undue 
returns for the boroughs of Shaftſbury and Great Grimſby be: | 
_ diſcharged, and that theſe ballots be fixed for Thurſday the jth 
of March. That the orders for balloting for Committees to try 
the merits of the petitions for the boroughs of Cricklade and 
Poole be alſo diſcharged, and that theſe ballots be fixed for Tueſ- 
day the 12th of March, immediately before the ballot on the Pon- 
tefiact tition, which already ſtands fixed for that dap. 
5. That on the above 7th and 12th days of March, or on any 
other days which may be fixed upon for any of the aforeſaid bal- 
lots, and on which the Houſe ſhall proceed to appoint a Com- 
mittee, the names of the Members | It ſhall he called over, 
and a liſt of thoſe who were abſent given to Mr. Speaker, who 
ſhall report the ſame to the Houſe on their next ſitting dax. 
6. That upon the report, thoſe members who are abſent with- 
out excuſe ſhall be taken into cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, 
and ſhall not be liberated without leave of the Houle. _ „ 
7. That ſtrict proof ſhall be given of all excuſes which may 
c A Cn NS 
The EARL of W.YCOMBE thought this rather an arbitrary 
mode of proceeding ; and though never deficient in giving the 
attendance which his duty called upon him to do in that Houſe, 
he did not approve of fo {trong a mode of compulſion. , _ 
Mr. FOX differed entirely from the Noble Lord, et 
1 ; ee 7 8 
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the whole 19 8 this Fo on rl ing 
had 

by oi eo ibo Aber 

inconvenience Ari (as ON this, both with, 


ck, and the inte the private BEAT inde 1 Tp 
that in his opinion,. ch. compulſion, as. might 


buy taken place as to the time when any buſineſs w 
He truſted that the RE Fen 90g oy h his 


uro gentlemen” had. the Houſe for no leſs, than, three 
preſentatives during, 
Houſe. He did not wiſh to 69. into the ſubject of virtual e- 
preſentation ;—but what could gentlemen think of a returning 
officer dividing : a Parliament 08; 3 the Electon, and having * 
inſt three years too, which is the moſt certain balf!— It was. 
evil of the moſt alarming nature; and he hoped the b ll inten 
to be brought forward by his Honourable Friend Mr, Gremalle, 


termination upon all controverted elections, at the very 
of a Parliament: the public benefit would be immenſe; 5 


at the beginning of a Parliament, and being enſured fi Tom any 
at preſent ſubjected to. As to the petitions now before the 
he ſpeedy determination of them was Wh, of ſo urgent 
portance as of the petitions complaining of returns, 5 
25 been 


ae an equal mier e to buſineſs. As to what 


ſach caſes, he highly diſapprove of it, and it was Ef in o 
Poſition to all the o eee e of the co 
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Houſe had heard that Py. forms fed 19 elne 8 


{ſons, who had no right whatever to be there ; and. the real. re- 
Ki that time, 4 their feats in 715 , 


n the outlet of a new. Parliament, would ga to the enſuring a a des. 


Was certain gentlemen would find the ſitting on one Krane | 
after trouble, to be far leſs burdenſome than what they are 


Houſe reſpecting rights, he was anxious that they ſhauld not | 
po over to another ſeſſion; becauſe, although, in any other, vier, > 


linted of the idea of a foreign A having — 4 
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betten, The ecifions' of the Ele chen Committees were al. , 

ported, and he believed there was hardly. ever any court of jute, WW Car 
F where, among ſo many Yecided caſes, to little 3njuſtice bad been BN ©. 
3 The SPEAKER aid; chat a great variety uf evils aroſe ſtom e BY = 
| delay of deciding upon controverted electiohs, ant from the nor. Me 
'.  dttendance of members on days fixed for ballots; and he true; WW... 
| that, on the preſent occaſion, there would not be much die. the op 
| rener of opinion. To every one who felt for, the honour of the r 
| ' Hoaſs, it behoved to be a melancholy refledtion, that a retuning fn, 
| officer oy give a ſeat there for a period of three years—there to appl 
| ſurely muſt be a wiſh in every gentleman to produce an early and kind de 
| 2 al remedy. If the ballots had been made on the days fixed going t 
| for them, all the petitions would haye been diſcuſſed: the uh e! 
_ - Atifing to private parties was very great, but the interruption of WWW v pre 
; ublic buſineſs was the moſt important confideration—he be. country 
| e the want of attendance was occaſioned by the preſſure off ul, 
| the times, particularly as to thoſe members who are officers in ink it 
N te navy, army, or militia; but it became the more neceſſars WW: gener 
. | 26 ei! + Bhs tte ies of thoſe who have no excuſe. N country 
; | gorous meafures were always invidions, but, to ſuch exten af liberty 
ÞB appeared to him neceſſury, they ſhould have his ſupport in thfiM®:7:4c1161 
caſe: a: Call of the Houſe was a meaſure e adopte m we 
RF aud he thought there could hardly be a caufe for it of more im Fhoſe di. 
portance than what now occurred, He confeſſed he felt a can thought i 
fiderable degree of gratitude to the Honourable Gentleman wh, Handi 
; had moved the reſolutions, and from whom the propoſition cam vent; an 
| with peculiar propriety; and he hoped, when any alteration; vel! be 
| with reſpect to the regulation of Mr, Grenville's act, ſhould M +... 
: brought forward, that idea of the Honourable Gentle. an n to ©, 
| ſpoke laſt (Mr. Fox), as to an early determination of come the 
verted elections, would be the regulating principle of the ne ach ſine 
g meaſure. { He thought the preſent temporary expedient abi... me 
_ hately neceſſary, as the proſpect of voluntary attendance A ould be 

leſſening every day; —with reſpect to gentlemen in the muß boat to m 

army, and militia, the ſeaſon for actual fervice was approach hat this w 

and gentlemen of another profeſſion would be going to attc o be kept 

the C FTI DM 4” tay tot 

Aſter ſome converſation between the Chancellor of the Et 4 4 

chequer, the Speaker, the Maſter of the Rolls, Mr. T. Gr: 1 

ville, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Drake, the reſolutions! moved by 1:4. w. 

Grenville were all agreed to 0 creaſed pe 

The Houſe being refumed, the report was brought. up, be brou 

the four firſt reſolutions read a firſt and ſecond time, and agte lat great t 

to. On the motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he wo 

further conſideration of the report was deferred a Ker of B 


e eee 5p 


ntlemen might have an opportur | of conſidering in as to tho, 
a a mode of regulating 'the applying for, and-obtaining leave of, 
| WS :blcnce from the Houſe on aſbgning proper encuſees.. 


PTY 


© ..*;; MOTION RESPECTING BARRACKS. | 


4 N . 6 | fo ed, i, ty 
, Mr. M. A. TAYLOR ſaid, he was aware that ſcarceany. mo- 
0 tions could come from gentlemen on his fide of the Houſe to which 
. the epithets of fac tious and eee might not, and had not been 
. indiſeriminately applied he would not, however, now embark, 


aa diſcufion of this kind :—lIt would be difficult, he thought, 
es apply ſuch arguments to the preſent caſe (if epithets of that 
ac deſerved the name of arguments). In what he was now. 


going to ſay, he could not be called the advocate of France, he 
would be in truth the advocate of Engliſkhmen.— The queſtion 
ws preciſely this, whether in the very heart and body of the 
country a large ſtanding army was to be kept up, and in a way 
tally unuſual, as well as highly alarming... He would not 


. P - — — 
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think it neceſſary to 7 into any argument as to ſtanding armies 
in general: —it muſt, however, be admitted, that in no free 
country could a large ſtanding army be kept up without danger 
to liberty.—Hiſtory affords innumerable inſtances of ſtates being 
modelled by armies: in this country, the ſame army which 5 4 
Cremwell to the Protectorate, reſtored Charles the Second. 
Thoſe diſtinguiſhed characters who led the glorious Revolution, 
thought it neceſſary to eſtabliſh, by the declaration of rights, that 
bo ſtanding army ſhould be kept up without conſent of Parlia- 
ment; and, were the caſe otherwiſe, the doors of this Houſe: might. 
6 well be ſhut up: it was, however, without much difficulty, 
at they got King William III. to diſband his forces. With re- 
ard to the peace eſtabliſhment in this country, it had continued | 
arly the fame during the preſent reign; but it had increaſed. 
much fince the time of Queen Anne: it now amounted to 
8,000 men, which appeared to him much too large, and it 
Fould be ſtill much more alarming if the propoſition he was 
| 


* 
# 
, 


bout.to make ſhould not be agreed to. He had great fears too, 
at this was not all the peace eſtabliſhment which was intended 
o be kept up; for he obſerved, in a circular letter from the Se- 
etary to the officers who had been appointed to raiſe indepen- 
ent companies, that theſe officers were ordered to go on and. 
omplete their companies, although the armament ſhould not 
mceed ; which ſeemed to give much reaſon for apprehending an 
creaſed peace eſtabliſhment. Four arguments he underſlood 
b be brought forward in favour of the army. The firſt was, 
bat great truſt ought to be put in the officers. In anſwer to 
lis, he would fay, that however much he reſpected. the cha- 
Kier of Britiſh officers, my no man did it more, yet he could 
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Fes 

not help entertaining a jealouſy- that their being ſo very much | 
2 on the cron m_ render: them — og — moſt 
to it: he was himſelf conſtitutionally attached 10 the crown x; | If th 
much as any man; but as officers were not og eee on come 
he crown with reſpect to promotion, but Were liable to be dif. | effort 
miſſed from the ſervice by its bare fat, without being allowed the at 
trial by Court Martial, which right of the crown had been Mr. * 
lately exerciſed on account of bare ſpeculative opinions alone, it for hi 
Vas but a fair concluſion to draw, from the nature of man, that in tree 
that they ny probably be too much attached to the crown — fays t. 
and even, *w tever there might be in this, he would go much 6 ſepa 
further, and would fay plainly, that he would truſt no man. It « ow 
is faid; in the ſecond place, that the Mutiny Bill paſſesonly once had or 
2 year, and he was glad of it — During the continuance of war as wel 
it would ſurely be 2 from his wiſh that any alteration ſhould | high a 
be made in that act; but he hoped, on the return of peace, it to theſ 
would be accurately reviſed and amended, for it appeared to him is alleg 
to have been very haſtily and incorrectly penned ; which opinion dierso1 
Judge Blackſtone has ſtrongly expreſſed! In the third place it is | but fo! 
ſaid, that the army is only voted for a year But how do theſe | has not 
votes paſs now ? Formerly the Secretary at War, on bringing pended 
forward the vote of the army, thought it always neceſſary to increaſt 
make 2 ſpeech of ſome length, ſtating the particular grounds be glad 
which rendered the vote neceſſary; but now it generally paſſe; to keep 
altogether as a matter of courſ. „ being p 
he ſourth argument, with reſpect to the army, relates to the evinced, 
queſtion now before the Houſe. In truth, the connection be- Officers 
tween the foldier and the citizen has been the reaſon wy. ' Cipline « 
ſtanding army has been permitted to exiſt in this kingdom. Mr. army pl 
Taylor here alluded to the opinions of Mr. _ and Mr. Pul- with a. 
teney, who expreſſed, in the ſtrongeſt poſſible language, thei point of 
ideas of the danger that muſt ariſe to the conſtitution and to li. But the; 
berty, from quartering ſoldiers in barracks, and "rem? ot ones on 
leſſening their connection with the body of the people. But this caſe 
ſaid Mr. Taylor, theſe two great men might perhaps be conſ. lyſtem « 
dered to have been patriots like himſelf, and of courſe be littis eurb and 
regarded. He would beg leave, therefore, to appeal to Mr. Pet of applyi 
ham, againſt whom the ſame objection could not poſſibly lic, | of Engla 
the title of patriot is to be appropriated to thoſe alone in oppo intention 
ſition to the government of the day; and Mr. Pelham's opinion they have 
which he read to the Houſe, was not leſs deciſive on this ſubjed places ab 
Theſe were ſurely good authorities. He would mention anotbef nor mati 
opinion given by Lord Gage in 1939, which went a great def, lolliers it 
further than he meant to carry the argument. Speaking ag Chatham 
the augmentation of the troops, Land Gage ſaid, that one thin inher ba 
aved ſ 


(meaning the quartering ſoldiers in barracks, and cutting off 5 
"FS | NEE | connectiol 


% 


. ̃ 3. 1 635 
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conne&ion with the people) he confidered-as-of all-others me 


moſt fatal, and that it would give the finiſhing ſtroke to liberty. 


come te duty of the people to draw their ſwords, as the laſt - 


effort for liberty, and never to ſheath them till they had brought 
the authors and contrivers of the meaſure to condi : "; 


Mr. Taylor ſaid, he could not paſs over another writer famous: 


for his ſdund judgment, as well as for his candour and -e 
in treating of military ſubjects; he meant Judge Blackſtone, who 
ſeys that ** the ſoldiers ſhould be intermixed with the people j no 


« ſeparate camp, no barracks,” no inland fortreſſes ſhould: be al- 
« lowed.” In the argument which he was now maintaining, he 


had on his ſide the ancient and rooted prejudices of the people, 
zz well as the reaſon of the thing itſelf, and all the weight of the 


high authorities he had mentioned. What did he meet oppoſed: | 


to theſe Nothing but a ſet of new-fangled opinions Firſt, it 
is alleged that it is a great hardſhip on innkeepers to quarter fol-- 
dier on them. He beheved it might, 


has not been raiſed for many years if part of the-large-ſums en 
pended on building ba plied: towards: a reaſonable. 
increaſe of the price paid for hay „ the innkeepers would” 


be glad to have them. —2dly, Barracks are faid to be neceſſary, 


But theſe 3 however ſtrong, were neither the only 


ones on his 


Barracks are ſaid to have done no hurt hitherto; but 
they have been only erected iu ſea· ports, and he believed in ſome 
places about London and Weſtminiſter. So far indeed as his 


information went, it led him to believe, that the diſeipline of 
loliers in barracks is worſe than when out of barracks. At 
Chatham, where he occaſionally: went, he underſtood that no 
farther back than about three weeks ſince the ſoldiert there had 


cer, 


tchaved ſo riotouſly and improperly, chat the commanding o- 
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and that they thought it ſo;. | 
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them.” If be faw 


ing barracks; but, before proceeding 


induced them to think it a meaſure: either 


Mr. Taylor con- 


palitic-28 in religion, tr © by, their dee hal know 
t 


lauful principles, and for the worſt purpoſes: we are going from 


crown, 


* my 


may be anathematiſed as in the ga/l of bitterneſa, and in the boud 
of miquity.; He did not incline to enter into any argument with re- 
8 ive, of erect- 
to erect them, it was un- 


to the King's rights, in virtue of his prer 


doubtedly the duty of his Majeſty's Miniſters to have informed 
e of an to do ſo, and of the reaſons which 


It had been the uniform defire of the Right Honourable Gentle. 
man (Mr. Pitt) to lower the ſpirit of enquiry in that Houſe; al 
he thinks proper to aſk of them is, to pay for What is already 


done: but they muſt not enquire the reaſon for which it is done. 
In the preſent 8 the ground intended for the purpoſe was | 


purchaſed. and the barracks erected in ſummer, and the Right 


Hon. Gentleman endeavoured to /muggle them through the 


Houſe... {Here there was a.m of 5 1 Fe 


de of the; Houſe.] Mr. Taylor re Ir. Pit 
e to a them eaſes the Houle... Did he not , 
ſo; when he had N and ereQed barracks, an 
only came to that Houſe with a demand for defraying the ex- 
pence? What was then left for the Houſe, to . 
peared to him to be a great conſtitutional queſtion; and 


thought it hit erous, that barracks ſhould be erected en- 
dons at the — the crown. _ He ſaid that in the motion 


which he ſhould take the liberty to ſubmit to the 1 
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prudent or neceſſary. 


that t 
claſs c 
tlema 
motio 
tlemat 
muſt | 
take n 
As he 
take r 
others 
the pr, 
had al 
upon t 
as it v 
people 
Majeſt 
matter 
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truth 1 
been fe 
try. 
there 
＋ ne 
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that thi 
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zich moving, trat it is the'opinion'of this Houle that the uni- 


time to the erecting of- barracks in tlris country was founded 
vpon a juſt ſenſe” of the true principles of gut moſt excellent 
onſtitution, ani that the opinion lias been juſtified, upon high 
ſegil and political authority, “ That the ſoldier ſhould live in- 
termixed with the people, in order that they might be cbtinectei 
with them, and that no ſeparate camp, no barracks, no inhaiid 
fortreſſes, ſhould be allowed. 

The SECRETARY at WAR fad, that as to the officetsof 
the army, to whom the Honourable Gentleman bad alluded, 
and of whom he had obſerved, that they were, from their ſitua- 
tion, leſs inclined to obſerve” thoſe principles: by which the i= 


believed, that it was not in the power of any petſon to prove 
that they were leſs inclined to ſuch principles than any other 
claſs of men in this country. As to what the Honourable Gen- 
tleman had obſerved about their —_— to the crown for pre 
motion—ſo they certainly did. Why did the Honourable C 


take notice likewiſe of gentlemen of the profeſſion of the law?— 
As he did not notice any of theſe characters, he would aſk, why 

take notice in particular of the officers of the army, becaul 

others were under the fame influence from the crown ?” As to 
the prejudice and jealouſy to which the Honourable Gentleman 
had alluded, and the diſpoſition which mankind in general felt 
upon the ſubject of barracks, he believed that the meaſure; as fat 
a it went, had not created the leaſt degree of jealouſy in the 
people of this country, and as to the reaſon which actuated his 


ö matter of neceſſity. It was neceſſary that the military power of 
, this country ſhould be in readineſs to aid the civil, for it was 2 
8 truth which he lamented, that the civil power had of late oſten 
; been found inſufficient to ſupport neceſſary order in this coun- 


try, That being the caſe, the queſtion then would be, whether 
there was any more attention given to a military ſyſtem than 
was neceſſary at the preſent time, and whether they ſhoald not 
be kept in many places diſtinct from other people, upon which 
he believed there could not be much doubt at the preſent time. 
As to the general ſentiments of the public, he believed, chat ſo 
far from there being any jealouſy on account of the erection of 


Honourable Gentleman called them fortreſſes. Ie contendled, 
that they could not de juſtly fo called, for, in poit 


hould adopt the-words of Judge Blackſtone, and he concluded | 


berty of the people of this country were to be maintained, He 


teman not mention the officers of the navy alſo? for they too 
muſt look up to the crown for promotion— Why did he not © 


Majeſty's Miniſters in adopting it, he would fairly own it was a 
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theſe barracks, that they approved of them in general. The 
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rooms over Wem for the Iriereho- ſlave in — — ah 
che Houſe, that the inhabitants of ſeveral places had already now! 
__wiched for the Atm ar 1g,» ee and 


thus barracks mi ſuch military: and, be be- his M 
keyed,” that in t eee tional | 
were very likel ſatisfac tio | vho/ al 
Mr. MINCO IN wat of opinion char ahe mode adopted by | ad all 
—— per one. He obſerved: that ſome ſuch my u 
meaſure, with regar to the military in this Dumme ag able: ation 
* eee to quarter them, ahd that had iniſte 


great complaint the laſt war—ſo much ſo, heir (yt 
7 publi 2 their licences on account of. the 
under whic neo laboured in that reſpect. He hal MAW that 
other reaſons for approving of the plan in queſtion—it-was = he mea 
| _ the — — for by it their health and morality | 
were in every ſenſe better taken care of alled a 
they were billeted at inns. If there were be and 

7 at — e tn ey we bln he would refer to : ught to 
fiſter kingdom (Ireland), where moſt of the ſoldiers were in ore th 
and in- brag places where they were not in ibatracks ockets © 
ee kingdom eee eee perde se hene he only 


- Major MAITLAND ſaid, that he e patiently for fore nitituti 
time to hear the two Horicarable Gentlemen who: had defended ad no re 
the ſyſtem of barracks,” becauſe he had a curioſity to hear what o to de 
they had to ſay upon the ſubject— hat the r were tha! ment tc 
ſhould induce the Houſe to agree to that plan—upon what | e had ſpc 
ground it was 'that a plan ſo new could be ſupported; and why bijection | 
x ſhould be adopted. But after all that he had heard from the night thit 
Honodrable Secretary at War, whoſe ſituation gave him an op- : confef] 
223 of knowing much upon the ſubject, and alfo all that 

ee grave orator: who” ſpoke laſt, he was more 
at a loſs to ſorm an opinion than he was beftre he had beard int take: 
—_ He was not only to look for a cauſe for the meafure {ourable F 
ion, but alſo for the re ee ns ected wit 
o om. If the meaſure itſelf was offenſwe to thoſe who erded: wy 
—— the people of this country, the mode Y Honour 
hien that meaſure was to be carried on was not lefs-10. It t act pro 
as 4 ſyſtem which was dangerous im itſelf, ſor it compelled al Y fay any 1 
its objects to look to the K ing only, inſtead of looking; 2 e contrar 
one ſhould took that was ultimately to be ſupportad/ by the 
| by their defraying the ren great of it, wo all dhe thi 

branches of the le tors, Kin ing, Lords, and Commons; and N, and f 
which was the conſtitutional mode of conſidering! every thing d f private ir 
thy kind. How did he apply thi „ Mau ry, 


- : 4 jelly 
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Ad allowed an additiotral ſum of 
my without conſulti that Houſe. T ur 

ation he had given he 2, was irregu 
iniſters had thought it to adviſe his 


2 its function as nominal as poſſible. This ſtep was part 
that ſyſtem. Another part of the ſame ſyſtem Was that of 


alled a fort of puniſhment, and he feared theſe ſoldiers would 
be and feel in that manner. The building of the barracks. 
ught to have been ſubmitted to, and the whole plan of it laid 
ore the Houſe, becauſe as the money was to come out of the 
ockets of their conſtituents, the Me s of that Houſe were 


nititution,” a right to decide upon the ſubjeR. ' But Miniſters 


ament to 


e and obj to it; he had ſtill more 


ght think, by the two Honourable Gentlemen by argumenta 
e confeſſed he did not feel himſelf able to anfwer theſe arga- 

ente, becauſe he was at a loſs to recollect that they had made. 
le of any, none, at leaſt, that required any anſwer.—As-t6 the 
int taken notice of in the opening of this ſubject by his. Ho- 
durable Friend, that the officers of the army being mom con- 
ected with the ctown were therefore more 8 to be re- 


s Honourable: Friend; for he was fure, that if he crown-did 
ut act properly with them, there never would be any oecafion 
=: i rw} nſt-the- public principles of the army. If 


a coun thould look with Jealovſy-—iF military merit ſhould 
ally iſ rdedy and that the army ſhould feel that improb- 
— know by experience that g ment attended 
in the tion of all its promotions in th 


EFF .... . 


gho alone are —— 2 — . 


to de it. A 
heir ſyſtem to act in a manner independent of thut Houſe, and 


„ under conſideration, the building of barracks: 
his, when compared to the ſituation of other ſoldiers, might de 


he only perſons fit to j of the propriety or impropriety of 
he meaſure; and — . — the only — who had, b 0 the 


d no reſpect for the conſtitution in this reſpect; they under- 
ok to do any thing — — and afterwards came do par- 
av Fares. to pay the ee of it. Thus far 


bjection to the meaſure itſelf. t had been defended, as ſome 


nded: with reſpect to their love of liberty, he- differed from 


2 ſhould come when 
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dier merely; but united twye chatacters in one perſon, chat of 
citizen and ſöldier. But; if they were to be put into barracks, 
that would tend to take away from them the moſt valuable part 
of the character tlie part of the cititen Which was indeed the 
moſt valuable character of every Britiſi ſubject. He could not 
here ſuppreſs an obfervationi made on the character of the Eng- 
liſh ſoldiers by the r who ſaid he never cou 
make them ſoldiers, but, för all that, they were ſuch as cguld 
beat any ſoldiers in the univerſe.” This the Major fail he would 
prove them to be, anck this they would be, while they were 
citizens connected with others, and not ſeparated from them; 
[but it appeared to him that the mode adopted by government 
ws to deſtroy this union; and he could not help N 
them in ſome meaſure ſeparated : this was againſt the principles 
of the conſtitution. It was againſt the principles of the conſti- 
futon alſo that officers, againſt whom no objection could be 
made on the ſcore of military merit, ſhould be removed and dif- 
miſled from the ſervice upon points of ſpeculative opinion. He 
could not, he (aid, help lamenting that this made part of the 
ſyſtem of the "Miniſter to reduce the army to a mere machine, 
to be at the wilt and caprice of the executive power,” or rathe 
a the merey of the Miniſter ; it was a plan perfectij new, an 
ferent from every thing that had been adopted before. E 
dad heard much faid Hu reform, and very florid 'decla- 
mation by the Right 'Honourable' Gentleman (the Chancellor 
f the Exchequer) againſt reform at the preſent time, but little 
did he think that that Right Honourable Gentleman was com- 
mencing a reform, or rather an alteration in the conſtitution, 
and that too for the purpoſe of increaſing the power of the 
rown ee the" tights and privileges of the ſubjet. He 
oncluded' with giving his hearty aſſent to the motion. 
LORD BEAUC AMP obſerved, that it appeared rather ex- 
rordinary to him that the preſent ſtage ſhould de taken to 
to barracks, at à time when there wa nothing before the Hou 
to lead to that enquiry.” They had not any eſtimate upon the 
ible whereon to diſcuſs the expence of the rnatter, for tht was 
te time it was to come regularly before them. Why ſhould the 
on. Gentleman enter into the diſeuſſion of the ſubject before the 
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"= * „ _ 8 of theſe barracks—- 
by and obſerved | the the” Honourable Gentleman who 9 
r dad faid,” in order (0 give colour to his obleryation, "that 
I" building of barracks; us It as nove de carfied'on, was a 
"WM" ſtem, and tharthe'doQrine of ire nevefity in this'eountty 
new; whereas, his Lofſhip'faid;” the play of building bars 
dla 


nr .. 


changed their ſyſtem of policy, it was neceſſary that Great Bri 
| tain 


| e e againſt ſtanding armies, the 


that there; ſhould” have been a degree of jealouſy under ſack 


nat believe that | . objectibns would 
theſe barracks, In." pine rage ting we 
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e fears ago bis we doe we bel bind when the ot 

rac boilding had taken place; and it- had on pw 
ther vecaſions been 0 determined, that his Majeſty h e wle 
the unqueſtionable right of eating all theſe things upon himſel, ſtan 


and in this cafe it bad been determined by his Majeſty, that the mea 
| barracks- ſhould be ereQed; and he believed there was not an mea 
_ kiſtance. in which it had deen neceſſary to come to that Hong: very 
N ow, previous approbation. Another ory of hear! hear !] His 


raſnip then faid; that in his opinion it was! no objection in ciple 


fuch a country. as this that a thing of this fort was new ; for we 1 


there: was no country in bis opinion which could be ſtation 
in its politics A violent cry of hear] hear!} But he did ng indee 
imit,|that in, point of fact this was a deviation in policy fron brave 
ancient ſyſtem of this country:; beſides, if other  countris He b 


ould do the fame thing. He obſerved às to the ſituation 
of this country, in the time n King William, upon which ſ they 
much ſtreſs had been laid, as to the * that prince had to the © 
keep up hit kN owing to the jealouſ 4 the people of this and v 
ouſe would recolled rupt t 

ing armies were ren of all over Europe, and that King Schoo 
Villiam was a foreign prince, and therefore it was natun 


cire rcumſtances at that time. A great part of the ſame pv 


ey and jealouſ 9 in the dme of the two firſt prince NG quarte: 


ot the preſent „and yet withoue a conſiderable ſtanding 


_ army the 4 0 "this country muſt have fallen. What manne! 


was the ſituation, of this country 15 the preſent time? If ba. bat for 
Fakt were. not to be erected, what would be the ſituation ol knew o 
hr lame manufacturing towns ?—If dragoons were not colledeif © the « 

afily, did the n imagine that the miſchief that might be to the 
intended to be done b rioters. could be avoided if the militz 
were q vartered in dif t publie houſes a diſtance from e: dawn 


E. a if meaſures to enn riow were de, en eg much x 


ant og of tht, it would become too ſtrong to he preventtd 
at alle referred to the riots at Birmingham. in which a ſcene dee 
of plunder and miſhief was knoyym to have taken place,” and be and as 1 
believed that, con 94 the dliſpoſition of the people the, tis mea 
if troops of dragoons had been in barracks in the neighbourbool en be 
eee N 

I. e 5 
Wird regerd to the diſpobtion of the peopl in (general. 

nſiderable· 


Were petfeQly. ſatisfied with the plan. Beſides 92 
dhe haber of a * 1 he 


I 
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hat count 

| e on principles — 5 
—_ ih, army upon an 
been? he maintained that we. fh lic 
wr that the Britiſh army was now what, it et io had ' 
brave, loyal,, and ns to the N of 155 Pcs os 
He believed that they were 8 rc has 
been, infected with 


time of Cromwell. 


notions, a DEE, 1 
e God 5 | 
they might preſerve their artchment PI equipoiſe of 
itution of this coun 
and when we knew that f 
rupt them hen we knew a es the ** 
Schools had been made uſe of for, that kat ak 
knew that Mr. Paine's 
funny ty * Ged, 

ew, t 1 were not ere 2 
quartered in the very loweſt, and the moſt tn infamous N Kd ve | 
here their principles whey bo 0 
Dee ſhoul es 

t ſome meaſure 
| knew of none better than the * as bs Sar for the For Jad 
of the evils, as to prevent a diſpoſition of mutiny. With reſpect 
to the obſervation, chat ſoldiers were certainly 
throne, he ſhould not fay 


by ory forbid. they 


oldiers. were but men; 
n taken to cor- 
ation of 3 25 | 


ſo induſtriouſſy 


y of. No! Nol]—w 
foldiers would be 


EEE Fe 


he obſervations 


a word. And as to 
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of che ce; or phi of the xt. 'of ehe blyritks in getan 
has 28 yet beem laid before rhe klouſe. Mr. Courtenay fad ta 
this Teemed to him to be an Iriſu mode of arguing/forfit'went t 
eMail it as M principle, that we were to Have'the Vafracks firf, 
and Then to habe the eſtimate of the enpence and 125 Hof the ex. 
Ent of them This was certainly a new mode of allowing the 
Hduſe of Commons to judge of the propriety of ide Westen d 
Government! The next point that came from the Noble Lord 
was, chat rn in this "country were not to be ſtationaty, in 
ich be hat ide honour to concor with his Lotdſhip; for he 
found that politics were not to be ſtationaty witk men, nor were 
men to he ſtationary in politics. At moſt,” the only 3 
which they were fo was, that they fat with him and his Honour 
able Friends off that (ide of the Houſe; * this' however was ex 
cuſadle,: for che other ſide as Ce Ge too much erowted. 
*Y With regard to the eſe barracks, as the noble 
I. ord bad not, nor had the nene "Gentleman given a fatiſ 
factory reaſon for their being erected, he was conſtraint to ſeek 
it from another quarter, and it had occurred to Hint that theſe 
buildings were to bt * as a' fort of à military nunnery to 
preſervè the chaſtity of our foldiers, and that it Was thought that 
1001 ought to be ſtron gly locked up. and that 1 were only to 
through Kates, and iron bars. — Here" being ſome murmun, 
Mr. Courtenay obferved there was no indelicacy'! in his inten- 
tion,” for he had taken the thought of a very celebrated and chaſt 
Enplith' Poet, John Dryden, into whoſe works he had lately 
Tooked,” and where he found a Rr en the an, 


* 
— 


tages of theſe barracks to the fol 
73 o 100 T3 74 $$ 7 '* ' 
Ky; For it is of a nature Ja ſubtle,” £2 311, DIS ec 42565 5 
e e wnleſs eſs you. will lute it with care, ene 
_ De odour will fly through the battle, . _ tf. $0117 
And the ſpirit impregnate the 4. n i ; [4 


He was «of that opinion; and Mr. Courtenay 6, he Gould ein 
that the Noble Lord was in ſuch à fituation 1256 propoſe ſome- 
thing that would preſerve our ſoldiers in the barracks from odr 
ruption. The Noble Lord, however; had rarniſtted the charac 
ter of the army, — duppoſing that 2 ſoldier ufd be vorruptel 
by the princi — he had had alluded. Mr. 'Couftenty 
Bid; that in gon a flur was throw #port dle chunt 
of the Britifſi dier. it had been Z obſerved, that 
che French principles would ——— —— my, if leſt e 
— — quartets, — therefore hey bat ha 7 me * 

the reafoning ran thus —1 hat they r cbrrupted the 
citizens, 1 therefore it betime Heceſſi 2 eure of the 
ro Mr. — , bobsuſe he 


conceived 


Feu at, 59%. 4 FOUNRUNA L747 * 
conceived-it to be that of introducing an (infidions- aftifreiatidif 
intion between a citizen and a ſoldier, in: this country a tung 
at all events to be avoided, t was on the —— che 
As to what had been ſaid on batracks, and the propriety ot 
erefting, and that the ſoldiers would not murmur at it, ar ſuch 
obſervations; he knev / the nature of barracks a groat deal tou well 
to aſſent to ſuch dodtrine ; he knew that ſoldiem regarded the div - 
ing in barracks as a thing to be avoided, if poſſible theyknew: 
well enough the hardſhips they endured nights and mornings, and 
they all regarded it as an invidious 5 — in barracks, 
when they compared their ſituation with that of thioſe ha w, 
out of barracks ; and he knew too that a Britiſh ſoldien did not 
like that a diſtinction ſhowld be made between him and his brother 
ſoldier ; this, Mr. Courtenay ſaid, he found would create ani- 
molity between the ſoldiers, for; it was the nature of mankind to 
hate thoſe who were in a better ſituation than themſelves, when 
they were ſure there was no reaſon to regard them as inferior 36 


o 


the objects of favour. uin a n 


The noble Lord -objeRed- to an authority quoted by bis Ho- 


0 nourable Friend, becauſe little reliance could be pladed on its 
5 Mr. Courtenay ſaid he ſhould quote another authority, to which 
„be believed, would be no odjection; it was the diſtin- 
1 guiſned Author of the Spirit of Laws, Monteſquieu- That 
eat author ſaid, That fo jealous are the of England 
5 of ſtanding armies, that they are only voted from year to year: 
„ut they never ſuffen men to lay in barracks, becauſe that would 
\ be making a diſtinction between citizens and ſaldiers, by ſeparat / 


ing ſoldiers from the maſs of the people, and accuſtomi 
8 to . as a diſtinct b eee wou 
thereby be the more readi —_ to ac agninſt the people. 
L a it ſeemed were democratical, and 
therefore a different ſyſtem was to be adopted with beſpect to our 
ſoldiers. . What was to be underſtood by this? Was it that the 
amy of England was to ſupport deſpotiſm; and that for that 
purpoſe barracks were to be erected all over the kingdom. 
Here he obſerved, that if ſome mode had been adopted at the be- 
— the ſeſſion to prevent diſſenſions among ſome of 
themſelves in Parliament, it would not have been inprop rr. 
He chen enhmerated the effects of barracks both as to their 
internal management and the eſſect they might produce in the 
<ountry,; and the manner in which they might perhaps be em- 
ployed; firſt to overawe. the people, and aſterwards finally to de- 
ſtroy their freedom . He inſtancod a circumſtance in the oourſe 
af the American war, in which a few men in barracks had re- 
'ulled General Waſhington and a large army, by way of 2 | 


* IT * 
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the force of an army in barracks, and fic that @ harrack might 
be called a fortification. © + 9 3 lag 

As to their having acted apo che Genn of barracks in in 
land, he did tit thi bop — it ſhould: be adopted in 
chere was a difference between this country and 
Iteland which mays him of the opinion given by the late 
Mr. Le ; a celebrated lawyer, wWho had ſaid, that » 

Irelarid was in a ſtate of actual ſlavery, there was nothing re. 

to be done but to ſubdue the ſpirit of the inhabitants; 
to make the hole m of ſecure deſpotiſm; and he knew of 
nothing that would this, but Wanne d 
over the k 

e notioe-of dhe idbes hah ad been: expreſſed 
by many perſons in the country for | batracks. for ſoldiers. No 
doubt there were. Publicans, the burden. that would be 
taken off; and the worthy Gentlemen of the different Aſſocia 
tions—men who had no principle of . morality or virtue in gene- 
ral, and who cared for nothing, eo hes any chingen.view; but 
their own intereſt, 

The nent point was the obſervation with reſpect to the x 
vancement of law yets, and the power of the crown to provide 
for them, 9 r 
_ I was 2 by the crown, and no juſtly, that 

r's conſcience wis more tender CG other, 

| whenever he abandoned the principles — juſ- 

— be was to be rewarded the more for it, in proportion 2 
the people might deſpiſe him for his profeſſional re- 
| — — if he ſhould appear of his reputation 
as a 9 man, deſpiſe the moſt obvious principles of 
uſtice—forſake all pretenſion to honour or to honeſty 

_—_ is name to the moſt contemptible trick, then be 
'was entitled to be placed at the head of his pro In ſhort 
a lawyer had a fort of Talicocian conſcience, which was well 
underſtood by the court and treated * he meant in 
the inſtance of Judge Je in the reign of, Charles II. and 
_ Juſtice Scrogys, but forbid ho ſhould allude to the pr 

t time. | 
Upon the article of augmentation: in the army, under th 
head of Staff Officers, great as that was, he believed the count! 
would regret that there was not one more added bs pr er 
in that honourable ſtation, a more gallant, able eſteemed, ad 
diſtinguiſhed officer he believed there was not in the bm 
[This alluded, we believe, to Sir Cbarles Grey.] - 

:Lond MULGRAVE paid the higheſt compliments to the 
charaſter:of the Britifh foldices, and expreſſed his. aſtoniſhuwe 
ence have been thought they would canker a 
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vndemgden an 9 


on 4 b 7 
— — e eee this. country; 
was cal for che well- hein; ce fat 
Lordſhip —4 notice < _—_ 


u Polteney and Mr. Pelbom, by the Honourable Gentle 
f 4 who 2 dis fubjet before the, Hofe. and 
that late. pe, — | be placed on 
l . 
« _ qpite ab _— 3 | 
WS nem fre i he ont op 


tion of affairs and upon their —— cus ae th 
that, from his dyn experiance, he 
never knew. of any one evil 5 * 
Major MAITIL AND net and 6 15 be dd up 
ſay, that being ſtationed in wely 3. 
in a military ſenſe;! bat that ſoldiers would a 
upon compariſon with the ſituvation of other | 
claimed alſo all * = — 0 Flac 
on 257 107 hen he ſaid 
RDO N ſaad, chat —— 8 
_ ym 3 ſutnmer in the part. bf , bs Fol Ke gh 


ber 
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re- 

jon Wb: refded. In corporate towns, hene there. was 3 ple La 
ent police; meant ut ifurrection might pe prayen 
de civil Power, but in 0 gf 9 ren 

0 2 2 od ſtrates heir is to 
ot ultary was often neceſſ mag! * 

end bor troops fill the- lat. eaſing * pepple. on 


whom they were o he them. 2 burger em; 


chief was ſometimes do That might Þave prever 
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made; It aroſe out of the conduct of Miniſters; and to that 
conduct, not to — or wats 10 be 1 e 
x high an Opinio of the integrity, the honour, and principles 
the — Britiſh army as the Right Kang 
nl; but he would Hot pay them a compliment at the expence af 
the Conſtitution. He would not'facrifice to them that jealouſyt ! 
which it was'the duty of the Houſe of Commons to entertain of 1. 
every ſet of ment ſo immediately oonnected with the Crown; E 
To the Crown they muſt look for promotion, by the Crown 
they might be diſmiſſed from their profeſſion without any cauſe 
aligned, and to the Crown they muſt be attached in different 
— from men on whom ſimilar” motives did not operate. 
This attachment aroſe from the ſituation in which they were 
placed, it apphed to them collectively as a body, and was no diſ- 
pꝛragement whatever to any of them 2 individuals. To the 
Crown it was faid Lawyers muſt look for promotion; the Crown 
could give and take away ilk gowns, but the Crown cauld nei- 
ther give nor take/away the fait emoluments of aman's abilities in 
his profeſſion. The i JR bring but few, if any 
clients, and as fe would the loſs of it take the Barriſter of 
reputation.* The Honourable General had ſaid that he had 
ſerved nine eampaigns abroad, and what the. Hanourable Gene- 
—— with honout to himſelf and advantage to 

5 country 
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cule he happened to differ in political opinion from his Miniſ- 
ters, were ſuch a difference ever to take place ? If he chbuld not 
lay ſo, then it was clear that they were held at the re of 
Ae allen} e eee 
al military cers, ti were nt Y | 1 c the 
Ebvuff ug — Ae Houſe of Commons, as it were, in 
led, in a greater or leſs degree, all pertons whatever: 
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nt be deprived not bhly of their mu and their hopes, but roy. 
eee with which they had originally purehaſed they 
bemnhiſſtons. While Miniſters and; heir friends were praifing the 
Conſtitution; and deprecatirig jnnovation;: they themſelves were 
i ſyſtem fur che diſpoſition, f a, Nanding! army 
 whichhad been always held incompatible with, the ſafety. of pub- 
lid liberty. — Was the time and the occaſion 

| tobe ever-arconcluſive! Arzuchent ſor all that! refuſed todo; 10 
for all that did i Men to repair aſiy breach that time had made 
in the fahrie, het 10 reform an exiſt ahuſd in the practice of 
the Conſtuutiem was pre & their afſwer. was, (% What, will 
your tmeddie/with the Conſtitution at duch a ſeaſon as this}, wii 
the. whole: — the i» fake of a part, that way ſafely 

wait fora remedy tillia mont corrvemient opportunity W hat 
thby themſelves propoſed: nat ræſormo hut invovatibn, the anſwer 
was the ſame. Con ſider the ocaſion, will you oppoſe a mea. 
ſure Which the time loud calls tor f: I bets: was not now, it 
was (aid; the ſanid reaſon: for being afinid ol a angling army 1 
when William III. a foreigner, wis an the — abſurd 
argument in hisopinion . but admiteing it 10 have any weight 
were! we to give vp the principles of out eonſtitution, and 2; moſ 
leating one was tfle jealouſy of &. ſtandintz army, hecauſe the 
native? On His Majeſty's acceſſion; it had indeed 
— that, the Gonſtita ton t leaſt / in practice, un 
very different from what iti had formetly been, a doc- 


—ů rey he. could never fee: any renſon, aud, which be I vat it 
hoped never ta hear vive. Was there bot u muth-reaſon to enough 
he afraid Tech e mi in 1 %% Wes were more cauſe for my, 
jealobly of a army, when we weke;nenaced fron N "ith to 
 abrodd; and dreaded: the. invaion of -;Pretetyler to. the throne! i gument 
Vet ad that period Mr. P and Mr. Pelham oppoſed etect· WW ay t 
Ingibamacks, and they ſaid w. Ii for ti mixing 6f the ſollien our anc 
'wiciahs peopla bp which they:imbibod-the (as Frinciplt, e an 
the ſamo ſentiments, was the: beſt; ſecutity of the -Conſiitution el 
again. abe danger of a ſtanding. army. ut it was: ſaid the fal. . Uictin 
chers cauld not mix with the better: forts of pchple 10 learn iber Y, an 
2 rr woul 
my theit-apinions of the Conſtitution with tea in the fame. nk WW Conllity 
of fociety.from which: they had bern originaliytaken,. Bur for- ens 
pdt) zhat there were. a y foren in this; argument, would; on- deus 0 
| — thee: acecls — ng back 
non ad better mms u wat entirely nem Matever 
_ militaoy; was n — — Th ng Ger 
Conſtitution ack — exerciſe n by n 
Foo ger tra gmt ary Sm and the ver) . 

preambis bo the annual Mutiny Sill, whlob ſuave people pn e 
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the King had no 
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mes; more to be relied upoti than the man who ha 
Tens. 1 im ſetting the N at "the revolutiod, 
| ntly ttathed to it from opiniort, om Honou, 
bony ek affection; were th: fitter to be truſtöd that ſome if 
the noble Lord's ancęſtös, made part of the diminiſtratich 
at the period allutled"t6 ; Hr he in his new real to ſuppoi 
them, diſcovered Mat” the ' matiner in Which they came inth 
er was better, of their reſpect Peer for the ofinioH? of the Houſe d 
m gener; Je could diſcover no ground for his Lord. 
ſhip's giving to the breſent Miniſters 2 Wee degree of on. 
dener, urlleſs, haps, chat hope was 2 ſtrotiger principle thm 


> anöde. While wwe profeſſed to aqhere to the Conftitdtion;t 1 2 
| mitted to us by 9 8 5 — we ought {6 to adhere : th the . rh 
mn rim on which they exertiſed it; one of which was, nieverh: Ye 
attow'the' army to become a Gttinck ſet of men from the maß of OF | 
the people, by being fepatated" from the people in barracks 38 c 
Next came the argument, that the meaſures of Mitiſters - Th, 
not 0 be queſtioned, ' becauſe we are at War. A. Pultef Ar 
had never eonfidered as bis political model, W T's 
dne un the preſent” oecafion what Mr. Pulte ney did Vh Be 5 
 efaration'of War by Bpain n—pgiven his to gover 9 755 e 
md meaftires neceſſary for carrying on Wer, Per e 12 
lieney, when he tade that declaration; tie himſelf up fon e 
rg into the particular acts of Miniſters; So fit from it, er 
rin ems We would take the trouble of looking inte the jour 3 
tas, would fee that'th®'op —— of 'that''time, with more — ea 
duftry und much möré ſucces” than the prefen t oppofition, hi had be 
brug forward motions of cenſure © eng bier and Gt 1 
duſe on mem. They" fad the and hid friend | act 
now, We il rt the n paint The foren the pe. 
nr but we will not ſuppot him gurt Great fin, King a 
'Fhis erecting of barracks was not a baftrs of wat, hut 2 m 1 
ſure of peate, for it was undertaken he 55e Miniſters we 5 
mak of war, aud ir affected this country and no other. e 
we whol&'of their condi Ky doh Jeaft'as 1 2 
ſuſpe& mem of improper” 4 Met 995 ade 
Seneril Had mentioned for ff in , m&'thoſe" oy 7 
with him. In one point he differed ie ee aul dee 
who made the motion. When the money 1285 ere e 
theſe barracks came to be boon: he fo poor Fee e! 
be ſhould be told that t ere was N pe 
n on go me wh lg wm 
their propert 1 r "I Getter 
Thie was 2 diffict es eb race of Min, in Lott 
curringy expente: wit out” the ment, rene teadin 
we Dor Mott te vegracions i Tie? tpi iſ 
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prefer doing that to betrayi 
2 9 for-the Commons, if any for the 
00 "reſtneel; def we take care that the e ed is 


their ancient maxims, or, if they choſe to call them fo, their 


wete conſulted. He withed nat to revive the ſubjecis which the 
Houſe had already debated, but ſurely, if the whole country hal 
been alarmed on points ſtill diſputable, it vas not being tod deli- 


eb they could perſuade themſelves that a ſeditious pamphlet 
_ with every poſſible danger, but a ſtanding army 
f 


nr jou of a ſtanding army; he knew not whether the 
theirs; / but if they | had, it was the duty of 
— to endeavour to Wale it; 3 _ he r 
yote for the motion. 


* 


tion called for: 2 little would he diſcus the 
n. that ought to be entertained of a arm 
dn other undefined phraſes/ calculated to agit 0 
„ — — wo 
cite Clamour. wou 
now, if any men or ſet of nien choſe to have recou 
the people were too lo yally and -too | atachech to the 
King and the Conſtitutibn, to be moved by ſuch artifiess. If by 
a ſtanding army was meant, an army . without the au- 
thority or conſent of Parliament, that inde 
ect of jealouſy; but if by it was meant an army eee 
year to year A nv te and paid by Parliament according to 
pnftice oft of Lonſtitution, it was no object of rational 1 65 
Much of the clamour excited againſt the ſtanding army io x 
had been raiſed Free dee e not merely to es 
de hands of py rr wr dut by reuioving the army to 
in the Pretender, amd e very Tab whoſe powe 
and. 2 they affeRed to maguify. The uſe chen ade ot 
warns Jo. 8 The. Right 122 
bentleman du rang by the of arracks with a {uppoſed;fyt- 
tem.of * Nouſe pf Com andex: 
—__ the preragati par e Right 
On. 


the Cofino 1 If hey 
12 not in form but In ſubſtance, and that ſac innovations on | 


ancient prejudices, were not attempted until their repreſentatives = 


ate to feel alarm on ſuch a meafure as that now in — = 


harmleſs. He How not whether the Houſe had its 


ha it; for | 


would be an ob- 
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80 PARLIAMENTARY. Conner, 
Hon: Gentleman, or any- man, to produen an inſtance: 
the functions of Parliament had heen-invaded; er here Ae 
eee extended beyond 1tsknown "eg 
0 the private ſoldiers, now brought imo 
—— ted laſt year, and the objeRtion no m 
it not mentioned at all. ur only faintly hinted at. IE un fag 


uin invnſion of the fonctions of Parliament, wh were thoſe der th 
thought themſelves the onl — — — — 
giving the 5 — that money, way the pe 


filent? But ly ww 
what they: were before entitled to by the votes of Parly MiWinbibe 
ment, and. what the King had therefore: a 'right'to- give mem te Co 
It had nn yr — eee warrant, . 


eee, eder! 
= who had gone before him in attempt 
a Noble Lord near him (Mal "ents « 

9 — e be ee Tu ini 


— were ſuch as made it neceſſary ui arch) 
. — the troops in 3 greater extent ibu lniſte 

s been adopted as * 
3 A er entirely new, he ech ex 


ear of innovation ſrom do gency 
r far the ſafety of mam nee 
pants ob tha oοtry. 7 — fem, ght te 
ion. — rw ns > rf ys 
thas im all places where were in general ſtationary, bar 
racks had been long ſince e Let them loak at London ani 
Waeſtminiſter, let — laok all the chaſt, at Chathan N onplete 
at Fortſmouth, at Dover, at Plyma „ Ge. Ar. and in Sc not n 
land;riat. 'Edinburgh, at Stirling, at Pont William, at Ton Hon 
er places the. troops were lodged in þaracts ome to | 
had hitherto been either felt pr apprehend:d l — 
77005. whos of the country, coupled with Eee rays {y 
Dre | PL 
of the kingdom.” A hint had appeared in. dome of dhe buld ha 
| g towns, which made it neceſfanyahat-tzaops ould" 2nght | 
kept ucar them. Theſe were the Places' abe it, „i 
raus to have the foldiers diſtributed. among the. i 
Tan ey r a wade 
> hy 


re, 215 %%. JOURNAL! 7 9 
tend immediate reſiſtance to their nefarions defignis. © The mode 
of debauching them was not by propagating opinions, or by the 
ndinary ſeduction of communication, but by direct bribery, of 
which there were proofs and recorded convictions in ourts of 
jullce. the Right Honourable Gentleman ſaid, that by ſe- 
ing the ſoldiers from the people they would learn to conſi - 
&r tkemſelves as à diſtinct claſs of men, and be deprived of tho 
means of — the ſentiments and opinions of the maſs'of 
the people. If the queſtion were, whether or not they ſhould 
imbibe the ſentiments. of loyalty, of affection, and reverence for 
the Conſtitution entertained by the maſs of the people, he ſhould: 
regret any ſeparation that deprived them of the opportunity; for 
ee no army but an army animated with ſuch ſentinients 
In common with the people. But if, on tlie contrary, attempts 
were making to win them over to the ſentiments of a deſperate: 
action, leagued with a foreign power, then he would atk if Mi- 
ten had not done their duty in endeavouring to fruſtrate ſuch 
mempts. To barracks they would carry with them the ſenti- 
nts of Engliſhmen ; they would there be acceſſible to the 
pinions of the maſs of the people; but not to the emiſſaries of 
anarchy and miſchief. He admitted that expences incurred by 
Miniſters, without à vote of Parliament, was 'a fit ſubject of 
aluly,” But there were occaſions which* juſtified incurring ' 
uch expences, and the Houſe was to judge of the fitni 
urgency of the occafion. - Would they ſay, that after the eircum- 
ances he had mentioned were known to Miniſters,” that they 
ght to have waited for the meeting of Parliament? If the 
bought that the meaſure ought now to be — 
link that it was fit to be adopted when Miniſters adopted it, and 
e glad to hear that hat they judged to be neceſſary was nearly 
ompleted. The form of the Honourable Gentleman's motion 
id not mueh bind him to anſwer it. When he gave notice of it, 
e Honourable Gentleman had aſked when the expences would 
ome to be voted, and he had replied, as had been ſince ſaid, with 
ater—in the eſtimates of the army extraordinaries. He was 
rays forry when it was believed that he had given occaſion for 
e !mputation of hauteur ; he knew not what other anſwer he 
ould have made; and if the objection was to his manner, he 
lought it would equally apply to that of the Honourable Gen- 
man. Ie did expect that the mation Would have called up- 
"him fot a particular deſeuce of his conduct: but as it went 
ay to compliment our anceſtors ſor what it evidently appeared, 
the erection of barracks in ſo many places, they had not done, 
© thought the Houſe would be much better employed on the 
ider of the Day, the Committee on the Mutiny Bill, which: 
e (hould take the liberty Ng. 
( ES: L . ph Mr. 
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cl the people was loyal, and reverenced the Conſtitwtion, and tl 
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a great meaſure defeated; for he eant that the Oy mad 


T : PARLIAMENTARY | "00 
l Mr. M. A. TAYLOR ſad, he had heard no anſwer to th 


ts of the Gentlemen who i Lc | 
yer's objections to the 


ur — 
. maſs 


tion mop —— — e reh of the Ex- . 
chequer that -proafs of attempts to ſoldiers M. 
| were recorded in a court of jibe; The fingle circumſtance a. he h. 
luded to occurred in Edinburgh, where the troops were in bar ſubjec 
racks, ſo that the fact went directly againſt the ent. This then 
alone would induce him to aK en ks, even {vera 
it he were not to oppoſe it on the general res Bug for _ polipe 
was more certain than that the emiſſaties of faction, if any lice, - 
ſuch there were, would act with more effect on the troops ſhut proper 
up in barracks than diſperſed in quartets. No man better knew Wi don, 
the value of popular words to excite public clamour than the portan 
Ri Honourable Gemleman, yet from thoſe whom he charge! WW cal 
with uſing the words ſtandin ing army for this this pegs he would ditous 
bare er the late 12 Ended wi he underſtood to boy ; 
a ſtandi 

TANG LOR of the FxcHtaU ER explained, am 

eroded na cited the fact of an attempt to bribe the ſoldien, WW bring 
26 a proof that they were more expoſed to ſach temptations in du 0 
: rte but to proye the pron eng cireumſtances on which he ben br 
the erection of new ld 
The queftion was put on the motion for Ee Seth the Order therefor 

the Day, and carried without a diviſion, n o 

The Order of 'the Day was read, and hs. oh in » Con 8 
i mee went through the Morag: on | — - 
AMourny e Y . 
cd, I 3 51 ü 1 26. 8 
he 
| e wa thi fine provifion for the wives and WM 

dren of perſons 25, Mm the militia as ſubſtitutes, as is allowed to 
to. the families of thoſe br ſerve. in the fave in conſequtnc Mr. 
& their org by yoke was reada third time. ke him | 
Mr. SECKETARY” 1 80 As obſerved that ſome gent his inten 
men were of hpinion, that the bit, as it then ſtood, won conſidera 
Hive operation only, Io that no other ſubſtitutes could de tie bon 
Nye any adyanta ſr r an thoſe who.ſhopld enter the mig Ae þ 
BE Bit ſhould: have. paſſed into a law If bach were to bt durable 
really its effects, the vobje& which he had im view would be i Table 


Fo 15 1 YE: oe. Ay 1 


4. ul ie the Ellie of ſubſtitutes thou Extend t to all thols 
4 * en the ig ſince th kene 755 embodied in 
cmſequence of his Maj % late to remove all 
doubt, therefore, and und ef; ally to E Na which he 
med, he had prepgjed a clauſe for giyi 
tive, 2 yall ol (uy af Weapon 15 __ that t. the 
Houſe wou N eave wy ing it up. Leave was accor 

given, and t ped of, f the clauſe, ondere 
2 it ſhould be ous: to o che de 15 

Mr. SHERIDAN reminded the Bou 1 3 time 
he had given notice of his intention to make a motion on 3p 
ſubje& o of the ſedition or ſeditious practices aid to have 5 
then exiſting, in this country. Since that time, he obſery 
ſereral circumſtances had occurred, which had induced him 
poſtpone his mation from day to day. Since the date of (7.46 of 
tice, war had actually broke out, and it did not appear to hi 
proper to interrupt the important debates upon that grex by 
tion, by the introduction of an * of comparatiy * 
potauce. But this had not his only motive 
ſeveral proſecutions had been commenced on account of 4 
ditious practices, to which his motion was to refer; and he 
been 70 opinion chat pending theſe 1 be ought not te 
bring forward any propoſition on the ſubject. At prelent, thef 
cules of delay either no longer exiſted, de were on the Ta 
ting removed; the Houſe had. definitively decided von, 
0 5 of war; and as. to the proſecutions, many of 
been brought to a concluſion, and the rem * be Ses 
would be diſpoſed of in the courſe of the preſent . 
therefore thought that he might now without further delay 4 
the "7 on which he meant to make Nen motion : he 2 
therefore, that he would make it on M onday 270 r 
leave beforehand to requeſt that Gentleme! N 0 2 
pred to diſeuſs with temper the queſtion, wk * yo. 
poſe; and he was confident that if they 4 dif lo 
temper on the occaſion as he ſbould, there could be 1 
but they would agree with him in the — Gogs which he 
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0 them on that | 
Mr. r e 2 | 
he himſelf had fix ed up ne: 


bis intention 900 1 
enſderation | 
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the ho k move Ol 124 
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would draw from the facts and arguinerits w 


con 


* » % No 
4 1. " 4 : 
1 . 
” 4 
Nh lth 5 
* . 5% 2 7 * 
P3 is: IF 8.0 


4. 
i Þ 
- B 
1 
* 
'* 
| | 
N : 
1 
4 ; : 
j 
1 
z% 
I 1 
L 
88 
4 1 
a 1 6 
$1 
\ 
3 
| 
£ 7 
7 1 
: 
£ — 
: * 
=. 


- = —— | _ 
. Er = . 
2 * pe j — . * 
— 3 
* * ＋ * 
e 7 — — nh 


. 


men to make, previous £2 
vert. He begged at the 


PARLIAMENTARY, 12 
and that any other day would equally ſerve his (Mir, Sheridan'y 


purpo poke "SHERIDAN plied, that he underſtood the Ri ght Ho- 
nourable Gentleman ha fired on Friday next for 2 
55 the reſolutions reſpecting the Eaſt India C Company; whe this 
t was which had made hin (Mr, S.) make choice of Monday, 
Towever, as Wm other day would anſwer his purpoſe juſt à 
well, he was willing to ro the Right Honourable Gentleman 


3 of that day, and he imfelf would: take the day M 
his f 
Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS adinitted that his original pany 
intention was to report the reſolutions on Friday; but that he feren 
had afterwards changed his mind, and fixed upon Monday, ſot mitte 
the purpoſe of allowing gemtlemen more time for conſidering ply u 
them, before they were called upon to confirm them. How: upon 
ever, as a day was no great object to him on the occaſion, he the | 
would leave Monday to the Honourable Gentleman, and * affair 
up the report of the reſolutions on Tueſday, relati 
In this Mr. Sheridan acquieſced. the ſt 
The Hauſe reſumed the conſideration of the r of the fe · ſurphh 
lutions propoſed * . 8 for calling over be I! 
fir on the 6th af March, and tak * cuſtody ſuch mem- years, 
rs as. ſhould not be preſent at the Ballots on the th and 12th ncarl) 

f the ſame month, or as ſhould not clas, ſtate ſufficient 
As . their abſence. Rever 
 GRENVILLE obſerved, that A Rig t Honourabl — 
alen (Mr, Pitt) had expreſſed a wiſh, at the reſolu⸗ — 

tion reſpectin the taking members into cuſtody might be ſo al- 

, as to allow members to ſtate before he call the cauſe 

which would pug. it out of their power to attend the call: his 5 

harg 


42 75 ip forming this wiſh was, that Gentlemen who had ſu 
ichſes to make, as s ho. ouſe would probably al ſufficient, — 
e . e put to the great inconvenience af coming up ta — 
e public 1 1 in bundle 7 might be engaged — 

* 1 or expoſed to the being taken into cul: 
Vs la Sem, 2 R 2 zould have been heard 
Ir, Greny te eie Þ- 4 yery read y. to gratify the wiſh of thg 
ght Hout e 8 on — is head ; is only ale! | 
the. xe! Intion as , anſwer e propoled 
b Wor th. 5 10 makerexcyles previous to the call 
* ſome Aer 


excuſes *. 99585 Sri d 5 | 
ee n 1 


1 e ith hn den on th jt e 1th of ne 
„ 

Ho. be amendment was agreed to, and the reſolution thus 
pon amended, together with the other — ODT = 2 
this and the 3 was confirmed by the Houſe, ; 
ay, InDia BuDcer. | 
1 The Houſe having reſolyed itſelf into a committee, Mr. Ho- 
man WAY bart in the chair, 


Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS roſe to lay 123 the Houſe 
his ſtatement of the finances and trade of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany. He faid that the ſtatement he ſhould now offer was dif- 
ferent from that of any of the former fix years which he had ſub- 
mitted to the Houſe, Thoſe of former years had been made ſfum- 
ply with a view to ſhew the balance of the Company's finances 
upon a compariſon of revenues and but the account of 
the preſent year was more extenſive. He ſhonld combine the 
fairs of the Company both at home Lox abroad, exhibit their 
relative effects, and ſtrike a general balance from the whole of 
the ſtatement, in order to ſhew in the moſt diſtinct manner the 

ſurplus ariſing from both the trade and the revenues of India. 


e re- 
the The following is the amount of the revenues given for threa 
dem years, Viz. 1787-8 to 1789-90, and likewiſe of the "ITY 


nearly as they can be 


Revenues of 55 upon an x average amounted o $4 
Madras 
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6,897,730 
Gags of Be A let 7 7965 
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883.715 


years a large e ture happened in making preparations for 

war, Tiga of heron he ae, ſurrendered 
Rep edn the war, is 400,000]. - which is not 
included in above average; but a committee of the court of 
director have. made an eſtimate of the future revenues and: ex- 
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pie 0 eſtimate he fag he ould d FE al ub. e 
becauſe che affaits' atid accounts of the Company were il 
2 more regular and accurate ſtate, than they 
had been: heretofore.” | He was aware that eſtimates from the 
Company were in general in no very high repute in the Houſe | 
of Commons, becauſe it Was very well known that they were 
often drawn up with a view to anſwer ſome particular purpoſe, | 
It fo happened however that eyery argument, founded upon the 
knowledge of that practice, would make ſtrongly in favour of 
Res —j then before the Committee; for as they had been 
the Court of Directors for the purpoſe of ſerving x; 

bafis baſis of the agreement which was to take place between, the 
Company and 15 public, and to point out what degree of par- 
ticipation the latter might expect from the former, it was to be 
prefumed that in ſtating the amount of the Indian revenue, the 
Court of Directors had rather kept within than gone beyond the 
mark; and conſequently that what they admitted to be the 
with ſerplus of revenue, might be conſidered as lower 
than the reality. For he begged it might be underſtood, that 
defore the eſtimates were drawn up, he Bees were fully ap- 
priſed, that the public expected a ſhare of the ſurplus propor- 
tioned to its amount; he himſelf, inſtead of making any ſecret of 
the matter; had told them as much in very plain terme. 
Hence, he inferred that in this inſtance, and in this 51 | 
view, the - eſtimates” might be fairly taken as not intentionally 
made tao favourable or flattering ; and that however the nation 
might think a greater ſufplus woũld ariſe, it need not be under 
any apprehenſion of ſeeing it ſmaller than it was ſtated by the 
Company: Not wiſhing to be governed ſolely by the eſtimates of 
the Court of DireQtors, he himself formed one from ſuch mar 
terials as His ſituation in office had furniſhed him goal and he 
thought himſelf well warranted in eſtimatin On. 1 — 
8 higher than it Yad been ſtated by 1 Pirec: 
: ſrom all this he thought he mig dae 1 

de Company* s affairs had not Xs pled þ by the Corr 


were ſuch as they were prese in hw ol im atcs 5 N | 
and he was fully convinced that they more 
perouis, the nation would have cake 1038 Wer nth A 5 


* * 


of Di 


avantage, Which it might fairly expect td deriye from. the re- 
muy the Company's ons in India... It. appearec 
from the eſtimates preſented by the Court of Directom, that the: 
eit ſurplus which they allowed might be expected; amounted to 
1,621,030 To convince the Committee that there was not the 
ſmalleſt ground for apprehenſion that it would fall ſhort of this 


count the produce of the countries ceded to us by Tippoo Sultan, 
which might. reaſonably be eſtimated at 400,000, a Fun: and 
therefore he inight venture to take their eſtimate as the baſis of all 
lus reaſoning on this head; a baſis which he was confident, could 
- not fail him. Having thus aſcertained the nett ſurplus, he next 
requeſted the Committee to turn its attention to the ſtate of the 


peared that thoſe debts amounted to 9,084,550. - Of 'this 
ſum part bore no intereſt ; and that which did. amaunted to 
out 7,000,000T, The intereſt was not the ſame upon the 
whole of that ſum, for ſome of it, which had been borrowed 
during the war, bore an intereſt of twelve, and ſome. of only 
eight per cent. It is impoſſible for vs to follow the Right Ho» 
nourable Gentleman in his various calculations on this ſuhject, 
without running the riſk. of inaccuracies, which we would wiſh 
to avoid at all times, but ſtill more ſo in a cafe af this kind. 
In the courſe of them, however, he communicated a pleaſing 
piece, of intelligence, which we muſt not omit. + He faid, that 
by the laſt accounts, brought by the Ganges, it appeared that 
Tippoo had fulfilled all his engagements, and made good all his 
ſtipulated payments. The ſums advanced: by him, amounted to 


150,000. to the army, as ſome acknowledgment for their ſer- 
ſices during the wart fince that the Court of Directors had or- 
dered 4 donation to the ſame amount, making in the 
whole 500, oool. ſo that there remained 70, oool, to be diſpoſed 
of by the company in paying imereſt upon their debts, and for 
other purpoſes. * He was happy he ſaid to find, that notwith- 
ſtanding the expences of the late war with Tippoo, the Com- 
pany's debts in India were at this moment leſs than they were 
before the war. He obſerved that there was another reſource-in 
India, which would be highly advantageous to the manafactur- 
ing intereſt of England, and that was thie profit upon the increaſe 

file of Britiſh, manufactures. , On this head he ſaid he mui 

congratulate the county upon the | increaſed. and vaſtly increai- 
nz demand in the Eaſt for the manufaQures of, Great · Britain 
it muſt give te Committee ſipeere ſatisfaction. to hear 7 
the mort ſpace of eight years the quantity of Britiſh, manu- 
deine goods expotic tb China and India had, bern yearly, in- 


crealing. 
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ſum, he obſerved, that the Directors had not taken into their ac- 


Company's debts payable in India, From che beſt authority it 


1200, cool. Out of the amount Lord Cornwallis had given 
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venture to lay à Wager; that the Honourable Gentleman would 
readily ſubſefitze is ſhare te the Joan; at leaſt He was (ite that 
{he would net) he would find many who would be very glad'to 
nke his ſtock off his hands. Touching upon the queſtion' of 


ny; he ſaid he had not a doubt but the nation had à deep iti - 
amount or extent of that intereſt: for the Company had expended 
no inconſiderable ſhare of the commercial pfoperty, ariſing not 
fom territory; but from the profits of their trade, in either ac- 
quiring or maintaining thoſe poſſeſſions; ard conſequently the 
public ought not to take the territory into their own hands, 
without — fair compenſation to the Company. Another 
thing to he con ma 

Company for their forts, ſtores, artillery, &c. which were aſſets, 
and not part of the territorial poſſeſſions. And after all came this 
aſt conſideration, how could the public bring over to Europe the 
produce or ſurplus of the revenue, ſhould they take the whole 


| into their own hands? On this head he entertained a decided 


opinion that it could be brought home but through the medium 


ſhould be open or excluſive; Much, he obſerved, had been faid 
and written on this ſubject; and he knew an idea had gone forth 


injurious to the manufactures of England. It was not his in- 
tention to go into that queſtion at preſent; another day would 
afford him an opportunity of going into it at large: all he wiſhed 
and aſked for the preſent was, that gentlemen would keep their 
minds open on that head, and not make them up until he 
ſhould have ſtated all that occurred to him upon it. He did 
not mean to keep the Committee waiting for his opinion, for he 
was ready to declare at that moment, that the excluſive trade not 
only was neceſſary to the Company, and to the State, but that 


britiſh manufactures, but completely deſtructive of their fale in 
tie Laſt, This he would endeavour to prove ſome other time; 
but he begged that gentlemen would, till that time ſhould ar- 
me, give him eredit for this, that in maintaining the neceſſity 
of excluſive trade, he was influenced only by a regard for the in- 
tereſt of the State in general, and of the Britiſh manufacturers 


would defend the monopoly. There was one point more on 
wich he would beg leave to touch at preſent; and that was, 
What ſnould be done with the remaining furplus, ſhould any re- 
main, after the payment of ' 500,000l. a year to the public, the 
You, II. "MM dividend 


the right'of the'public to the territorial acquiſitions of the 
tereſt in them; hut it was not a very eaſy matter to aſcertiin the 
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idered was, that allowance ſhould be made to the 


of trade. And here aroſe another queſtion, whether that trade 


that the excluſive trade to India and the Eaſt was impolitic, and 


the abolition! of it would be not — highly injurious to the 
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in particular, and that it was preciſely on theſe grounds that he 
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dividend, upon hie fiock, and the neceſſary. expences of th 
"Co y. For his part, though ſome might think the Statc 
entitled to ſuch ſurplus, be was of opinion that the Company 


- ſhould be ſuffered to lay it out in the public funds, as a kind of 


| | - I [ 
reſerve in caſe. of adverſity ; fo that in ſuch caſe, it might come 2 
1 of their capital; that till ſuch adverſity ſhould arrive, the 5 . 
public ſnould have the intereſt of it; but that the intereſt ſhould R 
WP paid to the Company, if adverſe fortune ſhould overtake 
them. That ſuch a ſurplus as this would accrue, he was fully hr 
convinced, and a more equitable diſpoſition! af it, than that which = 
he had ſtated, he could not deviſe. It might be ſaid, in anſwer ye 
ts the flattering account he had given of the Company's affairs ru 
that they were not beyond the reach of bad fortune; that we 0 f 
yere a&tually at war, and that the conſequences, ſhould the ae 
events of the war be unfortunate, muſt be felt by the Company = 
as well as by the public. This he was ready to admit: but on Don 
the other hand he might be at liberty to obſerve, that when it Re 
was conſidered with whom we were at war, and what were the 5 
relative circumſtances of England and France, he was ſure it * : 
would be allowed, that from the latter we had nothing whatever . 
to fear in India. But, it might be ſaid, depredations might be * k 
committed on the Company's trade; he allowed it was poſſible; 7 
but he contended, that when gentlemen conſidered the great 1 
wal ſuperiority of England over France, they muſt allow, that rev 
depredations by the French on the Engliſh Eaſt India Company's og 
trade were barely within the verge of poſſibility, but at the fame 
dime extremely improbable: by this he begged to be underſtood en 
to mean, that depredations to any conſiderable amount were not * 
to be apprehended. In what he had that night ſtated to the Com- ge 
mittee, he had pointed out advantages both to the Company and Rin 
the public; advantages the more pleaſing, as the Jan from which n 
they were to ariſe met the approbation of the former, and con- houſe 
ently the compact would be voluntary, and not forced. He * 
aflured 4 Committee, that he had not advanced one fingl al. 3 
rtion, which he was not fully perſuaded was ſupported by 5 ir 
truth, and demonſtrable from authentic documents. He was ſ * 
clear of this, and ſo confident of yr on which he 3 Ref 
that it was his intention to print and ſend forth into the wor Provir 
every ſtatement. he had made that night, and every argument by | merci; 
which he ſupported his plan, in full confidence that no man mill 
could diſprove a fingle fact, or ſhew that he built any one hope Re 
in the affair, that was not founded on the cleareſt principles o Indra 
reaſoning, calculation, and policy. To the public he would wo the 31 
it to pronounce upon his plan; he feared. not the head dey the fur 
diſcuſſion; the cauſe. was good, and he truſted that . aa. 


3 ? 
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to propoſe had the good fortune to be fav oured al- 
ah with the conſent of the Company, ſo it would be fortu- 
nate enough to meet the ratification of a thinking and intelligent 


le. In f 5 yy rela 
"He concluded 1 reading the following Reſolutions, and 
moving the firſt of them in order W * 
Reſolved, That it appears, that, on an average of three 
years, 1787 to 1789.90 incluſive, the revenues of the ſeveral 
prelidencies of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, have amounted ti 
{x millions eight hundred and ninety-ſeven thouſand ſeven hu 
lred and thirty pounds per annum, and the crea incurred in 
the civil and military eſtabliſhments, as far as can be aſcertained, 
to five millions two hundred and thirty-three thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventeen pounds per annum, valuing the current 
rupee at two ſhillings, the ſtar pagoda at eight ſhillings, and the 
Bombay rupee at two ſhillings and three pence," 
Reſolved, That it appears, that, allowing fifty thouſand 
pounds per annum for the expences of Bencoolen and Penang, 
the net revenues of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in India, on the fore- 
going average, have amounted to one million fix hundred and 
fourteen thouſand and thirteen pounds per annu fn. 
Reſolved, That it appears, that the revenues ariſing from'the 


# 


countries ceded to the Company by Tippoo Sultaun at the tef® - 


mination of the late war, ſtated in the treaty at thirteen" lacks, 
ſixteen thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- five pagodas, and which 
countries are eſtimated, by the Court of Directors, td product 
three hundred and ninety thouſand pounds per annum, are riot 
included in the foregoing average amount of revenues. 
Reſolved, That it appears, that the future revenues of the 
Britiſh poſſeſſions in India are eſtimated, by the Court of Di- 
rectors, to amount to ſix millions nine hundred and fixry-three 
thouſand ſix hundred and twenty-five pounds per annum, artl 
the civil and military charges (including one hundred and four 
thouſand four hundred and fry pounds 2 commercial cha 
to five millions three hundred and forty-two thouland five hun- 
ted and ſeventy-five pounds per annum. af 
Reſolved, That it appears, that the net revenues of the Brittfh 
Provinces in India, after defraying the civil, military; and com- 
nercial charges, are eſtimated, by the Court of Directors, at ono 
million ſix hundred and twenty-one thouſand and fifty pounds. 


Reſolved, That it appears, that the debts owing by the Eaſt 


India Company at the ſeveral ſettlements in India ainounted; on 
the 21ſt day of January 1792, as near as can be aſcertained; to 
the lum of nine crore, eight lacks, forty-five thouſand five hun- 
ed and eight current rupeesk ne ben 

| Gs M 3 . »- — * Reſolve 
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| Fes 
Reſolved, That it appears, that the amount of the debt, bea. R 
| ing intereſt on the 3iſt daf of January 1992; was fix crore, vate 
* ninety: three lacks, thirty- nine thouſand four hundted and thirty. to ei 
| two current rupees, and that the amount of that intereſt wx per 
| fifty-nine lacks; twenty-two thouſand and ninety current ru. amo 
1 pees; but that, from later advices, the amount of debt bearins R 
8 intereſt is ſtated by the Court of Directors at fix millions fix of th 
1 hundred and fixty-nine thouſand and eighty-two pounds, and inge 
{ | the amount of that intereſt at five hundred and fixty-one tlou- ; eſt 
#1 fand nine hundred and twenty-three pounds. tro 
#4 Reſolved, That it appears, that after deduCting the intereſt one 
. payable on the debts in India, from the exceſs of the revenues R 
N above the civil, military, and commercial charges, the net ſur- mill 
3 plus is eſtimated at one million and fifty-nine thouſand one hun- and « 
þ dred and twenty-ſeven pounds per annum. „ trans 
= Reſolved, That it appears, that, on the average of the three Eali 
| , fram the 1ſt day of March 1990 to 1793, the prime R. 
44 coſt af goods ſold by the Eaſt India Company has amounted to India 
14 two millions five hundred and fifty thouſand ſeven hundred and bills 
=. twenty. eight pounds per annum; that the cuſtoms payable on courl 
1 thoſe goods have amounted to ſix hundred and twelve thouſand on tl 
| fl two hundred and thirty-one pounds per annum, the charges of hund 
49 freight and demorage to ſeven hundred and ſeventeen thouſand terre: 
| | | four hundred and fifty-three pounds, and the charges of mer- and { 
1 chandize to three hundred and ſix thouſand one hundred and Re 
. N | 'eighty-five pounds per annum, making the total of prime colt Com 
* | and charges four millions one hundred and eighty-ſix thouſand amoy 
+4 five hundred and ninety-ſeven pounds per annum, cal! 
= Reſolved, That it appears, that the goods fold by the Company goes: 
5 in the laſt three years, on an average, have amounted to five jo an 
millions one hundred and three thouſand and ninety-four pound thirte 
per annum, which exceeds the prime coſt and charges by nine pour 
hundred and fixteen thouſand four hundred and ninety-(even and e 
pounds. „„ Gt es er NO . Fren 
Reſolved, That it appears, that the prime caſt, and ſevenl kxper 
charges of cuſtoms, freight, and charges of merchandize, of tie Re 
to be ſold by the Eaſt India Company, are eſtimated, by gon(11 
the Court of Directors, to amount to four millions two hundrel __ 
and forty-four thouſand fix hundred and ninety-eight pounds per w 
; | ( 


annum. | 725 
EKReſolved, That it appears, that the ſales of goods by the Eaſt bog 
India Company are eſtimated, by the Court of Directars, to ebts 
amount to four millions nine hundred and eighty-eight thouſand | 
three hundred pounds per annum, which exceeds the prime colt] 
and charges by ſeven hundred and forty-three thouſand ſix hun- 
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Reſolved, That it appears, that the charges and profit on pri- 
vate trade, om the r of the laſt three years, have amounted 
to eighty· three thouſand three hundred and ninety-three pounds 


per annum, and are eſtimated, by the Court of Directors, to 


« 


amount to ſeventy thouſand pounds per annum in future. 
Reſolved, That it appears, that the net ſurplus on the whole 
of the revenues and trade of the Eaſt India Company, after pay» 
ing eight per cent. dividend on the capital ſtock of fie 
i; eſtimated, by the Court of Directors, to amount to one million 
two hundred and thirty-nine thouſand two hundred and forty+ 
one pounds per annum. 23 | | 
| Reſolved, That it appears, that, in the laſt Ave ont ney 
millions eight, hundred and twenty-one thouſand one hundr 
and eighty-three pounds of the principal and intereſt of the debx 
transferred from India to England, has been diſcharged by the 
Eaſt India Company, | WW 12 
Reſolved, That it appears, that the debts owing by the Eaf 
India Company at home, under the head of annyjties, bonds, 
bills of Exchange, cuſtoms, and dehts contracted in the ordinary 
courſe of their commercial tranſaCtions, are calculated to amount, 
on the 1ſt day of March 1793 (including one million threg 
hundred and fifty-four OP and fifty pounds of debt tranf- 
ferred from India) to ten millions ſix hundred and one thouſand 
and ſixty-nine pounds, exclufive of the capital ſtock. 1 


— 


Reſolved, That it appears, that the effects of the Eaſt India 
Company in England, and a-float outward, conſiſting of the 
amount due from government on annuities to the Company, 
caſh in the treaſury, goods fold not paid for, goods unſold, car- 
goes a- float, and other articles in their commerce, are calculated 
do amount, including the balance of quick ſtock in China, to 


thirteen millions fifteen thouſand four hundred and forty- nine 
pounds, excluſive of four hundred and twenty-two thouſand 


and eleven pounds, charged as expences incurred on account of 
French priſoners, in an expedition to Manilla, and for hoſpital 
fxpences, * | | 


Reſolved, That it appears, that the value of aſſets in India, 


tonſiſting of caſh in the treaſuries, bills receivable, of goods pro- 
ndd to be ſhipped for England, of goods imported to be ſold in 


India, of ſalt, opium, &c. and of ſtores for uſe or ſale; amounted, 
according to the lateſt advices, to four crore, nine lacks, eighty- 
fogg thouſand and fifty-one current rupees, excluſive of the 
debts ſtated to be owing to the Company there, amounting to 


* 


nine hundred and thirty-two rupees, | 
The Committee agreed to all the reſolutions. 


tie ſum of three crore, fifty-one lacks, cighty-three thouland 
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Sixteen petitions in favour of the Berkley Navigation wen 8i 
prefented and read. 5 . 1 V him « 
Motion made that the bill be now read a ſecond time. refled 
A petition from the merchants of Briſtol was preſented againſt 1 
che faid bill, and being read, an amendment 'was propoſed, to of th 
| e out now, and to inſert Thurſday ſe nnigbt. „ woul, 
. Queſtion put that #ow ſtand part of this queſtion, |; | per ſe 
n onda ety Noes , % ad 7, FP . berati 
1 755 bill was then read a ſecond time and committed, | Houſ 
Mr. M. A. TAYLOR ſaid, he was happy to underſtand from and t. 
ſome gentlemen concerned in the regulations ng the the co 
Newfoundland trade, that they were not diſpoſed to reſiſt 3 n 
meaſure which he intended to propoſe, and therefore he ſhould inf 
Hot be under the neceſſity of troubling the Houſe for more than exaggr 
2 minute or two this day on that fubje&. The act relating to Trad 
the Newfoundland trade was now expired; it coritained clauſes, was nc 
which, if introduced into the new bill that was to be brought in, feling 
Would, in the opinion of his conſtituents, be highly prejudicial Weſt 
to their intereſts in particular, and to thoſe of the trade in ge- for fon 
Hera] :' the truth of this opinion they were ready to eſtabliſh, and ind its 
be was glad to find that the gentlemen on the other fide of the 1 
Houſe were willing to afford them an opportunity; as both par- mer he 
ties were diſpoſed to diſcuſs the matter fairly and fully, all that 2nd he 
remained for him to do. was to put it in ſuch a way as would beſt had he: 
anſwer their common wiſh ; he then moved. ing the 
That a Committee be appointed to enquire into che ſtate of to be u 
* the trade to Newfoundland, and to report the ſame as it ſhall rularit 
appear to them to the Houſe.” —Paſſed in the affirmative. fands, 
e next gave in a liſt of Members, taken indifcriminately, from rery fer 
both ſides of the Houſe, and moved that they ſhould form the t becan 
fd Committees. This motion alſo paſſed without oppoſition. declared 
Mr. WILBERFORCE ſtated, that the motion which he be had 
was going to make was in his opinion ſo much a motion of village « 
die, that he did not ſuppoſe any ſerious oppoſition would be that the 
made to it. An Honourable Baronet indeed (Sir W. Youry) and the 
had given notice that he meant to oppoſe it; but as the Hon. BW Afrcans 
Baronet ſince had time to reflect more 3 upon the bu- Grably | 
finefs, he truſted that he would abandon ſuch a defign, and ſuffer been pr 
to paſs unoppoſed the motion which he was about to make, and tions! 
Which was no more than a preliminary to the renewal of the re- greatly t 
ſolutions which were carried laſt year by a conſiderable majority. lined th 


He then moved, « That 


2 OSD — KA e ae 
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e That this Houſe will on Thurſday next (the 283th) reſolve 
« itſelf into a Committee of the whole Honſe to conſider of the 
« circumſtances of the African Slave Trade... 


sir WILLIAM YOUNG, purſuant to the notice given by | 


tim on a former day, roſe to oppoſe the motion; he ſaid, that 
reflection, inſtead of making him deſiſt from his oppoſition, had 


ſerved only to confirm him in an opinion that the great queſtion 


of the flave trade ou ht not to be agitated at preſent, but that it 
would be prudent to defer the diſcuſhon of it to ſome more pro- 
per ſeaſon. Men's minds both at home and in the Weſt Indies 
were at this moment too much heated for a fober and cool deli- 
heration on ſo important a queſtion. In England, and in that 


Houſe, many exaggerated accounts had been given of the fituation 
and treatment of the des both before their departure from 
the coaſt of Africa, and after their arrival in the: ĩſlands; by theſe 


xccounts the paſſions of the Houſe had been excited to decide 
zpainſt the dictates of judgment and ſound policy. He faid that 
exaggerations were by no means neceſſary to render the Slave 
Trade odious; for he was ready to admit, that in its principle it 
was not to be defended, and muſt neceſſarily be repugnant to the 
feelings of mankind ; but ſuch were the circumſtances of our 
Weſt India Colonies, that the continuance even of ſuch a trade 
for ſome time longer was abſolutely neceſſary to their exiſtence, 
and its abolition would be their ruin. On this ſubject he ſaid 
he could ſpeak from his own knowledge, for during the laſt ſum- 
mer he viſited moſt of the Engliſh Iflands' in the Weſt Indies, 
and he could take upon him to ſay, that a great deal of what he 


had heard in that Houſe in the courſe of the laſt ſoſſion, reſpect. 


* 


lations had been adopted in the Colonial Albemblier den 


greatly to better the condition of theſe poor people. He main 


tained that, in whatever related to the Slaves and Slave T ade? 


* 
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-lieved: that there were not in his Majeſty's dominions a ſet dt 


heir nature; many of them had been bred at the firſt ſchools in 


doors, inſtead of ſtedfaſtly and firmly adhering to principles o 


der the appearance of erecting a temple to liberty, were actually 
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this country could not act with efficacy without the concurrence 
of the legiſlature of the Iſlands : theſe bodies were extremely well 
diſpoſed to do every thing that could reaſonably, be required x 
their hands; and more it would not be prudent to aſk. He he. 


ſubjects more loyal than the land-owners in the Weſt Ind 
Colonies; bur he could not anſwer for the continuance & 
loyalty, when the men from whom it was expected were to be 
.rritated, i e in their character, and injured in their pro. 
perty. They had been repreſented as e and unfeeling in 


England, and were known when here to be equal to the moſt 
humane or generous of Engliſhmen. Few men were patient df 
inſults, and ſtill fewer diſpoſed to be ſtrongly attached to thoſe 
who would reduce them to beggary ; there was a 7. en moving] 
among the Planters to which it would not be prudent to gie 


Nrength, by unneceſſarily puſhing forward that which migbt . b 
«ry rod to what they emen would wiſh to avoid. hs "land; 
concluded by moving an amendment, viz. that the wor ne tra 
** Thurſday next” ſhould be left out, and the words This: ho 
day 6x months“ inſerted in their ſtead. _ 755 vote br 
Mr. BUXTON feconded the motion for the amendment; {i 1. 


he faid that the Houfe by giving way to the elamours without lberfe 


wiſdom and found policy, might lay the foundation for the ruin - gh 
| e N yhich ha 

of our happy conititution. Gentlemen ought to be on their ber aut 
ard againſt a ſpirit of innovation! Liberty was not now in iel 


nger from its arch enemy deſpotiſm, but ffom thoſe who, un- r the . 


$ 


endeavouring to deſtroy it, to overturn all government, and eſta- wi = 
bliſh anarchy upon its ruins. . In England it once happened, tha. Pine 
when the people ſeemed moſt clamorous for liberty, the Ma. „ou! f 
of the Houſe of Commons was declared to be a bauble, and Hdd 1 
reſolutions of the Houſe dictated by an armed force from with bas 
out. He warned gentlemen againſt fimilar conſequences, inder C 
they ſhould ſhew' 18 little firmneſs as to be ſwayed. by clamours 15 but 
without doors, raiſed by perſons who, under the idea of uniyerl4 Ir the ma 
liberty, would deſtroy tfociety. „„ rect] : 
Mr. CAW THORNE Lid that many things had been fiatec an 1 
lift ſeſſions as true, for the purpoſe of inflaming the minds of thq Jevereus 
Houſe and of the public, which, when fairly inveſtigated, vw" 8 
found to be falſe. The moſt ſtriking and moſt ſhocking wagen that t. 
the charge which was brou Birks | Captain Kimber. Ib. | year, if 

_ Honourable Member (Mr. Wiltzrforce) by, ſtating as 2 fac Mr. © A 


lay that 
e proſecut 


the ſuppoſed:cruel treatment of. a negro girl, had Secaſioned tht 
: - Vor. II. 


apprehenſo 


4 


: 3 


— 


# 


U 

r ;oprcherifion and ſufferings of that injured man in Newgate ; 
1 on trial however his innocence appeared, and he was honourably 
* vitted, and the two We who had given teſtimony | 
A againſt him were both committed by the court for er it 
a was true that one of them had ſince been acquitted, But the 


other was convicted of that foul crime. To Captain Kimber he 


by thought the Honourable Member ought to' make fome compen- 
be Gtion for ſufferings of which he was the cauſe, He truſted alſo 
0s that the Honourable Member would not in future be ſo eaſily 


milled by perſons who ſhould tell him frightful tales about the 
treatment of the Negroes : he underſtood that one of thoſe philan- 
thropic tale-bearers who had been in the employ of the friends to 
the abolition of the ſlave trade, and who, he underſtood alſo, was 
z religious man, had ſince committed an aſſault upon him and 
mother Honourable Member (Mr. Thornton), becauſe they 
Wrefoſcd to increaſe or continue the allowance which he received 

for his intelligence; for which aſſault he was committed by an 
Herman of the oF of London. As to the queſtion. of the 


vote for it moſt cordially, 


* . 


Mr. W. SMITH denied that his Honourable Friert ( Mr. 
ilberforce) had cauſed the proſecution to be brought againſt 
atain' Kimber; he had barely ſtated to the Houſe the facts 


" boch had been related to him; and the magiſtrates thought it 
* beir duty to apprehend the man, and bring him to trial. The 


cuittal of Captain Kimber he could not conſider as a proof 
at the charge brought againſt him was falſe, becauſe the court 
erer went into the merits of it: he was acquitted on a collateral 
int, not at all connected with the merits of the charge. One of 
le witneſſes againſt him (Dowling) denied that he had ever ſaid 
e would be revenged of Captain Kimber: in this he was con- 


pon a proof of the falſehood of the main charge, was Captain 
mber acquitted. Dowling had ſince been convicted of per- 
N; but it was remarkable that Devereux, who was indicted . 
ir the ſame offence, and for the teſtimony which he had given 


Large, had been acquitted of perjury : ſo that the evidence of 
evereux, now an uniimpeached witneſs, was in full force. A 
the motion made by his Honourable ' Friend, he was of opi- 


| year, if it did not VVV i 
Mr. CAWTHORNE, in explanation, ſaid, he did not mean 
lay that Mr. Wilberforce was the author, but the occafion of 
e proſecution brought againſt Captain Kimber. —_ 
Vor. II. N -. Mr. 
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[ave trade, he thought it was high time it ſhould be at reſt; and 
s he hoped the amendment would give it its quietus, he would 


dicted by other witneſſes, and on this contradiction, and not 


rectly againſt Captain Kimber, upon the main grounds of the 


jon that the Houſe could not act conſiſtently with its deciſion 
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af immediately, there were various regulations Which ought to 
e enacted into a law as the forerunners- of the abolition. The 


0 up to the Lords as botas pollile,/” | 4 a ke A eb dong 
h Mr. Fox paid many compliments to Mr, Wilberforce for his.. 


real and perſeverance in this buſineſs, which did him the greateſt. 
for having hurried, but for having delayed the buſineſs ſo long. 


er m Honourable Baronet had ſaid that the legiſlative aſſemblies 

= pught to go hand in hand with parliament in the work of abo- 

e. lihing the ſlave trade; he admitted that they ought; but an, 
onourable Baronet inſinuated at the ſame. time, that thoſe a- 
ic emblies might grow tired of loyalty, and diſpute the right f 
i his country to interfere in the buſineſs. This was à very 

. ons buſimeſs, and probably ſomething deciſive muſt be adopted 

ſt conſequence of it; for the queſtion of the ſlave trade having 


Peen once agitated, and the Houſe ſtanding pledged to it as it 


en did, it could not be ſuffered to ſtop. The right of this 
e ountry to regulate the intercourſe between her and her colonies 

ut never yet been queſtioned; if it was to be queſtioned now, 

fe. rliament would be under the neceſſity of determining whether 
to 


reat Britain did or did not polleſs that right. At all eve nts, it 
rould decide whether thoſe under the immediate juriſdiction of 


1 be Britiſh knen viz. the inhabitants of Great- Britain, 
115 Would be concerned in carrying on a trade which was allowed, 
on, ren by thoſe who were not Br aboliſhing it, to be diſgraceful 
1 o humanity, and ſabverſve of every principle of juſtice. - Go- 
o emment, fo far from being in danger of ſubverſion by aboliſh- 
bee ſuch a trade, would derive its greateſt ſtability from a ſyſtem 


dunded on a due regard to the rights of man and of nature; 
ghts properly underſtood, and properly ſupported, -' but not 


tl buſed as they were in a neighbouring country. As to the caſe of 
au tan Kimber, he did not like to ſpeak of perſons who had 
on tricd and acquitted by their country; he hoped that Cap- 
ba en Kimber was innocent; but the queſtion, whether the ſlave 
node ſhou}d or ſhould not be aboliſhed, was by no means ta be 
nac cided by the guilt or innocence of Captain Kimber; other 
5 pltances of cruelty exerciſed upon the unfortunate negroes had 

1G Of 


ten ſtated and remained uncontradicted. He was fully per- 
vated, that if the name of Captain Kimber had never been men- 


ol oned, the vote of laſt year for the gradual abolition of that. 
hon ous trade would have been preciſely the ſame ; but if, there 


"= 2 ſingle member who joined in that vote upon the belief 
r the char ze brought againſt Captain Kimber was true, and 
00x e believed it 10 be falſe, he wiſhed that ſuch member 

8 N 3 | | an L 


Fes, 26, n. RNA. 9% 
laſt year, that if the trade was to be aboliſhed gradually, inſtead 


lotions of Jaſh your guar therefore to be renewed, and ſent. nt. 


honour ; and if any reproach could be made to him it was not. 
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FB. 2 
add ſuch only,” would vote for che amendment propoſed by the u t! 
Honourable net.“ Wen 74 | ee 1 ſlave t 
"Mr; GASCOY'NE- ſaid, he did not foreſee that the motion de ha 
originally made would have produced any diſcuſſion,” had it been gen! 
known that all which was meant to be done in the committee trade © 
was to renew the reſolutions of laſt ſeſſiom: but he had imagined | harked 
that the Honourable Gentleman intended when in the com- never \ 
mittee to move ſome additional reſolutions, to which he for one The 
would moſt certainly give his oppOſition Fe 
The CHANCEL ION ef che EXCHEOPER  obſerel A 
that the amendment moved by the Honourable Baronet called 
upon the Houſe to declare neither more nor leſs than this, that MM 
without any reaſon aſſigned, or Bay new evidence given, the The 
Houſe repented of its reſolution laft year for the gradual aboli commil 
tion of the ſlave trade; be truſted that a due regard to conſiſt. cheque! 
ency would guard the Houſe againſt the diſgrace of ſuch a decl- ſe'/nnig] 
ration. He underſtood that all his Honourable Friend meant to Mr. 
do in the committee was to move the renewal of the reſolutiom be pic 
paſſed laſt year, and ſend them up to the Lords Some other Mr. Fe 
ſtep, indeed, might after wards be neceſſary, ſhould the exami- be brot 
nation of witneſſes take up ſo much time as that ĩt could not be poſtpon 
expected that an act for aboliſhitig the flave trade entirely on the The 
tft of January 1796 could paſs this ſeſſion: in that caſe it would therefor 
be adviſable that his Honourable Friend ſhould propoſe ſome! force-ga 
bill for eſtabliſhing thoſe regulations, which the intermediate 7) mak 
ſpace between this and 1796 would require, preparatory to the 
total abolition at that perioc .. n eee ee 
Mr. WILBERFORCE declared, that ſhould that unfortu- 
nate event take place, which he by no means apprehended, 
that the Houſe ſhould refuſe to go through with the buſineſß, 
which, with fo much honour to itſelf it had begun, no conf 10 
deration upon earth ſhould prevent him from bringing forward Mr. 
again and again the queſtion of abolition. © As to the caſe of this mo 
Captain Kimber, he could very fairly aſſert, that what he had of the L 
been told on that ſubject he told the Houſe, but never applied ui Hall at 
any one to inſtitute a proſecution againſt him; the ' magiſtrat:il of Mr. 
took him up, and the evidence given before them was thought ſuppoſed 
ſufficient to warrant them in committing him; and upon thay ticir in 
ſame evidence a grand jury had thought 4 their duty to find on 
bill of indictment. But Captain Kimber had fince bern acquitted erring t 
and an Honourable Member was of opinion that he ought . procedur 
make him compenſation for his fufferings. This he would be other m 
moſt ready to do, and to defend him with as much zeal as he had uſual di 
accuſed him, if he was able to 9545 him innocent; but his ac appeared 
Jujttal having been upon a collateral point, and not upon ths "a at 
| obedienc 


merits of his cafe, he- felt no diſpoſition in his mind :0 mate 


10 MN JOURNAL. 110 
e um think chat any reparation was due. Wich ** the 


he had life, But to exert every power which his Maker bad 


{ie trade in general, he determined never to loſe ſighit wh j 
given him; until he ſhould ſee that abominable and unprincipled | 


g 1 
ny ade completely - aboliſhed; +: The cauſe in which he was em- 780 
ed hrked was that of heaven, of juſtice, of humanity, and e | 4% 
n. zever would he abandon it but with his life. n. 1 
ne The Houſe at laſt divided, when geen 1 2; ol . is 

For the original motion M by 
d, Againſt it, and fot the amendment . 1 285 11 4 Tg 4 
ed REL , in A 12 
at 5 Majority for the eee m 54k $4 5539; e 5 
be The queſtion being put, that No Hat kfoke itſelf into a 2 5 
li- committee on that day ſix months, the Chancellor of the Ex- 14 
ft chequer moved an adjournment of * A Un to em 15 
la ſe nnight (March 7 * ie 45 | 1 


Mr. Cawthorne,- Sir W. Yoang, ad Mr: Jenkinſon, reſiſted 
the propoſition; on which, the Thancellor of the Exchequer, 


her Mr. Fox, and Mr. Wilberforce, agreeing that the buſineſs could 
li- be brought before the Houſe in another thape, the motion _ L 
be pliponing the queſtion was withdrawn. 

the Ihe motion to defer the committee for 62 aiohths: was 


therefore put and carried without a diviſion ; and Mr. Wilber- 


me bree gave notice that he would on Thurſday ſennight 2 5 
ate 1} make a motion relative to the abolition che ſlave ws 
the 12 . ahh 6 SILLS 
"A. rens 27 445 Ae e 
: e 1 7 No debate. vis rag e e ee 
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15 Frpruary 28. 


Mr. BURKE — 78 notice of a ns which LP 
this morning as being out of order, and affecting the privileges 
of the Houſe,” He faid, that the Lords went into Weſtminſter- 


to Hall at a much earlier hour than uſual to proceed on the trial 
e of Mr. Haſtings; and that through mere inadverteney, as he 
ho ſuppoſed, their Lordſhips had omitted to inſorm that oule'of 
tha their intention to proceed at ſuch unuſual hour; the conſe- 


en was, that the Commons were not preſent; and he, pre- 
ring the furtherance of ſubſtantial juſtice to the forms of legal 
procedure, proceeded to the place of trial, and went on with the 
ther managers; and they acted, as if they had received the 
uſual directions of che alu with cuſtomary formality—this | 
peared to him to be an act of neceſſity. [He then entered 
much at large into the propriety of yielding a prompt and literal 
obedience to the orders of that Hou, by thoſe who were under 
Its 


nw S PARLIAMENTARY: Damon, 


PHT EY but fabmitted the preſent us a me e that wy 
under all the circumſtances, unavoidable; 1 

The SPEAKER took a view of the pr Af of the 
Mendes, and cleared himſelf, and all its = alſo the 
managers, from imputation of delay in goneral with regard to 
their. attendance on the trial of Mr. Haſtings, or any remiſſneſ 
in that reſpect. 

The CHANCELLOR' of the EXCHEQUER moe 
That, under the circumſtances above mentioned, this Hor Houſe 
« doth hight prove of the conduct of the Right Honourable 
6 Edmund E and the other managers, 707 having taken W 
« ſuch ſteps as enabled the Commons to proceed on the trja of 
„the ſaid impeachment!” —Carried nem. con, + | 

Mr. BURKE returned thanks to the House ſor their ſuppon 
| of himſelf and brother managers, 

Major MAITLAND brought up the report of the com: | 
mittee appointed to criquire into the beſt mode for expediting the 
impeachment carried on again Mr. Haſtings. | 

The report ſtated ſeveral circumſtances, and the committee 
recommended two things to the particular notice of the Houſe— | 
the one was, an early attendance of its members on every day | 
appointed for the trial—the other, to do all they could to ob- 
tain a greater number of days in each week, for that purpoſe, 
than had hitherto been given upon the p of the preſent 
trial. It recommends alſo to the Houſe to follow the precedent 
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of Lord Strafford, on the 22d of March 1640. be wia! 

The CHAN CELLOR of the EXCHEQUER then moved, be proce 
% "That this precedent be read, which being done, he moved commit! 
that this Houſe do meet as a committee in Weſtminſter Hall.— Gays fit ; 


9, «c 

a me{lap 
proceedi 
chair, th 


Theſe were the words of the precedent, by which the attendance 
of the Houſe will be diſpenſed with on the trial. —This motion | 


paſſed nem, con, 


A converſation then took place on the motion of Major 


Maitland, for a conference with the Lords, which' was after- Ip C 
wards withdrawn.—The Houſe then proceeded. to receive eu. ; OP 
hy for abſence on the day of call. 181 


Mr. GRENVILLE claſſed theſe excuſes in the following 
order. 
" Gentlemen of the navy. 
Gentlemen of the army. 
3 Gentlemen of the militia. _ 
4. Gentlemen of the long rabe, 
On the verification of faciss. | 

As a number of gentlemen in that Houſe wid fall 71 
the rank of militia, he propoſed to OY it to 1 12 
of wg militia nau / in actual ſervice, 91 
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Sir WILLIAM YOUNG moved, that che captains. of mili- © - 
i on march be included,” which, was negatived without a dri... 
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Mr. BURKE ſaid it was not to be confidered as matter of ſatiſ- 
action to that Houſe, that a t criminal ; (for ſo by the arti- 
des of the impeachment of that Houſe he was entitled to call 
Mr. Haſtings): ſhould have ſo long eluded the page joe of 
this country. He wiſhed, and he was ſure the Houſe withed, 
that no ; age take 25 0 ; hy HH: He did not 
mean to ſay that the managers ſhould ſubmit any propoſition to 
the criminal, but he fubmitted to the Bk” whether they 
night not, on the next day of trial, ſtate that the managers had 
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ho objection on in the abſence of er e 

The SPEAKER ſaid, he did not mean to ſay that the mana- 
ger were authorized to make any propoſitions to the defendant, 
or to the Lords, upon the trial of Mr. Haſtings, but there was 
no irregularity in their expreſſing in open court their readineſs 
on their part to proceed in the abſence of the judges; it would 
then reſt with the Lords and the accuſed: either to proceed or 
En EO Ott GY HHITER 
On the ſuggeſtion of the Speaker the Houſe reſolved. 
1. * That this Houſe do to-morrow, and every day on which 
the trial of the inipeachment again Warren Haſtings, Eſq. ſhall- 
be proceeded during the preſent ſeſſions of parliament, meet as a 
committee in Weſtminſter-Hall, and that the Houſe do on ſuch 
days fit at three o'clock.” a „ 
2, ** That for the purpoſe of enabling the Houle to receive 
a meſage from the Lords relating to the time of their further 
proceeding on that trial, Mr. Speaker be at liberty to take the 
chair, though forty members be not preſent.” “... 
dir CHARLES MORGAN moved for leave to bring in a 
bill to prevent labourers from being employed in making canals 
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turing the harveſt. # rate ad; ad 
Mr. SHERIDAN profeſſed himſelf an enemy to ſach a bill, 
& being arbitrary in the extreme, by hindering the poor from ob- 
mining the profits of their labour in ſuch manner as was the moſt 
ſuitable to their inclination. OE ELL | | 
Mr. HUSSE was of the ſame: opinion, and moved an 
amendment to this effect, That. canals ſhould not be ſuffered: 
bo be cut during the harveſt.” FF 
Mr. HAWKIN S BROWNE was of opinion, that canals 
vere of a ſubordinate conſideration, when the harveſt was put in 
eompetition. There was a great ſcarcity of hands laſt year, we 
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Mat 
chat objeQtion would be inereaſed the next Haryoſt; 1 in conſe· WW fx c 
quence of the augmentation of the army. ol 
After a few words from Sir Charles Gould, Lord Shelfely For ci 
and the Maſter of the Rolls, the motion was agreed to, leaving F 
out the word labourers, and ſubſtituting the word Poke. 4 For 
Mr. POW IS, though he admitted that canals, in many in- For St 
ſnces, were highly beneficial to the commerce and manufic. For C. 
tyres of this country, was nevertheleſs. of opinion, that a ſpirit | For N 
of ſpeculation with reſpect to them had of late been, and was For th 
nom fo prevalent, as to make it prudent and proper in that Rlary 
Houſe, by a general regulation, to guard againſt its being car. 24th 
ried to an extent prejudicial to the intereſt of the public: he To chi 
| would; for this purpoſe, move a reſolution, which he hoped For ci. 
would meet the concurrence of the committee-; that, .in all ca. Wal 
nal bills, the tolls to be raiſed ſhould be limited in ſuch manner For me 
as might beſt reconcile the intereſt of the proprietors with that of For me 
the public. quir 
| Mir. WIGLEY thought ſuch a general Pn unnecel. WM - {+ 
fary, and moved that the chairman do now leave the chair, © 10 mo 
A converſation enſued, in which the Maſter of the Rolls and and! 
ſeveral other Members ſupported the propricty of the reſolution For A 
moved by Mr. Powis; while Mr. Hufley, and many other gen- Kaen 
tlemen, contended for the great public utility of canals, and that the a 
it would be imprudent to check the ſpirit of adventure in private For ditt 
| Mmdividuals, from the encouragement of which alone te were | 300 
i W to be carried on. 71 For pre 
he committee divided on Mr. en $ motion for the chair. Wale 
n leaving the chair. 1 wh ; For ex 
Ayes — - - — IT 25 ie Haſti 
5 Noes He oo ye We 577 For con 
— 8 For ditt 
dee again Mr. Powis's motion 4 5 = 2m 
| ere a for 
. | Maxcn. Ky t n 8 This 
SE HASTINGS'S TRIAL.” bag er "41 _ = 
Adjourned the trial to . rath 4 An, Houſo adjourned other 
to March 8 | RR e n Heridar 
| : ons 7 4 TIE motion | 
| Make 3 1790 Mr, She 
The Houſe in a committee of ſupply: reſolved to grant the fol * 
Joving ſums: - WIE Rouſh 
For rebuilding and repairs of the x navy” -for- 25 yg 5 * "yy 
the year 1793 S - 2661 ; 
| 10 Rceivin 
For the ondary of the navy deny e N . 5 m F that 
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For Cape Breton nn 
For nag 3 
For the Bahama Hands 
Ely to chief juſtice ol Bermuda to the | 
24th of January 1794 2 585 
To chief juſtice for Dominica ihr 1703 | 
For civil lift eftabliſhments of New South - 
Wales to October 10, 179 | OF, e. 
For monies purſuant to addreſſes . 
For monies to John Dalley, Eſq. for his in- 
quiry into the emoluments of the offices ES e 
of the cuſtoms in Scotland 800 6 0 
To monies iſſued to commiſſioners of woods rf. eee 
and foreſts — 15,600 0 ©: 
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For American Loyalifts, and Neri fuß. Pn 


ferers, to October 10, 1793. DT to 1 

the act 28 Geo. III. — IF 8,047 3 4 
For ditto to the roth of Ofober 1793 24 He. 

0 Geo. III. 88,500 17 6 
For proviſion and articles for New South © 

Wales, and expeneces of convicts there 56,370 I 5 8 
For expences of MENTS of Warren . 

Haſtings = - - 3.72 12 0 
For convicts on the Thames . 2 4 . 
For ditto at Portfmouth - 2 4 
1 proviſion be made for the bay and cloathing of We m- 
a for 1 

This Pa, N appointed for the members to make their ex- 
euſes for n. 3-1-0 purſuant to the motion of Mr. Thomas 
Grenville, this bufineſs took u up ſome time: at length this and 
al other buſineſs being gone through, the Houſe waited for” Mr. 
heridan, to whom this day had been allowed for making 2 
motion of which he had given notice; on the ſubject of ſeditibn. 
Mr. Sheridan not appearing, ſeveral members called out hourn, 
adjourn. Ins fb win IM; Sheridan came. . 

Mr. SHERIDAN immediately began—firſt, with 4 


bouſand 2 ave for for having keyr the Houſe waiting 8 long; 


but he u were likely to be eccopied in 
receiving excuſes from members for abſence: on the day of call, 


nd that that bullneſs would 1271 over until after 1 
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re PARLIAMENTARY One, 
He had heard too that a great number of petitions were to be 


preſented to the Houſe ; there were upwards of fifty of them 
from the Royal Burghs of Scotland, reſpecting their internal 
government, and he ſhould beg leave to preſent them to-mor- 
. Tow, and he hoped for the attendance of the Houſe, and particu- 
la that of the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) 
who had' ſuch a ſhare in the former diſcuſſions upon that ſub- | 
je&t. He ſhould now proceed to the ſubject of the motion 
„ he intended preſently to ſubmit to the Houſe, the object 
of which would be to get a committee to inquire into the truth 
of the. reports of ſedition in this country—Reports, whatever | 
ſome digt think of them, he was ſure were calamitous in their 
effects to this country, and might become more ſo, if not checked 
in time. He houtd not attempt to prove, in this place, that 
there never exiſted any ſufficient 'reafors for apprehending the 
danger of che ſedition to which he had alluded, or that there had 
not been any act of inſurrection in any part of the kingdom, to 
warrant the propagation of ſuch 157 ; it was well known that 
there never was any thing of that ſort of conſequence enough to they | 
merit the deſcription which had been given of it, or to create Cont 
the alarm which followed ; at leaſt that was the opinion he had tell th 
formed upon the ſubject. However, he perhaps might be ob- who f 
liged to retract that opinion in confequence of the proofs that to be « 
might be brought forward before the committee of inquiry, for maint 
which he intended to move; if that ſhould happen to be the ment 
caſe, he ſhould be glad to ſee that Miniſters had only done their I be we 
duty in ſpreading an alarm, at a time of real danger, and then he hands 
ſhould be glad to praiſe them for their vigilance, however he formir 
might deplore the neceſſity that gave it birth, When he ſaid he mere 
ſhould' move for a committee to inquire into thoſe things, he tion, 2 


4 


4 did not wiſh to ſay any thing upon the effect of it at preſent; be loſt 
4 bis object was to Lande in what fituation this ** really was, Wit 
[ and alfo to know whether the ens. made uſe of by his Ma- of the 
| jeſty's Miniſters upon the ſubject of ſedition, conſpiracy, and ſon of 


- treaſon, were not at leaſt premature at the time it was uttered; | were t 

and conſequently that nothing had happened in this country that} view ir 
1 could juſtify 1 in the ſteps they had taken, and the the dan 
1 E they inſtituted; at preſent, however, he had the danger 
| fatisfaCtion, as he really believed the Houſe had, of thinking that entertal 
ö theſe reports were ill founded; to remove all doubt, however, though 
upon that ſubject, and to obtain complete information, were the Vole 1 
9 objects of his motion. Parliament met early in December laſt, 


(eludin; 
1 and they were called together in a very extraordinary manner: WW !t vas, 
i this of Atſelf was matter of alarm to the country; for they natu- WM dect in 


rally concluded, that it would not have been ſo aſſembled, bad berceive 
there not deen ſtrong reaſons for it. We were then under the i de fav 
24 8 - 3 ? RE apprehenſion ö 
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on of a foreign war. From that very moment, Par- 


ment ſeemed fo taken up with that thought, that they loſt all 
a] ſituation of this countr they took | 
Miniſtzre was 


curiofity upon the interna 
it for granted, that n that was faid by 
true, upon the ſedition gs the' country at the beginning 
of the ſeffion ; they took it for g. 

taken to check ĩt was juſt; this was a fraud upon the public, and 
the Houſe ought to feel it ſo, for he really, and in his con- 
ſence, believed that the alarm was ſpread for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of diverting the attention of the public for a while, and 
ifterwards' to lead them the more eaſily into a war. He muſt 
now beg leave to obſerve upon the nature of the confidence 


which that Houſe ſhould place in the aſſertion of the King's 


Miniſters at any time, more eſpecially when they were about ts 
involve the country in the calamities of war, and of the effect of 
extending that eonfidence. When Miniſters came to that Houſe, 
ind calling upon it to ſtrengthen the hands of goverament,” th 
were always bound to explain to that Houle the real motive 
they had for aſking for that affiſtance, in order that the Houſe of 
Commons, as the repreſentatives of the people, might be able to 
tell that people, whoſe lives and money were to be affected, and 
who finally ſapported the whole of it, the reaſons why they were 
tobe deprived of the rights they had before enjoyed; for he would 
maintain it as a maxim, that to ſtrengthen the hands of govern- 
ment was temporarily to weaken the rights of the people; and 


he would follow that obſervation up, that to ſtrengthen the 


hands of government to earry on a foreign war, without in- 


forming the people of the real ſtate of our country, was making 


mere machines of them, was a conſpiracy againſt the conſtitu- 
ton, and was laying down a plan by which their liberty might 
be loſt for ever. Fg PG e 5 
With reſpect to the late ſuppoſed ſedition in this kingdom, and 
of the ſuppoſed temper for inſutrection, and-of the lurking trea- 
lon of which we heard ſo much by lünts and conjectures, there 
were three circumſtances to be conſidered, and three points of 
vew in which the ſubject might be placed. The firſt was, that 
the danger in this country had been real.—Secondly, that the 
langer was not real, but that the whole was a falſe alarm, reall 
entertained by. government, in which © caſe the propagation, al- 
though unfortunate, was yet honeſt. The third was, that the 
whole was founded on a ſyſtematic plan laid by government for 
cluding the ſenſe, and finally ſubduing the ſpirit of the pages 
it was, in his opinion, the duty of Parliament to regard the fub- 
ect in either of theſe three points of view, but he could not 


perceive any other in which it could be properly re ded; and 
he ſaw in either of them wy of proceeding with propriety, 
| fp 2 


| but 


granted too, that every ſtep 
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had been ſo commenced, the people ſhould purſue the means of 
truch was, that we were at war with a very powerful victorious 
republic Hear! . hear | hear! was vociferated on this expreſ- 


it was idle to conceal the truth, and he added, that there was not 


8 1 and the -public were to be alarmed at 
the appreh 


the French in expreſſions, and to follow their ſyſtem in p 


_ of all this. The people of this country were accuſed of a ſpirit 


| Mal 
but by inſtituting a: committes of inquiry,” Let us ſuppoſe, for 10 
inſtance, the urs, Fer was really elk at Minitter had deſcribed whic 
it at the beginning of the ſeſſion. What then would follow? MMR fon. 
Moſt certainly the adoption of a committee of 8 in order ſor i 
that a plan ſhould be laid for our future ſafety.” What was the wher 
next thing to he attended to, and the next view of the ſubject, diſco! 
ſuppoſing that Miniſters really apprehended danger, although in WA Thc! 
truth there was not any? Moſt certainly that a committee ſhould of pe 
be appointed to inquire, and that they might make their report what 
upon the ſubject, announce it to be in a ſtate of ſafety, and calm doing 
the. apprebenſions of the public. What was the third point of book, 
view; that ſuppoſing the whole to be a mere device on the pan diſtrit 
of government, for the purpoſe of leading the people the more wont 


eaſily to a war with France, by | perſuading them that there are 
at mis moment many agents from France who are doing every | 
thing they can wala: the peace and internal tranquillity of 

this country? again he muſt ſay; that a committee ſhould be 
pointed to inquire, in order that the public ſnould know the 
ception which had been practiſed on them, and that if the war 


W 


declaring to the throne their ſentiments upon that ſubſect. The 


Bon. Mr. Sheridan proceeded, and obſerved, that we were at 
war with a great, a powerful, and hitherto victorious republic; 


in that Houſe, or in this country, any man who wiſhed more 
ſincerely than he did, that we may be able to check them in ibe 
career, at the ſame time he certainly characterized them aright 
at preſent. He then came to the accounts which had been 

wen, or rather the hints which had been thrown out by his 
Ma 's attorney general at the beginning of the preſent ſeſſion 
of-- parliament, concerning the plots and conſpiracies that were | 
faid to be formed in this country; but had any thing of this been 
proved? Not a ſyllable. But this made gy the ſyſtem 
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ſion of the progreſs of French principles, in order 
that they might the more readily go to war with the French; 
and by the conduct of the moſt. worthy gentlemen: of the afſo- 
ciations, the people of 'this r called upon to revile 


10 
namely, to bring them under a government by clubs. He 
wiſhed the Houſe to reflect on what was likely to be the reſult 


of diſaffection, many plot and conſpiracies were ſaid to be 


1 


hatched, and now he in his conſcience believed thats was not 
: # 0D 


* 


jon of truth in anꝝ part of the charge to juſtify the apprehenſion 
which government expteſſed at the commencement of the ſeſ- 
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on. What was to be done inſtitute a committee of inquiry. 


vor if there was any of this treaſon: or conſpiracy lurking any 
where, all he ONE that it remained at this hour as un- 
liſcovered as at fixſt, when it was apprehended to be formed. 
Theſe aſſociations were formed, as it was ſaid. for the protection 
of perſons and property againſt republicans and levellers; and 
what were they about to do, and what in fact had they been 
ding ?. Firſt of all to prevent the circulation of Mr. Paine's 
book, and the Jockey Club, and to bring to puniſhment the 
üſtributors of theſe publications, works which had for many 
nonths been ſpread all over the country, by the connivance, as 
he might ſay, of his Majeſty's Miniſters; and this too when one 


of thoſe very Miniſters had an opportunity of reflecting on the 


inpropriety of ſuch publications, who had himſelf formerly in- 
tulged a diſpoſition not to treat the high powers of this country 


with that reſpect which was due, and had no doubt repented of 


that temper and thoroughly changed his temper. What care I 
for the king's birth-day—what..is the king's birth-day to me— 


or ſome other coarſe. expreſſion, had, he believed, been uttered 
by a noble Duke ſome time ſince, but his Grace had altered his 


opinion in theſe particulars; but what then, was that any reaſon 
for apprehending any danger in the country? Was there to 
be any ſedition in the kingdom. on that account; what had ap- 


peared of late to juſtify. our dreadful apprehenſions ? He was not 


ure that Miniſters felt any alarm at the time that they were en- 
devouring to alarm the country, for how did the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer act? In the courſe of the ſummer he proceeded 
vith due ſolemnity to take the weight on himſelf of the labori- 
ous offce of Warden of the Cinque Ports, and he conducted 
himſelf in that ſituation in a manner as pleaſing to his hoſts as 
entertaining to his gueſts, and returned to town without any 
great apprehenſion of danger; but as the meeting of Parliament 
pproached, things became more and more alarming, until at 
hit the whole country was ſaid to be threatened with deſtruc- 
ton, The whole of this was a panic created by Miniſters for the 
purpoſe to which he had alluded before; this he felt no difficult 
i faying,, and he called on Miniſters to deny it; he was ſo w 
oonvinced of the trutk of it, that he would venture to affirm, 
that if all the magiſtrates appointed under the new: police bill 


nere to appear at the bar of that Houſe, they would not be able 


io give one inſtance of the exiſtence of that ſedition which Minit- 
ters had ſo often adverted to in calling upon the Houle to ſup- 


jort them.—All be requeſted of the Houſe was, that a com. 


nittce of inquiry 
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ſiid that ſuch committee was unneceſſary, that they themſelyes 


 vanced upon that topic ſome time ſinee, they were now ready to 


from accident or the deſign of the enemy. Indeed the thing 


to, believed every thing that was ſaid about it, and that of itſelf 
in proſe and verſe where nations had been miſled and had acted 
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had been deeeived upon the. ſubject, and that what they ad. 


retract. This, he ſaid, was due to the public, for the people of 
this country ought not to be practiſed upon by fraud; they were 
a generous and a brave people, and he believed that if this coun- 
try were to be invaded hy a foreign enemy, it would only in- 
creaſe our energy and ſtimulate our exertion, ' He muſt Were 
fore ſay, that, to accuſe them of ſeditious motives, was highly 
unjuſt, as well as indecent. This panic had already had a pre:t 
effect; and, indeed, it was much too general an impreſſion to 
proceed from real danger; a general panic was always created by | 
phantoms and imaginary evils, It had been always fo in the pa- 
nics of armies for inſtance; he believed that there was not once 
to be found in hiſtory an inftance in which the panic of an army 
had proceeded from real danger ; it had always' proceeded either 


bore evidence for itſelf; had the danger been real, there muſt hare 
been a difference of opinion as to the amount of it, for men 
would ſpeak = what they know, and while there was a dif- 
ference in the ſize and character of the underſtandings of men, 
there muſt be a difference in their opinions ; thoſe who believed 
any thing upon the tales of ſedition which he had before alluded 


proved its fallacy. There were numerous inſtances recorded both 
upon ſuch principles. There were many inſtances in which 2 
panic had been communicated by one claſs of men to the other, 
— Fic quiſque 9 01% WE 
Dat wires fame ; nulloque auctore malor rt 
JQuæ fingere, timent. Nec ſolum vulgis inan: 


Percuſſim terrore pavet : Sed curia, et 1þ/i 2 1 
Sedibus exiluere patres, inviſaque belli ' OY 
Con ſulibus fugiens mandat decreta ſenatsm. rde 
He had now diſmiſſed the two firſt parts of the ſubject, and Witt 
he therefore came to the queſtion, whether Miniſters had ſpread o diver 
thoſe alarms, for purpoſes which they did not avow; and he WWM:wliam, 
ſhould be forry indeed, if they could not explain this to the a- ws 2 0 
tisfaction of the public; it would be with great reluctance, that country 
he ſhould put that conſtruction upon their conduct, which led dis was 
to the affirmative of that propoſition ; but there had been ſuch der; ( 
encouragement given to reports of a certain nature, that he hardly WM ould t 
knew how to avoid faying, that theſe alarms were created for WWic\. c 
very dangerous purpoſes ; indeed, he could not refrain from ſay: I beauſe 
ing, that there appeared on the part of his Majeſty's _ lecauſe 
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ir, a defire to inflame the minds of the people to prepare them 


al- s go to war with France; ſecondly, an. inclination. to dwert 
to te public mind from the queſtion, of parliamentary reform, for 
: of e purpoſe of concealing the apoſtaſy of certain individuals, 
ere ho do not chooſe! to be put to the teſt, and tried by the public 
in- bon the ſtandard of their own profeſſions. As to the firſt of. 
in- theſe points, namely, that of inflaming of the minds of the peo- 
rc bie of this country, in order to prepare them for a, war with: . 
hly Fance, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he need only refer to the ſpeech of 
ret the Right Honourable ; Gentleman himſelf (Mr. Pitt), who 
1 to had ſaid, at an early ſtage of the diſcuſſion of that ſubject, that 
| by he believed the public rather reproached government for ger 
pa- nes, than blamed it for its promptitude in going to war. This: 
nce was a mode of beſpeaking the opinion of the public; and he 
my could not help ſaying it appeared to him, from that and other. 
her dings, that attempts were made, and ſome of them, he was ſorr7 
ing WW © gay, ſucceſsful ones, to inflame the public mind with regard 
ave to France, This opinion he entertained the ſtronger, when he 


nen reflected on what had been ſaid on the execution —or death—or' 
dif- WY murder, of the late King of France. It was well known by 
en, WW thoſe who brought that ſubject forward, how it would affect the 
wed HW keelings of Engliſhmen ; — revolted from it with horror; he 


knew they did, as he did himſelf; but calamitous as it was, yet 
cen that event was attended with one conſolation to us—. 
mmely, the opportunity it gave for the expreſſion of our feel- 
ing and humanity. He bal always, however, looked upon 
that event with grief, becauſe he ſaw the effect it was likely to 
produce; he ſaw that the cauſe of freedom itſelf was likely to 
ſulfer by it. He believed, that if that act of horror had been 
ſpared, from motives which he ſhould. not care what they were 
lad to be, they might be called either juſtice, honour, mercy, 

lumanity, magnanimity, or any ee er it- 


klf would have been the ſame; and tremendous evils would have 
| ken averted. Such was his opinion now, and ſuch it always 
been upon. that e „ 
and With regard to the other motive of Miniſters, namely, that 
real WW > diverting the attention of the public from the queſtion of 
| he parliamentary reform, he believed in his confcience that there 
. deſign of that nature entertained by Miniſters in this 
that country, and that even theſe had ſacceeded ſor a time; but all 
ſoch wer, God forbid they ſhould 1 God forbid that a brave nation 
a old be blinded for a long time by a few individuals, and that a 
1 for BM vhcle country ſhould' be falſe to, itſelf” and deſtitute of honour, 
ſay⸗ beczuſe an individual or two had betrayed' their character, and 
10 lecauſe a few perſons were intereſted in propagating falſe alarms. 
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5 __ the deception wis too coarſe in its nature to laſt for much 
engt 
| coldliacies, and treaſons. How ſtood facts upon this occaſion, 


of a parliamentary reform; but he had ſo elevated himſelf of 


a pe this'country.—He meant the Lord Mayor of London, who 
- pence a head, and where it was retailed to them by the glin- 


ſuch conduct was too ridiculous in his lordſhip to merit the at 
| tention of the Houſe. And yet coarſe and ridiculous as they 


aud they certainly did create a general impreſſion of fea, 
and ſtories upon falſe alarms in ſeveral parts of the kingdom, anc 


vere applauded for their prudence, and their various ſervants fo 


charged with treaſon.— whole was a miſerable fabrication 


bieds, bel 
Improper correſpondence with other powers, he truſted th 


that if government ſhould —_— 
not on his own part have the ſmalleſt objection to | 
every word in every letter he ever wrote upon the ſubſect of p. 


upon the ſtate of the country !—That as not to be expectel, 


h of time, and the reports were too ridiculous about plot, 


A noble Duke (the Duke of Richmond) had fotmerly been « 


* 


opinion that there was nothing to be ſeen but danger for want 


late upon fortifications of his own creating, and 'availed himſel 
of his great power of difcernment, that he was now able to di. 
cover plots, conſpiracies, and treaſons, under the thought of a par 
liamentary reform, or under any reform.—A' great municipi 
officer too, had made a difcovery exceedin beneficial to the peo- 


found out that there was, at the King's Arms in Cornhill,; 
debating ſociety, where principles of the moſt dangerous ten- 
dency were propagated, where people went te buy treaſon at ſu- 


- hes bo an inch of candle, and five minutes, to be meaſured 
by a glaſs, were allowed to each traitor to perform I gs 
overturning the ſtate. Such thoughts were too childiſh, and 


ments 


no do 
were, theſe things had their effect with the public for a time, 
Here Mr. Sheridan entered into a I of many circunſtance 


particularly the Tower; firſt, when the alarm began; carts, wax: 
ons, coaches, were ſaid to arrive daily and hourly at the Tower, 
with traitors from different parts of the iſland; and Minif 

their activity in the ſervice of the ſtate. Not one word of truth in 
the whole caſe—not a being brought to the Tower not a being 


to deceive the credulous. Suſpicion, indeed, had been enter 
tained ; and he believed that many letters had been ſtopped 2 
the poſt-office, and he had no doubt that many of his welt 
among the number. He ſaid he did not with to talk of bimſcl 
but as fo much had been faid upon the ſabje& of correſpondence 
with foreign powers, and as hints were thrown out in var 
channels under the direction and encouragement of 'Miniſte! 
that he, and others with whom he agreed on public ſubjects 
Houſe would excuſe him for adverting to himſelf, and fein 
vor W while, he (hou! 
ed of 
in 
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8 ltics, . This he did to gefute at onoe all the n 
nick ben been ſpread upon that; ſubject. He had not the leaſt. dou 
lon, WY but that he might ſafely ſay the ſame thing of others who bad 
1 — bern ſlandered in ny; There was a paper drawn up 
en of by him, which he had no diff rann lad 
want 0 avow every: where, and on any occaſion, and this he ſaid in 
| order that it might be underſtood that no N of miſ⸗ 
mſel oonſtruction ſhould deter him from ſaying he wiſhed it to he 
» 0 WH publiſhed—he- was confident. it was not repugnant to the prin- 
ciples of juſtice and humanity. .- This related to the ſuhject of 
the trial of the late King of France. He ſaid this in hopes of | 
defeating the purpoſes of thoſe who were ſo malicious as to in- 
ſinuate, from the moſt unworthy. matives, that there exiſted a 
faction in this — 2 enemies. He could 
ae wiſhed that there ſhould not have been any Panos for 
(+ WY -bis declaring, that he abhorred the principle of the decree. of | 
lim. National vention of France of the Igth of November. bs 
fared eee deterred him from having written 1 4 ? 
it in ments upon ſ. jecto Nothing, he hoped, would deter 
Miniſters from -publiſhing them at ſome future day, as there was 
en. no doubt but that they had kept copies of thera, and various 
aber things, at the poſt-office. . ahh 
ime He then came to take notice of the mannet..in which govern- 
tent had proceeded to create the alarm to which he had alluded. 
men I hey had adyertifed Mr. John Froſt and Captain Perry,— Ih 
aul public were to look upon theſe two gentlemen as traitors, One 
hundred pounds each was to be given for. apprehending them. 
ver One of them, Mr. | Froſt, was at this hour in W 
under bail, and ready for his trial, if he. is to be tried: and the 
su ther was charged with only having printed in the Argus what 
the Chanoellor of the Exchequer had himſelf delivered in a 
eig eech upon the ſubject of parliamentary reform. He ſad 
he ſhould not have mentioned theſe things, but to prove that 
iter eat pains had been taken to carry on a ſyſtem, of deluſion. 
d here was another fact, which was too extraordinary to be 
wel omitted. A ſtory had been.trumped up, that there was a plan 
ell {or taking of the Tower by the French; after which, the whole 
ena of our conſtitution was to de overturned: after which the whole 


ol the royal family were to bo murdered; At the head of chis 
en plot was to be that moſt execrable character, Marat, 
bei om the French would bave done, well long ago to hava t- 


moved, and which they would have been able to accompliſh, had 


in ey not joined 0 him Roberſpiere, and others wf 4 diflerant 
- — This fiction 2 e for . told that 
hin ere were certain people in pay trench, for the-purpdie 
Fo. 0 anon alto penghle n. 
5 N | an 
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- and ettenpts:ba been mude to-poiſon the News River. Then been 
0 vas no doubt but. that theſe things appeared now to be too rid. any C 
culous to be believed and yet 8 eredit to them, info. due 
| mich that the proprietors of the New River were obliged t they 
| advertiſe in all the;newſpapers che falſehood: of that report. Wa aked, 
| 1 — no hardſhip, , or did it not ſhew'a ſhameful diſpoſition to 6 ing 
1 nh the public, and to work up the public of this coun. « no 

try into againſt the French? In farther confirmation of this « for 

he referred 12 Houſe to the groſs chumfy calumny of the yar;- partic! 

dus e oe" which were publiſhed from 2 to day under the den, 1 
authority of adminiſtration,” where every thing that: onged to a parli 

the F ole was abuſed without merey — this the French were fon V 

given to underſtand, for many —_—_ that our court was at fociety 

enmity with them.-—— This alſo was part of the ſyſtem of delu- meefir 

ſion which had been practiſed,” in to bring about a rup- meet: 

| ture between the two countries. There was one paper in parti. 80 
| cular, ſaid to be the property of members of that Houle, and pub- or wh 
| liſhed and conducted under their immediate direction, which had harml 
1 P be hi, 
N 35 4 170 thing 

- r alem quis dicere fal am > 

po Vl etiam cæcos * — 6: o_ 

Sæpe monet fraudem et operta tumeſc, ere bella. houſe 

 oape , que cf opert | things, 

But it was on the authority of government alone that he ref He 

upon when he made theſe obſervations; there were many other neral : 
authorities on the iy — _ deluſion.” An inſurrection wa 200 c: 

faid'to be planned b ing the ſoldiers, and this turned out of wh 
to be the ſum of — for porter in Edinburgh, and N only | 

for which aſterwards the E made an apology. Now what Man, 
the —_ money might be in that country he could not eral i 

tell, bu was very clear, the effect it produced was nothing felling 

but laughter. He hom alluded to the burning of Mr. Dunds Club, 
in 199 by the people of Scotland, from feeling, and contraſted Attorn 
ith burning Mr. Paine in e by command, and made by int 

ſeveral obſervations on the cauſe of He then detailed the night, 
ridiculous accounts of pretended inſurrections at Dundee and Lords 
other parts of the north, and alſo at Saliſbury, Shields, and of Mr. 
other places, and maintained that ere was not the leaſt proof cales, { 
of diſcontent in the public mind, or difaffetion'to government that H 
. 2 an one of theſe, but that the whole aroſe from other cauſes. immed 
things entitled him to ſay: that there was ground for f bill—: 
_ into 1 ſubject, and that an i - ought to take muſt { 
ner ſet the publie mind at reſt upon lache topics. Miniſt 
Lie next took notice of the effeft of the ſyſtem of deluſion in Wy could 
the metropolis, and the hardſhips under which many ae they d 


3 conſequence of * Hyllem; where _— — 


O's, 

her deen told by different magiſtrates of the effect of thait ſuffering 
vidi. any converſation upon litics in their houſes; that if they con— 
inſo. ducted themſelves in the leaſt degree diſpleaſing to the court, 
d to they ſhould: loſe their licences 5 and ſtill further, they Were 
Wu aked, what 1 took in. Do you take in the Morne 

n to « ing Chronicle or oft ?!? - Yes, Sir. Take care there is 
dun. « no ſedition in it, for if there is, you are liable to puniſſiment 
this « for diſtributing it to your cuſtomers,” There was one very 
vari- particular eaſe in this reſpect.— The Unicorn in Covent-Gar- 
the den, where a ſociety had long met to diſcuſs the propriety of 
d to z parliamentary 'reform. | The landiord was ſent for to Sir Samp- 
were ſon Wright; the man appeared, and explained the nature of the 

a8 at ſociety, Sir Sampſon: pw 8 ſaid it was perfectly a harmleſs 
clu- meeting in (itſelf, but adviſed him not to ſuffer! the ſociety to 
ſup: meet again, becauſe it might give offence to the higher powers. 
artt- —$0 bo a man was not to have a newſpaper which he liked, 
ud. or which his cuſtomers might infiſt upon ſeeiug, nor was a 


harmleſs ſociety to be held, becauſe it might be diſagreeable to 
the higher powers. He was given to underſtand alſo that mw 
thing that had paſſed in his houſe for months was perfectly well 
known to the magiſtrates, as well as that of every other public- 
houſe; for that they had agents to take notice of all theſe 
things. 3 EC + Wd do Mons þ ART 3 7 

He then took notice of the expreſſion of the Ge- 
neral at the opening of this ſeſſion of Parliament, of his having 


* 


was 00 caſes to bring forward ſor proſecution only; a very few 
out of whom had been at all brought forward, and many of thoſe 
and only bookſellers for ſelling, in the way of trade, the Rights of 
hat Man, omitting all the parts: objected to by the Attorney Ge- 
not neral in the trial of Mr. Paine, the author of the book, and for 
ing ſelling Mr. Paine's Addreſs to the Addreſſers, and the ;Fockey 
das Club. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had 200 caſes to ſubmit to the 


Attorney General, and to that Houſe; of real hardthip ſuſtained 
by innocent individuals, and which he ſhould have ſtated this 


of Mr. Haſtings, fo as not to allow him time to collect theſe. 


ent that Houſe,” The general outline of Which, however, he gave 
es, immediately; many of them aroſe out of the ſpirit of the Alien 
r Bil —a bill in its nature oppreſſive a bill; the exerciſe of which 
ke muſt ſoon - incapacitate- for ever any man from being a p | 
q Miniſter of a free country. It was impoſſible that Miner 


could know the proper objects in all caſes to be ſent away, and it 
they did not æ nb of any, they became conftraincd to fend ſome 
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night, but that the accidental and unexpected — oß the 
Lords had called for ſo much of his time laſt on the trial 


cles, but which might be hereafter. attended to and diſcuſſed in 
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away to ſave appearances, and to keep themſelves in, countenance, { 
This reflection led him to take notice of the practice of ereg. : 
ing barracks all over this kingdom, alſo part of the fame ſyſtem, 
pot . CCC ; 
The next point which came to be noticed was the mode 
adopted on the part of the Treaſury, ſor finding out perſons who 
diſtribute ſeditious books. This was done by means of a circular 
letter all over the country, from Meſſrs. Chamberlaine and 
White, Solicitors to the Treaſury, to various attornies, employ. 
ing them as agents in this buſineſs, This, Mr.“ Sheridan ob. 
ſerved, was to the laſt degree dangerous ; beeauſe it went to the | 
effect of plaging in a ſituation to be tempted, a ſet of men not 
highly diſtinguiſhed for ſuperior morality, and of making them 
derive emolument from the - litigation which themſelves, not 
their clients, were to create. The books chiefly to be noticed 
were, as he had ſaid before, the works of Mr, Paine and the 
Jockey Club: he had no occaſion to ſay any thing of thele | 
books; but neither theſe, nor any other books, could ſpeak more 
freely on the neceſſity of a Parliamentary Reform than the 
ſpeeches of the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Duke of 
Richmond; or more groſsly againſt Kings, than the Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Burke) had ſpoken upon former occaſions. 
Here Mr. Sheridan recited the proceedings of the T hatched Houſe 
Tavern, when the Chancellor of the uer and the Duke | 
of Richmond, together with John Horne Toake, and other | 
friends, aſſociated for the purpoſe of procuring a Parliamentary 
Reform, and alſo; Mr. Burke's: ſpeech upon his reform bill 
Kings are naturally fond of low company, &e, Mr. Sheridan 
made many comments on theſe ſpeeches, and obſerved, that it 
was extremely hard and unjuſt for Miniſters to proſęcute poot 
people, and to deprive them of the common comforts of life, ſor 
publiſhing what themſelves had formerly approved, but what 
they now found convenient to abandon. I. Ji e . 
He then took natice of the principles of the Society, of which 
Mr. Reeves was the leader, and of all others formed upon that 
plan. Theſe ſocieties were deſcribed by Mr. Law, in the letter entlen 
which he publiſhed on the 24th of January lait, in the Morning 1 
Chronicle, ſtating his reaſons for withdrawing from that ſociety; e ol its 
and ſtating, amongſt other things, that they proceeded againſt it. 
Republicans and Levellers upon private anonymaus letters -n! our 
thing, he ſaid, could be more infamous than ſuch ia principle. fine 
He next came to Doctor Tatham's letter to Dr. Prieſtley; ac- "5 f 
cuſing him in: the molt groſs and unfounded-manney with-wiſh- ary day 
ing to ſee the fame, fate to our family as: that af he _ 1 
8 Fats 7 X | 8 TR eln 


oteftion of Jaw to which the very worſt citizen is entitled in 


took notice of the diſgraceful riots at Bir · 


al the money ordered by, verdicts gf Juries upon trials for 


but that they would give an account of the behaviour and con- 
rerſation of &ery republican they might happen to know or heat 
. All this was infamous, but it was the effect of the panic hg 
hal ſo frequently alluded to; it was owing to that panic that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer objected the other day to the 
raging een of the 4p is from the 1 
of Nottingham, ſtating the neceſſity of a parliamentary reform. 
petition not balf fo chjeQionable asthe Cheſter petition, which 
had been received. It was owing to that panic that a Right 


bs auditors, . For now really the taſte of his mind, and the cha- 
der of ee was altered. It was owing to that 
panic that another Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Wind- 
han) had brought his mind to approve what his heart had tor 
fears before abhorred-—he meant the erection of barracks, It 


hd opinion of him. It was owing to that panic that a noble 


learned Lord (Loughborough) in the other Houſe, had 
men his diſintereſted ſupport to government, and had actually 


Kcepted of the ſeals of an adminiſtration he had uniformly re- 
robated from its commencement. If that noble and learned 


atleman—that of ſupporting an Adminiſtration becauſe he, 
Su it a bad one, he wiſhed to know what his'opinion muſt 
e of its pr ſince he went ſo far as to accept an'office uns. 
IR. 


onourable Gentleman to whom he had alluded before had 


1 


e 


nages ſuſtained by theſe riots. But even this was exceeded” by 
chat had taken place in Cambridge, for, to ſuch a pitch of in- 
ſlent injuſtice had the ſyſtem of political oppreſſion been carried 
zzinſt publicans, that they were compelled to take an oath that 
ticy not only would not ſuffer political diſputes in their houſes, 
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, and this purely on account of his political aa 
mingham pms 


- 


Honourable Gentleman. (Mr. Burke) did not of late ſpeak with 
te eloquence with which he uſed to command the admiration of 


1s owing to that panic that the Right Honourable Gentleman 
bac 2 upon himſelf to ſupport a Miniſter, becauſe he had | 


Lod judged from the fame principle of the Right Honourable 


ut above all, it was owing to that panic that the ne 5 


fine taſte entirely, and had become the ſlave of the moſt rĩidi- 
ous pantomimie trick and contemptible juggling - ſuch arg. 
ry daggers and knives to aſſiſt him in efforts of deſetiption. - 


vas to this panic alſo that the milk of the Chriſtian'religion, | 


* 


„hne conſpiracy; and contraſted: it With that of -Minifters 


van f n the preſent-occaſion, Cicero came boldly. forward with a di- 


& and preciſe charge, naming the whole members of the con- 


nn ey: Miniſters, onthe other hand, had ſheltered themlelve 
nce, aer the general and indefinite term, * notoriety,” without ad- 


jvcing a ſingle proof; -whereas truth always ſpeaks out fairly; — 
e charged Miniſters with having given. countenance; to 2 ſpe- 
e Pet s of inquiſition of a moſt dangerous and tyrannical tendency. 
at thi ow many unjuſt and injurious calumnies had been thrown out 
ſociet ninſt his Right Honourable Friend ( Mr. Fox), whoſe character 
ol in no need of any eulogium from him, but it was ſo exac 

was 


hat he would gladly have rummaged many a dunghill for it; in- 


urable 

ncipk cad of that, however, he had found it in a delightful garden. 
II the He then read a paragraph from a ſpeech of Mr. Burke's, con- 
ſociet ining a high panegyric-on Mr. Fox.) Mr. . Lambton proceeded 
inſt take notice of the elubs which had been ſo much-ſpoken:of at 
Friend Derby, where no great number of perſons, and og Sayings 
rpoſe ther object in view than the ym Reform in Parliament, 
t wi had been magnified into 1 500 Republicans and Levellers; and 


n tha thoſe at Cromer and Norwich, which were equally innocent. 


eh he illegal and dar ſpirit. of inquiſition which 
ame nd to the illegal an igerous ſpirit of inqu NW 

hl Wnarker! their proceedings; and he read n ſubject part 

ner Hf Mr. Law's letter, to whom his thanks were due for the 


e ſup honourable and proper part he had acted. He was perſuaded, 


Id be 
efſer 
muff 
ruth] 
ed 


conſpiracies or inſurrections about which ſo great an alarm had 
ken induſtriouſly created, otherwiſe they would boldly and 
imly have taken the neceſſary Reps for the fafety of the coun- 
and the protection of the public peace, in ſuch a.conjuncture, 
vuſting to ſecure themſelves by a bill of indemnity ; but then in- 
led they muſt. have come forward with ſome ſort of proof. It 
om peared to him that Miniſters had two objects in view by the 
pelent alarm; one wus, to get rid of a Reform in Parliament, 
coo”! confounding with levellers all thoſe who. profeſſed to wiſni for 
che other, to reconcile the people of this country to a war 


an th France. He would warmly ſecond the motion of his Right 


curable Friend, which appeared to him highly proper and 


lic Cf. f, œ .. , rt tt 
of) Mr. WINDHAM ſaid, that the Honourable Gentleman who 


e the motion had gone through an infinite variety.of inatter, 
Ane i great part of which it would be unneceſſary for him to follow 
0 td lm; and he would endeavour to give as much method as poſſible 


| ' | | 
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ndithereby\to have totally confaundedithe. unbo- 
ing few. He. alluded to the conduct of Cicero with, reſpect = 
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ind ſo well delineated in the paſſage which he was about to ? 
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He next alluded to the aſſociation at the Crown and Anchor, 


he ſaid, that Miniſters had no proof of the exiſtence of any of the 
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120 * ARLIAMENTARY: | Con Ma 
to What he meant to ſay, The queſtion had been entirely n; cond 
ſtated; no plots or inſurrections, in the ſenſe: affixed by | Attac 
Honourable Gentleman to theſe terms, had ever been (id; in F 
have exiſted; but only ſeditious practices and meetings, tend ineſ 
ing to produce ſuch plots and inſurrections, and opinions ay in ſu 
publications of a moſt dangerous tendency had been circultſ) verte 
with a degree of induſtry never known -- The firſt idea theſe 


an inſurrection was to be found in the proclamation for drayin ando 


out the militia, on which ſubject there had already been a fu try, | 
diſcuſſion in the Houſe; it had not been ſaid that theſe infyr undet 
rections were for the purpoſe of overthrowing the conſtituto ment: 
but it had been ſtated, that the inſurrections, fuch as they were deſtru 
ſatisfied the letter of the act of Parliament, and that the genen been 
ſtate of the country ſatisfied the ſpirit of it; ſo that both tale (be le 
together juſtified the ſummoning Parliament, and calling out Club, 
militia; there was therefore, in this caſe, no pretext, nothing by which 
what was fair and open : when therefore, the Honourable Ga thoſe 
tleman calls for proof of inſurrections, in the ſenſe which me 
da mentioned, he is aſking for evidence of what was never Probat 
ſerted; he could at leaſt fay for himſelf, that he had never ſpok he tho 
of the exiſtence of any ſuch inſurrections. The ſame is the ci lic tor 
too with reſpect to . On this point, the faQts ſtated we were ( 
chiefly theſe, that the whole country teemed with publicatiaui¶ ſuppoi 
never _—_ circulated: to ſuch mah. or png ſug miniſt 
ſtrong objectionable expreſſions. To prove a thing of t u pe 
kind would be abſurd; as well might he aſk the 3 might 
Gentleman to bring proof that there is ſuch a man in the wo elf cal 
1 General Dumourier; by attempting to prove ſuch facis i the pre 
detail, he would weaken the evidence of their exiſtence, inſt; in vigi 


of adding ſtrength to the conviction otherwiſe: brought home 
the mind of every individual. Here there are two facts, the ei 
iſtence of ſuch publications, and the induſtry employed in ci 
Jating them; and they are both of ſuch public notoriety, that! 
attempt to prove them would be both uſeleſs and ill- judged. 
Mr. Windham faid, that alarm was ſurely a prima fact es 
dence of danger; and the Honourable Gentleman who ma 
che motion had acknowledged that an alarm exiſted:;—he wou 
not aſſert to himſelf, however, ſo great a merit as had been 
Cribed to him, that of having alarmed his country to a ſenſe 
its danger und its duty; Miniſters would certainl acquitie 
from having created the alarm, for it undoubtedly exiſted in N 
vember, and the firſt ſtep on their part, which could be alley 
to give any countenance to it, was the proclamation for the met 
ing of Parliament. The Aſſociation at the Crown and An 
was the firſt thing which, in his opinion, had tended to rep" 
this alarm; and he paid high compliments to the character 


'Oncety( 
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condut of Mrs Reeves, ich he thought had been undeſervedl 
attacked: When he joined the late events morn 
in France with what he himſelf had obſerved in this-country, an 
ineſiſtible conviction of. dangor was t home to his mind: 
in ſuch a caſe he thought it idle to talk of proof. He then ad- 
verted to the maſſacres at Paris of the 2d and 3d of September : 
theſe, he ſaid, were entirely rr 
and ought to teach us the danger French prin in this coun- 
how ſmall ſoever the number of ke * hold them, or 
under: Co pretence they may be diſſeminated. A 
mentary reform, on che -principles — Mr. Paine, would be th 
dftruQtion of the conſtitution. As to theobſervations which had 
been made by the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. — on 
the letter which he had ſigned, reſigning his place 
Club, he was no doubt happy in adopting a on urge that ee king 
which he did from the ĩmpreſſion of duty, that he was joined by 
thoſe reſpectable friends ho had ſigned it along with him, at the 
fame time he would have done it if he had ſtood alone: he re- 


probated-any idea of his canvaſſing for ſubſeriptions to it, but ſaid * | 
he thought it perfectly right that it ſhould have been allowed to 


le for ſubſcriptions, as ĩt was underſtood that ſeveral gentlemen 
were —— it. He ſaid he had been ted in 
ſuppoſing that he 
miniſtration, becauſe he diſapproved of their conduct; but th 

was perhaps one of the ——— — — 
might rather throw over it an air of myſtery: he conceived him- 


ſelt called upon by duty to ſupport the executive government in 


the preſent eircumſtances: we ought not, he thought, to relax 


in vigilance, for however the oonduct of the Jacobins in this 
country might; be changed, their principle ſtill remain the ſame, 


not leſs dangerous for being concealed; when they had ſucceeded 
in kindling an alarm they hidecaſed-from their work, hut like live 
embers, it not totally extinguiſhed; they might break out afreſh 
into a greater flame than ever; In his opinion, no evidence could 


be brought that would ſtrengthey the convidiow;. anti he would | 


thcrefore oppoſeithe- motion: 


Mr. MARTIN ſaid be offs „ebnet which "i a 


hoped would be reckoned a pardonable one, tliat of being hurt at 


being ill thought of. He had joined the aſſociation of the Friends 
«the People, but he hoped it would not be undlerſtood that he 


conceived himſelſ a friend to the lower order of the people only. 
With the permiſſion of the Houſe, he would wiſh to explain 
how he became a member of that rn 7 and how far he 


meant to go. Here he was ſtopped by the er ſtated 
the irregularil ene een er nr 


70 Vol. II.. 411 Q F | The 


declared he would ſupport the angel | 
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208 PARLIAMENTARY: Comm, 
The LORD MAYOR: hoped. for the indulgence of the 


Houſe in ſtating to them ſome facts. Placed in a reſponſible ſitu- 1900 
ation as a magiſtrate, his duty led him to watch the proceedings Mr 
of the Jacobin Clubs, &c. in this city. Soon after the proclz- dehin 
mation in May, he found they had conſiderably decreaſed; but, of it, 
on the ſucceſs of the French arms, he found'theſe ſocieties re- woult 
newed with great augmentation of members and increaſed acti- Hon. 
vity. With regard to the Aſſociation under the title of the refled 
Friends of the People; he was ready to admit; that, both from | for ta 
the character and reſpectability of its members, from its declared now { 
purpoſe, and the ſentiments it has publicly profeſſed, it was placed of the 
on a very different footing from any of the othets. But the miſ- inſurre 
fortune was; that other ſocieties, while giving out as their obje& edly a 
a Reform in Parliament, were ſecretly p ating French prin- now 
 Ciples; and circulating Paine's books, which were even found in the 
placed in the hands where the poorer people drink, what is called had ev 
Saloop at an early hour in tie morning. He would mention what out by 
- Nie:condultclind: been with regard to anonymous informations and in 
which he had received : he had uniformly ſent for the perſons ac- even t; 
cuſed, had mentioned what had been ſtated againſt them, and had ſpecific 
adviſed them to be careful of their conduct in future. Theſe ſo- now gi 
cieties had gone fo far as to talk of no King, to declare that Par- altoget 
6 liament is too corrupt to give room for expecting from that quar- niſtrati 
| ter any reform or redreſs of. abuſes, and to ſpeak of a Convention and ary 
as indiſpenſably neceſſary. No ſooner was he ſeated in the may- | ſupport 
oralty chair, but he found himſelf. called upon for exertion to to have 
ſupport the peace of the city, and to put the country on ther tained 
guard. Gentlemen had ſaid that the Lord Mayor had been that hi 
brought down to diſperſe a parcel of ſixpenny debaters ; he would micht 
beg leave to give an account of this buſineſs: the fact was, that leemed⸗ 
the Gentleman in the Chair had ſaid that he was a Republican, I it, he 
and that as to the Tree of Liberty, he was ſorry we were not ſo that thi 
far forward. After all, however, he had taken the mildeſt and be given 
leaſt exeeptionable method of diſperſing them, by perſuading the quiet tc 
Keeper .of the houſe that he ought not to receive people of that Tower, 
deſcription into it. The laſt proclamation had-had-a ſurpriſing of the p 
effect even in the courſe of forty-eight houts; and the cit requiſiti 
zens of London had approached the Throne to teſtify ther Clubs a 
loyalty, and expreſs their approbation of the meaſures of goyern- had bee 
ment. It Was ſtill however neceſſary to be extremely watchful, with ret 
as he had occaſion to know that the determination of theſe aſſo- his own 
ciators to accompliſh their wicked deſigns was wnſhaken/and per- more je 
ſevering, mough for. the; preſent, in ſome degree checked. In nd aſſo, 
point oi numbers they had increaſed goo! in one week, from th: WW vbſtinar, 
14th to the 18th of November; afterwards. they had decreaſe? | readily « 
ATV 1 . 5 | in . 
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. ende, conchde in olige his alone ofthe | 


motion. 


FOX fad, that rom the eech. of his Honourable Friend 


dehind him (Mr. Windham), at leaſt till towards the concluſion 


of it, he had heped for a ſpeedy determination of the debate: He 


would not ſay, that he was not much intereſted in the fate of his 


Hon. Friend's motion, but his anxiety was muy leſſened from the 
election; that great part of its object had been already obtained 
for to have drawn. from his Honourable Friend (Mr. Windham), 
now lo ſtrenuous a ſupporter of, and ſo much in the confidence 
of the miniſter, a total diſavowal of all thoſe ſuppoſed plots and 
inſurrections by which the late alarm had exiſted, is undoubt- 
edly a great point gained. That Honourable Friend of his had 
now expreſaly acknowledged, that no inſurrections or plots, 
in the ſenſe ineant by his Honourable Friend (Mr! Sheridan) 
had ever exiſted ;//but; does this agree with what has been held 
out by Mimiſters? Nos plots and inſurrections of different kinds, 
and in: different places, have been held forth; a conſpiracy was 
even talked of for taking poſſeſſion of the Tower, and the time 
ſpecifed when it was td have taken place. All this} however, is 
| now given up. His Honourahle Friend ſeems fond of reaſoning 
altogether. in ral, and, in his ſuppoft of the preſent Admi- 
niſtration, re the prudent plan of giving up both fact 
and argument; for he could otherwiſe. give them nd conſiſtent 
ſupport. He complains of being miſrepreſented when he is ſtated 
to have ſaid that he gave Miaidters iſters his ſupport; becauſe he enter- 
tained a bad opinion of them; but he did unqueſtionably ſay, 
that his obligation to ſtrengthen the executive government 
might become, on that account, the more binding. There 
emed, therefore; little ground to complain of miſrepreſentation. 
ls it, however, ſaid Mr. Fox, or can it be deemed unreaſonable 
that the denial now given by the Honourable Gentleman Rall 
be given formally. by the: Houſe, that they ſhall give a vote of 
quiet to the minds of the people: This the fortifications of the 
Tower, and other circumſtances calculated: to impreſs the minds 
of the people xy ith ſetious alarm, rendered the more indiſpenſably 


tequiſite. Mr. Fox next adverted to what had been ſaid of the 


Clubs at Cromar; and if his Honourable Friend (Mr. Windham) 
had been ſo much miſinformed, as he had undoubtedly: been, 


ith reſpect to hat happened in a village within two miles f 


bis own houſe, he would have hoped it might have led him to be 
more jealous of the information he received as to other clubs 
and aſſociations. Mr. Fox ſaid that he and his friends were not 
obltinate infidels 3 they deſired only to be oo, inced, and would 
radily alter their opinion if they law any reaſohable-evidence to 
e : n induce 
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Friend, that no pretext. had been held forth by 5 
ilitia, Ai br 


Sl | 


to the peace and character of individuals, in ho 
_ faid it was 


he did, and oi denke pe — ſome degree 
extent of the fupport which ſhould: he given at th time to the 


executive government. acted, he knewy'on the moſt ho- 


— 181 


had been ſaid b 


126 
induce them ſo to ae e eee 


juſtify the preckmations for calling: out the m 

meeting of Parliament, but that they had fairly. and 
ſtated the fact; he muſt beg leave io obſerve,-that a true 
may frequently be uſed as 2 falſe pretext; and here, by the Hon. 
Gentleman s own account of the matter, tlie inſurrections ſa- 


tisſied at moſt but the letter of the law; while a: cauſe totally 
different, and unconnected either with theſe inſurre 


tions or 


within the purview of the act of rn was recurreũ to in 


dider to ſatisſy the ſpirit of the act. 

Mr. | Fox. now adverteil to the of Mr. Reese 
Aſſociation in receiving i anonymous informations, 
and tranſmitting them to government: Which he reprobated in 
the ſtrongeſt and | moſt einphatical ' tetms; as deſtructive both 


nocent, and totally ſubverſive of every principle 
reſpect to the pee circumſtances of — — „Mr. Fox 
true that many of thoſe friends vrhom he 
highly reſpected and with whom he bad long been actuſtomel 
to think and act, entertained a much degree of alarm than 
as to the 


nourable ptineiples; and be had the ſmtisfactiom alſo to know 
that that t 
has made no di 


ference whatever im the great ling of their poli- 


Aer les; in their difapprobation both of the general | 
preſent adminiſtration,” atd of the way by which 


hey 1 into office, He faid da Argue Oe ion 
— oem: 


1 
any geen dg partcola Ae 


liſuman, and others; which d deem 23 — 
ead alarm and diſtreſs Over the face of the country. Was 
it to be held an inſolent expedient of to tell the pub- 


lic that trraſons and conſpiracies exifted, and neither to proſecute 


nor endeavour to diſcover the conſpirators and traitors ? He and 
N de ſuppoſed to ſpeak as if they felt galled upon 
the ſubject. He owhed he did ſpeak with ſome ſuch feeling, be- 
cauſe he knew it had been confidently ſaid that letters been 
. him and his friends, to perſons in France, of dan- 
gerous tendenay, and that it was only owing'to the lenity of Mi- 
Ham ers that they were not produced. If Miniſters: "AT in 


. r them to the proof. But 
cold it war an mr _—_ = 
© opened 


ty mg top | 


diſagreement in opinion on the preſent occa- 


_ an 
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opened 
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rpened at the Porl-Office.” To chat he ſhotld anſer; the hawk! 
e in opening them at the Poſt- Office: It did however 
f happen, thatfor; "He believed, more than two years, he had not 
11d occaſion to write à Tingle jetter to France, except one to an 
Engliſh Frierid (Lord Ladqerdale) when at Paris. Again he 
could be told, that ke Tall ſeen Frenchmen in this country, that 
he had ſeen the French Miniſter. He had ſeen Frenchmen here, 
ind had ſeen the French Miniſter, but be had yet to learn 


thit it was amy erime for him or any gentleman to ſee the Mi- 


ziſter ſent to our Court from an . He knew of no la 
by which Members of Parſiame! like Senators of Venice, were 
prohibited from even converſing with the Miniſters of oreign. ' 
States. Was it not a ſituation of the country; horrible to relate. 
that men's corteſpondence and converſation were to be pried into 
vnn ſuch inquiſitorial jealonſy, as to make it dangerous for them 
o commit their thoughts to paper, or to converie with a ſtran- 
gers but in preſenee f a third perſon Let the Houſe do away 
al theſe ſuſpicions and rumours b an honeſt inquiry, and re- 
ſore the publie tb that freedom and cotifiderice; both of writing 
ind ſpecek, Wicht it was the plide of our conflitution to beſtow,” * 
nd whieh became the frank and open character of a free 

The Right Honourable Gentleman had faid, that theſe” plotrere' 
wiinſt the conſtitution were only quiet like A Hang of ye. 
ieakers, uche had diſturbed the family, watching 

tunity to repeat the attempt. What would be the condudt 2 
1e Honourable' Gentleman if he were really alarmed by 
houſe-breakers? Would he make no inquiry to difcover' the 
955 and thereby prevent them from repeatm the attempt? 


r would he "adopt the ſpirit of a bill once pfopeſed in that 


* 


Houſe, in conſequence of numerous burglaries, of Which fes. 
were ſuſpected to be the perpetrators ? The tenor of this bill 
ws, any Jew or ſuſpectod perſon that ſhall be ſeen look 
down an area; Gut TV. Death. If the Houſe refuſed to ag 
quire into the grounds of the ſuſpicions | to which they had 
the ſanCtion of their belief, they put every perſon upon WI 
ſoſpieion fell into almoſt as bad a lon ation as the ſuf 
lons under ſuch a bill! A'crreuniftance reſpecting the ; 
ſome gentlemen from the Whig Club had been alluded £6 
_ he could have wiſhed had not been mentioned in Hae - 
place, ' The Right Honourable ' Gentleman faid he had-can- 
"afled for no perions' to ſoiu Him in that ſeceſſion; but nn not 
the very mode in which he had done it N e Na 

He was ſure that" the Ris he H6nout ble G en wes his. 
ſend, becauſe be told im ſo; he knen that he was the friend 
# the” Right Honourable Gentlman-—tuit” UPI tho Ale 
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proofs but the circumſtance. juſt mentioned, and the publication 
connected with-it, he ſhoutd not be ſo e echo dige hope 
that any friendſhip exiſted between them. His Right Honour- 
ahle Friend, whom he never ſuſpected of intending to ſupport | 
:mniſtration in any other mode than that which he profeſſed, 
was perhaps raiſing a fort of independent corps; and ſome might 
perhaps be induced to join it, preferring that mode of quitting 
their old friends to a more open defertion. But his Right Ho- 
nourable Friend would recolle& that theſe independent compa. | 
nies, when once raiſed, were always incorporated with the repu- 
lar battalions. The operation of fear was not eaſily calculated, 
when they ſaw already that it had made one man Chancellor 
To his Right Honourable Friend it had produced only reputation. 
e was now extolled as one of the very firſt men in the country, 
not for thoſe. virtues and abilities that well entitled him to the 
rank, . BY his quick ſenſe of alarm, and his preſeverance in diſ- 
may. en fear could thus confer both profit and reputation, 
there was no ſaying; to what man might aſpire by this glorious | 
kind of, magnanimous timidity. He concluded with declaring 
that he way Nl incredulous, and ſhould vote for inquiry, which 
was neyer more K than when the ſituation of the count 
was apprehended to be dangerous. „„ 
Mr. WIN DIHAM in explanation faid, he had ſtated the in- 
ſurrections, however they might juſtify the conduct of the M. 
niſters, were not on the ground of his opinions, on of his conduct, 
but the general ſtate of the country. With reſpect to the con- 
duct of a gentleman, not a member of the Honſe (Mr. Reeves), 
he had praiſed only in general terms his giving birth to the aſſo- 
ciations which, had done ſo much good. With the mode of re- 
ceiving anonymous information he was not acquainted; he had 
not commended it, and he was not prepared to condemn it: he 
begged to be underſtood as giving no opinion upon it. If in any; 
Mocreving which he had thought it his my, to adopt there was 
Fr 
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an air of hoſtility to his Right Honourable Friend, there was no boftant 
man that lamented it more ſincerely than himſel. D 
Mr. BURKE faid, that as they were divided into the alarmed! 2 ny 
and the alarmiſts, it was a great addition to his alarm to hear: g tous 
great ſtateſman advance principles which our government, and powe 
every rational ſociety, totally diſclaimed. The Right Honour 2 
able Gentleman had ſaid in ſubſtance, that if a domeſtic faction ty, | 
was combined with a foreign enemy, we muff not declare war 25 
againſt the foreign enemy for fear of ſtrengthening the do- | ry a 
meſtic faction. Very differently had our "anceſtors though z.. forr 
and. acted at the revolution, in the reign of Queen Anne, off A 2 


n ; ELD . were * 
Wer I. and George II. a n Wm putly p 


iy perſons at home diſſatisfied with the government, but that 
d e deter Miniſters from declaring war againft' France. To 


triumphant. / To the reverſe of ſuch policy was it owing that 


the force of the countries ſhe had conquered and pillaged, for 
that was her mode of making war? Till Dumourier had plun- 


bank of England that they might be ſaid to be the ſame? The 
Honourable Gentleman opened his motion with his uſual 

jety, in a ſtile of gaiety which in another perſon might have 
— thought to ſavour of malignity; but his arguments were 
not very concluſive. If it was faid that the Miniſters had ex- 
cited a falſe alarm. from their terrors of a parliamentary reform, 
it might be aſked, whence came theſe terrors. Neither the Ho- 
nourable Mover, nor his Honourable Friend near him (Mr. 
Grey), though they were always talking of reform, had ever 
made any motion on the ſubject. The Right Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Fox) had always declared, that he had never 


pole it to the Houſe, and it was not very candid in any man 
who ſaw it in that point of view to be goading others to under- 
take it. The Miniſter had done more on the ſubject than any 
man in the Houſe, more than he thought it wiſe for any man to 
do. He had twice moved it in Parliament, and once got it re- 
commended from the throne; the latter a meaſure of which he 
moſt pointedly diſapproved, as tending to make the people be- 
lere that they were not properly repreſented. He had heard 
many motions: for theſe reforms, and had always oppoſed,” but 
never dreaded them, while previous ſteps were not taken to in- 


tives, Whether ſomething might not be done to correct unim- 
portant defects here or there, he neither knew: nor cared; While 


the 

no danger from ſober diſcuſſion in that Houſe, independent of 
factious combinations abroad. The war gave no ſolid increafe 
of power to the Miniſter. By it he hazarded much more than 
he could gain. He riſked that which was the baſis of his popu- 
krity, his ſyſtem of finance; and conſequently had no motives 
cf perſonal intereſt for doing that late which he ought! to have 
done early. The victorious enemy whom we had to engage, 
and ſorry he was. to fay. that. they were victorious, had long 
been connected with a faction at home, whoſe object was to 
force us into an alliance with the French, for the purpoſe of 


. 


2 ſyſtem was | os entire; and to that he feared 
n 


NE 
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de deterred by, an ſuch motive would be to declare faction 


we had been able to preſerve our Monarchy, our Peers, and our 
Commons, - Were we to wait till France could turn againſt us 


(red the bank. of Amſterdam, fo intimately connected with the 
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fuſe into the people diſtruſt and contempt of their repteſenta- 


putly propagating their miſchievous principles. To prove * | 


n « 
p . 


their party, had murdered or filled the priſons with their oppo- 
nents, and obtained powers for themfelves, they became all of a 
ſodden great lovers of order; but when another; party that 
viſned to ſupplant them murdered theſe very priſoners, which 
they were ſuffered to do unoppoſed, and were preparing to ve · 
move the new men in power, as they had removed their prede· 
cefſors, then; and not till them they exclaimed againſt the 
maſſacre of September as à thing totally different from the 
maſſacre of Auguſt, and in which the nation had no part; 
What was murder f in ont month Was not murder in An- 
other they reminded him of the directions in old almanacks in 54% 
ſuch a month let blood in ſuch another take cooling phyſics, bes 
But the people were not: quite ſa: nice in their diſtinctions as the bu 
K — Hg 
10 an addreſs, and ſaid theſe murders were our act, too 1 
were national murders, we were all in them, will you br 2 
proſecute eight hundred thouſand people They did not aſcribe 
theſe murders to the invaſion of the Auſtrian; and Pruſſian 
anies, an excuſe firſt» invented for them in that Houſe; they 
fad, that the perſons murdered were ariſtocrates, WD had cons» 
tired to get themſelves crowded into all the priſons} from hit, 
% ſo many forts, they might ſally forth an the Jacdbins;-the rſt 
convenient opportunity. What would the Honourable Gentle- 
mn who was ſuch a critic in plots ſay to ſo well deviſed a plot 
8 this? Mr. Burke dwelt upon this topic for a nliderahle i 
time, enumerating the prieſts and the women that were mun 4 
lere —among theſe was the princeſs of Lamballe. It happened 1 
that her was cut off, and it happened that next day M. 1 
Ealite got her jpintur e. Font unts offs 
Mr. FOX by ſome geſture expreſſed his diſbelief of this. 
Mr. BURKE haſtily aſked if it was untruce. 
Mr. FOX ſaid, certainly, but not more untrue than much of 
ort he had iatid hefe. i ul, enten 
Mr. BURKE ſaid, he ſtated nothing but on accurate inquiry, 
ind with the proofs in his poſſeſſion; and any man that ſaid his aſ- 
ſenions were untrue, without confuting them, and ſhewing how 
tiey were ſo, was a calumniator. © >. ene 
Mr. FOX called to order, and ſaid if the Right Honourable 
Gentleman meant to affront him gy he would do that 
tlewhere, With reſpe& to his aſſeytions, fix of them had been 
1. BURKE was again going on with the ſubje 
The Speaker reminded Fam k gon, 4 had no relation to the quei - 
wn before the HU... by SIE E HRT £0 _ 51 
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{1; Mr: Butke purſued his ſubject in the way of queſtion to Mr. 
Fox, e =. again called to order; adverted to Mr. Sheridan“ 
charge of bad taſte for introducing the trick of a dagger in 
former debate; whoſe manner, he ſaidꝭ ſeemed: rather to he 
borrowed fromm his new connexions, than to be the natury 
growth of his old ptnciples. He read along letter from + 
manufacturer at Birmingham, giving an account of the or. 
der given by Dr. Maxwell fon making daggers there, and aid; 
the only error he had committed in mentioning the buſinel 
before, was in ſtating that 3000 were ordered, and 2 made; 
whereas, in fact, 10, 00 were ordered, and 4000 made, He 
remarked on fome publication by a Mr. Oſwald, now ir 
Faris, who expreſſed his hopes that all government by rope 
ſentation would ſoon be at an end, and that France woull 
be freed from their iron yoke of property. This was nom il 
-agitation all over France. The old proprietors were pretty wel 
got rid of by murder. or confiſcation. . Thoſe who had ſharediy 
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the plunder were endeavouring to make a-ſtand//but:they:woulft-morr 
| ſoon be overpowered. The ſovereignty of the pepple: was H tben be 
anoſt falſe,” wicked, and miſchievous doctrine that eber coult r. Bu 
pPreached to them. It was falſe becauſe] they had mo anean d to conve 
exerciſing their ſovereiguty; and why was it -broached } und ron 
dieluſion to ſtrip them of their natural guardians; ta kill H Honour 
mepherd and his dogs, and make way for the wolves. If e diffc: 
majority of the public was to be taken not bycweight, but H unous 
_ ale, the moſt ignorant would elect, and none but the crafty ſuch tim 
' the'wicke& would be elected. It was ſaid tobe dangvrous to infer go 
4roduce an oppoſition of intereſt between the ich and the poor a l 
was not this very oppoſition now the queſtion all ouer Frantic was 

and Flanders? The Right Honourable. Gentleman whO ware He cond 
the Houſe of this danger ſaid, the man who paſſeſſed no action, 
pertychad as much intereſt in the conſtitution, and good order tion. 
ſociety, as the man who did. True, an intefeſt viſible to ere Mr. F 
Well informed man, but by no means ſo tothe ignorant. Ing of th 
moment that equality and the ſovereignty of the people miſinfort 
adopted as the rule of government, property would be at in reply, 
end, and religion, morality, and law, which grew out of proper Colon 
would fall with it. The Right Honourable Gentleman tal an had 
of defertions from the party of which he was the leader, frol propoſitic 
:xearinefs of travelling, ſo long in the barren tract. of oppolitioWMiumanit 
The deſerts of Arabia had no charms for theſe deſerters: the ;nſur 
*tperhaps, if a caravan travelling through theſe deſerts ſhould "there, he 
. tat their leader, from paſhon or obſtinacy, had-wandered Hof ſeſlion 
mne right road, and that by following him they.were-in dug being inte 
of being attacked by ſome plundering Sheik, they might be ton and 1 


2 to think a little of their own ſafety, and to take n 


5 


* 
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ſor ſecuring it independent of the caravan baſhaw. / He could ſay” 


br himself that he had deſerted no party, and that of thoſe with 


nal vhom he had been accuſtomed to act there was not one that dif- 
ed ſrom him in opinion on the preſent tate of affairs, or diſap- 


n $00. Thoſe who had incidentally joined that party by the way 
* kad no claim upon him. © He had a high opinion of the Right 
Honourable Gentleman's abilities, but he could not ſubmit his 
nei judgment r r ee the abilities of any man. The Right 
Honourable ( | | 

night be caſhiered, but ſeemed to forget that the leaders of 
i ties could do wrong. Vet if the leader ſhould ſeem to con- 


oo 6dcr che party as made only for him, inſtead of conſidering 
dul timſelf as but a part of it; if he ſhould adopt —— 


in without conſent” or conſultation; if he ſhould make ſpeeches 
well motions, as if he meant to ſay, you diſlike what I did to 


di dy, I will do . beet a e as e, what I do 
oo t-morrow, worſe awaits you for the day after that; it might 


Mr. Burke purſued this alluſion to conſiderable length, tending 
uo convey an idea that Mr. Fox had acted during the preſent 
{fon without conſulting with his friends. Fears, the Right 
e onourable Gentleman ſaid; had made a Chancellor. In times 


e difficulty and danger, thoſe who ſaw the danger were meri- 
t onous in accepting offices of truſt and reſponſibility, In 
12 ſuch times every ſacrifice to the public good muſt be made by 
p10 —  — —— e Honourable: Gentleman him- 
cor {lf had ſacrificed no intereſt to the value of a cat's whiſker: 
ale was only ſacrificing to the vileſt idol that ever was ſet-up. 


He concluded with diſcuſſing the difference between party and 


ba tion, and expreſſing his entire diſapprobation of the mo- 
eve Mr. FO faid, that with reſpect to his conduct on the open - 


ing of the ſeſſion the Right Honourable Gentleman was tota 


* miſinformed, and totally miſtaken: Mr. Burke ſaid a few wor 
t in reply, and Mr. Fox repeated what he had ſaid before. 
en Colonel MACLEOD faid, the Right Honourable Gentle- 
al an had ventured to renew one of the moſt unconſtitutional 
u popoſitions he had ever laid down, viz. that the living maſs of 
mo bumanity did not enter into the conſtitution. With reſpect to 
be inſurrection in Scotland which had been much relied upon 
auß dere, he quoted a recorded ſpeech by the preſident of the court 
aok ſeſion, expreſſing the ſurpriſe and concern of the oburt, on 
ange being informed of theſe inſurrections by the King's proclama- 
1 ton and the debates in PEERS Thus. thoſe inſurrections. 
au. 455 6 


which 


/ 
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red of a ſingle vote he had given in the courſe of tlie preſent 


entleman had learned from Dr. Price that kings 


then be ſuppoſed that the party was at liberty to leave him. 
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ſures, were totally unknown. to. the fifteen 5 5 . 
who. reſided in or near the places which were the ſeene of the in. 
ſurrections, till ſignified to them by the proclamation, which 
they could not hben fill define 15 the debates in par 
hament Aa 4: 

- Mr, SHERIDAN. ja to ** a ſhort. general. reply.” He 
expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the manner in Which Mr. Burke bad 
talked. of the conduct of parties, Who had long ſince ſtated that 
be was unconnected with any party, Who had: boaſted that he 
ſtood. alone, Who had gone from the living whigs to the dead, 
and whom vying never accuſed of quitting the camp as a de 

ſerter, he never ſuſpected of returning to it as a ſpy. He hai 
borrowed no manner of debate from new connections, Having 
never once departed from his original connections and principle 
conduct which ſome gentlemen might not be 58 0 willing to 
hear Rated, nor think entitled to any merit, 

The SPEAKER. reminded; Mr, Sheridan that the indulgence 
of the Houſe entitled him only to reply to my 1 

icable to the motion. | 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid the gentlemen who, cppaled it had 
faid fo little that was applicable, and that little tending rather to 
confirm-than refute the propriety. of it, that he had nothing to 
reply to. With reſpect to any harſnneſs of expreſſion imputed 
to him no aſſectation of pr woe ſnould ever induce him to 
| thoſe whoſe conduct ſeemed ſtudiouſly calculated to throw 
iſeredit on the rierpten: he —— or eee 
whom he acted. 

Major MAITLAN D ſaid, it was the dury of over — — 
to correct milrepreſentations of the conduct perſons not mem 


bers of the Houſe. He bad no perſonal acquaintance with Dr. Mr. F 
Maxwell; but he knew, from undoubted information, that the ſubject o 
daggers ordered by him were intended for no ſuch purpoſe as had at grea 
been inſinuated; but as a weapon for horſemen, armed with Mr. P 
rifles. The ſame conſtruction might, with equal plauſibiliij Member 
have been put upon the daggers of a company of light Horle quence. 
armed; in the ſame manner in the American W] 1ẽ : Mr. 8 
The queſtion. was as and the:s motion a noguivedwibon the taxes 
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The Houſe wh called over; Adder which Mr. 


Dundas preſented to the Houſe a ee * 22 2 and 


which was read by the Speaker, the 
rered; it is as follows, vis. IKE KA 7 


334 


75 


„GEORGE R. 03715-16114 brd nl fe dae 


His Majeſty havin i Ea to 155 in 
« ſervice of ( 1220 95 part of his electoral 9 888 the 
« purpoſe of afſiſtin ig the allies, the States General of the 
„ Provinces, and o roſecuting in the moſt effectual mann 
« the juſt and neceflary war in dien his Majeſty, is engaged; 
« his Majeſty has directed an ' eſtimate to be laid before the 
« Houſe of the charge attending the 10475 ent of the aid 
« troops; and his Nat relies on the zeal of h 
« mons, that they will be ready to make the neceſſary proviſion 
« for maintaining the ſame.“ 

The SECRETARY at WAR preſented the eſtimates, the 
tiles of which having been read, Sir George: Yonge gave no 
that he ſhould move the faid eſtimates in the committee of MP 
ply on 6 a ) * | 


RD e798 Tr Ly 
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Mr. FOX 3 a petition from the inhabitantsof Wen. 
winſter, ſtating the exiſtence of a local duty on coals, and 
iog ſuch relief from the duty, as ſhould appear fit to the 
The Right Honourable Gentleman faid 1 he ſhould make nd 
motion on the ſubject, underſtanding that a petition of 2 
nature was to be preſented from the city of London. 

Mr, PIT IT ſtated that he meant to make ſome motion 0 
ſubject on Wedneſday next (the 13th), when it would: ren 
that great miſapprehenſions had taken place. 

Mr. FOX truſted that there would be 2 full ee of 
Members on that day, the e deing of _ n nen 


quence. 


the taxes ta the gth of anuary 1 ſhould be laid ore the 
Houle, 8 | FR 4 

He alſo withed to know if Mr. Dundas would esd 80 the 
ertasten of all papers tranſmitted by the Marquis: aa een 
lnce the peace, relative to the revenues of India. 

Mr. DUN DAs did not mean to ſay that he would Fre. to 
ſuch production, though he Veen, had 10 1 e ure on 
kr Papers, 
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Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that he wiſhed for them, in order to 
afford him ſome information e to) "the opening of the budge 
of: Monday." „ e, e aewret: 
1 1 2 of the: Seiler eſolutions aut cine on the Sih W s 
brought up. - After it had been rn farit tine :::: 
Mr. NATHANIEL SMITH (director of the Eaft-Inda 
Company) declared, that it was with great pain he differed with 
the. report. He did not conceive that the revenues of India could 
ord to contribute 500, oool. a year to the revenues of Great 
ritain, From the year 1986. to 1700, the produce of Indi 
ould have -been inſufficient to have defra 8 the ex ws 
* India, but for the increaſe in the duty on falt, The . 
Had der five . to A and ſupport ge tern, 
1 5 y had not yet recei y reſtitution. 
| E MESURIER ( (a director) differed. i in opinion with 
r. n. He tonceived' the increaſed revenue on ſalt would 
not only be permanent, hecauſe it reſembled the exciſe revenues 
Jt this Sountry, but that it would increaſe) i in a progreine 


ho D. SCOTT. e that the revenues 5 lab woull 

be adequate to the alienation of half a million or e the 
revenues of this country. 

Mr. HUN TER (a dier) coincided i in opinion with Mr. 


Scott. 

Mr. DUNDAS. lamented that he was compelled to differ from| 
Mr. Smith, to whoſe integrity he bore the moſt honourable teſti- 
mony. Mr. Smith's ſtatement was inaccurate ;"he had formed 
his calculations on the average eſtimate of the laſt ſix years; thi 
was unfair, as the laſt two years were years of war, Which werd 
of courſe more unproductive than thoſe of peace Upon a fair 
principle of calculation the revenues of the peace years would 
have amounted to 900, ol. He flattered himſelf that the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman would, at a future period, retract his pre- 
ſent ſentiments, as they differed from the majority of the direc- 
tors, from himſelf, arid from all incelligens g. who io di- 
rected their attention to India affairs. gt, 

7 Tas _ was aft pe- re eee, | RET: + 

4 $3 * "Marci y” Th > 54 1 — 3 
The order of the day dern A read for ues ſecond reading ft 

Swakſtone canal bill: 

Queſtion put that this bill be now * a endes ft 247 
An amendment was s propoſed by 1 iuſtead thre (i 
day three months) A (14-4 itt HS, 
That now ' ſtand par of the ora not ab 461 ij 4 p 
„ 1 8 Hou 


1 


* 7 
— = 1 


* 4 
f % 


/-Houſerdividldy fies an tet ONO KA. / MM. 
54 1 4 nee . DO" Arn 2 "Ry _— AP. ot ef 
| Avi} 

Mr. Fiſher from the Exechequet 275 A * Fer? preſented 
« An account of the total net produce of enen eee year; 
« ended the 3d day of January 170g. . 5 

The order of the day being read for the ſecond auer of the 
Hampton Ga canal bill, a Bini GH 


Queſtion that this bill be wk read the ſecond mme. 0% Hi 


3 propoſed by woes ms: thiwel” (« this 45 


months) of 77 * $644; £12 * el The ACN 6 bby TH 112 ae 


„(Welten ſo amended, vant agreed; NE Te 


Ide Houſe proceeded to call over the e doch Niem 


bers as were abſent yeſterday at the rc mere? of the” firſt 
dalla! WGS UC! ib dns t SAT 
The firſt name which appeared upon he Uſt of ſuch de- 
fulters was chat bf: Lord Kenſing ton. 
Mr. T. GRENVILLE remarked; that it was elne 
ground, and not through diſreſpect towards any particular indi- 
— that he meant to move for the puniſhment of ſuch Mem- 
bers as without a ſufficient excuſe had not the order of 


the Houſe, and utended the ballot yeſterday. He'defired the 
cſolution for taking into cuſtody all Members who ſhould be 


abſent without leave, on the 6th, 7th, or 12th inſtant, to be 
read ; vrhich being done, Mr. Grenville moved that Bord Ken- 


ing this HouſdG. tk | i 
Mr. FOX: cee che motions: OT et, F407: 
dir WATKIN LEWES made ſome apology for Lord Ken. 
ebene "I UROL ee 
ptain BERKELEY e aha as he himſelf Was a 4 
faulter, as well as the noble Lord, he might be thbught an im- 
proper perſon: to urge any thing as an excuſe for his Lordſhip ; 
however he truſted be might. without any impropriety, - ſtate a 
matter of fact, which was, that the noble Lord had n in 
the Lobby yelterday only a minute or two after his time. ö 
Whilſt he Was proceeding, - Mes id ig. . 
Lord KENSINGTON entered the Houſe, and the Speaker 
= to him the motion. His lordihip roſe to plead . ex- 
le. i2hret 4: 4/53 987 ee el 311164 SANE 12 
The SPEAKER repeated to the Houſe: the apology which 
win ſubſtance the. ſame that had been made for hi 
tan Berkeley, with this addition, that he was far . oe in 
fears, and, though Hons out from the firſt . ballot, he had been 
preſent at the ſecond. ditection of the Speaker, be with- 
drew whilſt the Houſe tell ed upon this eaſe. ab 
Mr. 


e, nan. „„ 


fngton/ be taken into the ey of the nen at a aten. | 


by Cap- 
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vas 2 moſt fortunate circumſtance, that the Right Honourable 
Gentleman did nat labour under the ' ſame bodily infirmities 


ed, which were ſo- viſible in the noble Lord. The Houſe had of 
nce e ſeen the Right Honourable Member attend his duty, and 
ich, diſplay as much energy, fire, and vigour of mind as ever 

| he den exhibited within thoſe walls: and his country might re- 
the WWW ice that in her cauſe he had all the experience and maturity of 

t at 2, united with the zeal, the activity, -and the fpirit which 
ther might be e from youth.” He was forry that the diſplea- 


4d; but even that would produce one good effect; ſince others 


6 at WWW you'd be the more cautious how they offended, when they faw 
t eren ſo valuable a member was not ſuffered to eſcape pu- 
und N amment. On theſe grounds; he ſaid, he would refiſt the mo- 


ton; and if it ſhould be negatived, he intended afterwards to 
move, that Mr. Burke ſhould be taken into euſtody. . 
Mr. SHERIDAN * faid, chat the Honourable Gentleman 


hen lr. T. Grenville) had not put on its true ground the in- 
res. eulgence ſhewn to Lord Kenſington; it was not ſolely on ac- 
of count of his age that he had been excuſed, but becauſe he had 


lay; ed in the juſt after che door of the Houſe had been 
pre- but. This plies as ſtrongly to Mr. Burke, and therefore the 
1 to 


litter had ſomething more 4 oo than his age. The fact 
ws, that many gentlemen been ſhut out, becauſe they 
imagined that the counting of the Houſe would have taken up 
much more time than it really had. The old practice was to 
all over the names of all who were prefent; but Mr, Speaker 


ound 100 members were preſent, and then, without counting any 


pore, he ordered the door to be locked. This practice, he 
flit, was certainly conformable - to the letter and ſpirit of 
t f. . Grenville's Act, and it had his hearty approbation. ' But 
reg il it was a new mode, and as it had occaſioned the locking of 
v4 e door earlier than uſual, thoſe who were excluded by it 
ten hebt to be more readily excuſed. He wiſhed the Right Ho- 


e was pretty ſure the Right Honourable: Gentleman who 
ns the ſubjech of the motian, would not be very much obliged 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER remarked, 
hat there was this difference between the cafes of Lord Ken- 
ington and Mr, Burke, reſpecting the time of their arrival in 
e lobby; that it was proved the former arrived within a mi- 
Inte or two after the — was ſhut, whilſt the latter ſaid ho 

Vo. II. 8 | could 
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ach might plead his age, but he was"extremely happy, and it 


ſure of the ſe, on the preſent occaſion, ſhould fall where it 


had introduced a new practice: he had counted only till he 


Wouable Member (Mr. Pitt) would foften down his rigour, for 


o him for þeing complimented into the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at 
Ams | Br Ri oe F<. 45 7% 5 
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could not take upon himſelf to ſay whether it had been lone 
om or not. | 51 

Mr. COURTENAY ſpoke a few wide 
The Houſe at laſt divided on the motion for rt Mr, 


Muc 
ſor the 
petition 
was rec 


Mr. 


Burke, when the numbers 4 ww be A d Hrs mininę 
Ayes 705 - ai SIS; ho 5 peared t 

© Nog — : * on the 

by | In tot e e ee W {: country 
f 4 Wert) wit | 800 111 bude t | 


Mr. Burke was of RAY excuſed,” n Baan 54 1 OL 
Another diviſion took place on'a motion for taking whe * From a [ 


nodrable Captain ee _—_— eee _ bride ellon a. 
which the numbers 3 1 en en * hoped h 
9 rt) we 

| * Ne aber fas FFT! 2 | uſed th 
W fi elde, 
0 © Majori 7 binn & % „ ouſe c 

+ Motions were after 4 00 Mr. T. The 
nut Taylor, Eſq. — Sir William N Batt. Int the kat afte 
e- the ſerjeant. / 1 11605 Fenn Centlen 
Agreed to. 5 10 a vs 15 Lig E petition 


ould ce 
COL 
ke, and 
from Gl. 
After 

upon the 


It was then reported thee thoſe dy who hat bern or4 
a1 into the cuſtody of the ſerjeant hook arms, were now in his 
cuſtody. 

Mr. SHERIDAN thoved that Clement Ta yiew TM ſhould 
be releaſed from the Pro of the ſerjeant at arms on paying 
the.fees. Ordered. 


Similar motions were made eng "my other members a a = 
ordered accordingly. | ere bei! 
Aenne tc to March Of {rr nn londay 


tf the pe 
oped th 
Mr 0 Du 
he claim 
es, but 
y that R 
Ir the L. 
o bring 1 
Ourable ( 
Miltence 
ken ſuffi 
uch he 
n the bu 
lf, at 
rlons, v 
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Mr. SHERIDAN informed the houſe tar be bad erdel 
t number of petitions from the inhabitants of the Roya 
| Bur hs of Scotland, which, by their gelen he meant then tc 
. nt: the firſt in order was from Glaſgom; to which, he faid 
there were thirteen thouſand fubſcrihers ; after having ſtated that 
the prayer of the petition was in general for à reform in the in 
ternal government, &c. of the Burghs, he moved for leave t 
bring it up. Leave was accordingly given, and the petition wi 
brought up and read at full length: On the motion of * 
r- it was ordered that it ſhould lie upon 1 the table. 

Mr. Sheridan obſerved that he had thought it proper that ti 
petition ſhould be read at length; for the purpoſe of ſhewing 
the Houfe' what was its real object and tendeney; but as the 
others were to n, the ſame effect, he ſhould _ no * 


F 


„ 
oi 
* 
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bre preſent than that their titles ſhould be read. The ſecond 


35 received and laid upon the table with the former. 


buchet ſhould not be impeded. is een 
OLONEL MACLEOD faid he had a petition to preſent 


jr ſion as the theatre of. confuſion, ſedition, and diſſoyalty; he 
hoped however that the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
| put) would not object to its introduction, though he had re- 
ued the ſanction of his Majeſty's name to a petition from 


ouſe could not conſiſtently with its forms conſent to admit. 


Gentleman had 22 of the ſtate of the place from whence the 
petition came, 

ould certainly expect to hear what was the prayer of it. 
COLONEL 


hom Glaſgow. eribantT. $719; | | 
After this explanation, the petition was received, and laid 
pon the table with the two former. | 


lere being then a full Houſe, to give notice, that he would on 
londay fortnight make a motion founded on the ſubject matter 


lr. Dundas) would in the interval ſeriouſly turn in his mind 


ya te claims of the petitioners, who were not purſuing wild theo- 
td 5, but complaining of great abuſes, which were allowed even 
x that Right Honourable Gentleman to exiſt, at leaſt in part; 


bring in a bill, in which he was ſupported by the Right Ho- 
wrable Gentleman, for the purpoſe of removing an abuſe, the 


ren ſuffered to drop, he could not pretend to ſay; but this 
uch he would ſay, that the Houſe, by what it had already done 


be buſineſs, was actually pledged to grant the petitioners 
nf, at leaſt in that particular caſe. He knew that many 
ta bons, Who trembled at the very idea of reform, would tell 
ore ws : — Ry him 
tol | 


retiion which he delivered was from the Burgh of Lanark. It 

Mr. Sheridan here remarked, that as the deliveri 1 
mining petitions would take up much time, and the uſe ap- 
reared to be impatient to hear the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


on the ſubject of the Reyenue and Ways and Means of the 
wuntry, he would not deliver any more, and the buſineſs of the 


from a place, which had been repreſented in the courſe of the 


Shields, which, for want of ſuch ſanction previouſly given, the 


The CHANCELLOR: of the EXCHEQUER obſerved, 
hat after tie very * deſcription which the Honourable 


e Houſe, before it could reſolve to receive it, 


MACLEOD faid the petition was from Dun- 
ke, and the prayer ſimilar to that which had juſt been preſented - 


Mr. SHERIDAN : begged leave to take that opportunity, 4 
i the petitions from the Royal Burghs of Scotland; and he 
oped that a Right Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him 
r the Lord Advocate of Scotland had laſt year moved for leave 


atence of which was admitted by both. Why the bill had 


me Y . « A * 7 * 1 * 
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whole people: ſuch an union would be the more deſirable, 2 


of the nation; theſe objects, which muſt be dear to every En- 


ſo e and ſo ſeverally expreſſed on theſe points, that he did 


executive power ſhould be furniſhed with the means of prof 


ſhould account for the manner in which thoſe means were em 


pence of the ſervice ſhould: be laid before Parliament,; but he 


him that this was not the proper time ſor it: in return, be 
would tell them, that a meaſure could not be out of time which 
would remove complaints, put an end to diviſions, and unite 2 


the country was then embarked in a war, and ſtood in need of 
the united exertions of all its inhabitants. Ie truſted the Right 
Honourable.Gentleman would take ſuch a part in this buſineß, 
as would enable him to recover that popularity in Scotland, 
which ſome people, wickedly no doubt, ſaid he had loſt, though 
he himſelf would have the world believe that he was ſtill in the 


full poſſeſſion and enjoyment of it. | enable 
Here the buſineſs ended for the preſent. - + amount 


the pe: 
were, b 
pence. 

had not 
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ing bac 
many 9 
of unfu 
the gre 


The 'Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Ways and} 
Means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his 8 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER chen roſe to 
lay before the Committee the general ſtate of the finances of the} 
country, and the ways and means by which he propoſed to pro- 
vide for the expences of the current year. He began by faying, 
that under the exiſting circumſtances of the country, when the] 
nation was actually engaged in a war, it was impoſſible for the 
Committee not to be deeply impreſſed with the neceſſity of en- 


abling government to proſecute it with vigour and activity. lu ginſt 
ſtating the meaſures which he thought Parliament bound to pur- v long 


mordin 
this ſun 
but as h 
hoped i 
Anot 
its natu 
exertior 
its hong 
public 
public « 
not on] 
but the 
to open 
fear, in 
be perſe 
the prox 
to the ( 
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the laſt 
in futur 


fue on this occafion, he felt great conſolation, when he conſi- 
dered that the objects of the war had, after mature conſideration, 
been recognized and approved by the voice of Parliament and 


gliſhman, were the ſecurity of his Majeſty's crown, the ſtability 
of the conſtitution, and the preſervation of our laws and our re- 
ligion. The ſenſe of the Houſe and of the nation having been 


not feel it neceſſary for him to diſcuſs them again; but he 
deemed-it his duty to ſubmit to the Committee his opinions re- 
ſpecting what ought to be the conduct both of government and 
of parliament on this occafion. It was moſt advifable that th 


cunts ou war with vigour and diſpatch, fo as that it might be 
brought as ſpeedily as poſſibly to a happy and. honourable ter 
mination”; and then it ought to be expected that Miniſters 


ployed. It was extremely defir:ble, he ſaid, that in all caſes, 
when the crown applied for ſubſidies, an eſtimate of the ei- 


W 


* 
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W.. 

be ws aware that in ſome caſes this would be abſolutely impoſſi- mY 
ck be, for the amount of expence muſt often depend upon wants 1 
ea: which could not be foreſeen. ' It was his intention, however, to | th 
E y this down as a rule to himſelf in the proſecution of the war, ft 
of t give an eſtimate of every expence which could previouſly be lt: 
pht :certained ; and for ſuch extraordinary ſervices as could not be h 
hs, foreſeen or calculated, to apply for a given ſum, and afterwards 


xcount with Parliament for the expenditure of it. This he 
thought the beſt mode of proceeding, becauſe it would bring 


3 —— . 5 . , — r 1 —— 
c . . aye come at 
£ . * - 0 _— "4 WF 


of unfunded debt, to the great depreciation, and 1 


nally before the public ſuch a ſtatement of expences, as would 7 
enable them to form beforehand ſome idea of the probable ik 
amount of the expences of the year before they were actually : 
incurred; and it would guard againſt the fatal deluſion of making” 1 
the people think their affairs were better than they actually 5 
nt WY cre, becauſe they did not ſee at once the whole of their ex- 71 
pence. According to the old mode of proceeding, Parliament 1 
to had not an opportunity of judging of the expediency or propriety as 
the of providing for an intended expence, but was called upon to vote 3 
2 money for defraying one that had been * incurred. Keep- 5 
12 ing back the extraordinaries was attended alſo with this, among 448 
= many other inconveniencies, that it occaſioned an accumulation 5 4 
8 £432 


to 
the great injury, of the public. For the purpoſe of gua ing 
zainſt this, he ſaid it was his intention to apply this year, a 


OTE ab ac" 
iD 22 * ae: * 


ur x long as the war ſhould laſt, for a ſpecific ſum, to defray ex- 
- :ordinery and unforeſeen expences: he did not mean to ſay that 


on this ſum would always cover the whole of the extraordinaries, 
mai but as he ſhould take a conſiderable latitude in eſtimating it, he 
n- boped it would not fall greatly ſhort of them. er EI 
ity Another object was the preſervation of a ſyſtem too ſacred in 


1s nature to ſuffer even a — infringement. Whatever 
exertion the country might be called upon to make in defence of 
its honour, its conſtitution, and its independence, that with which 


be public credit was intimately connected, the reduction of the? 
rc- Public debt, muſt never. be forgotten; he therefore hoped that 
10088 ot only the appropriation of the annual million to that purpoſe, ' 
b r the plan which he had the peculiar gocd fortune of being able 
) 


o open to the Houſe laſt year, viz. the application of 200,000. a a 


de er, in addition from the ſurplus of the 3 taxes, would 
er te perſeveringly maintained. Both theſe were provided for in 
e tic propoſitions which he ſhould have the honour of ſubmitting | 


o the Committee. The next thing was to avoid the acrumu- 
ation of unfunded debt beyond the ſum ſtated on the report of 
the laſt Committee of Finance. All ſuch accumulations ſhould + 
n future be brought to a diſtin account, and provided for ſe - 

13 rely 
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Mage 
parately at che end of each year, And as tlie unfunded Ny 

| Bebe — now wy ape yer ve that ſum, he ſhould Anclul ee 
in the ſupply 57 8, col. for the immediate diſcharge of a part 17 we 

of: 3 + wif oy $6 TT BOT gig . 
Aſter theſe preliminaty obſervations, he ſaid he ſhould no 1 
fate the amount of the ſupply already voted, and afterwards the ſome g 
ways and means by which he propoſed to raiſe it. bmi 
The firſt article of ſupply was the navy. For this 45,000 B 
men had been already voted. It was to be obſerved that ſuch a A cam 
number being voted for the year did not imply that it was the jo prot 
whole number which would at any time be employed in the wpropr 
courſe of the year, but that with ſome allowance for the uſual ARE 
vote of 4]. per man per month not being perhaps ſuffcient. and abe il 
taking the average on the different numbers employed at different Aus 
periods of the year, the whole ſum voted would cover the ex- . 
pence of the whole ſervice of the year, although the number of bends 
men in actual ſervice might ſometimes fall ſhort, and ſometime; | te ju te 
exceed the vote. Ihe whole expence, including 57 5,000]. for le grant 
the diſcharge of navy debt, as before mentioned, was 3,97 1,000]. hefs b 
— making an exceſs, in conſequence of the war, of about Ne 
25070, oool. | | Excheqi 
8 — the army 2,57 3.000l. 3 the peace eſtabliſhment oy ma. 
by 1, 900, ooo0l. Jo this was to be added the ſubſidy to the Ha. He 
noverian troops, 4550001; and the expence of the militia and n ht be 
fencible regiments, 9 9,000l.—making in all eee and jo 4 
exceeding the peace eftabliſhment by 2, 300, 0; [l. fund, wi 
Ordnance, 793, o00l. exceeding the peace eſtimate h WW; year, 
,oool. | N 5 4 VIZ, in 
. Services, including the expenee of New Sou bern alre 
Wales, 175, O00l.; exceeding the peace eſtimate by 47, oool. Year wh 
Deticiency of Grants 222,000l. CIOS Would br 
+ Peficiency of land and malt taxes 3 1 8 190,000] 
To be iflued from the linking fund to the Commiſſioners for In eſt; 
the reduction of the national debt, 200, oool. ; ; tsfaGion 
- Theſe ſums conſtituted the whole of the ſupply in the ordinary dero 3 
mode of eſtimate, to which was to be added, ſuch a ſum as the wat 
Committee might think proper to allow for the latitude of un- tion a. 
foreſeen and unavoidable expence. Of this no very accurate for any 
eſtimate could, from the nature of it, be formed; what he & ſhoul, 
ſhould propoſe, he hoped, would be found rather to exceed than this 
to fall ſhort. | In the eſtimate of the navy he had already made ent tnt 
dome allowance; but ſomething more for expence of tranſports I bn s 
Sce. might ſtil] be neceſſary. If the courſe of affairs ſhould lea lidated f 
us to contract other engagements, to take part in a e 185,000 
of the moſt reſpectable maritime powers in Europe; and if a fi- the 88 
a furthe 


vourable opportunity _— occur of aa bis the _—_ 
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enemy on all ſides, he took that opportunity of declaring,” that 
although the Hanoverfans were the 8 at preſent ſuhſi- 
led by us, he thought we ſhould ayail ourſelves of the diſpo- 


ir more vigorous and eſſectual. He had endeavoured to form 
{me general idea of the ſum we might be called upon to provide 
for tis purpoſe, but could not pretend to ſtate it with preciſion, 
being rather a matter of judgment than of calculation. Tho 
encampments at home was alſo an additional expence, for which 
10 proviſion was yet made. The profits of the lottery, hitherto 
ppropriated to the payment of the Joyaliſts" debentures, would 


elfectual, it was to be. conſidered as an eligible ſource of ſupply, 
md would afford a ſum adequate to the purpoſe, On all theſe 
heads, without pretending to pledge himſelf for the accuracy of 
the judgment he had formed, he ſhould propoſe 1, 500,0001.. ta 
te granted to his Majeſty on a vote of credit by Exchequer bills; 
theſe bills not to be iſſued unleſs wanted; and to prevent the 
market from being overloaded, 1, 500, oool. to pay off part of the 


py would be 11, 182, 001. | aig doe VB 
He came next to the ways and means by which this expence 
260 be beſt defrayed. | | 


fund, which had defrayed the whole ſum for which it was taken 


Us year, from April 1792 to April 1793, in three quarters only, 
mM diz. in January 1793, _ afforded a further aid. 435,000. had 


year which it did in the correſponding. quarter laſt year, it 
would bring an additional ſum, making with the former about 
00 %οẽ t PO „ | 7: eb. i 

In eſtimating the permanent revenue, he ſaid, he had the ſa- 
saion' of finding, by the produce of laſt year, that he had 


10 therto always taken it conſiderably within the actual amount. 
"WTF = was ſenſible, that he ought. not to depart from his former 
= wtion at this moment, when he conſidered how vain it would 


's c ſhould attend to the rule which he had laid down laſt year. 
. e then entered into calculation. of the average of the perma- 
in ent taxes for four years, which he made to be 13, 8 10, oool. 
E tom this was to be deducted the permanent charge for the con- 
"ated fund, 11,031,000]. which would leave a ſurplus of 
ya ro. . | 

| 1a- 


lhe committee would naturally expect, that he ſhou'd ſtate 
a further reſource the continuation of ſome of the tempo- 


{tion of other powers to combine with us, in order to render the 


te confiderably diminiſhed by the regulations introduced to pre- 
rent illegal gambling ; but 1 thoſe regulations had been ſound 


Exchequer bills already voted. With this addition the total ſup- 


and and malt Were The ſurplus of the conſolidated 


cen already voted; but if it ſhould produce the ſame ſum this 


e for any man to calculate upon the fortune and effects of war. 
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de added to the ſinking fund, over and above the annual in- 


man (Mr. Fox), the commiſhoners were empowered to advanc 


tion of the revenue ſo | 
inclined to borrow on diſadvantageous terms. 


be had at 75 per cent. the intereſt, with the addition 7 a by 


om account of the Spaniſh armament, making together 8 5,Co0l 


| 
| 
[428 
1 


Max 

ary taxes, {impoſed to defray the expence of the Spaniſh arma. ear 
dun Part of theſe, 3 tax on malt, We wen 
up laſt year, and this it was not his intention to renew, Of the it cou 
reſt 235,c00l. would have expired on the gth of April; mu rie 
theſe, as they had been: found productive, and ſuch as might be bin, 
borne without diminiſhing any other ſource of revenue, be only b 
ſhould propoſe to continue in preference to impoſing any ney 3 
Another ſource was 500, oool. from the Eaſt India Company, ſlerab 
as ſtated on a former occaſion by his Right Honourable Fried . 
yiew te 


(Mr. Dundas). It had long been conſidered as chimerical w 
expect aid to the revenues of this country from the territorial 
revenue of India, and when the hope was thrown out by his 
Right Honourable Friend, it was treated with ridicule. Tha 
hope, notwithſtanding the war that had intervened, was now! 
realized, and from the clear, accurate, and as. yet unqueſ. 
tioned ſtatement of his Right Honourable Friend, he could look 
with confidence cn ſuch an aid from the territorial revenue o 
India, not only for the year enſuing, but for future years, 
All theſe articles by ways and means made a total of 
6,649,000. leaving a balance of 4, 500, oool. to be otherwiſe 
provided for. | 5 

Of this a part muſt be conſidered as a loan; and by the act o 
laſt year, one per cent. in proportion to the ſum horrowed muſt 


ciple 0 


ſulted þ 
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be expe 
be preſi 
iſſue de; 
it totall 
had forr 
ay 

acually 
Laſt ye: 
peace ej 
for the 
afford g1 
to guar 
languing 
the war 
much d 
it was ir 
ſame go 
mencem 


Vol. 


tereſt, as a proviſion for the gradual diſcharge of the principal. 
By a clauſe introduced in the bill, for the reduction of the na- 
tional debt, on the ſuggeſtion of a Right Honourable Gentle- 


the money iſſued to them for a proportion of any new debt, 
The money which they had fo to apply would reduce the whole 
ſum, for which it would be neceſſary to treat with individuals to 
fomewhat- leſs than 2, 900, oool.Reſpecting he terms, ho 
meant not to make any obſervation ; becauſe, when the ſubject 
that called for a loan was firſt agitated, the minds of men were 
ſo intent on the neceſſity of aſſiſting the ſtate, and the real ftv; 

Fittle known, that we might have been 
ut now, large 
as our demands were, he had the ſatisfaction of thinking that ve 
ſhould treat on better terms. If the ſum to be borrowed could 


the act of one per cent. on the capital, would be altogether 


240;000). to be charged on the conſolidated fund. | 
Jo make good this, he propoſed to continue the additions 
tax on bills and receipts, and the additional game duty impoſe 


eilt 


unen 1, 10 JOURN AI. 6 


tons, | | 
2 ear; the addition of one penn per gallon on Britiſh ſpirits, 
55 44 which experience had A 0 be fafe,: and which, as far 
1 it could be done with ſafety, the Houſe would rather with to in- 
and creaſe than diminiſh, amounting to 112,0001l.. a year; and a 
it hel third, which he did not propoſe to continue withbut-regret;/ awd 
de only becauſe an exiſting tax was preſerable to a new one, the 
den tonal 10 per cent. on the aſſeſſed taxes, which produced 
pool. a year. Theſe made together 287, oOol. a ſum con- 
any, iderably exceeding the! additional on the conſolidated. 
1end fund; but calculated, AS all his other ‚ tements were, with a 
il to ew to guard againſt unforeſeen deficiencies oo = #7 


Gentlemen would ſee that he had laid before them the ways 
nd means for the current year, as well as the ſapply, on a prin- 
ciple of a conſiderable latitude ; that he had not contented him- 


or elf wich providing for the real expences, but made large provi- : 
nel: fon for future contingencies, for continuing the ſyſtem of keep- . 
ook ing the funded debt in a ſtate of liquidation, and for preventing 


the accumulation of the unfunded debt. The total ſupply - 
mounted to ſomewhat more than eleven millions ſterling; the 
pat of it that might ſtrictly be called the expence of the war 
to ſome what more than ſix millions; and the fum to be raiſed 
by loan to between two millions nine hundred and to millioris 
eight hundred thouſand pounds. The committee, he truſted, 


t | | 
uk would feel, that, however painful it was to hin, he had con- 
1 ſolted his duty in propoſing theſe means to meet theiexigency of 

the occaſion; and he wiſned the Houſe and the public to know 


the extent of the expence at which our preſent and future ſafety. 
was to be maintained. He did not imagine that he ſhould then 


nee expected to ſay 1 on the event of the war. It would 
bt. be preſumptuous and arrogant in him to 15 to foretel an 
* illue depending on ſo many oontingencies. Let he did not think 


it totally uſeleſs to ſuggeſt ſome eneral obſervations on which he 


; to | 
ho had formed his own OpHion. He had taken the re venue o 
oft werage of four years, which was very much below what N 
ro dually produced, and what he expected it to produce in 
u. Lat year only it had produced-goo,c00!: above the eſtimꝗ 
en peace eſtabliſhment, and which, ſhould it continue, l 
m for the wiſdom of Parliament to diſpoſe of hereaſter. I 

ne ford great conſolation to gentlemen, chat they had fuchia fund 

na guard againſt accidents. © But this was not all; for he was 
nguine enough to hope, from the appearance and the effefts of 


the war on its outſet, that this ſurplus of revenue would not be 


er 
| much diminiſhed, even while the war continued. For althou 1 
al it was impoſſible to calculate the events of war, yet, if we had | 

F lame good fortune in its progreſs which had attended its com- 

1 mencement, he had every reaſon to hope that it would germi- 
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nate with honour, and that our revende would not be dim. 


niſhed. He þmight-take the gon Ear reminding gentlemen, | 


chat, in every war in which from the beginning we had an eri. 
dent ſuperiority at ſea; ; the commerce of this country, inſtead of 
Aeing checked, had uniformly increaſed. At the fame time, if 
the event ſhould be- otherwiſe in this, confiderable-proviſion hat 


ideen made: for tliaat misfortune. .. Another conſolation was, that 


temporary taxes, which had been lately laid, had exceeded the 
amount which they were expected to produce, without de. 


.prefling our commerce, or cramping the induſtry of our manu- 


facturers. The committee would therefore ſee, that if the 
ſtruggle in. which we were: engaged thould continue for any 
great 1 du time, which he did not believe, we were not un- 
able to ſupport it without having recourſe to burdens beyond 
what the country had already experienced. © | 


Hie (aid he had abſtained from alluding to the flattering ate 


of our finances at the time of the diſeuſhon of queſtions which 
related to the ſubject of the war in which we were. engaged, 
and it as matter of conſolation to the committee, and o great 
ſatisfaction to himſelf, that theſe queſtions had boen decided in tha 
manner, for on fuch.occaſions he thought it extremely deſirable 


that the Houſe ſhould meet the queſtion upon its own ground 


aud merits, independent of the conſideration of our ability to 
dear the burthen which it might eventually lay upon us, and 
that each member of that Houſe: ſhould deliberately form his 
opinion, and he wat confident that they not only ſpoke the lan- 
gosge of: their on hearts, but that they were alſo in uniſon 


with che voice of their conſtituents, when. they agreed to addrek | 
his Majeſty. and aſſure him that they would co-operate in mea- 


ſures for the ſupport of the ſtate, againſt the aggreſſions of our 


enemies. Indeed upon that ſubject he was convinced there was 
no occaſion to call in aid of our ſpirit any particular circum- | 
Nance, ſor in aſcauſe wherein every thing that was dear to us 
Was at ſtake, we ſhould cheerfully give up any part for the pur- | 


poſe of e Gr poſſeſſion of the remainder. Illis was 
the teaſon why: he left the queſtion ta the unbiaſſed nſe 
that Houſe, and the people of this country; and he had the ſatiſ- 


faction to feel that there was one general ſentiment. and convic- | 


tion upon the ſubject. Whatever might have: been/the opinions 
of ſome upou various wars, on this he believed there was but one 
general feeling. It was a; war in which we were ſpeaking the 
— af our hearts, when we ſaid it was different in its nature 
from. every ather we ever heard of war in which our fortunes, 
tur liberties, aur lives, the ſecurity of Europe, the cauſe of jul 
tive. humauity, religion, and the ſafety af the world, were deeply 
unereſted. Freling it ſo, he ſhould be aſnamed of n 
2 — . 8 H Bb | 74 0 JG 
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mi- men to ſay he believed there was a an Among: whe world 
nen not uſe his utmoſt; efforts in ſuch a cauſe, and upon the prin 
eri. ciples already. mentiontd. He could have wiſhed : to make ſome: 
dof contraſt between our ſituation at this moment and-thar of the. 
wal wer with which we were engaged. It was a contraſt of which, 
had he did not wiſh» to-ſpeak much at length, but he believed he. 
that | might ſay there was not one man in that Houſe. who entertained. 
the 1 doubt of the advantage we had on the contemplation of that 
de- contraſt, as applied to internal government and ſources of re- 
nu- renue. As there was no man who had on former occaſions 
the taken more pains to explain that ſubject to the Houle, nor any 
ny one more zealous in its ſupport, ſo no man could feel greater 
m- ſatisfaction than himſelf in its contemplation. It was not, how- 
nd erer, his diſpoſition, nor did he believe it was the temper of 
| | the people of this country, to act upon the hope of the effect of 
ate ſuch apparent advantage, or to indulge to an extravagant length 
ch emotions of reſentment on that occaſion. He regretted, and he 
'd, believed the people of this country regretted * preſent. un- 
eat happy differences, but he was confident that we all felt the ne- 
at ceflity of purſuing; the preſent war with vigour. For, in the 
le frſt place, he would venture to ſay it was a war to which the 
d& | imagination of man could not find a parallel. It as forced 
to upon us by a train of cauſes which we had not the power to 
id avoid. It was a war for the dignity of the crown, and the bo- 
ls nour of the nation. We had made war for the cauſe: of ho- 


nour; this was one in which we ought to follow that example, 
for he withed to know if there was ever a cauſe in which ho- 
nour was more engaged? We had made war for the purpoſe of 
ſupporting the canſe of others, not only as our allies, but-merely . 
pon a yſterm of general balance, - We'had wars upon the con- 
vidion of policy, ariſing from the unſatisfactory conduct of an- 
other power, when its profeſſions were pacific. . But here We 
had to contend with an enemy who began to explain a ſyſtem of 
neutrality by interference, and forbearance by an inſult. Who 
had avowed and publiſhed their hoſtility againſt us, and accom - 
panied ĩt with every mark of inſult againſt ourſelves, and con- 

tempt ſor our conſtitution. Who had endeavoured to arm our 
own ſubjects againſt us, to vilify our monarch, who had and. 
who deſerved out gratitude and affection. Who had endea- 
voured, by inſidious arts, a8 well as the-. moſt dari effrontery, 
to ſeparate the king and his people, and to eonſider th m diſtinQ.. 

in intereſt, Who had given every encouragement: to every do- 
neſtic enemy and ambaſſador of treaſon from this country. . 
Whoſe inſults and aggreſfions towards vs, and: towards all 
Europe, could not be enumerated. He might ſaſely ſay, there 
never was a war entered into by this country with fo many ow 

1 1 2 | 55 
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fons for its comtmencement. It was a war new in the annalz of 
the world. We knew of wars in ſupport of the Proteſtant re. 
ligion—this was not for the Proteſtant religion—for the Luthe. 
ran reel}; or the Calviniſtic code for religion itſelf againſt the 

* les of infidelity and the effect of perſecution. He had 
yrs to be engaged in a war upon a conteſt for ſueceſſion to 
' ie : but now we were not engaged in a queſtion which 
fi ity ſhould reign upon the throne, ut whether we ſhould 
Have à throne at all not whether we were right or wrong in 


ceelaring a change in the ſucceſſion of our monarchy, but 


whether we ſhould have a monarch—not whether any par- 


_._ ticular act of Parliament was right or wrong, but whether 
wee ſhould have an | 
with a ſet of men who were at war with the whole 
world and every thing that was valuable in it—who had ſworn | 


legiſlature to enact ti—We were en- 


hoſtility to the whole fabric of our conſtitution. Theſe con- 
ſtderutions he was ſure· deeply impreſſed the committee, and 
the magnitude of the object, and the neceſſity of our meaſures, 


- _ woul@enable him to confide in the good ſenſe and integrity of 
the committee, and to deelare that; whatever propoſition was 


ared to be ne 
war, would be cheerfully adop 


made that appea for the proſecution of this 


ted. But it was not the mere ne- 


| — our exertion that we ſhould look at, in order to be 
Ju 


ed in our entering upon the preſent war; we might derive 


hope of future ſucceſs by looking at our paſt exertions. We had 


ſtill '4 higher cofiplation from the form of our government. 
What had happens in France was a touchſtone to vs to try the 
value of order; to unite in the defence of that conſtitution by 


Which it was ſecured, and to deteſt à ſyſtem which tended to 


ſubvert it. All circumſtances concurred to make it our duty 
cheerfully and with alacrity to proceed and to eonvince out ene- 
mies that we are not to be diſcouraged from our enterpriſe by its 
magnitude. Upon that | 
the concurrence of that Houſe, and the ſupport of the country. 

Mr. SHERIDAN began with ſaying that, whatever differ- 
ence of opinion there: had been reſpe' 


ſound policy, it might have been avoided alt 
19 Aua S durable Gentle- 


2 actually en —— it, the Right 
n, he believed, had done but juftice to the Houſe in aſſuming 


that his propoſitions that day would meet with their unanimous 


aſſem; and if exertion was to be vigorous, undoubtedly the ſup- 
n The Right Flon 


owever; called on the Houſe to watch the whole of the buſineſ 
with vigilance, and even with jealouſy, The call was not ne- 


ceſſuy 


und it was that he ſhould hope for 


| g the neceſſity of the 
war, or the means by which, 'confiſtently with good ſenſe and 
her, yet the coun- 


onourable Gentleman had, 
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of «ſary to him (Mir. Sheridan], for he had, uniformly added on 
re- that principle upon aller evenue queſtions, and without apolo- 
he gung for an eſſential act of duty, he would always continue to 
the i ſo. Under this impulſe, although he gave the Miniſter ere- 
had it for the fairneſs of ſome of his ſtatements, yet he muſt frankly 

fy that he had felt the jealouſy recommended much auakened 


by the very extraordinary and ſudden appeal to the paſhons- of 
die Houſe, with which the Right Honourable Gentleman had, 


— concluded: his ſperch. Thete was little novelty in it, except the 
ut elty of introducing, in a day devoted to figures, all the arts of 
ar- clamation; He had ſuddenly laid doun his pengÞ and ſlate as 


it were, and graſping his truncheon, had finiſhed with an 
hrangue, more. calculated for the general of a heated army go- 
ing to ſtorm a French redoubt, than a miniſter of finance Fe 
cuſing accounts in the ſober. hour of calculation, with the 
tewards. and attornies of a burthened and patient people. 
Whenever he ſaw: exertion and eloquence ſo miſplaced, he al- 
as ſuſpected there was ſome weakneſs to cover in the ſubject 


— ifelf, He was the more led into the apprehenſion of ſome, 
* or alarming hints the Right Honourable Gentleman had, 
his dropped — new connexions ſtill to be formed it ſeemed. 
e- WW expenſive corps of 12,000 Hanoverians were not the only ſo- 
be rig troops we were to pay new ſubſidies, and foreign metce- 


naries were announced, and in a manner that ſeemed to avovy- 
tat government were adopting the general principles. and 
vews of the Auſtrian and Pruſſian confederacy, which he had 


it, 

ke kitherto flattered himſelf had not been the cafe, whatever had 

by been the wiſhes: amt ts of ſome individuals: in that 
to Houſe. He had been — pes that the war was undertaken on 

ty be general ground of oppoſing the dangerous increaſe, of the 

0 french power; and on the pfiuciple of never permitting this 
s cuntry, —ů hold its independence at the mere 
or | or forbearance o any other power on earth; but he-was lorry, 


vo oblerve e of adopting the contrary line now firſt ap- 
paring in the words and conduct of the Miniſters—he hoped he 
ws miſtaken, / for Whatevet was ſaid of the popularity of the 


e uu, he was confident that it was not intended by the nation to 
dba war of vengeance, . that bellum internecimum, that eruſade for | 
- WHT ©: extirpation of opinions, and of forms of foreign, governments. 


wach ſome had-raſhly rcon ended, but to which the, Miniſter 
ad hitherto appeared too wiſe to commit hienſelf. . . 
Mr. Sheridan agreeds that Mr. Pitt hail net overleaded our 


** 


nerage income; but he gave ther: moſt detided/:contradiction 


% obs ſtatement, that if peace had continued, or whenever peace 
ſs Ws reſtored, there would be a balance, after paying che peace 
- aabliament and the ſurplust million of neariy nine pode; 1 
y By: | g Es Louiand 
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thouſand pounds; this Mr. Sheridan ſaid was proved by facts ina t the 
. figures to be a moſt groſs fallacy, and nothing was fo dangerous labour 

as buoying up people's. hopes, and — them careleſs of the WM coup 
conſequences of war by ſuch deluſions. He took the produce of its ſup! 
laſt year up to the 5th of January, as ſtated by the Chancellor of Mr. 
the Exchequer, and the papers on the table: including the land the Ri 
and malt, the total income of the year would be fomething ſhort manne 
of 17,000,000. This, ſaid the Right Honourable Gentleman, of that 
is 900,000l. more than neceſſary for a peace eſtabliſhment, and muſt b 
therefore we might reckon on ,oool. whenever peace ſhould and ge 
arrive. What a mode of arguing !' ten years had paſſed ſince of the e 
the American war, and never had this year of peace eſtablith. int fat 
ment arrived ! not one ſingle year in which our expenditure had able G 
been leſs than ſeventeen millions—were we ever likely to ſee it bufinef 
lefs ? —Were rigorous reduQtion in all 'our military: ſervices erpecte 
likely to be the characteriſtic of a future peace? And when that about 
peace was obtained, was another ten years interval to take place WY ituatio 
defore the eſtabliſhments were to be affected by it?—To bold occafion 
out ſuch hopes was trifling with the country, and not following a man | 
the open dealing which the Miniſter called for and recom- his bra 
mended. 5 Sf : the hig! 
The improbability of our revenue continuing at its preſent WM ſet on f 
ſtandard was alſo a matter of ſerious conſideration. The more in the ſ 
general the war, the more would all foreign merchants be di- liberal | 
turbed, and commercial capitals be with- held from their objects; tues, col 
and there was no town in Europe where many effects of this our troc 
fort would not interfere with the trade and manufactures, and bnage, 
conſequently the public revenues, of Great Britain. he wou 
Among de ways and means he objeQted to nothing but the only ſay 
ſam ſuppoſed to be forthcoming from the Eaſt India Company. four « 
This he dwelt on at ſome length, declaring that it qught not even WW vbich v 
to have been mentioned, but as it depended ſolely on the renewal N race. 
©” of the charter. . | 7 EAF Wet, AFR 34-71 Mr.! 
That important queſtion. ought to have been permitted to . poke 1: 
come hereafter, as it muſt come to the conſideration of parlia- o the R 
ment without any previous opinion having been in a bye man- dis Hon 
ner obtained upon it, much leſs without government and that N ber. wor 
Houſe ſeeming to have already the premium which was WW French 
to be the price of the charter. e. My tl 
Mr. Sheridan concluded with a ſtrong recommendation to Wl fat occ: 
the Houſe, before they laid a new burthen of à ſingle ſhilling (red, | 
ort the people, to enable themſelves, by a rigorous ſcrutiny into wncluſu 
all uſeleſs places and reverſionary ſinecures, to look their con. l ever) 
ſtituents in the face, and aſſure them that before they applied WW more he 
to theit pockets they had aboliſhed all unneoeſſary expences and — 


* * 
. _ 


unmerited ſtipends. By doing this they would not only bring 
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Ns, 
| the public ſervice ' ſums, wrung from the induſtry and 
- thour of the . but they would deſtroy the baits bf 
the BY corruption, and reach the On to look do its merits for 
2 0 its ſu 
r 4 "Mr. RAKE bi highly. wives both of the general condi of 
and the Right Honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer, and of the 
on manner in which he had brought forward the important buſineſs 
an, of that day: he thought it been well faid that Engliſhmen 
and uſt be angry to fight well; and angry he was ſure every brave 
uld and generous Engliſhman muſt now be: he highly diſapproved 
nee of the obſervations made by the Honourable — thy who had 
the juſt ſat down,'that that part of the ſpeech of the Right Honour- 
had ble Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) was improper and inapplicable to the 
eit! buſineſs before the Houſo, and rather what might have been 
ces expected in the ſpeech of a general addreſſing his troops, when 
hat bout to ſtorm a French redoubt, than from a perſon in the 
ace tuation of that Right Honourable: Gentleman, and on ſuch an 
ol occalion. As to generals making ſpeeches—the true ſpirit of 
ing man going to battle ought to be to fight. The pe 
m- his brave countrymen on the Karr occaſion nad afforded hi 
the higheſt ſatisfaction, and he plauded the ſubſeriptioh 
ent ſet on — for relief of the families ge — heroes as ſhould fall 
ore in the ſervice of their country, which he hoped would meet with 
i. brad ſupport; Every ching was to be hoped for from the vir- 
us, conduct, and intrepidity, of the royal duke who commanded 
his our troops in Holland, and were he to figure that noble per- 
nd bonage, addreſſing them on board the Syren frigate, he believed 
he would only fay, 1 Fight on. Before he ſat down he would 
the only ſay that, in ſo good u cauſe, he truſted to the protection and 
. our of Providence, and chat the juſt and neceſſary war in 
en — we were e we- lead to an honourable and bleffed 
val 14666 
"Mr. FOX faid, that though the Honoerable Gentlemin ws . 
to hoke laſt had laboured much to ſhew that part of the | 
12- the Right Honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer; which 
n- his — Friend ( Mr. Sheridan) had conſidered as impro- 
at ber would not have come well from a general about to ſtorm a 
125 french redoubt, yet he had brought forward no argument to 
| wo the Houſe that it was proper to be introduced'on the pre- 
to Let occation, which avas indeed the only queſtion to be conſi- 
ig deal. In what the Honourable Gentleman had ſaid towards'the 
to — of his ſpecch, he was perſuaded he would be join 
n. y every gentleman in that Houſe, and no gentleman cou d join 
ede heartily than himſelf in praiſing the alacrity and braver — 
nd "ur troops, or in pronouncing the juſt- eulegum of the diſtin- 
8 ruſhed prong who Fo commands chem, in whom he — | 
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implicat 
N f | ſome pe 
amount on af vote of credit. He moſt ſincerely wiſhed that te an v 
Right Honourable, Gentleman, inſtead bf: ſpeculating as he halfi:bility, 
done, had deigned to follow, the aduce which he had given inſiſts the 
the laſt ſeſſions us to paying off the. 4 per cents. Had he de eir of 
ö thought 
cured b. 
woling t 
ance G 
better ſe 
leſs, ind 
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not flou! 
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to ſay, t 
by war! 
Faiſſey, 


Opinion | 


d aſſumed to himſelf much credit from xefrainung io ſay any 
thing · on the flouriſhing ſtate of our finances in the diſcuſſion 
with reſpect to the war: hei ſinetrely wiſhed tliat a ſimilar con 
guet had been preſerved on the preſent occaſion, as it appeared 1 


degree v 


intereſts 
which h 


# : 
6 


1 


- 


cling the ſituation: of our finances, if the war was not ne- 
eJary, that ſurely, could be no argument for engaging in it. 
After the various diſcuſhons on the ſubject of the war ot had 
ken place in that Houſe, it ſeemed fingular that the Right 
honourable Gentleman ſhould ſuppoſe that he could, by decla- 
ation, add any thing to what had been already ſaid : he has 
id that he has heard of wars for honour, and wars for religion; 
ind has aſked, if ever there was a war in which both honour 
ind religion, and every thing dear to a nation, were fo deeply 
-nplicated —a mode of reaſoning ſpecious enough to impole upon 


enn we gain more by the event of war than might, in all pro- 
bability, have been obtained by negociation? The relinquiſhment 
by the French of their conqueſts, the explanation or repeal of 


thought, in the ſituation of this country, might have heen pro- 
0 by negociation. He would be told, however, that, ſup- 
ling this to beſo, what ſecurity could we have for the perform 
nee of theſe engagements on the part of the French? What 
better ſecurity, he would aſk, could we have after the war? un- 


France to reli nquiſi Savoy, and her other conqueſts, or of pre- 
eating the increaſe of her power, but for the purpoſe of inter- 
fering in the internal affairs of France, and of ſubſtituting, in room 
of the preſent, a new government, in which we might place 


by ſome perſons, but had been uniformly and explicitly diſa- 
vowed by the Miniſter, and was fo in the cleareſt and moſt ex- 
preſs terms, at the time he brought down his Majeſty's meſſage 


ton they had heard that day, for a- diſtinct explanation 


tleman had aſked why ſhould war diminiſh the revenue? But are 
act flouriſhing commerce and manufactures the greateſt ſupports 
of the revenue? Does the Right Honourable Gentleman mean 
to ſay, that the manufactures of this country will not be injured 
by war ? Has he had any information of late from Mancheſter, 
Maſley, Norwich, &c. which has induced him to form this 
opinion ? If fo, Mr. Fox declared that his information had been 
(deftly the reverſe; but this would not certainly operate in an 

degree upon his mind, did be conceive the honour and Pn 
intereſts of chis coun 
which had been rep 

probably be again debated, he thought it right to ſay that he re- 


Gi Right Honourable Gentleman talked of the proſperous ſtate 
Yor. II. „ * Mei | of 
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ſome people. But the anſwer he would give to it would be this 


their offenſive decrees, the ſafety of our allies—all theſe, he ' 


Ie, indeed, we are going to war, not for the purpoſe of forcing 


meater reliance. This purpoſe of the war had been approved 


rþefting the war. The language now held, and the declama- 
upon this moſt important point. The Right Honourable Gen- 


to be implicated in the war to the extent 
nted.—As the ſubject of war. would not 


mained of opinion that it might have been avoided; and when 
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deual of the Eaſt India Company's charter. It was neceſſary to 


what advantages the e to communicate to the pub- 
lc, in caſe a renewal of their charter ſhould. bè conſidered a pro- 
per meaſure. He had no heſitation in ſa ing, that, when all the 
circunſtances were fully before the Houſe, he was confident that 


publication of the ſpeech. of his Honourable Friend, every bady 
believed that the charter would be renewed; and he was glad to 
hear that ſuch. was the caſe, becauſe it could only ariſe from a 
wblic conviction, that a renewal of the charter, 1 5 terms 
nd with the regulations on which the Eaſt India Company had 
reed to accept it, would be much for the intereſt of this coun- 
ty in every point of view. It had alſo been ſaid, that it was un- 


rentlemen to conſider the ſituation in which he was placed. 
He muſt, upon the principle contended for, have either with - 
held this 500,0001, from the public, or have delayed his Budget 
ill the final diſcuſſion of that buſineſs. He had never meant to 
fay that the 500,0001. was to counterbalance all objections that 
mipht ariſe to a renewal of the charter, unleſs, by any other pro- 
poſed regulations, an equal ſum was immediately to be derived to 
the public; but it would certainly be a circumſtance in the ſcale, 
ad he begged leave to ſay, that in whatever way the trade in 
India was to be regulated, the public muſt unqueſtionably have 
aright to a participation in the ſurplus which had been acquired 
by the blood and treaſure of this country in conjunction with the 
company. But even on the ſuppoſition, though improbable in 
the higheſt degree, that this ſum ſhould not be derived to the 
public, in whatever way the trade to India may be eventually re- 


rawn, and the amount provided for in ſome other way. As to 
that part of his former ſpeech that night, which had been found 


him that, when bringing forward a demand for large and un- 
vual ſupplies, it was highly relevant and pertinent to ſtate in 
hong terms the urgency and importance of the occaſion which 
tendered theſe ſupplies neceſſary, and which ought to make them 


this, he had in ſome degree begged the queſtion ;*but how hi 
he done this ?—founding it upon the decided and deliberate 


celwed he had ſaid no more than was neceſſary, as well as juſt 
nd proper, and intimately connected with the ſubje& which he 
bad brought forward 

os | U 2 Sir 


ve a previous concert with the Company, in order to aſcertain 


renewal of the Company's charter would appear, to be much 
10 the intereſt of this country. It had been ſaid that, ſince the 
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far to bring forward this 500,000. at preſent. - But he hegged 


2 it would only be neceſſary that it ſnould then be with- 


fault with as ſo unneceſſary and improper—it did appear to 
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be ſubmitted to with cheerfulneſs. He admitted that, in doing 


Onion of a great majority of that Houſe. He therefore con- 
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thiit and wiſe conduct on the 


account of the Commiſſioners "for the reduction of the national 


ive thouſand pounds, be granted to his Majeſty, towards paying 
off and diſchar rging g the debt of the navy. 


his Majeſty, there be iffued and app 


3 


„ i: 1 
Moy, 


"Vir HENRY HOUGHTON could ndt conceive how the 
manufacturing towns in this country could be fu ed to be 
averſe to the war, when in Mancheſter 1600l. had been ſub. 
ſcribed towards the raiſing of marines; he paid high compliments 
to the R ght Honourable the e e of the Exchequer, to 


whom bh faid he felt a great 4 TS for his high 


The ſeveral Refolutions were then put and agreed to, vir. 
* Reſolved, That the fam of two hundred thouſand pounds be 
Seu to his Majeſty, to be iſſued and paid to the Governor and 
ompany of the Bank of England, to be by them placed tothe 


debt. 
Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding five kwdred and ſeventy 


Reſolved, I bat, towards makin g good = fupply pond to 
um of three million 


two bunded and nine thouſand — out of the monies tut 


ſhall arife of the ſurplus of the fund, called the conſolidated fund ( 
from the Sth day of January, 1793» N to the 5th day of April 
| "Hh ; 
An Aceounr of the Total Net Produce of the Tana for on 
n _— the 5th Day of Janyary, 179 3 
| . 5 e 0 Sugars 
CUSTOMS - - - 38 7,743 7 108 Frith 
EXCISE - - - 7,301,017 8 vM'ocig 
STAMPS - - - 1,206, 84˙ o Malt 
3 | Bills ar 
| 4474601 17 4 Game 
— 
| * INCIDENTS. 
Conſolidated Letter Money, 1787 - 156,000 . 
Ditto — Salt 305,993 4 Total o 
Seizures ſince ie 2 gh of October, 555 23,097 5 WW (oa o 
Proffers | - ditto '; 1 34 44 16 + Total o 
Letter Money "5p - ditto 203,484 3 e 
Allum Mines — ese, 900 0 
Compoſitions - ditto 1 69 
Fines and Forfeitares - = ditto. 500 0 0 7 
Rent of a Light Houſe - ditto 0 13-4 5 he ; 
Alienation Duty LR ts nr 15 ut a fe. 
6d. Deduction c on Fenſions, 248 June, 1721 41-299 0 appeared 


295. od 


— 
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164611. | +, iv . d. 
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Ten per Ceat. on Allelled Taxes 8519 8 34 
| 1 $32,760 be, c# 


4 1 4 3 
7 5" Tt 
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Delachl es 88 5 Apri 19 1 1 4 = 
45 Houſes and Windows, loth October, 0 381 1 7 f 
ents Inhabited Houſes, 177979 4 75 * i 
r, to Hawkers and Pedlars, A 5, 80 g 
high Hackney Coaches and Chairs, 1ſt wes 1 1885 0 : 5 k 
A Dito — 1284 3 42,100 o o a 
. Male Setvants, 1 1 — - 98, 372 9 5 N 
ds be Female ditto ditto 7 - | 26,426 2 97 75 
rand Horſs ditto -1 =. 135,932 1 bt * 
o the Four Wheel Carriages, ditto = = 153,896 14 24 F 
ional Two Wheel ditto. . ditto, | +. - 344259. 15 4 1 
Waggons — ino % 110 is 
enty Carts | | 9420 ditto CIWS - 5 8,0 15 1 Sz 14 8 3 | 
Fir Fruits of the Clergy ;- — 4.339 10 12 of 
ed to Tenths _— ditto - — — 9,902 14 | 34 | F 
lion Men e Wia 7 (Arrears ö | 4 13 0 [3 
tu Houſes and Windows 1747» 1762, and 41 1 2 0 14 
fund (Arrears) | | | We 
1 | : Her 
- dorIes, Anno 101. 5 5 } 
i ogars, Cuſtors 9 — = 182,880 17 84 15 
108 Frith Spirits, Exciſe - = 112,294 0 0 1 
boceign ditto „ = 142,286 0.0 1 
Malt - | 8 4 | _ 90,956 0 0 | 7 
Bills and Rates 2 ta „ „ 18 
4 Game Duty _ 5 17,174 16 7 1 : 


Tow © of 1 Exciſe, and Stamps. | 12426203 17 4 
Total of Incidents |, » 4 2 16 3 
Total of n Auna 1791 e 


£4.24 26:2 62008 ; 
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The above is the Kennt laid bi the Halbe of eee 

but a few days afterwards the following ( apparently by author ity) 

appeared in the public — 4 
BY 
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- An inacqurate ſtatement having appeared of the amount af 
the Exciſe Duty for the laſt year,” we are enabled to ſtate i 
zccurately: - | CHE ß ru fa + 
Paid into the Exchequer, between the 
10th October 1791, and 10th October, 


1792, 1 N F 
England,. Pond 8 tbe Hh £:8,1 14,403 15 f 
Scotland, „ de ee 


. Total, 
; al 2 BE 


5 ; £:8,46c,403 15 8 
Paid into the Exchequer, between the 
." 5th January, 1792, and 5th January, 
England, — oc £.$;031,026 8 8 
»»» ode o 0 


Total - L. 8, 368,26 8 8 
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5 * The ATTORNEY GENERAL gave notice that he 


ſhould. to-morrow move for leave to bring in a bill for more ei. 
ſectually preventing traiterous correſpondence between diſaffeCted 
individuals in this ag nk the foreign enemy. 

-+» MAJOR MAITLAND objected to the bringing forward 
motion of ſo important a nature on a day dedicated to private 


buſfneſG. by 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL declared his readinek tol 


poſtpone the motion till the day following (which, after the 
Followin 8 debate, was agreed to). g 8 

Mr 8 ERIDAN wiſhed the buſineſs to be put off till Ff 
day, ſince a ſuhject of ſuch importance ſhould not, in his opinion, 
be brought before the Houſe on a day when the queſtion of the 
Slave J rade was likely to produce fo much diſcuſſion. 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER obſer, 


that the motion of his Learned Friend could not come forward 
too ſoon, as it was a matter of public ſafety. The ſubjeR of the 
lave trade no doubt had been allotted for Thurſday ; but ſome 


circumſtances had induced him to think that it would not pro- 
duce fo long a diſcuſſion as might have been expected. He there- 


fore was not forthepeſtponement of a motion of ſuch importance, 


and to which he conceived no gentleman in that Houſe could 
have reaſon to feel nu oſſible objetion. | 
Mr. SHERIDA? 


thought" that the debate on 1 
. 2 wo ; A go, | 4 Ry: 2 


Me 
that k 
mat th 
Houſe 
proper. 
prove 

un 
> Thi 
think 
which 
fay—t! 
correſf 


tor the 
traikerc 
nature 
exertec 
night, 
oh 1 
withor 
The 
ſhould 
ground 
hoped 
himſel 
welfare 


Opinio! 
Mr. 
The 

were t 


dered. 


\ 


Mixer 13, 1793. ORNAIlIIl. rag 


Nö, 
dn kind would take place in the firſt inſtance, aud thatefore 
it hat the motion ſhonld be brought forward on a day when the 


Houſe would be well attended, and the minds of the Members 
properly prepared.” He truſted that Miniſters would produce and 
pore the facts' which" they had thought proper to make the 
rounds of fuch' a motion: Ee ITT e 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEOQUER did not 


I 

0 think proper, at the preſent moment, to anticipate the debate 
4 which might take place on the ſubject. But thus much he would 
81 - that if any facts could have been actually proved of traiterous 
. correſpondence, his Learned Friend, inſtead of making them the 


ound of his preſent motion, would officially have proceeds! 
— the perſons concerned for high treaſon. The dbje&t of 
the motion was to prevent ſuch correſpondence, and thus deſtro 


9 m evil which had exiſted during former wars againſt France, | 
0 da that country was a leſs dangerous enemy than at preſent. © '- 
= Mr. GREY faid, that the objections which might be urged 10 
91 :21inſt the Learned Gentleman's motion aroſe from a conſci- | 
"ret ouſneſs that government was already veſted with power ſufficient 3 
for the proſecution and puniſhment of thoſe who entered into 2 1 
miterous correſpondence with the enemy. If any facts of that 5 
be nature could be adduced, why were not thoſe powers vigorouſl . 
el exerted? The preſent meaſure, however, if he underſtood 1 15 
ded right, went to create new and extraordinary powers for that pur- 7s 
ple; and he thought that ſuch powers ought not to be created il 
or without the diſcovery of new and extraordinary grounds. 18 
Vale The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, that he certainly IB 
| ſhould feel it neceſſary,” on the day of diſcuſſion, to ſtate the 5 
e crounds of the meaſure which he intended to propoſe; and he i 
th hoped it would not be thought extraordinary that he had proved | 
himſelf anxious, at the preſent critical juncture, to canſult the 1 
Fre welfare of the country, © i 208 3 
2 Mr. GREY ſpoke a few words in reply. 9 
ved, © Fs r Marcn 13. N 13 0 7 
ard Mr. ALDERMAN CURTIS moved, that a: petition pte- 
the ſented ſome time fince in behalf of the citizens of London, pray- 
me ing that the duty laid on coals, in the reign of Queen Anne, 
pro- might be referred to a Committee, that they might report their 
ere- opinion thereon, as ĩt ſſiould appear to them, to the Houſe: - 
ce, Mr. ALDERMAN ANDERSON ſupported the motion. 
uld The CHANCELLOR. of the EXCHEQUER ſaid, there 
were two points of view in which the petition might be conſi- 
fo &red, Ihe one was a queſtion of policy, whether the duties in 


qu eſtion 
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for that was all the motion went. to.— As to the obſervation o lat the r 


thing of chat poifit, for they preferred their petition laſt * 
- of Fatliament, when the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
. culated" upon fifteen years peace, and when he was as ile 0 
: Grous to enter into this ſubject as he was at preſent. This du 
he was ſure ought to have heen repealed laſt year, and that ufo 


a local duty, appropriated for a time to a local purpoſe, and tha 


local one was at an end, was an injuſtice which tune can ne" 
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queſtion ought to be repealed at the preſent ſeaſon? The other, 
| whether the duties had been applied.in the manner intendet !r MP 
the legiſlature ? He entered into an hiſtory of this duty. In tic WW, - 1 
reign-of Queen Ann, the ſum of three ſhillings per chaldron ray t 
was laid upon coals in the port of London, in addition to the her 

ſum of five ſhillings upon all coals; this was for, the purpoſe 
8 ee . were 
ef building fiſty-two churches. - By the firſt; of Geo. I. this 1 
duty was made applicable to the maintenance of the miniſter Oxfor 
ot e as well as the building of them. By the 5th of vpon 
Geo. I. the duty was declared to be continued for 32 years. ewa 
the 6th of Geo. I. the duty was made perpetual, and made pat I 1. 
of a fund called the South Sea Fund, to charge annuities upon Mr. 
the South Sea Company. The conſequence o which was, that UT 
the whole of it had ſince been appropriated for public purpoſe; poll 
nd by the 28th of Geo. II. it made part of the Conſolidated Jt ye 
Fund. He then entered into general obſervations upon the m- h.. 
ture of taxes, admitted this to be unequal, and to have been dull! 
enacted for a local purpoſe ; but did not think that any objection LG ho 
could fairly be made againſt its continuing to be carried to the tnt we 
ſervice of the public, after all the acts of Parliament declaring i ne Ch 
d be ſo appropriated. As to the queſtion of expediency, he fad, bead to: 
it — 2 tens. annually to the public ſervice, and he dds ux 
not think that it ſhould now be taken off at the outlet of tic by an e 
ö args -», | BLISS 16941. into, thi 
N Mr. ALDERMAN CURTIS ſaid, that his conſtituents dy provi 
were not very ſanguine in their expectations on this ſubject. ance of t 
Mr. FOX ſaid, he had no authority from his conſtituents, vbornäng! 
had alſo preſented their petition upon this ſubject, to make a def Proper er 
claration fimilar to that made by the -worthy magiſtrate. Hell er 11 
did not conceive that becauſe they had for many years ſubmitte Lord 
to pay an unjuſt and unreaſonable tax, that therefore they e heard 
ſhould ſuffer the injuſtice and oppreſſion to continue for eres buftt 
without making their complaint. The queſtion was, whetheelrous 


the Houſe ought now to enter into a conſideration of this duty 


being at war, the anſwer was clear. The petitioners knew no- 


altendance 
A thort 
ord Cart 


2- principle which called for the repeal of it now. . That it v 
it had been changed afterwards to a public purpoſe, after th. 
Vol. 1 


ſanction 


= 


— 
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ary Mon He then took notice of the groſs injuſtice of con- | 
by 2 the duty, as it ſtood long after the purpoſe of impoſing it 
he lad been anſwered, and of changing it from a local and tempo- 
on, rary tax into a public and permanent one. it was not only a 
he hardſhip on the inhabitants of London, but upon all thoſe who 
ole vere ſupplied with coals from the port of London, and who had 
bis no intereſt whatever in the original creation of the tax, Surrey, 
en 0xford, and other counties. He hinted; that a ſhilling addition 
of upon all places, or perhaps nine-pence, would anſwer this duty; 


te was ſure that would be leſs objectionable than the -preſent 
node, which was certainly partial and oppreſſivde. 

Mr. ROSE obſerved, that the citizens of London could not 
be faid to have been taken by ſurpriſe when this tax was made 


z public one, for in the year 1719 they preſented a petition on 


that very ſubject, and the petition was rejefted.. _ 
Mr. SHERIDAN faid, if it could be proved that no mode 
could be adopted to ſupply the loſs of 1 30,0001. to the public, 
be ſhould vote againſt the preſent petition, becauſe he was ſure 
that we could not ſpare that or any other ſum at preſent; but 


gl the Chancellor of the Exchequer had ſaid nothing that could 
ad, e to a hope, that even when the war {hall be concluded, that 
da eis tax ſhall be taken off or modified; all he ſaid had tended to 
mehr an eternal bar againſt it. If a committee were to be gone 


into, the objection of leſſening the revenue might be anſwered 
by providing that the duty ſhould continue during the continu- 
ance of the war, Mr. Sheridan made ſeveral other obſervations 
ending to inforce. the propriety of committing the petition. to 
proper enquiry. _ | | Ele Hs 
Sir WATKIN LEWES ſupported the motion. , _ :. 
Lord WILLIAM RUSSEL faid, it was with ſome ſurpriſe 
ke heard that the citizens of London were not very ſanguine in 
lis buſineſs; thoſe with whom he had converſed were very 
ſelirous that attention ſhould be paid to the ſubject, and his 
onſtituents had ſuch hopes of ſucceſs, that they dd not expecr 


er the meaſure was to be oppoſed.  __ 
wy The Houſe divided. EO BT RE ge 
_ 3 For committing the petition, 6 


Againſt it, e Pra: the ie 
The Houſe then proceeded to call over the names of the de- 
ah on the ballot of yeſterday, and to receive excuſes for non- 
alltendance, | 55 | 1 R 5 
A ſhort debate aroſe on the propriety of the excuſe offered by 
od Carhampton.— The Houſe divided FV 
| For receiving the excuſe, - 17 
A 6 ⁵ĩ K ˙ 46: 


wer I . 
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3 
His Lordſhip was therefore ordered into the cuſtody of the | Mar 
ſerjeant at arms.— As were alſo Mr. William Lee Antonie and baſtar 
Mr. Harcourt, for not attending their duty in Parliament jmpot 

. 4 2 were ordered, on motion, . diſcharged at the riſmy of and © 
the Houfe, on payment of their fees. e which 

| pps PD belief 
n Marcn 14. NY Gag 

The order of the day being read. and the Houſe having gone Thi 
into a committee of the whole Houſe on Stewart's divorce hill and N. 
counſel were heard at the bar, and ſeveral witneſſes examined to ther at 
prove the adulterous intercourfe, &c. After which, on the fe- The 
cond reading of the claufe, baſtardizing all the iſſue born line 
December 1785; and the queſtion being put, that that clauſe 

| ſhovld ſtand part of the bill, dats | The 

Mr. FOX roſe, and ſtated, that he had uniformly oppoſel The 
clauſes of this kind in all divorce bills, on which he had been to him, 
called upon to give his vote in that Houfe ; and he ſhould moſ mined 

_ - certainly continue to do ſo, becauſe it appeared to hint to be bring fe 
contrary to the firſt principles of natural juſtice, to tecide upon ing tral 
the rights of individuals who were not parties, and had no oppor- morrow 

tunity of being heard in their defence. — Whatever might be the The 
impreſſion on the minds of gentlemen, from the teſtimony mderſt: 
| which had been juſt adduced upon no principle of juſtice could length, 
ee any thing, or be in any ſhape contidered as evidence brought 
wit reſpect to the children, who were not parties, and of courſe think it 
could have no opportunity either of croſs examining the wit. regard t 
neſſes, or of redarguinz their teftimony by a contrary proof; ons. 
and, in this particular caſe, the general argument on which he now det 
reſted his opinion might perhaps apply ſtill more forcibly, be- ton, F 
cauſe there was no party actually before the Houſe who ap- | 
peared to. have an intereſt to diſprove the teſtimony of theſe | 
. witneſſes. —Beſides, as this was a matter properly cognizable in Mr, I 
courts of law, there could he ng neceſſity for this extraordinary | wing tl 
interference of the legiſlature; — with reſpect to the divorce the] Fetrie, o 
caſe was different; for the vinculum matrimoni could not be di.. pm the 
ſolved, ſo as to enable the parties to marry again, except by att Common 
of Parliament. — Mr. rox went at large into the ſubject, and tamed } 
concluded with giving. his moſt determined oppoſition to the that the « 
clauſe, - J matter th 
A The Honourable Mr. ERSKINE differed entirely from his ammitte 
Right Hon. Friend, and ſupported the propriety of baftarlxzing ILL Fo 
_ clauſes in divorce bills, both from precedent and upon principles. | I 
He was net prepared to charge the legiſlature with havipg vio⸗ The A 
lated, in a great variety of caſes, every principle of juſtice: on ntion fo 
the contrary, appeared to him both juſt and proper to relieveß en 
a man from the dreadful calamity of having a {puriqus race 0 expreſſ 
| | PEE | |  ..- batad Wt when 
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F 
baſtards fathered upon him, and it was frequently of the greateſt” 


importance both to the honour and intereſt and to the peace 


and quiet of families. In this caſe, he thought the evidence 


which the committee had juſt heard excluded the poſſibility of 


belef that the children were or could be the children of Mr. 


Stewart, and he would therefore ſupport the clauſe. 


The Attorney and Solicitor Generals, Mr. Hawkins Browne, 
nd Mr. ſenkinſon, ſpoke againſt the clauſe; and Mr, Anſtru- 


her and Mr. Burke in favour of it. | 
The Houſe divided, | 
For the clauſe 86 
| %% 11 ED a. | 
The bill was then ordered to be read a third time on the 18th. 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, it had been intimated 
to him, that the queſtion which the committee had juſt deter- 
nined ſhould be diſcuſſed before any other buſineſs; he did not 
hing forward the motion of which he had given notice reſpect- 


ng traitorous correſpondence, but he ſhould bring it forward to- 
morrow inſtead of this evening. | N | 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER aid, that 


mderſtanding this ſubject was not likely to lead to very great 
lkngth, he ſhould truſt the army exfraordinaries mould be 


bought forward afterwards, and perhaps that the Houſe would 
think it deſirable that ſome regulation ſhould be made with 
regard to the remaining part of the petitions for conteſted elec- 
tons. All the queſtions reſpecting the ſeats, except one, were 


nw determined, the others were reſpecting the rights of elec- 


ton, He ſhould have ſomething to ſubmit on that ſubject. 
99 Manen 18. | 


Mr. BASTARD, as chairman of the ſele&t committee for 
tying the merits of the Cricklade election, reported that Mr. 
Petrie, one of the petitioners, had been arreſted on a proceſs 
ſom the court of King's Bench, and another from the court of 
Common Pleas, and Tat he had applied to the committee, and 
tamed his privilege, to be relieved from theſe arreſts. Ordered, 
hat the complaint be referred to a committee, to examine the 
matter thereof, and to ſearch for precedents; and that the ſelect 
onmittee have leave to adjourn to the 19th. — 


ILL FOR PREVENTING TREASONABLE CORRESPONDENCE. « | 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL roſe to make his promiſed | 
ion for leave to bring in a bill for preventing a treaſonable 


orelpondence with France, and for other purpoſes therein to 


expreſſed, during the continuance. He ſet out with ſaying, . 


kt when he was about to * * the paſſing of a new law, he 
| 2 


felt 
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felt it to be his indiſpenſable duty to ſtate the grounds on which ſhout 
he. thought it neceſſary or expedient that it ſbould paſs, to the lands 
end that the Houſe, having the whole caſe within its view, might {cribi 
be the better able to judge whether his propoſition ought to be war! 
adopted or rejected. It was fit then that at the very outſet he a ſte} 
ſhould explain what he meant by the word correſpondence,” befor 
and ſtate; preciſely what it was he wanted to reſtrain or prevent, er 
By. correſpondence he did not mean merely thę fact of letter nece! 
writing, but any commerce, intercourſe, or tranſaction, with the Exerc 
ans enemies. The ſtatute which was conſidered as the whic 
ſtandard for deſcribing and defining the crime of treaſon, was the forei 
25th of Edward the Third. The framers of that ſtatute might to fa) 
be thought by ſome to have ſo clearly and diſtinctly defined the reſou 
different ſpecies of -treaſons, as to make it meet every caſe that on th 
could poſſibly occur in times to come: it had ſo happened, how- erer 
ever, that the pra had frequently paſſed laws for explaining port 
the meaning of the 25th ,of Edward the Third, and ſhewing any | 
what-might be conſidered as imagining the King's death ; what Fran 
came within the meaning of the words © levying war againſt ough 
him;“ and pointing out who were to be lacks upon as ſuch mean 
enemies of the King, as that an adherence to them would be an } of ſh 
act of high treaſon. Many new laws were paſſed ſubſequent to made 
the 25th of Edward the Third, extending the penalties of treaſon {hou] 
to acts which by that ſtatut: were not made treaſonable. Thee have 
laws were all repealed by the 1ſt of Philip and Mary, and the inten 
25th of Edward the Third was left as the only one reſpecting of tl, 
treaſons. In the ſubſequent reign, viz. that of Elizabeth, the woul 
legiſlature judged it expedient. to enact fame new ſtatutes, an- to be 
nexing the penalties of high treaſon to acts therein ſpecified; and ende 
in the reigns of William and Mary and Queen Anne, ſome tem- any ſ 
parary laws were paſſed of the ſame nature and complexion ; all} licend 
of which might be conſidered as explanatory of the 25tl of that t 
Edward the Third. Upon theſe various precedents he juſtified the he m 
' meaſure which he intended this day to propoſe, viz. a bill which harſh 
ſhould remove all doubts whether the Nader of 25th of Edward ſubjec 
the Third did or did not extend: to the various acts which he ſhould pt Fr 
therein enumerate, by enacting that the perſon by whom they in Et 
ſhould be perpetrated ſhould be Wael e be guilty of high hou] 
treaſon. He meant then. to propoſe that the ſelling or ſending] any | 
of naval or military ſtores by any of his Majeſty's fied, rel thou] 
dent either in or out of his daominions, to France, or to or for the accou 
uſe of the perſons exerciling the government of France, or for made 
their armies.qr fleets, ſhould be prohibited under the penalty of Houl 
high treaſon. This was a ſtep to which he could not foreſce the they 
ſmalleſt poſſible objection. "He next propoſed that all his Ma- 8 01 
decre 


jeſty's ſubjecis, whether reſident in or out of his l 
- 5 * | e I 2 n | ſhould 


Mac ic. n J 0 RN Al. os, | 
would under the ſame. penalty be reſtrained, from, purghaſing, i 
lands in France, or ſtock in the funds of that country, or :{ub- , Pe 
{riding to any loan opened or to be opened 2 the preſent. is 
war by the perſons exerciſing the government of France, Such; 1 
a ſtep as this, he, admitted, had never been, l 8 
before the preſent ; but then it muſt be allowed that no caſe had 4 
ever before occurred, in which it could be ſaid to have begun 1 
neceſſary. He did not mean to ſay how the perſons actually * 
exerciſing the government of France had acquired the lands {I 
which they were now. putting up to ſale; that conſideration. was. 1 
foreign to his preſent purpoſe; all that it was neceſſary for him 3 
to lay in defence of this part of his meaſure was, that the o 5 i 
reſource which thoſe perſons had for raiſing a fund for carrying. 1 
on the war was the ſale of thoſe lands, &c. and therefore, who-.. 5 
ever became a purchaſer of them, contributed ſo far to the ſup- 1 
port of the war; and ſurely it would be readily allowed that, if 9 
my of his Majeſty's ſubjects ſhould thus contribute to enable if 
France to proſecute the preſent war againſt Great Britain, they. af! 
ought td be puniſhed 3s traitors to their king and country. He [i-th 
meant alſo to propoſe that, during the preſent war, all * e 775 
of ſhips to, or from, France to any part of the globe ſhould be Fl 
made penal in any of. his Majeſty's ſubjects. If this propoſition . 11 
ſhould be deemed too broad or too extenſve, the Houſe would. i 
have an opportunity of limiting it when the bill for, which he Wot 
intended to move ſhould be in the committee. The principle 4% 
of His meaſure he conſidered as nearly ſelf-evidently juſt, as it. 171 
would be abſurd in this country to ſuffer the trade of her enemy toll 
to be protected or covered from riſk by Britiſh ſubjects. He in- 3H 
tended to introduce a clauſe for making it a miſdemeanor. in Wit. 
any ſubject of the crown to go to France without his Majeſty's. bit: 
licence previouſſy procured. To this clauſe he did not conceiye . 11. 


l Nu 
0 
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that there could be any objection. But there was another which 
he meant alſo to propoſe, and which poſſibly might be deemed . 
harſh or ſevere ; and that was to prohibit any ot his Majeſty's 

ſubjects actually in France, or who ſhall be within the territories , 
of France during the preſent war, from returning to or landing 
in England without a paſſport from his Majeſty. The abs. 
ſhould further enact, that if, notwithſtanding this prohibition, 

any ſuch ſubjects ſhould return without ſuch paſſport, they 
ſhould be bound to make a declaration in writing, containing an 
account of their names, an account of the 5 Which, had. 
made them enter the French territories, &c. which declaration 
ſnould be delivered to the maſter of the veſſel on board of which "ii 
ney had returned, to be by him given to the chief officer of the 'M 
cuſtoms of the port, to be tranſmitted to one of his Majeſty's . = 
ecretaries of State; and that until a paſſport ſhould be 11775 ; 1 
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their appearance when 


_ concluded with the following motion: | | 
That leave be given to bring in a bill, more effectually to 
« prevent, during the war, all traiterous correſpondence with, 
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nſitted to them from the Secretary of State, they ſhould he | 
bound to remain within ſuch limits as ſhould be preſcribed in 
the clavle, except they ſhould in the mean time give ſufficient | 


ſecurity to one or two neighbouring juſtices of the. peace for 


at liberty to quit thoſe limits and repair to their reſpective 
homes. From the operation of this clauſe he meant to exempt 


all perſons employed in the public ſervice, and ſuch as ſhould | 
have paſſed through France ſolely as travellers. If perſons of a 
different deſcription were to be affected by the clauſe; if per- 
ſons who might have left England for purpoſes by no means in- 
nocent in the eye of the law, it could not be faid that they 
were treated with hardſhip if they were prevented from return- 
ing during the war, or were ſubject to ſuch reſtriftions as might 


he for the fafety and ſecurity of this country. In enacting the 


penalties of high treaſon againſt the different acts which he | 


meant to include in his bill, he intended that theſe penaltics 


ſhould be fuch only as attached upon perſons convicted of that 
ſpecies of high treaſon, which came under the denomination of 


counterfeiting the king's coin; and which of courſe would not 


work any forfeiture or corruption of blood, deprive the heir of | 


the eſtate of his convicted anceſtor, or the widow of her dower. 
Aiter a variety of obſervations of this nature, Sir. John Scott 


1 


or aid or aſſiſtance being given to, his Majeſty's enemies.“ 


Mr. FOX faid he could not allow this meaſure to paſs, even 
| bed diſap- 

probation of it, and declaring it to be, in his opinion, contrary 

to 7 principle of freedom and juſtice. The Learned Gentle- 


through its firſt ſtage, without expreſſing his moſt mar 


man who made the motion had ſtated, that doubts had heen en- 
tertained, whether the 25th of Edward the Third did or did not 
extend to certain acts, which might be confidered as dangerous 


to the State: if that was the cafe, he might have moved for a | 
Fill for removing thoſe doubts, a meaſure to which he, for one, | 
could have had no objection, But to a mcafure of the extent 


and complexion of that which was now propoſed, he muſt 
either give his moſt determined oppoſition, or renounce every 
idea of what he conceived to be his duty to his conftituents and 


to the public. The Learned Gentleinan had enumerated 
many temporary acts paſſed by former Parliaments, and ſtated 


them as precedents which governed his conduct on this occaſion; 
bot he believed it would be allowed that at leaſt one part'of his 
plan was without a precedent, and perſectly novel in the hiſtory 
the E-nolith legiſlation ; and that, was the clauſe for prevent- 
N ing 
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ing Britiſh ſubjects from purchaſing lands in France, or flock in 


the French funds. The reaſon why no ſuch prohibition was 
erer thought of in this country before was very obvious, it was 
that property was held to be ſacred; and that one quality in- 
ſeparable from property was, that the proprietor ſhould be at 
liberty to diſpoſe of it according to his judgment or inclination, 
it being underſtood that he did not diſpoſe of it in ſuch a way as 
would expoſe him to the penalties of the 25th of Edward the 
Thind. The meaſure he conſidered as repugnant to ſound 
policy as it was to juſtice, For ſound policy required that na- 
tional funds ſhould be open. to receive the money of perſons of 
al countries, and that property once admitted 'mto them ſhould 
de held ſacred. England acting upon this policy, had never 
juiged it expedient to prevent her own ſubjects from laying out 
their money either in the purchaſe of lands or ſtock even in an 
enemy's country. He remembered that report ſtated, that 
during the American war it was ſuggeſted to the Noble Lord 
who was then at the head of adminiſtration, that the ſtate of 
Pennſylvania, then actually in rebellion, and at war with us, had 
property in the Engliſh funds, and that it would be adviſable to 
{:ize and confiſcate it to the public uſe. The Noble Lord re- 
ceived the ſuggeſtion with indignation, and rejected the propoſed 
meaſure as one that was repugnant to national intereſt as well 
z; to national character and honour. Indeed, ſound policy re- 
quired that ſurrounding nations ſhould be impreſſed with the 
idea that men ought not to be deterred from ſubſcribing to the 
bans of countries with which they might ſome time or other be 
at war; and the nation whoſe credit and good faith ſtood the 
higheſt, would be the greateſt gainer by a ſtrict adherence to this 
policy. To that part of the bill which went to prohibit his 
Majeſty's ſubjects from ſupplying the French with naval and 
military ſtores, he did not mean ſeriouſly to object; and yet he 
was not clear that even this was ſound policy; for, as war was 
at preſent carried on, it was more a matter of revenue than of 
any thing elle; revenue was almoſt its ſole object, and, -conſe- 
quently, the ſale of arms, by which one nation would be a 
ganer, and by which the war might not be protracted a ſingle 
month, might be allowed with more advantage than would at- 
tend the prohibition. This however he gave merely as a private 
opinion, which he meant not to preſs upon the Houſe. As to 
the clauſe for prohibiting Britiſh fubjects from inſuring French 
hips and property, he without the leaſt heſitation pronounced 
t to be highly injudicious and impolitic. Inſurance was a kind 
of trade, which, if it was not gainful, would not be carried an; 
ad as in trade in general it was to the balance that men locked 
lor the profit, and not to this particular branch or that, 1 1 


168 PARLIAMENTARY” Conor, i > 
balance upon the whole of the inſurance was in our faygur, it rh 
Maſt follow that France would be a loſer by juſt as much as we 11 F 
fhould be gainers; and N gar” it would be impolitic to none? 
check or prohibit the means by which a gainful commerce or | Ty 
ſpeculation was carried on by our merchants, to whom, on ac: ſpeak 
count of their ſuperior wealth and good faith, all the other traders Sos bi 
of Europe looked up, and who were therefore in the poſſeſſion, be bot 

- almoſt excluſively, of the trade of inſurance, from which Eng- would 
land derived annually a very conſiderable balance. With reſpc& other 
to the clauſe for preventing any of his Majeſty's ſubjects from WM the 103 
going to France during the war, he did not conſider it as objec- and th 
tionable on any other ground than this, that, it Was very uunc- princix 
ceſſary, as it was not likely that in the preſent ſtate of that in ſup 
country Engliſhmen ſhould feel any temptation to truſt them- vr, | 
ſelyes to the hazards neceſſarily attendant upon a reſidence there WM interel 
during the exiſting crifis. But to the clauſe for preventing tle m eve! 
return of His Majeſty's ſubjects without a paſſport from a Secre- hal no 
tary of State, allowing them to come home, he was determined | whole 
to give every oppoſition in his power, becauſe fuch a clauſe No: ti 
would leave at the mercy of the King's miniſters a very conti- D 
detable number of Britiſh ſubjects, and put it in the power of her en 
the crown to keep out of England during the, war any. perſon 8 
with whoſe political opinions miniſters ſhould happen not to be N 
pleaſed. If the Secretary of State was bound to give the paſſport 5 beck 
when it was aſked much of this objection would be done away; Let get 
but, as it was left entirely to his diſcretion to grant or refuſe it, with | 
he would not conſent that every one of his fellow ſubjects ſhould country 
be expoſed to the effects of the whim, caprice, or malignity of Wl Ty. r 
any ſervant of the crown. Upon the whole the bill appeared to without 
him'calculated to eſtabliſh for a time meaſures which were either demned 
unneceſſary and impolitic, or unjuſt and oppreſſive; and'therc- WM who ar 
fore it ſhould meet with his decided oppoſition, even in that early the mo 
„ | r IS oh that pa 
he SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, that if any thing ang 
were wanting to convince him of the neceſſity of the prcient| Were { 
motion, that conviction would be amply ſupplied by an evident guard a 
conſciouſneſs of ſoreneſs on the part of the Right Honourable tew, to 
Gentleman, which could not exiſt without ſome conſcioulncls WW oontry 
of truth. It was ſurpriſing that the Honourable Gentleman ad co 
ſhould deem it unneceſſary for the Attorney General to have of Parli 
given any explanation of the preciſe meaning of the word cot- the fam 
eſpondence, ſince he had himſelf been perſonally aſked by ſexc- the ſand 
Fl members for an explanation of har Jeu term. Mr. * it his co 
ford theri'proceedet to reply to the ſeveral objections which ha Mr.“ 
been urged againſt the intended bill. With regard to the pro dee pre 
bibition of the ſale of articles to the French, if thoſe _ ol. 
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ere advantageous to the purpoſes of war, the. queſtion became a 
queſtion of POReys and was neither more nor leſs than this: 
ill the gain to the country thus. ariſing from an acquiſition of 
money, overbalynce the danger of fupplying our enemies with 
| «rms? That wars were wars of revenue only was, | generall 


peaking, true: other wars had been wars of revenue, but this 


was not ſo, The preſent meaſure therefore appeared to him to 
tx both expedient and wife, though its expedience and wiſdom 
would be beſt diſcuſſed at the time of bringing in the bill. An- 
ther ground of objection was the clauſe intended to prohibit 
the loan of money on the ſecurity of landed property in France; 
and the inſtance of the refuſal of a late Miniſter to act on the 
yinciple of that clauſe, during the American war, was adduced 
in ſupport of that objection. With regard to the American 


war, however, one grand reaſon: of our failure was the private 


intereſt which many individuals in this country felt in ſo unhappy 


an event. But the danger in the preſent inſtance was, France 


had no other means of carrying on the war than by ſelling her 
whole ſubſtance :' and to whom was ſhe to: ſell it? to herſelf ? 
No: to individuals of this country; by which means ſhe would 


leriye reſources to carry on the war, and weaken the force of 


her enemies, by engaging a part of them to feel an intereſt in 
her cauſe. No advantage could ariſe to us from the principle 
of allowing ſuch a loan, fince it was not likely for the French 
to feel themſelves equally capable to purchaſe in our funds. 
Let gentlemen conſider the danger of an. intercouſe, ' juſt now, 
with France, and then decide for what good purpoſe to this 
country Engliſhmen could feel an inducement to reſort thither ! 
The requiſition of their not being permitted to quit France 
without a licence, or a paſſport, from his majeſty, was con- 
lemned: but was it not neceſſary, at ſuch a time, to know 
who and what they were from whom the circumſtances of 
the moment led us to feel ſuch apprehenſions? The object of 
that part of the bill was not to impute to every, Engliſhman 
nling to and from Paris any charge of diſaffection; but there 
vere ſome characters in that capital whom it was neceſſary to 
guard againſt, and the object of the bill was, by blocking out a 
kw, to ſecure the welfare of the whole who reſided in this 
country, Mr. Mitford then adverted to ſome other particulars, 
ad concluded by obſerving, that during former wars acts 
of Parliament had been paſſed affording againſt ſimilar offences 
the fame ſpecies of proviſion; and that the meaſure had received 
tic ſanction of our anceſtors, and for that reaſon he ſhould give 


this cordial aſſent. ENTS een WHEN a. 
Mr. MARTIN obſerved, that he had originally been againſt 
\ preſent war, but that, as Sans involved in it, he 
ol. II. == Eo ons , 
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wiſhed us to get our of it as ſpeedily as poſſible, The accom. 
_ pliſhment of that object appeared to be intended by the preſent | 
bill; which being calculated to prevent the French from carry- 
ing on the war, ſhould meet with his hearty ſupport. Hh 
thought it fair, however, to ſay, that he felt it his duty, at the 
ſame time, to hold ſome reſervation on his own mind, till he 
mould ſee the bill, leſt any thing thould be contained in it op- 
preſſive to the rights of the natives in this count jr. 
Mr. ERSK INE faid, the learned gentleman; who had made 
the motion was certainly miſtaken, if he imagined that the gen- 
tlemen on the oppoſition ſide of the Houſe were not as heartily 
attached as he was to the cauſe of their country, and as well di(- 
poſed as any ſet of ſubjects in the king's dominions to concur in 
every * neceſſary for the defence or ſecurity of the ſtate. 
The preſent meaſure however did not appear to him to be df 
that deſcription; and he moſt earneſtly recommended it to 
ntlemen, in the interval between this day and that on which 
the bill ſhould be brought in, to read Lord Hale's pleas of the 
crown, in which they weuld find the moſt marked diſapproba- 
tion expreſſed by that able lawyer of thoſe various temporary 
ſtatutes of treaſon to which the learned gentleman had alluded. 
He was happy that he was able to quote fo great an authority 
don this occaſion, an authority to which the profeſſion would 
bow with reverence. He ſaid, he rejoiced that his own ex- 
-perience had not enabled him to make himſelf much acquainted 
with the law of treaſon; he knew little more of it than what he! 
had read whilſt he was a ſtudent; for, to the honour of this 
country, he could fay that, during the fifteen years he had been 
at the bar, he had never ſeen more than one trial for treaſon 
_ againſt the ſtate. Previous to the 25th of Edward the Third, 
the law reſpecting treaſon was ſo looſe and vague, that no may 
could define it, and conſequently no man . be ſure of bis 
life or property: the enacting therefore of the above ſtatute wa 
an extraordinary benefit to the people, and fo great an acquil:s 
tion was it deemed, that the Parliament which paſſed it was called 
a bleſſed Parliament. However, in-proceſs of time, judicial ex- 
poſitions of that act took place which carried the conſtruction 
beyond the letter of the law; and various ſtatutes: were alfa 
made which extended the penalties of high treaſon to adit 
by no means within either the letter or ſpirit of the 25th ol 
Edward the Third. By the 1ſt of Henry the Fourth tholg 
ſtatutes were all repealed, and, to the great joy of the nations 
the 25th of Edward the I hird became once more the only 
ſtatute defining treaſon. The ſeeds however of extenſions ol 
that ſtatute were ſoon after ſown, and produced a plentiful crop 
ef bloody acts from that time to the death of Henry Wi 
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com. They were once more ſwept away by the 1ſt of Philip and 
eſent Mary, upon whom Lord Hale beſtowed the higheſt praiſe ſor 


4 


. javing conſented to ſimplify treaſon, and confine it again to the 
why 1th of Edward the Thitd. Since the days of Philip and Mary 
t the WM ide doctrine of conſtructive treaſons had "increaſed to a prodi- 
Il he dus degree, and had been carried to an extent which he was 
op- 8 would ſurpriſe Lord Hale were he now alive, who would 


xrobably ſtare, as at ſomething new, were he to hear that to meet 


made fr the purpoſe of pulling down all turnpikes, or all bawdy- 
gen- houſes, 42 Sac a levying of war againſt the king, 
rtily and an act of high treaſon within the 25th of Edward the 


| di- 
ur in 


ſtate. 


Third, He objected to a parliamentary expoſition of that 
fatute, becauſe he knew that conſtructive explanations would 
te given of it by the judges; and that the evil ariſing from 


be of judicial conſtructions of the ſtatute itſelf would be doubled by 
It 10 the judicial explanations of the parliamentary expoſition of the 
hich fatute; and thus the evil would be increaſed by the very mode 
f the that was propoſed for removing it. It was his very earneſt with 
obe- that guilt ſhould be made to attach not upon the mere act of a 
1 man, but upon his intention; and that the proof of the act 


ded. 
ority! 
ould 
ex- 
nted 
t hel 


ſhould not be deemed a proof of the guilt. A man might be doing 
what he might conceive to be innocent; and yet for that very 
it he might afterwards be found guilty of conſtruQtive treaſon. 
The caſe of Lord Preſton would elucidate his meaning. That 


was a paper containing a plan fer an invaſion of England by 


this Kind james the Second. Here it was evident, that the inten- 
been tion of Lord Preſton was to levy war upon the king (William 
vn the Third), and the paper found upon him, and the act of going 


mal 
f his 


Was 


s ſuch in evidence. The ſame might be ſaid of the caſe of 
Crowder, who ſaid that if ever he went to England he would 
kill the king; he afterwards arrived in England, and this arrival 


not, but of an intention to kill the king, which was treaſon 
within the ſtatute of Edward the Third. The act of Lord 
Preſton going to France, or of the other coming to E | 
were not in themſelves criminal; but were the proofs of an in- 
tention which each knew to be treaſonable at the time. The 
cale was the ſame with reſpe& to many circumſtances which 
vere adjudged to be within the meaning of the 25th of Edward 
the Third. Thus to endeavour to put the king into one's 
power, or to confine him, was not within the letter of imagining 
his death, But the courts of law, judging that the ſpace was 
uſually very ſhort between the priſons and graves of kings, aud 
i late melancholy event had _ that they judged þut too 


Lord was found on board a veſſel going to France, and on him 


wt 2 


with it to France, were overt acts of that intention, and given 


vas given in evidence, not as an act of high treaſon, for it was 
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MI 
ſdundly on that head, had ruled it that ſuch acts were within eml 
the purview of the ſtatute; and amounted to treaſon. In a caſe hou 
even where the law was doubtful, he could without regret ſec 1 tion 
man condemned to die, if it was for an act which the convid 10 
muſt have known at the time to be a wicked and a criminal one, ſtro 
though he ſhould not happen to know the penalty that was whi 
annexed to it by law: thus, for inſtance, he would not regret keel 
the execution of a man who ſhould furniſh the enemy with It | 
military ſtores, although it ſhould be a doubt whether fach an} that 
act came within the meaning of the 2 5th of Edward the Third, une 
becauſe the man muſt have felt at the time that he was doing cout 
an injury to his country. But he would confine this opinion to fad, 
caſes in which the act done might be ſaid to be malum in ſe; he! then 
would never conſent to extend it to any that was only maln an 
probibitim. Having made theſe: general obſervations reſpecting not; 
treaſons and parliamentary explanations of the ſtatute of 25th of man 
Edward the Third, he adverted to the meaſure actually under objec 
. conſideration. As to the clauſe for forbidding his majeſty's-ſub- of tr 
jects to ſupply the French with military ſtores, he deemed it into 
wholly unneceſſary, as he was decidedly of opinion that ſuch an M 
act would amount to high treaſon within the ſtatute of the 25th Had 
of Edward the Third, and conſequently there was no occaſion man 
for à new ſtatute to make that law Which Was law already, his ( 
With reſpect to the-clauſe' prohibiting the [purchaſe of Jands on a 
or ſtock in France, he conſidered it as ridiculous and nugatoty; to be 
becauſe in the preſent ſtate of that country it would be abſurd mear 
to ſuppoſe that any man would be mad enough to think of lay that 
ing out eee where there was no government, no ſtability Was | 
no protection. He did not mean to ſay the ſame reſpecting the lendi 
clauſe prohibiting the inſurance of French ſhips. Such a meax yanta 
ſure might perhaps be proper; but then it ſhould have taken made 
place before the war; for at preſent the tiſk was fo great on the gurſe 
part of the French, that the premium for inſurance was extrava- jects 
gantly high, and the gain, upon a balance of profit and lols Was, 
muſt be very great indeed to our underwriters. - He viewed i engag 
the ſame light with Mr. Fox the clauſe for preventing the rc: only 
turn from F rance, without a paſſport from our Secretary of State lan 
of fuch Britith ſubjects as ſnould happen to be in that country conte 
He thought it would be ſound policy to encourage and facilita under 
their return, inſtead of impeding it, that they might, by telling ſtance 
. what horrors and anarchy they had witneſſed, make their couny havin 
trymen ſtill more and more enamoured of their own happy co" in pr 
ſtitution. But inſtead of this they were to be haraſſed at tel The 
landing; and, by being confined to certain limits till they ſboul porch 
have heard from the Secretary of States or until they ſaouf than 
have given bail for their appearance, be diſguſted with their o tue, 
government at the very time when perhaps they were ready tt Prietoy 


embrac 
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enbtace it with redoubled affection. If a Secretary of State was 
bound to give a paſſport when it was called for, if the applica- 
tion of it was a mere form, and that a mandamus might be iſſued 


10 compel him f to grant it, the objection would not be very = 
ſrong; but chis not being the caſe, he muſt oppoſe a meafure i 
which would leave men at the mercy of Miniſters; who might 1 
keep them out of the country during the exiſtence of the war. | 
t had been inſinuated, he obſerved, by the Solicitor. General, f 

that the ſoreneſs manifeſted by ſome people ſhewed that they felt 
unea{ine(s at the idea of ſeeing any ſtep taken to cut off all inte- 11 
courſe with France. The Learned Gentleman had afterwards E 
{d, that he did not allude to any one in that Houſe; to whom = 
then did he allude? Did he know of any perſons who carried on Þ 
an improper correſpondence with France? He believed he did . = 
not; for he was ſure the Learned Gentleman would have the 4 
manlineſs to name them, if he knew them. Upon the whole he 3 
objected to the propoſed bill, as it would lead to puzzle the law = 


of treaſon ſtill more and more, and introduce greater uncertainty 
into that which was hut too uncertain already. / 4 
Mr. FREDERICK NORTH ſupported. the motion. He 25 
lad that the alluſion made by a Right Honourable Gentle» 
man (Mr. Fox) to a ſuggeſtion made to a late noble relation of 
his (the late Earl of Guilford, his father) was certainly founded 
on a fact with which he had a better opportunity than moſt men 
to be well acquainted; but he muſt ſay that it did not by any 
means apply to the caſe then before the Houſe ; for no one could ſay 
that not to ſeize the property of an enemy actually in our hands; 
was preciſely; the ſame thing as to prevent our own people from 
lending their money to the enemy. In this caſe we had the ad- 
vantage of being the bankers ; in the other the enemy would be 
made our bankers, and enabled to employ our on money againſt 
ourſelves, He deemed it found policy not to ſuffer Britiſh ſub- 
jects to purchaſe lands in France during the preſent. war, which 
was not applicable to any other war in which we had ever been 
engaged: this was not a war for revenue, but for exiſtence; the 
only means that France had of carrying it on was the ſale of her 
lands; and if ſhe could not find purchaſers, ſhe muſt give up the 
conteſt; , To allow a ſubje& of ours to purchaſe land in France 
under ſuch cireumſtances, or, indeed, under any circum- 
ſances, would be impolitic, for in that caſe the | purchaſer, 
having a permanent intereſt in France, muſt! have an intereſt 
n promoting her proſperity, even to the injury of England. 
The ſame. applied, though perhaps not in equal degree, to 
purchaſers in the French funds, the transfer of ſtock being eaſier 
than that of lands; the intereſt was leſs. permanent; it was 
true, but whilſt continued it had the ſame effect upon the pro- 
pnetor. As to the inſurance of ſhips, he thought that it ought 
| | whe | not 
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trade, and ſuch a ſtep would be the ruin of t 


74 PARLIAMENTARY | Conton, 


not to be allowed at all, however painful it might be to indivi. 
duals amongſt us; for as we were the only people who could 


inſure for the French, if we declined it e give up their 
IF navy. 

Mr. CURWIN faid, he had highly diſapproved of the preſent 
war; at the ſame time, now that we are actually engaged in it, 
he was certainly as much inclined as any man to give every 
ſupport that might be neceſſary for carrying it on with vigour 
and effect. The propoſed bill, however, going to an extenſion of 
the laws relating to treaſon, which he thought a matter of great 
delicacy indeed, he was decidedly of opinion that it was pre- 
viouſly neceſſary to have laid before the Houſe ſome good rea- 
fons for ſo ſtrong a meaſure. He had heard of none ſuch; and 
he ſhould therefore think it his duty to oppoſe the preſent bill in | 


Ever) _— | ds wh 

t Mr. ORKE was of opinion, that in'the preſent early ſtage 
of the bill, the only queſtion before the Houſe was, whether the | 
principle of the bill ought to be entertained at all? As to which, 
under the preſent circumſtances, he thought there could hardly 


de a doubt:—it ſeemed ta him prepoſterous to be now debating 
on the particular clauſes of the bill, which, in fact, were not be- 


fore the Houſe ;: he would not, therefore, enter upon that ſub- | 
ject till the bill ſhould be brought in, and that the clauſes ſhould 


come larly to be debated, - 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL aid,” that he was not dif- 


y pow the debate had gone into greater length than might per- 


ps have been expected in the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs, be · 
cauſe ſome uſefa} hints had been thrown out; and he was anx- | 
jous to receive every information, as it was no doubt a matter of 


the higheſt importance, and deſerving the moſt ſerious conſider- 


ation. He proceeded to take notice of ſeveral arguments and 
obſervations which had fallen from his Honourable and Learned 
Friend (Mr. Erſkine), many of which appeared to him to be un- 


founded; and, after endeavouring to obviate ſome” objeCtions 


which had been thrown out againſt ſome of the propoſed regula- 
tions of the bill, he ſaid that Mr. Erſkine ſeemed to proceed on 
the idea, that the ſtatute of the 25th of Edward III. is the only 
Treaſon Law exiſting at this day: but, is there not an act now | 
in exiſtence, declaring it High Treaſon to aſſert that the King, 
Lords, and Commons, have not power to regulate the ſucceſſion | 
to the crown? Have not ſome perſons, at this day, gone, in fact, 
much further? Have they not even written what, in tr, 
amounts to this, that we ſhould have no Xing at all in this coun. 
try? Though not preciſely in ſuch à way that they could be laid bots 
of | Upon the whole, he conceived the bill, under the preſent 
circumſtances of the country, to be abſolutely neceſſary 5 0 
5 | 4+ wh VI nd Pos principles, 
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rrinciples, whatever objection there might be to any part of the 
tail of its regulations; but he truſted he had ſaid enough to ſa- 
tisfy the Houle that leave-ought to 1 ge to bring in the bill, 
that it may at leaſt be looked into, and may not be decided upon 
till after a full and deliberate diſcufſion. FS , 

Mr. FRANCIS ed to aſk of the Honourable Gentleman, 
whether he had received any information of money having been 
remitted from this country to France in order to be inveſted in 
the French funds, or to be employed in the purchaſe of lands 
there? 4 1 1 e 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that he did not find 
any thing either upon. the affirmative or negative of the queſtion 
put by the Honourable Gentleman. : 


* 


Leave was given to bring in the bill, without a diviſion; and 
the Attorney General ſaid, that he hoped to be able to bring it 
in on Monday next-the is OS LL 4 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER moved, that 
the orders now ſtanding far balloting for Committees on four 
queſtions remaining to be tried, reſpecting rights of election, 
hould be poſtponed till next ſeſſion.—Ordered. N 

Mr. SHERIDAN and Mr. FOX ſtated the neceſſity of 
bringing forward a bill in the preſent ſeſſion, containing regula- 
tions for preventing the delays that at preſent take place in de- 
termining on election petitions under Mr. Grenville's act; the 
urgency of which behoved them to preſs upon the Houſe, from 
the circumſtance which had juſt occurred of ſeveral petitions be- 
ing left undetermined till the fourth ſeſſion of the preſent 


4 „ 


Parliament. OR 
ARMY EXTRAORDINARIES. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee. 

The SECRETARY at WAR moved the firſt Reſolution, 
_ ns 1 . ü pet =" 
The expence of the Hanoverian troops, ſubſidized for the 
abſtance of Holland, —- refs tl „ 
LORD FIELDING ſaid, that this requiſition ought to have 
come three months ago; and he charged Miniſters with the moſt 
criminal negligence in 1 to give any aſſiſtance to the 
Dutch. There appeared ſuch a general lethargy in all the ope- 
nations of Miniſters, that it was ſcarce poſlible to believe we were 
war, His Lordfhip went into a long detail on this ſubject, 
and blamed in ſtrong terms the delay in ſubſidizing the Hano- 


| erin troops; he ſaid, that Miniſters had ſent only a handful of 
troops from this country to Holland, and that, from the impro- 
per delay that had taken place in embarking them, they had been 
met by a ſtorm which had occaſioned the moſt ſerious alarm for 
— 5 their 
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their Hare that of the * Duke who commanded them, 
His Lordſhip then adverted to the progreſs of the French armies, | 
and to the check which had been given to them by the Auſtrians 
and Pruffians raiſing the ſiege of Maeſtricht; and ſaid, that if 
tis country had afforded to the Dutch ſuch timely aſſiſtance as 
we ought to have done, the taking of Breda, and the other pre- 
vious fucceſces of the French, 2 have been prevented; it wat 
ſurely the duty of Minifters to ſtate ſome cauſe for ſuch blame- 
: die remiflteſs;.v . 8 . M463 $1.5; 
MA TOR MAITLAND faid, that what had fallen from the 
Noble Lord who had juſt ſat down deſerved undoubtedly ſome an- 
ſwer from Miniſters; for much of what the noble Lord had ſaid 
was extremely well founded. Miniſters had explicitly acknoy- 
tedged that on the 17th of Dec. they conſidered the French as an 
enemy in a ſtate of hoſtile preparation. They knew the defence- 
leſs ſtate of the Dutch, and the danger that Weeneen them, and 
et they did not enter into any negociation for ſabſidizing the 
— troops till February 22; and the guards did not fail 
till the 23d of February, Was this an dead rings Pov f. reat | 
and powerful nation at fo critical and important a' criſis: Theſe 
guards he would not call a handful of troops, as the Noble Lord 
Rat hore they were 1700 of the fineſt and beſt troops he be- 
lieved in Europe, under the command of an illuſtrious branch of 
the Royal Family; but, ſpeaking as a profeſſional man, he would 
aſk if they had been ſent with any proſpect of victory? or whe- 
ther they had not run the moſt imminent riſk of being ſacrifced, 
-had not the pr _ of the French been providentially checked, 
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and the ſiege of Maeſtricht raifed by the Auſtrians and Prufſi ns? MA 
—a matter with which Miniſters could not, at the time, be ac- ane 
quainted, and from which they could claim no credit. ; 5 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER faid, that r 5 
though he was ſomewhat ſurpriſed at the mode of diſcuſſion that, . mY : 
had taken place, he was happy to find that he was not to meet * 1 
with any oppoſition proſpectively, and that" no objedtion Would 
be made to the reſolution now under the confideration of the 1 
Committee. With reſpect to any retroſpective view of the mea, Miu al 
fares which his Majeſty's Minifters had thought” neceffary, nd my 
been enabled to adopt, he did not ſuppoſe the Committee would wich 
deſire to hear any detail of them; but he was anxivys to make a win 
few obſervations upon ſome queſtions that had bern put to him Wn” . 
The Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt deſired to know I" 
why no ſteps had been taken to ſubſidize the Hanoverian troop. - 
till the 22d of February. To this he would'anſwer, that ſteps out; 
| had been taken long before that 1 of arranging ls 5 
matters ſo as to bring theſe troops into the ſervice of this coun uw 
try, though their pay is only ſtated from that time. With reſpect Won er 


to « 
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ws the troops ſent from this country, he begged leave to ſay, that 
1 h the ſeaſon, and the BRAT army eſtabliſhment ef ri 
957 kept in this country in time of peace, he could not conceive that 
| here was any backwardneſs on the er. of government, if a body 
near 2000 troops had been raiſed immediately on the firſt ac- 
10 ounts of the attack upon Holland, , which had failed in à few 
me. e afterwards. In fact, the States General themſelves are of 

ginion, that they have received from this country a vigorous, 
rob peedy, and timely ſupply, and which did atrive in time to render 
n. Wien very eſſential ſervice, Indeed, this would be found to be a 
EF % with hun got al 2 
| ible to do at the Commencement of any former war. The Ho- 


jourable Gentleman ſeemed to think that Miniſters were en- 


. - 


&nouting to take credit from what had been effected by the 


al Auſtrians and Pruſſians: this they jor py no means dõ; at 
the be fame time the exertions of the Auſtrians arid Pruſſians on be- 
7 ifof the Dutch may not probably have been altogether un- 


uunected with the preparations which they ſaw the government 
cf this country were making, and the confidence they had in its 


our | ktermination to give the moſt vigorous aſſiſtance to its Allies the 
Dutch. On the ſubject of the alarm with reſpect to the ſafe 


had been overtaken by very tempeſtuous weather, which unqueſ- 


ling of the Guards, he would only ſay, that 1 
bonably his Majeſty 8 er ter could neither foreſee nor pre- 


nith reſpect to them, except their having been fitted out with 


wt Rn PR PP 
. MAJOR MATTLAND faid;' that the Right Honourable 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, by infinuating that 1700 men 


hit tut from this country had excited the exertion of the Auſtrians 
+." Proflians, had certainly ſhewn every diſpoſition to take 
nett t to Miniſters for the effects of that exertion. He begged 
110 eve alſo to ſay, that the Right Honourable Gentleman had 
the rally miſunderſtood him in ſuppoſing that he had alleged that, | 
e- fps had been taken for ſubſidizing the Hanoverian troops 
101 lll the 22d of Februaty ; but it muſt be recollected that, prior 


lat time, more than two months had elapſed from the period at 
mich Miniſters had conceived France to be in a ſtateof hoſtility 


im. anſt this country, which was ſurely more time chan could de 


kquired for ſuch a „„ Co oo a Teas, 
Mr. FOX ſaid, that, notwithſtanding bis anxious deſire to pros, 
"de for the moſt vigorous proſecution of the war in Which this 


eps] uh zution of the v hich this 
fy Ountry is engaged, e behoved to feel much reluctance in giving. 
57 rote to ta ing money from the pockets of the people, which 
ca” be placed under the diſpoſal of men wh had uhiformly, 


hon _ occaſion, exhibited ſuch diſgraceful remiſſneſs and in- 


ent, As to the tranſports, he knew of nothing to be remarked, 
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activity, as his preſent Majeſty's Miniſters. It was evident, 
the 7 00 eee ee about a matter . ly r. 
hoved, to be of public notoriety, that theſe Hanoverian tro 
have not yet been brought forward, and that their action is only [ger OC 
to be future; although Miniſters, as far back as the 19th of De. 
cember, had explicitly declared France to be an enemy to th 
country, in a ſtate of hoſtile preparation. How ſtrange that iu the 
negociation with the Elector of Hanover ſhould be a matter oi 
ſuch difficulty ! But it ſeems the ſupineneſs of Miniſters, in tial bitte 
 . Inſtance, is to be made up by their activity and exertion with 
teſis & to ſending over the Guards to Holland, | 
Mr. Fox Haid, fe had expected to hear that the Guards had been 
ſent as ſoon as the war was declared; but no, he had watched tie igbt 
adopted 


Right Honourable Gentleman's words, which were, that they 
had been ſent as ſoon as Holland was invaded. On ſome occaſion: prope 
indeed three weeks is a ſhort time; but he believed that in e had 
era of hiſtory could ſo ſhort a ſpace of time have been of ſuc neon 
importance as on this occaſion. If it is poſſible, as has been ſaid Tis ow! 
that our troops, arriving at ſo late a period, have, in fact, wrougbi d the 
wonders; had they arrived at an earlier period they would have nas dec 
ſaved Breda and Gartiadenbery: The Right Honourable Gen ich t 
tleman had ſaid that the ſtorm could not be imputed to Miniſter WWitly ſe 
| ſurely not but from the improper delay, which was imputabi r crctu 
to them, the ſtorm was encountered. — The report was generallyWintcrnal 


believed that the tranſports had been delayed for want of ballaſt 
and he had it from ſtill better authority, that they were delayed 
from want of their field pieces, notwithſtanding the large ſum 
voted for the Ordnance. It had been anſwered, the troops wen 
" ſent as ſoon as Holland was attacked; but Miniſters muſt be con. 
fidered as children, if they had not foreſeen the attack upon Hol 
Iaud; and yet they delayed ſending to the relief and aſſiſtance o 
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their allies, a reinforcement which they acknowledged to hai Mr.! 
conſidered as a material defence to them, for no leſs than thre! ved in 
weeks after the declaration of war. In the mean time Breda an- * 

Wit vig 


Gertrudenberg were taken, a matter of the utmoſt importanc 
to the enemy. Another anſwer is ſtated, that the Dutch are ſa 
tisfied; but ĩs it not a very poſſible caſe that the Dutch, being | 
ſo defenceleſs a fate as not to dare to ſtate their alarms at th 
hoſtilities of thei enemy, might hardly dare to find. fault wit te Hou 
thoſe who proved to be their end. r. Fox ſaid; that, in his tte bl 
opinion, the Right Honourable Chancellor of the Excheque for he ] 
had brought forward all his warlike preparations into the debate 
in that Fouk : his negoctations too had been war/the—his 7!* | 
parations for war were alone paciße. Though he had objected M ne: 
the war in the ſtrongeſt terms, he wiſhed, as he egen, le 


4 


MakcH 15, 1793 J O RN AI. 199i 


wa! eatleman did, that it ſhould now be carried on with vigour; he 
\ be. ah regretted, that the conduct of a war fo intereſting to this 
ountry ſhould be in the hands of men who had, on every for- 
oer occaſion as well as on the preſent, proved themſelves totally 
a infit for ſo very important a truſt. . 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER faid, that 
iy the preſent of the war he had formed his reſolution upon 
er oo. points-—to de ſatisfied with the conſciouſneſs of having 
11; Mcoitted nothing that his duty called upon him, and the fitnation 
wich the country enabled him to do, and not to be provoked by an 
mectiwe to enter into details for his juſtification, which both * 
e time and the circumſtances made unfit to be diſcloſed. If the 
1 Might Honourable Gentleman thought the mode he had now 
they W-opted of ſupporting the war in which the country was engaged 
a proper mode, and if he — that by the fort of argument 
n ne had choſen to purſue, that he had made an advantageous im- 
eon upon the Committee, let him enjoy in the privacy of 
hs own reflections the ſatisfaction of having done his 2 0 
Did the Right Honourable Gentleman imagine, that after war 
hae declared, with the very narrow military eſtabliſhment to 
Zen chich this country had always confined itſelf, miniſters could 
ters key fend any part of the troops on that eſtabliſhment, without 
tube carcful review of the general diſtribution of the land forces for 
ae emal defence? or ache ſuppoſe that ſuch an examination of 
last general and local force could he made in a ſhorter time? If 
ie — did not feel this to be a ſufficient anſwer to all 
ſum the Right Honourable Gentleman's charges of delay, they might 
wer then believe that thoſe charges were well founded; if day „ 
they would acquit his Majeſty's Miniſters, and give them credit 
Hol having made every exertion in their power to vindicate the 
ce 0 honour of the nation, and protect our injured allies. | 
| Mr. FOX ſaid, his ſupport of the war, now that we were en- 
thre red in it, was as. fincere as that of his Majeſty's Miniſters, al- 
an WY ough on very different grounds. He wiſhed it to be ſupported 
ane ih vigour, becauſe by a vigorous war we ſhould moſt ſpeedily - 
re dan adequate and honourable terms of peace. Of thoſe terms 
gl had formed a clear and definite idea—Miniſters had not, or at 
t rh had never condeſcended to ſtate any idea on the ſubject to 
wii Houſe. He certainly did not think ſupporting the neglet 
n hi «tie blunders of Miniſters the beſt mode of ſupporting the war: 
que br he knew that they, and all other Miniſters, would do their 
hate y Petter by being carefully watched than implicitly truſted. 
ae Miniſter ſhew that there would have been any danger in 
ed ding 2000 men to Holland in the beginning of February, in- 
tad of keeping them till towards the end of it, and then his ar- 
i N gument 
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1Mment might be d for ſomethi N. Would he call to * 
= thoſe plots. and — which had been fo much war 
of, but never ſen, as a pretext for three weeks delay? Thoſ 
plots, he imagined, had done their duty, and were diſmiſſed from 
the ſervice, to be preſſed into it no more. ++, |} 
Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS ſaid, he had hoped the fi. 
vourable change in the aſpect of the war would have produced x 
degree of good humour in the mind of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman. The Right Honourable Gentleman took credit to 
himſelf for ſupporting government in carrying on-the war, For! 
ſuch ſupport as he had that day given, neither the vernment! 
nor his country would feel much indebted to him. It was aſked! 
why the men that were ſent to Holland were not ſent thre: 
weeks ſooner. - Could Miniſters have ſent 2000, or 4000, or 
any conſiderable number of troops out of the country, before 
they knew the rapid ſucceſs of the meaſures they had taken for 
recruiting and augmenting the army? Did the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman imagine that the Dutch were to do nothing ſor 
their own defence; — they were to truſt entirely to this coun- 
try? After they made a requiſition for militar aid, there was 
not an hour's delay in ſending it. He defier any man to pro- 
duce an example of greater diſpatch; and very ſeaſonably, and 
with the happieſt ente, in the hour of their greateſt danger, 
had it come to them. In the ſame manner, when they called for 


a naval aid, the ſhips were at the place of their deſtination al- M. 
molt before they could have hoped that the order for them was of thi 
given. For the readineſs which his Majeſty. had ſhewn to ſuc- mean 
cour them, the Dutch expreſſed the higheſt gratitude; and to M 
repreſent our preparations as dilatory and inadequate, was rather CA 
to encourage the enemy than to plead the cauſe of our allies. of his 
Mr, SHERIDAN aid, the general argument, that men were ration 
aCting againſt the intereſts of their country, -when the marked the wi 
miſconduQ of Miniſters was what every Member of the Houſe Mr 
ought. to reprobate - this would be a plea for a general indem- noura 
nity to Miniſters, however weak or wicked might be their con- per to 
duct. Support, with a vigilant obſervation of their conduct, was His H 

2 ſupport for which the preſent Miniſters would be as little diſ- ckime 
54 to thank any other gentleman as his Right Honourable CA 
Friend. The ſupport which. they wanted was of another ſort, Dumc 
lately deſcribed. in the Houſe—a ſupport that (ſhould increaſe not mi 
with their demerits—a confidence that ſhould increaſe as they! Gentl, 
ſhewed themſelves leſs worthy of it. When the Chancellor of of the 
the Exchequer laſhed the errors of Adminiſtration in the Ame-Y Mr. 


rican war, which his Right Honourable colleague (Mr. Dundas) perſon 
 Aclended, he did not think that he was ſupporting the enemies of 


10 


n 165 0 | JOURNAL, 181 
his country. - But the ſentiments of the Right Honourable Gen- 
teman were very properly changed with his ſituation. To ſay 
that Miniſters had not done all they could, was not giving en- 
courageinent to the enemy, It was to ſay, that whatever opinion 
they might have been led to form from the neglect and delay of 
Miniſters, the country poſſeſfed great vigour, and ou reſources, 
capable of being brought into action when Miniſters were made 
todo their duty. They theinſelves had admitted, that early in 
December they ſtopped the French ſupplies of corn, as a meaſure 
of precaution againſt an enemy in a ſtate of preparation for war. 
Could they produce any reaſon to ſhew that it was not as proper 
to begin preparations of defence as to interrupt the preparations of 
the enemy? On the very firſt day of the meeting of Parliament 
he had ſald, that if we were to have a war, it ought to be a war 
of activity and vigour, and had Miniſters but acted as they talked, 
ſo jt would have been. But they ſeemed to have exhauſted the 
whole ſpirit, to have unbraced the whole energy of their minds 
in declamation in Parliament; and when the ſeaſon for action 
came, to have been incapable of acting. He hoped the leſſon 
they had now received would prevent the neceſſity of another of 
the ſame kind. He truſted that they would not be found ag. 
backward in their naval as in their military preparations, and that 
if, as was reported, a French fleet had failed from Breſt, there 
vas a Britiſh fleet to meet it, whatever might be its deſtination. 
Mr. DUNDAS endeavoured to explain that his declaration . 
of the reaſon for ſtopping the French ſupplies of corn, did not 
mean that they were then conſidered as an enemy. 2 
Mr. SHERIDAN replied, and requoted the preciſe words. 
CAPTAIN BERKELEY ſpoke in ſupport of the conduct 


of his n In proceeding to reply to the obſer- 
ations of a Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox) he uſed 


the words, his friend, General Dumourier; on whick 
Mr. SHERIDAN roſe, and indignantly required the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman to ſtate on what Nen nd he had thought pro- 
per to apply to his Honourable Friend ſo offenſive an expreſſion. 
His Honourable Friend did not deſerve the imputation; and he 
caimed that it ſhould be retracted, | 9255 
CAPTAIN BERKELEY ſaid, that when he had called M. 
Dumourier the Right Honourable Gentleman's Friend, he did 
not mean to apply the expreſſion more to the Right Honourable 
Gentleman in particular than to other Gentlemen on that ſide | 
of the Houſe! 7659 d LET BO 1 TT 8 PP ,6.0 1 
Mr. GREY called on the Honourable Member tb name the 
perſon to whom the application was meant. | 
CAPTAIN BERKELEY ſtated, that there was _— 
e Tay offenſive 


a» 
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offenſive in his intention. He had merely applied the expreſſion 
which had beendeemed ſo, becauſe General Dumourier had been 
repreſented as a friend to that general liberty which the Right 
Hon, Gentleman ſo much admired, Eo 
Mr. FOX ſaid, he ſhould not have ſtopped the Hon. Gen- 
tleman. He ſhould have aſked him in another place what he 
meant by the expreſſion. If he meant the private friend of 
Dumourier, he did not know that there was any harm in any | 
Member of that Houſe having been the private friend of the Ge- 
neral of an enemy's army, before the war broke out. He was 
- Not, in that ſenſe, the friend of Dumourier, for he had never ſeen 
him. If it was uſed in another ſenſe, it meant ſomething e- 
ceedingly A511 and as unfounded as injurious: 


CAPTAIN BERKELEY explained that he had not meant 
any.thigz-perionab:. LIL TS | 
| MAJOR MAITLAND ſaid, that the Honourable Gentle. 
man, inſtead of mending the buſineſs, had made it worſe by ex- 
planation. He had at firſt made a charge apparently perſona, and 
n it on all the Members who ſat on that ſide of the 
ouſe. 115 | e 2 le pcs to cial Boat 
Mr. DUNDAS roſe for the purpoſe of conciliation, - {| 
Mr. GREY obſerved, that no man felt leſs inclined to inſiſt 
on an unguarded word than he did; but he thought that the 
Honourable Gentleman ſhould acknowledge that the word was | 
unguarded. He had, however, appeared to throw the imputation 
among the Gentlemen on that ſide of the Houſe, and he wiſhed 
to know whoſe friend General Dumourier wa?: 
CAPTAIN BERKELEY faid he muſt acknowledge, on re- 
calleEtion, that it was an unguarded expreflion, for when the de- 
bates which he at firſt thought authorized it took place, Du- 
mpurier was not an enemy. He then added a few words on the 
queſtion in dehate. | rey ee 
Mr. COURTENAY ſaid he knew, from indiſputable au- 
_ thoxity, that the tranſports were not ready to receive the artillery | 
of the Guards when they were ſent to Holland. They not only | 
ſajled without their artillery but without their  cartridges—4 | 
moſt convincing proof to the Dutch of the hurry in which they | 
had been diſpatched to their aid; and a circumſtance af expe- 
| digion on which the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Secre - 
i. State might congratulate one another. 
r. N. G. EDWARDS faid, he had come down ta the 
Houſe with an intention of voting with the Miniſtry if there 
ſhould be a diviſion, becauſe he withed them to be ſupported in 
conducting the war; but from the extreme flippangy with which 


they had managed the debate, if there were to be ine 
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pumed to the 48th. F093 00792) 


eight thouſand two hundred and fifty-three pounds fourteen 
ſhillings and eight pence, be granted to his Majeſty; for de _ 
ing the charge of a corps of Hanoverian troops taken into the 
ſervice of Great Britain from the 22d day of February, 17945 to 
the 24th day of December following, both incluſive, beirig thr 
hundred and fix days. „ eee A | 


hould now vote againſt them. He thanked the Right Hon! 
Gentleman, Mr. Fox, for the ſeaſonable leſſon he had given 
mem. If that Right Honourable Gentleman had been Miniſter 
of this country three years ago, it- would not have been in this 


be queſtion was put on the reſolution, and agreed 6 
The other reſolutions were paſſed without any Ad. 

The following is an exact Copy of the Reſolutions. | 
Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding two hundred and thirty- 


Relolved, That a/fam, not exceeding two hundred and ſeven- 


teen thouſand five hundred and ninety-eight;pounds, be granted 
to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of levy money, camp 
equipage, and other expences, attending the Hanoverian forces 
a the ſervice of Great Britain on their taking the fiel. 


Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding one hundred anda 


thouſand fix hundred and eighty-two pounds ſixteen ſhillings 
and nine pence, be granted to his Majeſty, for. defraying the 
charge of one regiment of foot, of ſeveral tencible 2 in 
North Britain, and of a corps of fencibles in the I ö 

from the 26th day of March, 1793, to the 24th day of Decem- 
3 both incluſive, being two hundred and ſeventy- four 


of Man, 


5 N 8 15 45.5% ; 
Refolved, That a ſum, not exceeding, upon account, one hun- 
ired and forty thouſand pounds, be granted to his Majeſty for 
&fraying the charge of cloathing for the embodied militia for 
Fe | 2 | FFF 
Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding. three hundred and 
tlrty-ſeven thouſand eight hundred and ſixty-five pounds one 
tiling and two pence, be granted to bis Majeſty, towards de- 
vaying the extraordinary expences of his Majeſty's land forces; 
and other ſervices, incurred from the 25th day of December, 
1791 to the 24th day of December, 1792, and not provided for 
y Parliament. . ++ „ e 
Reſolved, That a ſam; not excecding fiſty- nine thouſand and 
ixty-fix pounds three ſhillings and ſevea pence, be granted to his 
Maeſty for defraying the charge of an augmentation to the firſt 
ſegiment of dragoon guards, from the 24th day of January, 
1793, to the 24th day of December following, both inclubons 
e 5 N | : | ing 
4 b 
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accoutrements, &e.' for the augmentation to the cavalry and 


et * 
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Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding two hundred eigh . 


one thouſand and ſeventy- nine pounds elghteen ſhillings my 
eight pence, be granted to his Majeſty, for the further charge of 
the. office of Ordnance. for land ſervice, for the year 1593; | 


"Reſolved, That a ſum, not. exceeding twenty-ſix thouſand 
pounds, be granted to his Majeſty, to make good the like ſum 
iſſued to Thomas Cotton, Eſq. at the receipt of the Exchequer, | 


out of his Majeſty's civil liſt revenues, for defraying the expence 
of allowanees for the relief of American civil officers and other, 
who have ſuffered on account of their attachment to his Ma- 


je „ ee Tl , 


| ſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding fifteeri thouſand fix | 
hundred and forty-three pounds four ſhillings and fix penee, be 
anted to his Majeſty, to make good the like ſum iſſued to | 


homas Cotton, and William Chinnery, Efgrs. at the receipt of 


the Exchequer, out of his Majeſty's civil liſt revenues, for de. 
fraying the expences of removing of black people to the ſettle- 
ment of Sierra Leona. Ns and 1 

Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding three hundred and 
es pounds fifteen ſhillings and ſixpence, be granted to 


bis Majeſty, to make good the like ſum iffued to William 
Chinnery, Eſq at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of his Ma- 
jeſty's civil liſt revenues, for defraying the expence of purchaſing 


proviſions for the relief of fix hundred and fifty emigrants from | 
the Highlands of Scotland, who arrived at Nova Scotia from | 


Glaſgow in great diſtreſs, and for other ſervices. 


Refolved, That a ſum, not exceeding one thouſand and ſixty- 
eight pounds and four ſhillings, be granted to his Majeſty, to | 
make good the like ſum iſſued to Joſeph White, Eſq. at the re- 


ccipt of the Exchequer, out of his Majeſty's civil lift revenues, 
for paying the aſſeſſments upon the falaries of the commiſſioners 


for auditing the public accounts and their officers, for land tax, 


for the years 1788 and 1789. 
| Reſofe b 


Majeſty, to make good the like ſum iſſu rd 
Eſq. at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of his Majelty's civil 


liſt revenues, to ſatisfy a bill drawn by Sir Morton Eden, his 


_—_— Envoy Extraordinary and Miniſter Plenipotentiary 
the uſe of his Royal Highneſs Frederick Duke'of Vork. 


Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding one thouſand one hun- 
 dred and forty-ſix pounds and eight ſfiillings, * to his 


ved, That a ſum, not exceeding five thouſand eight hun- | 
dred ninety-ſeven pounds and five ſhillings, be granted to his 
0 Chats Goddard, | 


ing of Pruffia, for money diſburſed by him at Betlin fof | 


ſoner 
Iſle of 
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oxi Majeſty, to make good the like ſum iſſued to William Pollock, 
pe of g. at the receipt of the Exchequer, out of his Majeſty's civil 
Fand WW (it revenues, to reimburſe expences incurred by the commiſ- 
| foners 157 to enquire into the ſtate and condition of the 
„5 JJ Joon nin ts and a 
25 Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding thirteen thouiand eight 
ge of e bundred pounds and fifteen ſhillings, be granted to his Majelty, 

; to make good the like ſum iſſued to ſundry perſons, at che receipt 
rand of the i out of his Majeſty's civil liſt revenues, to be 
ſum yplied towards charitable gratuities and Rad money to ſundry 
Juer American loyaliſts deſirous of becoming ettlers in Upper Canada, 
ence 2nd other ſervices, for the uſe of the ſaid ſettlement. ' 
hers, Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding two hundred twenty. 
Ma- fre thouſand three hundred twenty-five pounds two ſhillings 


nd four pence, be granted to his Majeſty, to make good the de- 
kciency of the , for the ſervice of the year 1792. | 
Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding. thirteen - thouſand 


« to wunds, be granted to his Majeſty, to be employed in repairing, - 
pt of 3 and ſupporting the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt 
de- of Africa. 2 8 » 22 | 7 | 3 „„ 
ttle⸗ Reſolved, That a ſum, not exceeding three thouſand pounds, 


ke granted to his Majeſty towards enabling the truſtees of the 
pitch Muſeum to carry on the execution of | the truſts repoſed 


4 


n them by Parliament. 5 4 810 
Mr. Henry Hobart (according to order) reported from the 


iam 

Ma- wnmittee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to con- 
fing ſder arther wap and means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his 
om Miſty, the reſolutions which the committee had directed him 


Þ report to the Houſe ; which he read in his place, and after- 
yards delivered in at the table, where the ſame were read, and 


. 


ills, to be charged upon the firſt aids to be granted in the next 
Klon of Parlament ; and ſuch. Exchequer bills, if not diſ- 
charged, with intereſt thereupon, on or before the 5th day of 
tri 17% fo be exchanged and received in payment, in fach f 
nanter as Exchequer bills have ufually been exchanged and re: 


ſtired in payment, _ 1 3 


ty- reed = the Houſe, and are as followeth, viz, | 
to ' Reſolved, That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Ma- 
re- lh, the ſum af twa millions 15 raiſed by loans or Exchequet 


rd, . kefolved, That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Ma- 
vil fly, the further ſum of two millions Ka braiſed by loans or 
his | bichequer bills, to be charged upon the firſt aids ta be granted 
ry n the next ſeſſion of Parliament; and ſuch Exchequer bills, 
of ! not diſcharged, with intereſt thereupon, on ar before the 

( Gay of April, 1794, to he exchanged and received in pay- 
n- Vox. II. e n ; N 5 | , | | | 
Vis : wg e 


. — . — ws. rg es Py ts — —— 
jon % 


OT : PARLIAME NTARY' Colony 


a 
$ * 
tay - 


1 MA 
ment, in ſuch manner as Exchequer bills have uſually bei 4 
. and received in pymenn. de 
. © Reſolved, That the charge of the pay and clothing of the * 
militia in that part of Great Britain called England, for on, brin 
year, beginning the 25th day of March, 1793» be defrayed oui the 
of the monies ariſing by the land tax granted for the ſervice d ſubj 
the R e 155 cern 
82 15 vo Manch 18. e 6 
5 Th oy of the day was the ſecond reading of the Dude cuſf 
ERAS e ed 
Sir EDWARD LITTLETON moved that it ſhould bt 
read on this day three months. „„ 
J Foote Qivided, _:. : .- 4 
. r bp... 
PR Fer 4 OESs | TY 7; . 32 | 
Amendment to inſert this day three months, 1 
e eld As » f 
%% en ack: 1 * 
That the queſtion thus amended, ſtand part of the motion, WM Fit 
4 th . FOG VVV The 
P Sn ðùVL[[! a as V 
Mr. HOBART reported the reſolutions coine tg in the com, mitt 
mittee of ſupply oo the 15th. . the | 
The fame were read and agreed too ine 
The reſolutions come to in the committee of ways and mean Me 
on the 15th were reported, read, and agreed to, and a bill itt 
bills ordered to be brought in. „% ᷑ ò i!! TGIR bad 


Mr. ELLIOT ſtated, that the ſubject on which he ſpoul 
trouble the Houſe was a matter of the utmoſt importance. ! 
was diſcovered that a club had exiſted at Stockbridge, conſiſtin 
of electors, who admitted none but their own 921 and caballet 


for the moſt venal and corrupt of purpoſes. ey ſettled th 


quantum which they were to receive as the price of their votes * 
employed agents of their own for the tranſaction of this buſineſs x ſo 
and made a requiſition that the money ſhould be paid down, 9 cula 
lodged in a banker's hands, previous to a compliance with th 1 
terms of their diſgraceful bargain. Whether oy would mes vou 
puniſhment, for ſuch conduct, was a matter totally independen perie 
of the preſent queſtion, The object of the bill which he ou bab 
bring in was merely to prevent a repetition of the evil; and fo obje 
that purpoſe he ſould read the reſolutions of the committed were 
and move for leave to bring in a bill © for the preventing bride if 
and corruption on the election of members to ſerve in parlia ſuito 
* ment for the Borough of Stockbridge, in the county 9 8 
#. #£ A ; s Ys p 


„ Southampton.“ T 
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lly been The reſolutions having been read, leave was given to bring in 
| be . e rn OR [. 
; of 1: . DUNDAS roſe'to give notice that, as he ſhould not 
bing forward his reſolutions relative to Indian affairs, without 
ayed out the concutrence of thoſe who were materially intereſted. in the 
ervice of ſubject, his intention was to defer moving his reſolutions con- 
the government of India, and thoſe which related to 


| cernin | 

| — to the 26th. He ſhould then move that they be 
| printed, in order that gentlemen ſhould be prepared for the diſ- 
Dudley cufion of both ſubjects on the firſt day after the Eaſter holidays. 
Py ([ (Good Friday was March 29.) 1 | 
| Marc 19. 

No debates. 

Maxcn 20. 


The order of the day was for the ſecond reading of the Aſh 

& la Zouch canal bill. It was moved to put off the ſecond read- 
ing to that day three months; upon which the Houſe divided. 
| Fifty-two were for reading the bill ow, and thirty againſt it. 
The bill was then read, committed, | 

Mr. J. P. BASTARD — 6 up the report of the com- 
e com mittee, to whom it had been referred, to examine the report of 
the ſelect committee on the Cricklade election petition, reſpect- 
ing the caſe of Mr. Petrie. The report was read; the arreſt of 
mean M. Petrie by a ſheriff's officer, under two writs, was ſtated 
with great minuteneſs, 'and the ſteps which the ſele& committee 
had taken in conſequence of the ſame. The committee ſtated 


ſhouk that they had ſearched for precedents, which would be found in 
e, | the appendix to the report; but as it was a matter which involved 
fiſting ſ much conſequence, they did not venture to form any opinion 
ballet of their own on the ſabjeck, but thought it better to leave it to 
d t the decifion of the Houſe. oy | 3 

votes Mr. Baſtard deſired that the tenth of the king ſhould be read; 
inek z ſoon as it was read he obſerved, that that act was preciſely cal- 
n, culated to prevent the delay of juſtice. 8 
h th Under the impreſſion of that truth he was ſenſible that it 
bs yould apply to interruption, which the ſelect committee had ex- 


perienced in won pn of the imprifonment of Mr. Petrie. 
Public juſtice was t t object of the ſelect committee, an 
chect not merely confined to that Houſe, the public at large 


wy vere deeply intereſted in it. 3 2 FO 
is If the courts of law were inveſted with a power to protect 
oy eb, , remt yd, nn 
7 me powers. The act ſtated that Members of that Houſe ſhould 


le privileged from arreſts, for the beſt reaſon, that the public 
| e | buſineſs 


« 


Tr % 
#7 


buſineſs ſhould not be impeded by their abſence ; it alſo went to 
protect the menial ſervants of Members; as th | 
neceſſary to their attendance. But the words of the act, which 
in the preſent inſtance, in his opinion, claimed the attention of 
the Houſe, were, and others claiming the privilege of parliz. 
ment. pes” 72 


Nr. Baſtard conceived that thoſs words would 'caver Mr. | 
Petrie's caſe ;. he therefore moved that Mr. Petrie be diſcharged | 


from the cuſtody of the ſheriff of Middleſex. _ 
Mr. PITT joined Mr. Baſtard in opinion. It was clear, he 


faid, from the act which had been juſt read, that Members and 


menial ſervants were privileged ; and that the clauſe extending 
that ' privilege to others would apply oy re nata to Mr. Petrie's 
caſe; for, taking the whole tenour of the act, it was eaſy to ſee 
that it was intended to prevent any impediment to the bulineſs of 
the public in that Houſe; and if it was thought proper to extend 


that. privilege to menial ſervants, and deny it to a petitioning | 


Member, it would be extraordinary indeed. 
 _ Phe motion, was then put and carried. | 


. , I 


Mr. ELIOT brought in a bill for preventing bribery and 
corruption in the election of Members to ſerve in parliament for | 


the Borough of. Cricklade. 


Mr. SALISBURY went into a detail of the bribery and cor- | 
ruption practiſed at Stockbridge, which, in his opinion, de- 
manded the moſt ſerious attention of that Houſe. The majority | 
of the voters were involved in thoſe crimes. They had formed 
committees for the purpoſe of carrying their ſchemes into execu- | 
tion with the greater effect. He had drawn out a liſt of the 
names of thoſe perſons who ought to be puniſhed. Having 


dwelt for ſome. time on the propriety of following up the report 


with ſpeedy puniſhment, he moved for leave to bring in a bill to 

incapacitate certain electors of the Borough of Stockbridge there- 

in named, from voting for Members to ſerve in parliament for 
B C x 1 


Mr. POWYS thonght the motion too general; he wiſhed! 
for ſome time to examine the minutes of evidence taken on the 
occaſion by the ſelect committee, in order to fee, how far the 


guy *pplied to each perſon. intended to be named in the bill. 
tr I's 


* 


taken—it gave him pain to ſpeak, and he Was ſure the Houſe 


was in as much to liſten to him. But be would only ſay, that 
Stockbridge was famous this century paſt for, bribery. It ccr-] 


tainly was not fair to viſit the fins of the fathers upon the chil- 


'evght to be ſtopt as ſoon as poſſible. 


cken; but if the children trod in the ſteps of their fathers, tiey 
WW, | An 
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An Honourable Member under the gall , Whoſe name we 

could not learn, faid, that an Honourable Member had aſſerted 

that the majority of the voters were involved in the crime. 
Mr. SALISBURY replied, that the whole number of elected 

\mounted to 140, of whom 63 ſtood charged with bribery. 
Mr. POWYS faid, he had no objection to a bill that would 

puniſh the guilty, but he withed for a little time to meaſure the 
ilt of each. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL thought that ſome time 

oueht to be given for that purpoſ — i Ec 7 5:18: 1K 
Mr. W. ELLIS wiſhed to puniſh the guilty, but not to 

duch the right of ſuffrage. Leave was given to bring in the 


bill. 2 Ls £0 1 | 
Mr. YORKE moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill 
w explain and amend an act paſſed in the 7th and 8th years of 
King William III. entitled, an Act for the further regulating 
Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament; and for tlie pre- 
renting the irregular proceedings of ſheriffs and other . officers, 
in the electing and returning ſuch Members, fo far as relates to 
the publication of notices of the time and place of election. 
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Leave was given. | 7 i 
Mr. WILBERFORCE moved the order of the, day for the 8 
kcond reading of the bill for eee the working at canalss FBI 
during the corn harveſt ; which was read a ſecond time, and or- - | 1 
(ered to be committed to a committee of the whole Houſe: i 
Mr. POWYY'S begged to call the attention of the Houſe to a | 


ſubject, with reſpect to which he had been already unſucceſsful, 
both in a committee up ſtairs, and in a committee of the whole 
Houſe ; he meant the queſtion as to limiting and applying the 
produce of the tolls in canal bills. His object was to prevent the 
ganting unlimited profits to adventurers in canals, and for an 
unlimited period, as was at preſent the caſe; which he conſidered 

v be unfair to the public, and to be attended alſo with bad con- 
ſequences. - This had, in his opinion, no analogy whatever to 
the caſe of mercantile adventurers, acting upon private ſpecula- 
tion, for he thought, that whenever parliament was called upon 
for the interpoſition of its authority, it had a fair title to limit 
the right which it conferred, in ſuch manner as might appear 
proper. It appeared to him highly material to 2 a ſtop to a 
pint of ſpeculation with' regard to canals, which ſeemed to have 
one to an alarming height; and he therefore thought the Houſe 

J "ght to conſider, and to aſcertain how far private benefit might 
be made to go hand in band with public advantage ;—there were 
Wo ways of doing this, either by a limitation as to the extent "| 
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| the profits, or as to the period of their dutation.— Mr. Powys 
aid, he would propoſe that the regulations ſhould. attach upon 
all canal bills in dependence, and which had not actually paſſed; 
and he concluded with moving, for leave to menen a Dill for 

of tolls in bills, 


limiting, regulating, and applying the produce 


for making and maintaining navigable canals. 


Mr. GILBERT and Sir CHARLES MORGAN made each 

a few obſervations. | | | od 
Sir GEORGE YONGE thought it, irregular to re-agitate 2 
i upon during dhe 


queſtion which had been already determin 
preſent ſeſſion. | 


The SPEAKER ſtated that, in point of fact, there had been 


no deciſion whatever upon the queſtion in the Houſe; nor had 


it indeed been decided upon in the committee. 


The Maſter of the Rolls, Mr. Drake, jun. aptain Berkeley, 

or of the Exchequer, 
ſupported the motion; which was oppoſed by Mr. Hawkins 
Browne, Sir John Sinclair, Mr. Huſſey, Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. 


Mr, Serjeant Watſon, and the Chancel 


Windham, and Lord Sheffield. | 
. The Houſe divided.on Mr. Powys's motion. 
Ayes - 93:44 
Noes — | 


POT ES 
Mr. WHITBREAD, jun. roſe to expreſs his fears from 


what had already happencd this year in the Houſe of Commons, 


on the 2 9 of the ſlave trade, and the late period which the M 
other Houſe had fixed for proceeding to the conſideration of it, 
and the examination of witneſſes n ih that nothing ef- 


ſectual would be done this ſeſſion for aboliſhing it, and that thc 


trade would continue at leaſt for another year to diſgrace this 
country. e requeſted the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Wil- 
berforce) who had hitherto taken the lead in this important bu- 


ſineſs, not to ſuffer his zeal to abate, but on the contrary, to 


purſue, with double vigour, an object which in all times to come 
mult ſecure to his name the gratitude and veneration of all true 
friends to humanity. He wiſhed the Honourable. Gentleman 
would be ſo good as to ſtate to the Houſe what were his inten- 
tions on the ſubject; and aſſured him, that if he was ſtill deter- 
mined to preſs for the abolition during the preſent ſeſſion, he 
ſhould be ſupported by him and his friends to the utmoſt of 
their power. | | 8 


Mr. WILBERFORCE returned the Honourable Gentle- | 


* 


man his thanks for this recent aſſurance . of ſupport ; an al- 
ſurance on which he could the more firmly rely, as in every i 


ſtage of this buſineſs, from the very commencement, the 1 


nourable Gentleman had uniformly and unequivocall a | 
entle-| 


him. He was extremely ſorry that a Right Honourable 
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um (Vs, Done, who had taken fo conſiderable a thre laſt 
year in the queſtion of the ſlave trade, had not thought proper 
tis year to purſue even his own plan; and he was equally con- 
cemed that the Lords had put off the conſideration of it till after 
the Eaſter holidays. Theſe two circumſtances, he faid, were 
certainly unfavourable to the idea of effefting the abolition this 
year; however he was not without ſome hope that, though the 
reſent ſeſhon was already ſo far advanced, it would ſee. an aft 


15 for the total abolition of the flavg trade, every day of 


whole exiſtence was a diſgrace to the nation, and injurious to 
humanity.—Here Mr. Wilberforce, was called to order by _ 
Mr. CAWTHORNE, who obſerved that there was no 
queſtion before the Houſe, and that hap fac, the Honour- 
able Gentleman was irregular in enteri en into a diſcuſſion 
of the ſlave trade : the irregularity, he fad, was the more ſtrik- 
ing after the intimation which the Houſe had not long fince 
given of its opinion on this ſubject, when it negatived a motion 
for going into a committee on that trade on the day ſpecified in 
the motion, and put off the fitting of ſuch committee to that da 
ix months; in other words, after the Houſe had poſtponed 
farther conſideration of the buſineſs for the preſent ſeſhon, _ 
Mr. LAMBTON requeſted that he would be fo good as t 
anſwer him one queſtion, which was, whether in caſe he ſhay], 
deſpair of carrying the meaſure of abolition this year, he would 
bring forward ſome plan for regulating the flave trade, as 
bg 1 Parliament ſhould think proper to ſuffer it to con- 
unue ! | | „„ a | 
Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid he did not like to give a direct 
anſwer to the Honourable Member's queſtion, becauſe, were he 
to give notice of any plan for regulating the trade, it would be 
conſidered as a proof that he deſpaired of the abolition, when in 
reality he did not deſpair of it, but entertained hopes that he 
ſhould at laſt be ſo happy as to effect it. Could he bring him- 
ſelf to fear that thoſe 564 were ill-founded, he certainly would 
be glad to regulate what he could not aboliſh, Here the 
Speaker interfered, as there was no motion before the Houſe ; 
Mr. Wilberforce ſat down, and here the buſineſs dropt. 
The order of the day was now read, for the ſecond reading of 
me bill more effectually to prevent, during the war, all trai- 
terous correſpondence with, or aid or aſſiſtance been given to, 
1 naſe *'s enemies. SO Er ane Wo pt po an 
t. CURWEN roſe and ſaid, that he had already troubled 
the Houſe on this ſubject, when the Attorney General moved 
for leave to bring in thc bill: he could not help riſing again to 
fxpreſs his moſt hearty diſapprobation of a meaſure, which to him 
9peared to be unneceſſary in its object, ineffectual in its RY 
| TY | a 55 
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| very great mjory © this country; for no doubt, it would make 
e French 

counter p 

Convention with the means of carrying on the war, though its 


in former wars were eſtimated at 100, oo0l. and he believed that 


of his opinion, that it would be ſound policy to ſuffer the trade of 
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for attaining it, and oppreſſive and impolitic in many of its pro- F 
4 Jo prove r de he went throu ** "Oh, that pe 
Clauſes, and deſcanted upon them as he 1 The fit Learne 
elauſe, he maintained it, was unneceſlary, becauſe the ſupplying oed a 
of the King's enemies by any of his ſubjects with naval or mil;. which | 
tary ſores came within the 4th ſection of the 25th of Eduard br ©" 
the Third, and as it was already treaſon by one law, it would di(cloſe 
| N = . 8 . r . 3 | chuſe f 
vot de neceſſary to declare it to be ſo by a new ſtatute, The 
fecond claufe for preventing any ſubject of his majeſty from pur. France, 
Thaling lands in France, or. ſtock in the French funds, was in wolte 
one point of view abſurd and in another dangerous, inſtead of cauſe.: 
being bencficial to England. Never could it baye been fo pre. * 
Fr to endeavour to e an Engliſhman from ſpecy- might 
Jting in the purchaſe of French lands or French ſtock, as at a "ws hh 
ume when his own country afforded him every fecurity for tis il ** 


WRT E: _ + Ss . 4+WS £55 : , | 
ropefty that human wiſdom could deviſe, and when there wa 
in France no government, no regard for property, and uo ſe- 


cur ity for the enjoyment of it: under ſuch circumſtances, could the peo 


any man in his ſenſes ok of laying out his money in France 

185 han in England? What occalion therefore could there 
be for prohibiting what Was never likely to happen? The pro- 
hibition could not. do any good; but it might be productive of 
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he. on vention enact a law for preventing the natives of 
France from placing their money in our funds, a law, which 
ts — ö Sw? 3. #4, #\ eig#: 160 : Sn + @ %: #3 478 * 
would be the more prejudicial to our intereſts, as in the preſent 
ſtate of affairs, the leſs ſecurity there was for property in France, 
the more the monied people there would feel themſelves diſpoſed 
to place their money. in our funds; and therefore the prohibition! 


y # 
-, 


which we were going to enact by this clauſe would neceſſariy 
operate againſt ourſelves, and in favour of France, who by a 

Tohibition, the conſequence of this, would be able to} 
prevent the French capital from being inveſted in our funds, 
and to keep it at home: the clauſe therefore would furniſh the 


avowed object was to do directly the reverſe. "The clauſe which 
was for preventing Britiſh ſubjects from inſuring French ſhips, 
though intended to operate againſt France, would in reality 
prove to be a precaution. againſt our own. proſperity, . Inſurance 
was a trade, and a gainful one too; its annual profits in England 


at the preſent period it might be ſet down as likely to produce a 
balance to this country of at Jeaft 300, ooOl. a year. In ſupport 


inſurance to be carried on s the war, he quoted the au. 


 thority of Lord Mansfield, who had firſt declared in favour of BW . | -0 
SEE, ON” | „ Vol. 


2 


bh EN 5 1 | — he 
Make 21, 1793. 70 UR NA E. 5 193 


that policy in the year 1747 ; and to ſhew that the Noble and 
Learned Lord had not changed his mind upon that ſubject, he 
ited a caſe which was tried by Lord Mansfield in 1784, in I 
which the Noble Judge faid, that inſurances of ſhips ought to {| 
be encouraged, as they promoted ſpeeulation, and often gd to 
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Aſcloſe the views of the enemy in the time of war. The 1 iſt 
cauſe for preventing any of his majeſty's ſubjects from going to = 
France, or returning home during the war, he conſidered as a2 101 
nolation of juſtiee; particularly as to the ſecond part of the. [4 


cauſe; it ſurely muſt be a ſtrange doctrine to lay down, that 
merchants, for inſtance, who in the legal purſuit of their buſineſs 
night have been obliged to go to France, ſhould. be prevented 
fom returning home to their own country, and made exiles at 
the will or eaprice of a Seeretary of State. For all theſe reaſons 
he was of opinion that the bill ought not to paſs into a law; 
and therefore he felt it to be his duty to his conſtituents and to 
the people at large to give it his decided negative. 
The Honourable FREDERICK NORTH ſupported the- 
bill as a meaſure called for by neceſſity, juſtified by precedent, 
nd conſonant to the rules of ſound 7 The oppoſition 
which he found given to this bill, he feared, he muſt look upon 
x an extinction to the hope which he had fondly entertained of 
being able to act with that patriotic band of gentlemen, who in 
very ſituation, in miniſtry and in oppoſition, in popularity and 
in unpopularity, had from the year 1783 down to the preſent 
kflion, nobly maintained the | cauſe of the conſtitution, He 
had come into Parliament with the ſtrongeſt prepoſſeſſions in 
their favour, more indeed from a coincidence of fentiments and 
pinciples, than from much perſonal intercoyrſe with them, 
The preſent queſtion, he conceived, coul only reſt on the pe- 
culiar exigency of our preſent fituation, and of our relative 
ſituation with reſpect to France. He entered into a hiſtory of 
the reſources and expenditure of France, to ſhew that the latter 
aden the former, and ſtated that they had ſupplied 
their deficits by confiſcatjon.' In fuch a ſituation he would aſk, 
it we were ſupparting'the war by voting ſupplies, and naval and 
nilitary force, &. without making any regulations for prevent- 
ug money from being drained from this country and fent to Que. 
enemies? And he conſidered this to be a war againſt our King 
in lis perſon, and in his government, —a bel/um internecinum for 
the purpoſe of overthowing the conſtitution. As to the clauſe 
reſpecting inſurances, he adverted to what Mr. Curwin had 
aid; ad, although he had the higheſt reſpect for the au- 
tbority of Lord Mansfield, he thought he might fairly oppoſe to 
i the authority of the legiſlature.— He ſaid, the clauſe impoſing 
regulations an 3 Britiſh ſubjects to 


Var, II. 


in any of the French dominions, eng; 
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this country appeared to him to be juſtified by the preſent cir. 
cumſtances, although, perhaps, ſomewhat: more abjectionable 
than any of the others. When Britiſh ſubjocts happened to be 
au ot the | gaged in commercial buſi. 
ls, their being allowed to remain there was an act of favour on 


the part of the French, and it was ſurely to be regretted that | 


they ſhould meet with any obſtacle on their return to their na. 


* tive country; but he believed there had been no inſtance of any 
Paflports being, refuſed under the alien bill, unleſs: to ſuch per- 


ns as government had juſt reaſon. to ſuſpect, and he was per- 
ſuaded that there was no 
perſons of the deſcription he had juſt been mentioning, As to 


another claſs of Britiſh ſubjects who had adopted French princi- 


ples, and may probably, and perhaps ignorantly, have incurred 


_ the penalties of treaſon, the regulations of the preſent bill will 
in truth operate as a mitigation, rather than an extenſion, of the 
Is at preſent in force, by guarding them againſt incurring a 


danger of which they might not be aware. He concluded with 


ſaying, that he was prevented from going into the ſubject ſo fully 
he wiſhed, from the confuſion prays by ere HIPS, 


liver his ſentiments, and in which he ſtill remained; 
. MAJOR, MAITLAND ſaid, he did not intend to have trou - 


| bled the Houſe in the preſent ſtage of the bill, becauſe he meant 
ts haye reſerved his objections for the committee. But as gentle- 


men on the other fide of the Houſe had thought proper to ob- 


ſerve that ſtubborn ſilence, which they almoſt uniformly did on 
Aa! important queſtion, he found himſelf induced to ſay a-few 
* wa 


at preſent,-As to the ſubject of the extonſion of the law 
of treaſons, he would ſay nothing upon it, as he did not pretend 


to underſtand it ſufficiently. One great and avowed: purpoſe of 


this country from being carried to France; he would beg 


leave to aſk of the Honourable Gentleman (the Attorney Ge- 


peral), whether he meant to include, under tho regulation of 


the bill againſt purchaſing in the French funds, ſuch natives of 


France as are reſident in this country under the alien bill? Or, | 


whether he meant thoſe regulations to extend to Britiſn ſubject 
who have at preſent property in the French. funds, and wha 
cannot bring the intereſts ariſing therefrom into this country, 


. 


* intereſts in purchaſing in the funds of France! 


Vith relpe& to the clauſe altogether, it was indeed prepoſterous | 
to ſuppoſe, that Engliſhmen, having here the beſt and moſt per- 


trance, where they could have no. ſecurity at all; —it was alſo 


wen dare tic, becauſe the French would undoubtedly, wilh 100 | 


danger of paſſports being refuſed to any | 


except at a loſs of 60 per cent. ſo as to prevent them from ap- 
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the lame; and beſides, we would be Seine 5 end of 
ng Frenchmen to ein- 


France the moſt material ſervice by f Fr n to em- 
ploy their own money. He would not, he ſaid, follow the Ho- 


wurable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt in his arguments as to the 


rin ctions ienpoſed on Britiſh ſubjech returning to this country, 
hecauſe, if that argument were well founded, it wauld go en- 
trely againft the reaſon of this bill, which would then operate 
x a mitigation rather than as an extenſion of the 217 A i 
He concluded with highly difapproving of the bill, and agai 
putting preciſely to the Attorney General the two queſtions {t: 
it the beginning of his Tpeech—As to French aliens refident 
here, and as to Britiſh ſubjects having at pteſent property in the 


French funds. 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL, in reply to Major Mait- 
and, faid, that he felt no difficulty in declaring that he meant to 


extend the operation of the bill to all aliens in England; whe- 
ther it ſhould extend alſo to ſuch natives as had property at pre- 
{nt in the French funds, might be a matter of diſcuſſion n in the 
committee. A ES Rake 1 5 
The queſtion for the ſecond reading was now put, and cartil 


without a diviſion. 


It was next moved and carried that the bill ſhould be com- 


4 
; * 


nitted, and to a committee of the whole Houſee. 


Laſtly, it was moved by the Attorney General, chat it fhould 


de committed to-morrow. 


Mr. FOX upon this exprefſed his ſurpriſe, chat the "Learned 


Gentleman ſhould wiſh to carry with ſach' precipitation throug 


the Houſe a bill which, he did not heſitate to ſay, was an attack 


won the fundamental liberties of Engliſhmen, and a meaſure 
aly ineffectual, impolitic, and tyrannical. An Honourable 
Gentleman had differed f from him on this ſubje&, but had been 
b candid as to Tay, that thoſe who now oppoſed: this bill had, 


ner ſince the year 1783, maintained the moſt conſtitutional 


principles. It-was an adherence to the fame principles which 


made them now ex their diſapprobation of a meaſure 
Which every good whig, as a whig, muſt heartily reprobate. 
Time ought to be allowed for di cuſling it; the precipitation 
wth which he ſaw it was now to be hurried through the Houſe 
ould anſwer no other end than that of preventing diſcuſfion. . It 
u impoſſible that it ſhould paſs before the Eaſter receſs; 
br though. it ſhould be committed to-morrow, and repor 


R j ; * on 
Monday {March 24), it could not be read a third time till 


Tueſday, and on Wedneſday it would reach the Lords, that was 
v ſay, the day before the adjournment (Friday , Good 
| e Bb 2 Tiday), 
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Friday). He truſted that gentlemen on the other ſide of ur {rious 
Houſe would not be quite ſo precipitate, but would allow ſome men ® 
Jittle delay This bill affected the nation at large; it was ft, condu- 
therefore, that time ſhould be given ſor. the people to expres {excond 
their opinion upon it; and he believed that their opinion would great « 
ho found to be extremely unfavourable ; for, by what he: could object 
learn, no bill had ever been brought into Parliament which was the bil 
more unpopular, as far as it had pot reached. He declared that diſcuſl 
there was not a ſingle clauſe in the bill to which he would not mult 1 
in the committee give his diſſent, unleſs he ſhould find ſomething urged, 
ſtronger in favour of the clauſes than had yet been advanced in Houle 
ſupport of them, To the clauſe for making it neceſſary fo by the 
Engliſhmen to procure paſſports from the Secretary of State te ing th 
return to their country, he was determined to give the molt any el 
ſteady oppoſition ; for by that claufe Engliſhmen would fin mittee 
themſelves placed in the moſt degraded ſituation, when obliget that p. 
to aſk a Secretary of State's leave to return to their country ant the cl: 
their homes: for his own. part he ſhould deſpiſe himſelf, | he kn 
he could ſilently ſuffer himſelf to be placed in a: ſituation | dificu 
which he ſhould be obliged to apply to a ſervant of the crown 38 on 
as a favour, for leave to return to England or to his own houſecourſe 
For the purpoſe of procuring. a delay of ſome days, he moved fider it 
by way of amendment, that the word © to-morrow” ſhould leave 
left out of the motion, and that the words Tueſday next broug 
ſhould be inſerted in its ſteadd. ö provil 
- . The. CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER ſaid, t hon, ; 
oppoſition to the motion of his Learned Friend did not got fairly 
the queſtion whether the bill now before the Houſe ſhould o upon | 
ſhould not paſs into a law, but whether it ſhould be inveſtigate going 
In a committee of the whole Houſe, and to conclude it in tha ſtance 
Houſe before the holidays; and for the delay propoſed, the argy gener: 
ments appeared to him to be curious. The queſtion for th was, | 
| Houſe now was, whether thoſe who thought this bill, as th at a 
Right Honourable Gentleman had been pleaſed to deſeribe dange 
either ineffectual, impolitic, or tyrannical, were at this tim which 
prepared to give their. ſentiments upon it; he, for his pail He di 
thought that no delay was neceſſary for that purpoſe; for ſurel ferenc 
gentlemen, who were pleaſed to ſpeak their ſentiments ſo dec treaſo! 
| ra wanted no time to make up their minds, unleſs t who \ 
Houſe were inclined to adopt the ingenious and epigrammatid Ther, 
mode of alteration of an Honourable Gentleman, * 4 had lai who 
that the only good thing he thought could be found in the bf ſuch. 
was the clauſe which enabled Parliament to reviſe, alter, a! how © 
amend the bill in the preſent ſeſſion. Now, what ſort. of ab the p 
that was to be which had the whole of its proviſions expung _ 
hear! 


he ſhould not attempt to explain. If indeed there 25 al 
ö e ſerlo 


nN 
2 


Men a1, 17%%¶ OU NAI. gh 
{rious bbjectioff to the principle of the bill, how were gentle- 


nen who pretended to have ſuch - objeQtion to account for their | 


conduct this night, after having ſuffered the queſtion for the 
{cond reading to paſs nemine contradicente, —{ Here e Was 4 
eat cry of No! No] He ſaid, he did not hear ariy perſon 
object to the queſtion ; but ſurely they who preterided to oppoſe 
the bill, either thought it was not ſuch as ought to be further 
diſcuſſed upon the general principle and merits—or that they 
muſt think that their arguments were ſuch as had been al 

uged, and that it was needleſs to repeat them, for that the 

Houſe had already afſented to the general principle” of the bill, 

by the ſanction given to the ſecond reading. The principle be- 

ing thus diſpoſed of, the queſtion then was, whether there were 
any clauſes in the bill which could not be diſcuſſed in the com- 


mittee to-morrow, and whether gentlemen were not 3 for | 


that purpoſe. The Right Honourable Gentleman ſaid, that all 
the clauſes were either meffectual, impolitic, or tyrannical. If 
he knew that to be the character of them, there could be no 
dificulty in his proving that in a committee to-morrow as well 
38 on 1 ueiday. Indeed he ſaw no reaſon for delay; in 'the 
courſe of this meaſure there had been ample time given to con- 
fider it, His Learned Friend had given notice of his motion for 
lee to bring in the bill, poſtponed it, and on the day he 
brought forward the motion he had ably opened the general 
provitions of the bill, on which there was conſiderable difcuf- | 


ſon, and many objeCtions ſtarted, which, in his opinion, were 
farly and fully anſwered. The bill had for its object proviſion | 
upon general points. The one for preventing auy perſon from | 
going abroad without licence, &c. | Here he repeated the ſub- 
tance of the bill under diſtinct heads. ] The objections were 
general, and the leading one, in a conſtitutional point of view, 
was, that it added to the offences already declared to be treaſom, 
n a time when there was not any reaſon to apprehend” any 
danger to this country; that it was not under any circumſtances 
which required any extraordinary exertion in that particular. 
He differed entireſy upon that point, and it was on that dif- 
ference which he thought it was neceſſary to amend the- law of 
treaſon, There often had been mentioned two claſſes of men, 
who were ſuppoſed to have oppoſite principles higs and tories. 
There often had been thoſe who called themſelves whigs,*but 
who in principles were tories,” and afterwards proved to be 
uch. A- prodigious cry of hear! hear! hear ! He knew 
how often it had happened that tories had availed themſelves of 
the popularity of the character of whig, and had therefore aſ- 
iumed the title without the principles Another loud cry of 
bear! hear! hear! Whatever might have been 3 | 
SY 2 5 ; | thoſe 
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dee pee to whom. we could wich propriety; teler u 2 
_ Gandand for pure conſtitutional principles in tha:country, he al. 
 lud:d to thoſe who were the moſt active in bringing about 
the revolution, the very ſentiments profeſſed hy thoſe perſons 
the law of treaſon were much more rigorous than any pan 
f rhe bill now before the Honſe. The 228 moſt com- 
Lai of was nothing bar. a mitigation of law of treaſon as 4 
ed hy the authors of the revolution. If «therefore the 
danger which the wiſdom and the vigour of our anceſton re- 
moved, 'was ſuch as appeared to them to requite ſuch laws, he 
was ſure that the preſent time was not leſs fo, and conſequently 
the ſame proviſion ought to be made; for great as were the | 
arms of France, and the d s practices and ſpirit of ſeditious 
individuals in chis country, theſe were not all the evils ſor which 
de preſent bill was to provide a remedy. He ſhould contend | 
that theſe proviſions were proper when the bill went into 2 
tommittee, and he thould alſo contend, that the bill, in ſome 
parts of it, only explained the law, and on theſe parts the queſtion | 
would only be, whether that which was clearly law already, 
eught not to continue ſo. He then entered into ſore particu- 
ler parts of the bill, and defended them in general, and concluded 
N 2 farhor ley of the committee... 
Mr. FOX | 


PI 
IN 


faid, be never underſtood that to be . 
gueſtion nemine contradicente, when ſeveral Gentlemen had faid | 
n to it. It was a new faſhion of conſidering, that a gentleman | 
can have no objection whatever to any part of a meaſure, if be 

dia not take the ſenſe of the Houſe by a diviſion. His ſenti | 
ments were already known upon this bill, and the reaſon why 
he did not call for a diviſion upon the queſtion upon the ſecond | 
that .he underſtood many . gentlemen approved of 


in the ſlighteſt degree ineffectual, impolitic, or 2 He. 
ſelt himſeif included among thoſe. who were cenſured as having 
favoured ptoviſions that were inimical to the principles of civil | 
Sberty ; but he truſted that if ſuch had been his conduct, the 
n by whom he was ſupported on the preſent occalion | 
would have conſigned him to that ſentence of ſelf-condemnation 
which lie mould 10 amply have deſerved. He could not think 


that | 
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hat the bill was tyranuleal 
the conduct of thoſe _— 
& if it ſhould appear 

erſons concerned had power to, 
ces of the peace, his N 

Gate, in their on Di : 
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- . regard to the 

„de dill, Gentlemen could only judge from the ſentimen 
doe perſons without doors with whom they had been in the 
„ habits of familiar intercourſe; and if he might judge from hat 
e y had heard, and ſuck circumſtances, the bill wy was by 
y 0 means likely to become unpopular. He was as little in- 
e clincd, che Attorney General faid, ' to believe that the bill! 
s yould prove impolitie and ineſfectual, as that the public "4p 

h conſider any of its proviſions tyrannical. It had been faid;. 
bet the clauſe prohibiting the A De in France 
2 WW vs a wild ene; but that ſuch a elauſe had highly neceſſury 
0 be was conſtrained to believe from the fact which had lately 
n bone under his-knowledge, of a land- ſurveyor having written 2 
* btter to a gentleman to excuſe his attendance on particular by-- 
„ves, as he was engaged to go over to France to look over ſome 
d b of land which were abfalutely on fale. If the National 


ja the war were to ariſe from the ſale of lands, furely a 
which prevented Engliſhmen from parting with their m 
be ſecurity of ſuch lands, was nf antes. He to France 


a@ '* ©. w 


teen thrown oi government of having libell eople' of 
ts country, by the implications in which they had involved them 


— 


tes of treaſon; In former times, at the period of the revolution. 


aopted had met the approbation of nine tenths. of the ps 
ulbout doors, and of a conſiderable majority in that Houſe; 


io diſapproved them had been the only libellers; chey had 
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neans of carrying on the war. A to e hat 
ed the people 


dym terms of the preſent bill; he had/ flattered himſelf that 
of that ſubject had been dropped long ſince. It had been ſaid at 
be beginning of the ſeſſion that the loyalty of the people of 
xd kngland was libelled by the preparations of government, and he 
e. not imagine that the charge would have been renewed: on 
of e preſent oecaſion. It was a fact that che moſt. dangerous 
* @ttrines had gone forth; doctrines, the operations of which 
| wuld not be checked but by dedaring them liable to the penal - 


ſte doctrine that the King, Lords, and Commons, could not 
regulate the ſucceſſon of the crown, had been declared to be 
teaſon, and were not the ſame, or more rous, doctrines held 
ut at this moment? The meaſures which govenment had 


ad, when thoſe: meaſures had been diſapproved, the gentlemen - 


key the libellem of the majority both of that Houſe and of the = 


that aſſiſtance could not be had if the Houſe went into the com 


[ 
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people without doors. The Attorney General next contended teren 
that the clauſe prohibiting infurance was neither impolitic nor nan ca 
ineffectual. It might be aſked, ſince many of the facts ſpecifed ling 
in the bill were treaſonable hy the ſtatute of Edward the Thin ereta 
why make them fo again? To this queſtion he ſhould only re herty, 
ply, that the repetition had not been made without the ſanchion STAY 
Tf © examples on ſimilar occaſions. One reaſon, indeed fire — 
why he thought that the progreſs of the bill ſhould not de de many o 
layed, was, that much the ter part, of the declaration of the of dang! 
bill had been ſpecified as high treaſon already; and ſubject to tic law 
ſevere. penaltics ; which penalties were ſtill capable of being en there w. 
forced previous to the paſſing of the preſent bill. 0 alteratio 

Mr. ALDERMAN ANDERSON declared it to be his o. cuoted 
nion, that the preſent bill ought to paſs with all poſſible expedi bonn and 
tion. Hie profeſſed his confidence in the vigilance of adminiſt: of the | 
tion, and of our naval commanders, which had already been m ſuence 
nifeſted by our capture of ſo many French veſſels; and was con idan Cai 
vinced that, whatever exception might be made to ſome of iH bold ſt 
clauſes of the bill, no property belonging to the French ought ti cm gr: 
de infured in this country. en 54949 1+ |» Wal that 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he did not mean to follow the LearneWucftion 

Gentleman through all his obſervations to-night upon the queſi jr:(cnt : 
tion now before the Houſe, for the Learned Gentleman ſeemei lot ag 
to him to have * the queſtion entirely; had he bee were qui 
either a little more or more alert in his thoughts, he migh wur the 
perhaps have met the ſubject of debate, and have argued upon it ver: bro 
2 ue was, ther, upon the diſcuſſion of this im aaffinat! 
portant bill, the ſhort ſpace between this and Tueſday ne: fill more 
ſnould be allowed to endeavour to underſtand: the clauſes of th tfronter; 
bill. The Learned Gentleman of courſe having ſtudied the ſu ton on 

ject, muſt underſtand it perfectly, but he had not ſaid one wo tem. 1 
why other Gentlemen, in order to underſtand it alfo, ſhould no ll that! 
have time as well as himſelf. Upon the former ſtage of th: treaſo 
bill, the Learned Gentleman ſaid nothing preſſing upon the poin lim chart 
of time; indeed nobody could ſuppoſe = 1. ſuch expedition wa ſueſtions 
thought of; for war had been declared againſt us long before an dil. Mir 
notice was given of any intention of bringing in this dill. Did we a 
There was another reaſon. for ſome delay, and one which ha nſwer. 
been preſſed a good deal by the learned Gentleman himſelf wh: remedy. 
he opened the bill he meant the aſſiſtance of Gentlemen of RF to be 
ong robe, particularly that of a learned and moſt able Membe dy,” 


le N 

ol that Houſe, and ornament of his profeſſion (Mir. Erſkine) anc 
Mit on b 
limſelf il 
fect to 
licheque 
You, 1 


mitiee to-morrow. As to the bill being in ſome parts of | 
tyrannical, Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that part of the ſubject ha 


nqt been fairly treated by the advocates for the bill; 2 * 


Crretary of State to be diſcharged, and he. ſhould have his li- 
ety, —How If the Secretary of State pleaſed; but not other- 
wiſe, Could any thing be more tyrannical than ſuch a mea- 
ue As to the libel on the people of England, that they were 
ny of them diſpoſed to ſedition, hat the preſent times are full 
of danger, and that the bill in queſtion is only a mitigation of 


here was the moſt groſs miſapplication—at the time when the 
iterations were made in the act of Edward the Third, and 
quoted as a ſpecimen, there was indeed reaſon to apprehend ſedi- 


of the people praying for it, and it was carried againſt the in- 
ſence and in direct hoſtility to the crown. Indeed, Mr. She- 
rdan ſaid, it was matter of aſtoniſhment to him, that Gentlemen 
would ſhew their faces to the people of this country, and tell 
hem gravely, that there is treaſon and ſedition in this country; 
md that there are the ſame reaſons at this day for the bill in 
queſtion, as there was at the time of the revolution; that the 


plot againſt the ſafety of the ſtate; that the people, when they 


jour the ſame rigour in principle was to be obſerved. —Men. 
vere brought daily to the block when there was a plot for the. 
ſill more dangerous upon his honour, he was aſtoniſhed at the 
elrontery of f 
ton on the people of this country was a foul calumny upon. 
bem, Let the Attorney General produce his proofs. Let him 
til that Houſe that he would take up one man in the kingdom 
br treaſon, Let him name one man whom he ſuſpected. Let 
im charge one man with a ſeditious view. But whenever theſe 
ſoeſtions were aſked, inſtead of ſhewing the exiſtence of the 
ml, Miniſters contented themſelves with producing a remedy. 
Vid we aſk for proof of ſedition? Look at the alien bill, was the 
alver, They proved the diſtemper, by Ron providing 
irmedy. Like a phyſician ſaying to a perſon who knew him- 
{lf to be well, ++ You want phyſic; or, . Nou muſt be bled 
bday,” —If the anſwer is, Lam, well, 1 do not want your 
ſtance ;” then the doctor would affect a reſolute. tone, and 
nliſt on bleeding his patient to-day ; and if he did, not then. find 
inſelf ill, io put him in a ſtrait waiſkeoat to-morrow. — With 
thett to what the Right Honourable the. Chancellor of the 
lichequer had ſaid upon Whigs and Tories, Mr. Sheridan did 
ME Ve | e 


Manch 21, 1793; 7 7 "LOUR NAIL. 20 


here was no evil in it for which there was not a remedy. If a 
nan came from France, and was taken into 2 for not com- 
ying with certain caprieious diſtinctions, he might apply to the 


the kw of treaſon as formed by the founders of the revolution, 


ton and rebellion ; that was a law in conſequence of the petition. | 


preſent moment required the ſame reſtraints as when there was 


— F 5 
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were quiet, muſt ſubmit to be treated as traitors; and that at this 


dafination of King William. To ſoy that theſe were times 


uch obſervations. He was ſure the charge of ſedi-. 
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jot doubt his ſkill. He did not know any perſon fo well ſituated my 
weve that a man may affe@ to be a Whig, and be a Tory in {ad 0! 
his heart; he did not know a man who had greater reaſon to feel Whig 
what he ſaid upon that ſubject, or to underſtand it better. Hoy. _ 
ever, he believed that if the Right Honourable Gentleman meant l 
any thing by what he faid on that ſubject, he meant to convey already 
a ſentiment, and eſtabliſh a doctrine the moſt pernicious of all t. The 
public liberty—that public profeſſion of principle js ge mY 
piece of deluſion upon the people of this eee, v his wa mn 
done by the Miniſter with a view of bringing public ſpirit ſol 
into contempt, to deftroy all diſtinction between the friends o . 
freedom and the friends of deſpotiſm, and to build his own power Al 
upon the ruin of both: but, whatever he might think, there w Lord 
too much good ſenſe in the people of this ee ar be impoſed 2 
on by ſuch ſtale attempts; they began to ſee the difference be. ae 
tween their friends, and thoſe who wiſhed to deceive them. Mr jc 
Sheridan made many other obſervations, and concluded with (ay; * 0 
ing, he had no doubt but that Minifters began to feel that the <3 
ſeditious ſtory, and all the trade of the alarmiſts began to flag x | 
and therefore this bill was brought in to revive the deluſion ; bu t, w 
the people might be ſaid to be like thoſe who are ſworn at High war, 2 
te, they never would take any counterfeit, while they coul * 
ie reality. N | 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER obſerved 3 
that the Honourable Gentleman had conſidered the danger o = y 
the preſent period as not worthy of compariſon with that wit | = 
which this country was threatened at the time of the revolutia =_ % 
But he thought far differently; and the preſent danger 1 2 . 
to him to be much greater than that at the revolution, oe "I 
principles which were affiduouſly promulgated were ro _ : 
more daring, and pregnant with preater miſchiefs to mankind 3h 
than any which had ever been avowed by the Jacobite 2 y 
what he had ſaid relative to the verſatility of language 5 * 
Whigs and Tories was conſtrued into a diſbelief and con _ 
quent diſregard of all public principle, he diſclaimed fo oſs | a 
an imputation with the utmoſt diſdain.” He had ſpoken * | 
reverence of the afſertors of Whig principles at the time o | 
revolution; and he had only oppoſed thoſe living Whigs wi 
claimed them as their excluſive right, and had attacked as tyra 
nical a bill which was founded on thoſe ve CR 2 The + 
Mr. SHERIDAN faid, whether the Right Honoura -” — 
tleman diſdained the imputation he did not care, _ ci 3 
he diſdained the more Mr. Sheridan thought he h A2. « «Lay 
point right. The Right Honourable Gentleman © ag 


A : * 38 
t one of the living Whigs, or thoſe who latel cal R 
— ſo. Indeed Mr. Sheridan ſaid he did-not hear b. 


ny living Whigs, but obſerved that he ſeemed to allude to ſome 
+ad ones. 1 with, (aid Mr. Sheridan, he would take ſome of our 


Whig principles from us, inſtead of Whig Members. 
fect bills of exchange, or the receipt of dividends from money 
dready in the funds! | 


ſuch operation to this bill, and promiſed to attend to the ſuggeſ- 
ions of the Honourable Gentleman who made the hint whe 
the bill came into the committee. | , 


conſequence of ſuch an alarm having gone abroad. 
Lad JOHN. RUSSEL oppoſed the principle of the bill. 
ur. MARTIN faid, that nothing was more dangerous 
unparliamentary than the haſte with which the bill was to be 

recipitated through the Houſe, He thought, however, that the 
xovifions might be neceſſary, in conſequence of exiſting circum- 
fances: he ſhould therefore vote in favour of the bill. He 
greed in the opinion which certain gentlemen had profeſſed, 
that, whatever might be thought of the original juſtice of the 
war, yet, when it was once entered into, we were bound to co- 
gerate with government in its proſecution; and he hoped that 
boſe gentlemen would recollect their word, and, conſidering 
q we 2 now actually at war, would not throw obſtacles in 

way of it. | a | 

Mr. WHITBREAD. declared that he bad, for one, pro 
felled his intention of ſupporting the war if it was once entered 
no; but he did not conceive that ſuch profeſſion had pledged 
lim to the unqualified ſupport of every meaſure. of adminiſtra- 
ton, He thought the conduct of Miniſters in the preſent in- 
lance highly indecent ; and ſtrenuouſly urged the propriety of 
&frring the commitment of the preſent bill. 1 9 
The ATTORNEY GENERAL explained. abr 
On. T. GRENVILLE oppoſed the ſpeedy commitment of 

ill, Ry | 
The Houſe divided on Mr. Fox's amendment. 
Z e 8 
Againſt it 127 


| Manch 22. e 
The SOLICITOR GENERAL moved the order of the 
ky, which was, that the Houſe go into a committee on the bill 
_ preventing traiterous correſpondence with his Majeſty's 
_; and ſtated his intention of propoſing ſeveral modifi- 
ons. | a gr ornate 
e n e 
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7 h 
M's, HORNTON aſked if the preſent meaſure went to 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL, ſaid, he did not 25 


M. 8. THORNTON Cid that he had aſked the queſtion in 
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Mr. FOX faid, he was happy to hear that thoſe who brously Ader 
in the bill began to think that it was not quite perfect, and 5 likev 
it might want ſome modification.——For his part, he thought thi He tl 
proviſions of the bill to be ſuch as ought to meet the deteſtation | 
of the people of this country. He ſhould attend to whatere affiſta 
modifications ſhould be offered; but the beſt. modification he whic! 
knew would be that of expunging all the clauſes out of the hill 
The CHANCELLO of the EXCHEQUER recon | 
mended moderation bf temper in the diſcuſſion of this buſineſs, mich 
Mr. FOX ſaid, he wanted to prevent the progreſs of a bil | 
which the imagination of man could, hardly think of withou M. 
aſtoniſhment and abhorrence—a bill which perhaps was ner 
equalled in the deſpotiſm of its principle. — And he knew tha ſuppo 
thoſe who brought it in could not, without 'confiderablevigiland ſaid t 
178 others, be prevailed upon to pay any attention to the con pive t 
titution of this country. CCC proce: 
The Speaker having left the chair, and the Houſe gone into the h. 
committee, the Solicitor General moved, * that the preamble c Minif 
Mr. GREY roſe to object to the motion. He thought tha which 
facts ought to be ſtated, as the foundation of a bill which went t the b 
veſt government with ſuch extraordinary powers. The provi decau 
fions of the bill he conſidered as not bearing out the title, ani reſpor 
therefore he ſhould vote againſt the poſtponement of the prea hat o 
ble. CE a , 1 To EY 1 
Mr. SOLICTTOR GENERAL. ſtated, that the object 
the bill was more accurately to ſpecify thoſe acts which conſti confti 
tuted treaſon. The ſtatute of Edward III. condemned as treq tion, 
ſonable all perſons who gave aid to the King's enemies in tim 
of war, and the proviſions of the preſent bill went to prevet Was pt 
them from giving ſuch aid. The Solicitor General faid, that been e 
had heard much of public virtue and patriotiſm from gentleme 
on the other ſide of the Houſe; but he truſted that there exiſte 
as much public virtue and patriotiſm among thoſe who brovg! one a 
in the bill as among thoſe who oppoſed it. 1 
Mr. GRE V roſe to reply. In the courſe of his ſpeech | te H 
adverted to what had fallen from an .Honourable Gentlema dorde 
(Mr. Martin) as to his promiſe of ſupporting the war, whe preſen 
once entered into, and ſaid that he did 3 himſelf = | * 
uentially pledged by ſuch a promiſe. to ſupport. every mealul oppoſit 
2 Amin festen. 1 le had ſupported the war by a liberal gn but it 
for that purpoſe ; but no ties of duty demanded that he fhou orderly 
ſupport thoſe acts of government, in the proſecution of it, Whig he cou 
might appear to him to deſerve cenſure, ee. caſes it 
6 The ATTORNEY GENERAL denied that the title of tl this eat 
bill was at all irrelative to the ſubject of its proviſions. The tt jultific 


eee eee © a 


1d not ſpeak of preventing traiterous correſpondence. only, ür 
likewiſe uſed the words“ aid and aſſiſt his Majeſty's enemies. 
He then entered into the reaſons of the different proviſions of the 


ll, all of which went to the prevention of ſuch aid and ſuch 
ſtance. . It was neceſſary however to explain, that the clauſe 
which affected thoſe perſons who might remain in France w 
not meant to imply any impeachment of the motives of thoſe 
who had already gone, 'but to prevent” others from going who 
night be induced to do ſo for treaſonable motives and pur- 


11 | 0 * . wg * | "Wa" 
"Mr. MARTIN roſe to ſtate the meaning of what had fallen 
fom him in the courſe of a former debate on the ſubje& of the 


ſupport due to government in the proſecution of the war, He 


ad that he meant nothing more than that gentlemen ſhould 
zive that candid and honourable ſupport which might as truly 
proceed from the ſide of oppofition, as from thoſe who were in 
the habits of conſtantly approving and ſupporting the meaſures of 
Mater, EIT e LE 

Mr. HAWKINS BROWNE 
which had been made to the poſtponement of the preamble of 
the bill, It had been faid that the/ preamhle was not proper, 
becauſe all parts of the bill did not go to preyent tyaiterous cor- 


reſpondence ; but the Honourable Gentleman who” had 97 8 
like- - 


that objection ſeemed to have forgot that the preamble had 


wiſe uſed the words aid and affiſtance to his Majeſty's ene- 


mies.“ Mr, Hawkin's Browne conſidered the danger to the 
conftitution of this country exiſting at the time of the revolu- 
tion, and that which exiſted at preſent, as eſſentially different; and 
much more terrible in the latter caſe than in the former. He 
was proceeding to ſpeak of the different factious clubs which had 
deen eſtabliſhed, when POR ks Roca 8 th 
Mr. BOUVERIE called the Honourable Gentleman to or- 
ler, and deſired that the queſtion might be read; which was 


one accordingly. . TOM | | 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER defended 
the Honourable Gentleman from the charge of having been 
3 and condemned the nature of the oppoſition to the 
preſent bill. e en e 
Mr. SHERIDAN agreed that the Honourable Gentleman 
oppoſite to him (Mr. Browne) had been perfectly in order; 


but it had been faid that his Honourable Friend had been diſ- 
orlerly in his oppoſition to the poſtponing the preamble, which 


he could by no means admit. It might be true that in many 
caſes it was uſual and proper to poſtpone the preamble; but, in 
this caſe, where the aſſumptions in the preamble aflord the only 
uttification of the enactments of the bill, to deſire ef gentlemen 
1 25 6 


fed to the objections 
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to. poſtpone the preamble, without requiring any proof of theſe . powe 
aſſumptions, was in truth deſiring them to agree to all theſe nour 
nactments, of ſuch a new and alarming nature, without re. Jacot 
quizing, the ſmalleſt evidence that there is any ground of ne- narch 
celhity tor them whatever. e conf 
Gaul. eee to know if the Honourable did nd 
Gentleman who had oppo e preſent motion, meant to ſay, origin 
in contradiction to the aſſertion contained in the preamble of th 4. 
bull, that it was not expedient to, proven aid and. aſhſtance being and h 
given to his majeſty's enemies? It was faid no; ſhew me the ſtep f 

| 7050 by which the bill can be eſtabliſhed, and I will readily ad- and u 
mit of its expediency : but were facts expected to be aſcertained had at 
revious. to the bringing in of a bill, or was it neceſſary that with t 
they ſhould have occurred when that bill was a bill of preven- and h. 
tion? The purchaſe of lands and inſurance of ſhips were leved 
Actually going on, and it was time to check evils which, hoy- 1162, 
ever innocent in their attention, .did aid the purpoſes of France. and he 
He therefore did think, that the prevention of either of the | wheth 
three things Rated in the preamble of the bill was abſolutely ex- Loi 
Mr. POWYS recalled the attention of the committee to the had pe 
real queſtion then before them, viz. whether the preamble of tho attemp 
bill Gould be poſtponed? fr obs DEAL $5104. the co 
Mr. FOX was decidedly of  opinon againſt peſtponing the but in 

_ preamble, and inſiſted that, before acceding to a propoſition fo the co 
new and alarming, it ſhould at leaſt be juſtified. by a clear proof The b. 
of an urgent Jer The Honourable, Gentleman (Mr. comm 
Anſtruther) had quibbled on this preamble in a molt extraordi- he ſaw 
5 manner, and had been obliged to ſtate it unfairly in order of poſ 
to ſupport his deduction: he has aſked whether it can be denied which 
that it is expedient to prevent correſponding with his majeſty's WW ccfity 
enemies, &c. but the words of the preamble are, that it is cx- Wl crec co 
pedient more effectually to prevent ſuch correſpondence, &c. this co 
and he would aſk, on the other hand, whether, without any the bil] 
knowledge of the inſufficiency of the exiſting laws, or of any lad, n 
dangerous and extraordinary urgency, you would think it nens 
right to go on to the enacting of ſuch dreadful proviſions 35 | quence 
ſome of hole which compoſe this bill? Gentlemen talk of what | Mr, 
had been done at the revolution; let them follow the example lution, 
of thoſe. who added at that time, by ſhewing evidence of the find, a 

- neceſſity of the preſent meaſure : he could not agree with much and pre 
that he had heard that night; for, upon the principles now ip any 
aſſerted, if a handful of men, however inſignificant, or however 8 ill law, 
ſmall in number, ſhould. happen to entertain opinions ſubverſive WM that (0, 
of the. eſtabliſhed conſtitution, this alone would be held ſufficient | in orde 


In this 


power 85 | 


to juſtify the inveſting government with the moſt arbitrar 
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ers, though there exiſted, in fact, no real danger. An Ho- 
2 . — (Mr. Browne) had ſaid that, if he was a 
hcobite, he would not take the part even of his favourite mo- 
nirch, if impoſed on by the power of France; for his part, if the 
conſtitution which he ſo much venerated was to be de „ be 
iid not care whether its overthrow ſhould come from France, or 
originate at home. He would ſupport Miniſters in carrying on 
the war, but he would not agree to undermine the conſtitution ; 
and he would not give his concurrence to the proceeding one 
ſtep further in the preſent bill, without evidence of ſome great 
and urgent ee It had been hinted that inconveniencies 
had ariſen during the American war, from improper intercourſe 
with the enemy; for his part he had never before heard of it, 
nd he was ſure no ſuch thing had ever been proved. He be- 
leved that, during the war which begun in 1756, and ended in 
1762, leſs reſtrictions had been impoſed than in any other war, 


and he would ſubmit it to gentlemen, without any obſervation, | 


whether this had been attended with any bad confequence. 


Lord BEAUCHAMP thought that no parallel could bs 


drawn between the war of 1756 and the preſent. This war 
had peculiar features belonging to it, which fet at defiance alt 
attempts at compariſon with former wars. In every former war 
the countries engaged reſpected the conſtitutions of each other: 
but in this, our enemy ſeemed ſatisfied with nothing leſs than 
the complete deſtruction of our whole political eſtabliſhment; 
The bill which was about to come under the diſcuſſion of the 
committee, appeared to him a neceſſary meafure, and therefors 
be ſaw no reaſon why they ſhould deviate from the uſual ſyſtem 
of poſtponing the preamble of the bill. As to the articles 
which were prohibited from being exported to France ; the ne- 
city of prohibition was very plain, for France had paſſed a de- 
dee containing a ſimilar prohibition with regard to imports from 
tis country, with the exception of the very articles ſpecified in 
the bill, As to thoſe articles in the ſale of which a man, it was 


lad, might be innocently engaged, it was no matter whether 


men's intentions were innocent or treaſonable, if the conſe- 
quences of the act were equally pernicious to the public. 
Mr. BURKE ſaid, that if we looked to the period of the revo- 
lution, when the conſtitution had juſt been purified, we- ſhould 
fnd, along with the bill of rights and ſeveral acts for ſecuring 
nd preſerving our liberties, an act to enable his Majeſty to take 
up any perſons whom be ſuſpected of diſaffection. In fact, in 
al laws of civil polity it was founded on the nature of things; 
that ſome portion of the liberty of individuals muſt be ſaerificed 
n order to ſecure and protect general liberty and good order. 
in this country five acts reſtraining liberty had all palled wy 
| | 33 ie 
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Honourable Gentleman had begun with faying he was always 
deſirous of appealing to the Houfe, on the ſenſe of he 
called the good times of the conſtitution, Mr. Sheridan aid] 
he ſhould be glad to join in that appeal, if he faw it done wit 
in honeſt intention, or if he did not fee that this was done by 
gentlemen who only referred to thoſe times when they had tt 
fire any ſubject which had for its object the increaſe 6 
eir own power hereafter, and took references from times d 
danger, for the purpole of quoting the degree of confidend 
Which was then thought to be neceſſarily repoſed in the officer 
of government; and thus the better to prepare the people at thi 
kitne to the ſame confidence, when the fame danger did no 
exiſt, and conſequently where there could not be the ſame re: 
3 for ſuch confidence and power. Here the Right Honour 


U 


e Gentleman's deception began. He ſaid, that immeldliatel thi 
after the decharation ef rights, and the bill of rights, came o of 
power by which the King was enabled to order any perſon io cfity 
taken up, and that on ſuſpicion only of being an enemy to tl that n 
Rate. Having advanced thus far, the Right Honourable Gent! the cal 
man then came to a concluſion directly, that what was done d Which 
Thar occaſion ſhould certainly, by the Creſt reaſon, be done d revolu! 

this; for, fiid he, would you not do now what the wiſdom a the me 
virtue of your anceſtors prompted" them to do under ſimi "againſt 
Urcumſtances? The anfwer was plain and ſhort.” The circu and in 
ances are not fimilar. We were at the time that the Rip «which 
Honourable Gentleman alluded to, at the rn of u revolution. ting 
Was that the caſe with this country at this moment Did i the Pa 
Right Honourable Gentleman, or did they who pretended WW pot te 
Agree with him, mean to ſay, and to perſevere in it as an ary Gentle 
ment, that we are now in an equal degree of danger as we we &clara 
at the time of the revolution? lf this was anſveted in the af for the 
mative, than there might upon that anſwer be an end entire could 
to every barrier which the ſubject ever nad againſt oppreſft miniſtr 
for if we were now in a ſtate as alarming us at that period, cuſtody 


argument would go to the ſuſpenſion of the habeas corpus 
: | 
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ad to place the whole kingdom under. ne eee, it * 
vemed that the preſent time was to be confidered lain to that 
of the revolution to a degree o -t a+ i t de- 
| oee?—lf two or three factious perſons could be in this 
wit, country, was that to be a. ſumilar in ſuch a degree to the 
call ene revolution as to render it neceſſary to introduce the 
ou ame meaſure of precaution as at that But who were 
bee very factious perſons? Upon this, hoyever, the —— Ho- 
eint nourable Gentleman had come to ſomething like a p 


ugne be would name certain perſons of that — at ſome future by 
oY 43 —A prodigious cry. of hear! hear hear !—4 Inow challenge ls, 
him to name thoſe perſoris when he pleaſes, ſaicd Mr. Sheridan, Id 


* for painful as theſe obſervations ate for me to male them, I 
nuſt repeat to that Right Honourable Gentleman that I expect 
to bear his liſt of names and his proofs, but then let me tell 
dia what ſort of proof I ſhall require of him. He meant not 
ov be ſatisßed with the — Honourable Gentleman's reiterat- 
ſe ing his charges e, „or even of his naming any particular 
es off men, and calling them traitors, becauſe. we all knew: tho facility 
with which — 2 Nor did he mean to ſay he 
ſhould be contented with hearing general aſſertions of our dan- 
ger. He ſhould expect of the Ri Honourable Gentleman che 
r were; and what mea- 
fares they had — manifeſt ö and; eonſe- | 
quently to juſtify che Right Honourable e load- = 
them with'the black appellation of traitor He ſhouldexpet - | 


me o of all the ſupporters of the bill in — of ne- 
1 cflity, ee ee „ſome proof of 
o that neceſſity. If chey failed in this, then he muſt declare them 
ml the calumniators of the people of this country. At the time 


1e 0 which was now ſaid to be ſimilar to the preſent, he meant the 
0 0 revolution, ſomething like evidence was given of the neceſſity of 
the meaſures which parliament adopted. A plot had been formed 
'gainſt the king's likes: and the King himſelf came to t 
nd informed them of the diſcovery of the plot in a 2 


die \ which he delivered from the vo the "_ — ng 

n 2 fating—here Mr. Sheridan read the ſpeech of King 

dt the Parliament the ſubſtance of which was, That there — a 
ad dot to aſſaſſinate his Majeſty [would the 2 Hoggerable 


Gentleman aſſure us that his. preſent M. | 
&claation-to him, even in private 7 that ther 
for the ſudden invaſion of the kingdom fof which: . — 

wuld be no danger while we had ſo vigilant and active — 

miniſtration]; that ſome of the conſpirators were already in 

"cuſtody, and chat care had been taken to have the others. giſ- 

| Orered, Nan, to de plain 84 2 gentlemen who ja 18g bill 
449 Was 
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was niceſſury, he muſt ſay that he wanted proof, ſomething like 
this. Nou, what was the taſe in the preſent moment, 5 how! 
ſtood fats with reſpect to ſedition in this country; Why, he 


frightened by and had ran away; an attorney was 
under proſeeutior charge for which he had given bail, and 
a bill · ſticker was in jail l. were the mighty proofs. of the 
whole countty being in a ſtate: of inſurrection ut to come 
nearer to the Right Honourable: Gentleman's doctrine, and. the 
conſiſtency of his conduct he had, in the courſe of the diſ- 
cuſſion of this ſubject, maintained the right of the legiſlature to 
alter the ſucceſſion, and to ſupport the principle of punithing 
thoſe who uſſerted a contrary doctrine; and yet, if the Right 
Honourable Gentlemen was to be judged by his firſt pamphlet 
on the French revolution, he would be the. firſt to incur that! 
: 13 ſaid this, he teturhed to what appeared to 
him to be the real ſpirit of treaſbn, and he deſired the Learned 
Gentlemen on the other ſide to refute himy if; they could. — 
The true way of defining treaſon, was by tthe intention of the 
Party, and that the overt act was only evidence. of the intention. 
As to the obſervations of the Right Hotourable-Gentletan on 


che neceflity of rights remaining in a ſtate af inaftioh for a long 
time, that 1 might require new vigour, and the ſimile of 
= to the y 


natural being the ſame as inactivity ſor a tim 
% the body politic, there was | ho: doubt ef its being beautiful 
enough., and applicable too, for the Miniſter had often ſung 2 
ſort of lullahy to th itution, and that perhaps ſome per 
ſons mighit expect to make it better, than; it was before. But a 
ſlebpꝰ w hi ſiſter of death, and yet relieved the human bod 
tronmthe wearineſs of labour, ſurely there was no juſtice in com 
paring it to the affairs of human be the beneſit of civ 
rights, for although a human being might. to recover his 
Unhealthy thete was wo neceſſity fur rights in ſociety to be ſul 
: qended-in order to be preſerved. The only objection: he had 10 
+the figure was; that it had mo truth for its foundation, for there 
Vs none of the wearineſs which required reſt to any of the righ 
of the people of this country. The Right Honourable Gentle 
man had made ſome alluſions to a fortreſs, and ſaid, that it W4 
in dome degree like a priſon; but it became ſo only in conte 
% 2 a liege. Here again truth was not attended to in the 
gur and upon this occaſipn he could not help coming to ſom 
acts well known to the public. This he did not dhew, tha 
chere was not any ground for alarm in this country, and whel 
he had done fo, he truſted he ſhould have anſwered the Honour 
able Gentleman upon his obſervation of a fortreſs, evidently de 
ligned to prepare the people of this country for ſlavery, by cou 
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nating the iſtand 70 4 beſieged fortreſs then he muſt fk, whether 
there Was amy real cauſe for alarm when the Duke of Richmond 
averted the Tower into a fortreſs, and gave it all the appear- 
ince of 'a place preparing to hold out againſt an attack? Was 
there any information of deſigns being formed for the taking it? 

Were there any well-grounded apprehenſions of any dan 
to happen to it? If there were, then che precaution of the Noble 
Duke was right —If not, he muſt ſay, that this was part of the 
ſtem adopted by Miniſters for a well underſtood purpoſe; and 
* — an alarm which themſelves did not believe. The 
Right Honourable Gentleman faid;' it was not neceſſary, in all 
caſes, to prove the exiſtence of the crime before he produced 
the remedy; Here . Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he muſt obſerve, 
the Right Honourable Gentleman was wrong in principle; 
was the eſſence of juſtice never to enforec a hardſhip without a 
proof of its neceſſity. As to the Right Honourable Gentleman's 
oblervations upon a law which prehibits a eertain number of 
people going together with blacked faces, wich he inſtanced as 
a proof that the lay prokhibits a thing perfectly innocent in itſelf, 
for the ſake of preventing an evil that might poſſibly attend it, 
he muſt ſay, that here again the Right Honourable Gentleman 
was wrong, for this very act was not paſſed without proof of 
there being a number of perſons Who frequently had diſgu d 
themſelves in that manner for miſchievous purpoſes, and this was 
enacted to prevent further miſchief. © However, he was far from 
ſaying that a man ſhould never make uſe of any art in ſupport 
of his virtuous intentions. If any perſon carried à concealed 
dagger for the purpoſe of aſſaſſination, he was amenable to the 
hw, but if he only brought it with him concealed, and made uſe 
of it for the purpoſe of heightening the effect of an oratorical at- 
titude in the delivery of a fublime ſpeech,” he was not! Again, 
the Right Honourable Gentleman had alluded to the act of par- 
lament which prohibited ſnips of a certain ſize and form from 
being employed in certain parts of commerce in Which the reve- 
nue was intereſted. An act, Mr. Sheridan faid, which was 
tarſh enough, and ſuch as he did not approve of, but yet it us 
not paſſed before there had been proof laid before parliament of 

the evils exiſting which this act was propoſed to remedy. Thus 
far he had choſen to follow the Right Honc urable | | 
on his own ground, that laws were made againſt things jvthem- 
ſelves entirely innocent for the purpoſe of preventing miſchief. 
The truth, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, was certainiy ſo. But then the 
Right Honourable Gentleman forgot to add aifew words a little 
elfential to the ſenſe of the maxim —® after ſome proof was given 
of the neceſſity of ſuch a law; the whole of this had been to- 
klly neglected by the Right Honourable Gentleman, and all the 
| | advocates 
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advocates for the preſent” bill. The Right Honourable Gentle. 
man ſaid, that, as to the deſtruction of the conſtitution, he had 
no apprehenſion: of it, and that he had no thought of giving it 
kp;/ and then he launched out, as uſual, into bitter inveQives 
againſt the net affairs of France. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he bad no 
Hechons to our avoiding to imitate the French; and to act for 
ourſelves in every thing. He wiſhed that French principles, 54 
as well as new, ſhould be avoided; hut if, in reſiſting the new, 
we inclined to/imitate the old ſyſtem of government in France, 
ve ſhould have no reaſon to congratulate each other upon our 
prudence. The old ſyſtem of that country united all things 
hat were hateful to a lover of liberty. It was peopled and kept 

up by the moſt, abominable mode that was ever known in any 
part of Europe —by military inſolence, inſtead of civil lau — hy 
extraordinary truſt and confidence in the King's Miniſters, in- 
ſtead of watchfulneſs and jealouſy—by tame acquieſcence in all 
his meaſures, inſtead of reſiſting or examinin any part of them; 
he wiſhed, therefore, that as we rejected the new ſyſtem of 
politics in France, we ſhould take care not to fall into any imita- 
tion of the old one. As to what the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman had faid upon giving up, if that became inevitable, 
the e of his country, and of the obſervation made 
vpon the Roman empire, he had ſaid that were he Brutus, he 
ſhould rather yield to Cæſar, or were he Cæſat; he ſhould ra- 
ther yield to Brutus, than to the great monarch of Perſia, 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid that the ſituation of this country was not fo 
bad as to make it neceſſary to enter into the imagination of any 
man that there was any danger to be apprehended to us from 
any diſputes between individuals to any number, much lefs be- 
Aween any two individuals. But there might be danger in 
placing ſuch confidence in any one, fo as to be blind to the! 
tendency of his meaſures, and ſuffering him to proceed without 


77 oppoling them, + For when Hannibal penetrated Italy, and ar- Gentle 
a _ rivedat the gates of Rome, after. all that devaſtation Rome re- —But 
. covered. After the Romans were attacked and ſacked by the gone 0 
| _ -Gauls;- Rome recovered, - But after Cæſar had the dominion it room f 
5 never recovered.—Nor ſhoyld he think this country ſafe if any had eat 
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| man in it. whatever his ſtation might be, ſhould be ſuffered to 
: proceed proudly, haughtily, and arrogantly, as if he were above 
the law; and ſhould afterwards, by raiſing a falſe alarm among 
the people, by ſaying that the eonſtitution was in danger, tha 
there were traitors in the coſintry, ultimately obtain his obJ 
jecd— the placing himſelf in his fituation-with an eſtabliſhment ol 
deſpotic power. —The next point to be confideret} was, that of 
the charges againſt the Right Houourable Gentleman (Mr, 
Burke) in the-N ational Convention. That Right es 

3 e EEE Entiemall 


.. — 


00 0x — WW St 7 VE, ET, TY”  _ WP 


that in all other wars between this country and France, the two 
countries had reſpectively paid attention to the conſtitution of 
each other, he withed to know whether the Noble Lord thought 


Gentleman had taken upon himſelf, on that occaſion, to make 
iſe of the viſites domiciliares as practiſed in France, as a proof 
of their violation of the principles of juſtice. It was certainly 


harſh enough; but upon this point the Right Honourable 


Gentleman might find ſome at home that would very ee 
employ his wit, if he pleaſed; for to him the grievances and 


diſtreſs of mankind. were ſubjects for his mirth. He might ſee 


n this metropolis the w1/ites domiciliares thriving wonderfully 
under the auſpices of Mr. Reeves, and the fociety of which he 
was ſo worthy $4 rg as alſo under Mr. Luke Ideſon, and 
alſo Sir Joſeph Banks; theſe gentlemen, by themſelves” and 
agents, particularly the latter, had entered into a great number 
of houſes, and had called upon the occupiers of them to give in 
z particular deſcription of all their inmates—the ſex—the age 
the ſtature - the colour - the complexion. — In ſhort, Sir Joſeph 
particularly had examined into theſe circumſtances with all the 
curioſity of a naturaliſt, and he muſt ſay that, unleſs we abandon 
this practice, we ſhould complain with an ill grace of the vites 
umiciliares.— As to the danger to which the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman alluded, and ſaid that he was expoſed, * Un- 
lels that he has more apprehenſion of it than I have for him, 
ſaid Mr. Sheridan, he will be pretty eaſy under that conſidera- 


* 


tion. But, indeed, if he had not. ſaid he quoted from the AH. 


weur, I ſhould have thought that he was ſpeaking from his own 
mind, and for himſelf, as the whole of the matter is perfectly 


like the ſubſtance of his own ſpeeches upon the affairs of | 


France,” As to the gold to which the Right Honourable 
Gentleman had alluded, certainly. he had been a little public in 
the declaration as well as the circ:mftances with which he had 
accompanied it; he had indeed in the hints he had thrown out 


upon that ſubject, and the poſſible effect of it, reminded Mr. 


dheridan of the practice in the trial of Sir Robert Walpole, when 
Gentlemen in that Houſe uſed to cry out Places l places! places! 
But as to places, whether it was that Gentlemen had lately 
gone over to the Miniſter in ſuch numbers, that there was not 
room for them all, or that, in the language of John Bull, the 

had eat up all the corn already, he knew not, but he believ 

that, all circumſtances conſidered, there was a tolerable ſecu- 
rity, at leaſt for a time, for the independence of the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman. As to the obſervation of the Nobl | 


9 


the fact ſo when that power wanted to force us to accept of a 


pretender to the throne ? and whether, if the French do not again 
receive Mr. Froſt with an addreſs, and if they have another 


king, 
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king, that we ſhall then be in a ſtate wherein-we'ſhill have no. 
ſs ear | EE ibs We ON 


£ 


„ exalted. . 


VEL KAT Tis r een | 
enough to think of anſwering. the Honourable Gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt but one (Mr. Sheridan), it was become impracticable 


to: night, upon other grounds beſides thoſe of his general fear to 


encounter him. For moſt of his argument having confiſted ina 
direct attack upon the Right Honourable Gentleman who fpoks 
laſt (Mr. Burke), a perſon of fo elevated a character, and who 


had ſo. convinced the Houſe by his eloquence, any ſormal efiorts 
to vindicate him, though even by the firſt abilities, would be in- 
jurious to the rank which he filled in the country, and the par- 


ticular impreſſion which he had recently made; but he would 
explain to the Houſe upon what grounds he approved the exbe- 
iency of prevent- 
ing with more effect all treaſonable correſpondence and affiſtance 


diency affirmed in this preamble, z. e. the ex 


to the King's enemies. He thought it expedient in every war, 
firſt, to declare doubtful cales of treaſon ; ſecond, to make trea- 
ſons that were clear, in point of law, better and more generally 
known; third, to enact ne treaſons if the exigency of the caſe 
naturally pointed them out. 


would not be adjudged by the mere act, but would be deter- 
mined by the purpoſe; that he hoped in God they would not, 


in meicy, to the individuals warned againſt the offence, and in 
ſound policy for the public. If the legal criminality of theſe 


acts were to depend upon proof as to the purpoſe, it would be a 


death's blow to the policy of the bill, and would enfnare the in- 
dividuals, leaving them at the mercy of a looſe interpretation 

[f here (and very forcibly) | 
to the acts of Parliament which made the return to this country | 


upon the motives. He applied himſe 


penal, and in times that gave to us thoſe famous whigs the 


Cavendiſhes, the Bentincks, and the Ruſſels. In theſe acts, the 


return to the money being conſtituted the offence, offenders 
were tried and pleaded the purity of their motives. Lord Holt, 


the moſt enlightened of all judicial men, reſiſted their plea; } 
and, after commending the policy of theſe new laws, aſſumed 
the offence to conſiſt in the mere fact prohibited. He com- 
mended this bill (though made of courſe by the tories, if they | 
were not members of the whig club) for toftening that hint, | 
and converting the oftence from treaſon into miſdemeanour, W 
with a power. operating upon the reſponſible diſcretion of the | 
executive power to make it no offence at all. He faid that he 


was proud of the fupport which he "os to government in 
) 


this bill, whoſe preamble was its princij 


He ſaid, the Honourable Gentle- 
man (Mir. Sheridan) had ſaid that he hoped the new treaſons 
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he took to be this: it was a bill which intended, by the tenor 


of example, to avert that ſpecies of adherence to the King's ene- 
ni, which made our ſubjects their ſtorekeepers, their bankers, 
their indemnity, their convoy, and their allies. With reſpect 
to commerce, às far as this bill touched upon it, he would cut 
the knot, and would ſay, Let it periſh, if to keep it alive the 
« war muſt be fed by the expenditure of more blood, and by 
« the increaſed peril of all that was dear to us, in the continu- 
« ance of ſo dangerous a conflict.“ As to loſs. and profit, he 
would aſk, with whom are we en in this traffic? With 


common enemies? With enemies who warred, in a general 


riew, for profit and loſs? No. With enemies who lived by con- 
fulon ; who hated all that was likely to be of permanent good, 
even _ themſelves; and e the convulſions of 
order in trade, as well as in every thing elſe. He juſtified the 
frerity of this bill, in what he called * ne excat, and the 
e redeat; by a ſingle word ** fraternity, a word familiar at 
Paris, and engraved upon all the bayonets of our enemy in the 


feld. It was the love, the patriot and protecting love to us 


which he deprecated; they loved us a little too well— 
Tantum infelicem nimium dilexit amicum. | 


They embraced our diſaffection, and they declared their wiſh to 
genurn the conſtitution, as a favour to the Engliſh patriots. 


Why ſhould the Engliſh be reſident at Paris in ſuch a time? 
Why ſuch a domicil ? If they fought us with fraternity, would 
not the contagion of that good will 

thoſe with whom they lived in the habits of general ſociety as 
fends? The return was therefore ſuſpicious upon the face of it, 
fer ſuch a refidence : but the ſuſpicion could be defeated and 
repelled by a fair account of the individuals to the executive 
power, in whom the diſcretion was repoſed. If that power was 
tot well choſen for the purpoſe, and a better check upon the 


buſe of ſuch a diſcretion could be ſuggeſted, he would accept 


he ere moſt gratefully. For theſe reaſons he thought the 
bl had ſtated a correct principle, and founded in truth, to 
mich, in a general view of them all, its proviſions were clearly, 
rlitically, and even mercifully applied. | 8 5 


able. ö | b 
Mr. RYDER ſaid, that, after gemlemen had entered ſo 
layely into the ſubject, he thought it right to conclude the de- 
he on the preamble of the bill; he ſhould therefore vote 
as poltponing the preamble, and move that the preamble be 
agreed to. 5 | Lott 
Mr. FOX admitted the propriety of not poſtponing the pre- 
7s = urged ſeveral 1 * reaſons why a barter one 
OL, 11, 8 2 5 8 
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Mr. CURWEN objested to the poſtponement of the pre- 


might 


{24 11 
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might 3 inſtead of that which the committee hal Mr. 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEOQUER thought — 
chat the propoſal of his Honourable Friend would tend to conci. explicit 
Hate men's minds, and was the more neceſſary, from the vexz- ative t. 
tion which wotild otherwiſe ariſe if the merits of the preamble font 
ere not ſettled. If that queſtion were not decided, it would be ir a bo! 
in vain to expect a elear and candid difeuſffion of the clauſes ws th 
from gentlemen who would not admit the principle of the hill, Mr. 
as it were idle to conſult about remedies of thoſe phyſicians who eur by 
denied the exiſtence of any diſeaſe. = | | of this 
A few words paſſed between Mr, Grey and the Chancellor of the peo 
the Exchequer; after which Mr. T. Grenville roſe and aid, lives of 1 
that he ſhould: give his vote for the poſtponement of the pre- The 
arnble. . | tired. 
The queſtion “ that the preamble be poſtponed,” was then} On tl 
put and negatived. | ; The 
Mr. GREY moved as an amendment, to leave out all the 0 ſettle 
words after the word Whereas, for the purpoſe of inſerting, lr clan! 
« Doubts having ariferr upon the conſtruction of the act of Mr. 
Edward the Third, &c. and whereas it is expedient to prevent! « withir 
the aid. and: aſſiſtance which might be 0 to his Majeſty's of his M 
enemies, by the acts hereafter to be deſcribed, be it enacted Majeſty' 
&c.” | | | | ep 
Mr. FOX ſupported this motion upon the, ground of ne cr in al 
cCoſſity of making a diſtinction between what was declaratory WM ties of 1 
and. that which was, enacting, He wiſhed. that the Learn- port in t. 
Gentlemen would explain in, what reſpect the. ſtatute ot dawn in 
Edward. the Third: was doubtful, and. how. far the preſent lav be the 
was. declaratory, and how: far enactive? He. begged likewiſe to was then 
know. whether: it was to be. temporary or gerpetual, and argueq q ſubject v 
on the inconvenienses which, he conceived to be 7 0 at part of A 
tendant in either caſe. — Mr. Fox regretted that the buſinet de in al 
ſhould be brought on during the abſence. of his Learned Friend France, 
(Wir. Eriking)s in, conſequence. of his neceſſary attendance of The 
e cirevit,. from whom it might. have been expected to recei N bear that 
ſo many lights from his profeflional kn, at lich trea 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER contend : place o 
that the terms of the preamble were preciſely in reference . beparing 
the {nour.of the clauſes... e BUS ton of th 
The ATTORNEY GENERAL. explained what. parts "8 enployed 
the bill were declaratory and what enactive. He regretted 11 France 
abſence of his Learned. Friend (Mr. Erſkine), but laid, that , Mr. F 
the bill was poſtponed on that account, it would have to 121 «4 put : 
into other. hands than, his own, as he was obliged. ſhortly to g Grſtand | 


into the country on a buſineſs perhaps at leaſt equally n 7 
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wurable Friend, and thought that he had not been ſufficiently 
eplicit in anſwering te queſtions that had been put to him re- 
live to rig — — According to the firſt clauſe of the 
preſent bill, i ht proper to ſend a pot of anchovies, 
or a box of ——.— friend abroad, he might bo bangers 
Was that clauſe enttive or merely declaratory? 

Mr. FOX condemned the danger which men were--nade to 


of — country would not do that which had ſo much diſgraced 
the people on the other ſide of the water, vin. deem lightly the 
lives of their fellow creature. 

The queſtion was then put on the amendment, and weg 
tred, 


On the firſt W 5 
The ATTORNEY GENERAL remarked, that he meant 


b ſettle the time of the commencement of the act by a particu- 


kr elauſe. 
Mr. SHERIDAN aſked, whether or not by the words, 


„within 110 the dominions of his Majeſty, or being a ſubjet 


of his Majeſty,” it was meant that the act ſhould apply to his 
Majeſty's Iriſh ſubjects; and alſo, whether or — the words 
N — by any force employed, or to be employed by France, 
or in alliance with France, it was meant to extend the penal- 
ties of the bill to ſupplying with the enumerated articles any 
port in the dominĩons of any ſtate that might be oyer-run by, or 

Fawn into an alliance with France, and what in this caſe was 
v be the definition or eonſtruction of force. The- clauſe as it 
ws then worded would fix the guilt of high treaſon upon any 
lubje&t who ſhould. ſend any of the enumerated articles to any 
part of America, or Sweden, or Turkey, if theſe countries ſhould 


France, © 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, the clauſe did not 
bear that oonſtruction, and that a man could be alone guil pas 
lizh treaſon under it, who ſhould ſend the enumerated g 

; wace occupied by a naval or military force, acting with, 5 
preparing to al in aid of France. He added. chat the conſtruc- 
ion of the words would extend to places occupied by any ſorce 


0 Trance. 

3 FOX ſaid what that force meant ought to be defined, 
ent a variety of caſes in which jt would be impoſſible to un- 
@rſtand it — without definition. He ſaid this would lead 

o an abſurdity, for 8 a force ſhould be aſſembled at 

„ | Philadelphia, 


219. 


Mr. SHERIDAN obſerved, that the Learned Gentleman 
jad ſaid nothing on the ſubject of the amendment of his Ho! 


ncur by the penalties of the bill; and hoped that the legiſlature | 


de in alliance with, or Py to aid, the nme ' Wh 


employed or to be emplayed by or in conjunction with the arms 
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Max 
Philadelphia,” for inſtance, to co-operate with France; it would MI 
be treaſon to ſend the enumerated goods to that place only, 2d withit 
ſhould a ſhip be ſent with goods to a town where there was no partne 
French force, or force — in alliance with France at the domin 
time when the ſhip was diſpatched, but ſome ſuch force ſlould ſon b 
arrive there before the ſhip, then the perſon who ſent the ſhip of the 
would, without his on act or knowledge, have committed Th 
treaſon within the meaning of the elauſea. relidet 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER faid, that to obt: 
this was by no means the meaning of the clauſe; all that wu France 
to be underſtood by it was, that he ſhould be-guilty of high trea- the pe 
fon who ſhould ſend goods to any place or country occupied or which 
overrun by the troops either of France or her allies, without MA 
any reference whatever to the force belonging to the country ſo tained: 
occupied or overrun, He ſaid the difficulty would diſappear, if men © 
certain words of the clauſe which he read were omitted. . their 0 
Mr. VANSITTART wiſhed. to know whether a Britiſh purpoſ 
ſubject making a remittance in money to a perſon in a country not wi 
occupied by the French, ſuch remittance being in diſcharge of ted to 
juſt and bond fide debt, could be ſaid to incur the penalties of The 
aon win in this elauſmm. % of the 
The ATTORNEY GENERAL anſwered in the nega- luded t 
tive; for the words were who ſhould /el/, /aupply, or furniſb any It w 
of the enumerated articles, of which money was one; now a ey ſaries ii 
mittance for the payment of a debt would not; come within the ans, 
meaſuring of the words, to /e/l, /upply, or furniſb. 2 | the bill 
Mr. FOX inſiſted that the Learned Gentleman was not fully The 
aware of the whole of the difficulty of the caſe, for by a law al for nec 
ready in being, caſh beyond a certain ſum was not to be exported, 2gainſt 
and by a ſubſequent clauſe, in the preſent bill, it was made pena Mr, 
to ſend to France, or to countries occupied by her troops, or thoſe ful, he 
of her allies, any notes or bills of ona ea =4c 1rd French 
Mr. JENKINSON thought the bill did not go fo far, but the exp 
he thought that it ought to be made to do ſo. a h 
Aſter ſome farther converſation, the Chancellor of the Exches cipal q 
quer ſaid it would be better to omit it in this part of the bill, ana bill ext 
explain it by a particular proviſo. oO that thi 
MAJOR MAITLAND aſked if Britiſh ſubjects now pol King te 
ſeſſing lands in France were to be prohibited from diſpoſing o lily in 
the produce of thoſe lands, ſuch as hay, wheat, ſtraw, &c. il = 0 
| France. „ ; | | | e | + OD) 
The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid he had not though df geri 
of that before, but that Britiſh ſubjects, ſo circumſtanced, might 1 = 
Pg ; exten 
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MAJOR MAITLAND then aſked, if Frenchmen reſident 
within his Majeſty's dominions were to be guilty of treaſon by 
ſelling-in France the produce of their French lands; and if the 
partner of a Daniſh or Stwediſn houſe, being in his Majeſty's 
domimons for commereial purpoſes;; was to be held guilty of trea- 
ſon becauſe the other partners in Denmark or Sweden ſold any 
of the articles enumerated to the French. '' g.. 
The ATTORNEY GENERAL thought that Frenchmen 
refidenc in his Majeſty's dominions might reaſonably be obliged 
to obtain a licence for diſpoſing of the produce of their lands in 
France, and that the partner of a foreign houſe would not incur 
the penalties of the bill by any act of his partners abroad, to 
which his privity and conſent could not be prove t. 

MAJOR MAIT LAND ſaid, his Majeſty's Miniſters had oh- 
taned-by the alien bill a power of ſending all ſuſpected French- 
men or other foreigners out of his Majeſty's dominions. It was 
their own fault if they ſuffered any ſuch to remain. To what 
purpoſe then did they now afk for a controul over the property, 
not within his Majeſty's dominions, of thoſe whom they permit- 
ted to reſide within his Majeſty's dominions?. © © © 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that on recollection 
of the powers given by the alien bill, the part of the clauſe al- 
luded to might be given up. | N 

It was aſked, whether paying money for debts, or even neceſ- 
ſaries in France, or any of the countries occupied by the French 
ums. would not bring a Britiſh ſubject within the penalties of 
the bill. . eie, 2 45 | 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL did not think that paying 
for neceſſaries would; but a proviſo might be made to ad 
zainſt doubt. $78 7 ee Gt nA - 

Mr, FOX ſaid, that by the bill it would be extremely doubt- 
ful, how far any Britiſh ſubject could pay debts alieady to 

Frenchmen reſident in France. He knew that, without the bill, 
the exportation of bullion or coin was prohibited; but that was 
2 law hitherto little reſpected, and as little enforced. The prin- 
cipal queſtion yet remained unanſwered, viz. how far did the 
bil extend to his Majeſty's Iriſh: ſubjects? To him it appeared, 
that the clauſe making it treaſon in any of the ſubjects of the 
King to ſupply the French with the enumerated articles, neceſ- 
lily included the people of Ireland, who were certainly ſub- 
FX of the King, and conſequently it went to legiſlate for Ire- 
land, by making that treaſon in an Iriſhman by an Engliſh act 
« parliament, which was not treaſon by a 11 n 

Ihe ATTORNEY GENERAL did, the bill could not 
extend beyond the juriſdiction of the Britiſh parliament; but the 
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Mr. FOX faid, that was what the committee could not poſ. 
Gbly know by anticipation ; and it was their duty to make their 
on acts intelligible, and independent of what any other lepiſ- 
lative body might do, or not do. He muſt, therefore, inſiſt on 
an explanation. Was an Iriſhman, who had no other connexion 
with Great Britain but that of being a ſubject of the ſame king, 
to be bound by an act of the Britiſh jegiſlature ? or mighit he 


either from Ireland, or any other place, ſupply. the French with 


all thoſe articles which no law of his own country forbade him 
to do? Laſt of all, was it to be held that, after diſobeying this 
law, an Iriſhman was perfectly innocent in Ireland, but if he 
ventured to ſet his foot in England he became guilty, and might 
be tried and executed for treaſon? If the ſecond — was an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, then would come a diſtinction not al- 


ways very eaſy to be made, viz. whether a man was an Iriſhman 


or a Briton. The Learned Gentleman, for inſtance, would find 


ſome difficulty in aſcertaining this with reſpect to the Noble 
1 him (Lord Mulgrave, born in England, and an Iriſh 


cer | foo ide 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER faid, that 


the difficulty ſtarted by the Right Honpurable Gentleman | 
was connected with points of 


delicacy. It was no doubt 
true, that the people of Ireland were the King's ſubjects; it was 


true, that they had an independent legiſlature; but as they had | 
a common intereſt with the people of England, ſo it might be 


preſumed they would adopt ſuch regulations as were calculated 
for the general good of both countries, and of the empire. 


When any ſuch regulations were to be propoſed, one of the tuo 


1 muſt take the lead, but could not mean hy that to 


for the other. He felt that the ſubject was delicate, and 
therefore he did not much like to go into it; but he thought he 
might venture to go ſo far as to ſay, that if England was to 


make an act treaſon in all his Majeſty's ſubjects, which was ſuch 


by any law. of Ireland, if fuch act was done in Ireland by an 
Iriſhman, who ſhould afterwards come into England, he might 
be tried and executed for it. In like manner, if the Parliament 
of Ireland was to make an act treaſon in all his Majeſty's ſub. 

jects, which was no treaſon by any law of England, an ſhould? 
2 do that act in England, and go afterwards to 


% he might be there arraigned and executed for it. 


legiſlating for another under its dominion, but he had never 
heard of two independent countries legiſlating by turns for each 
other. He put the caſe, that the fi Park 


t. dochrine he bad 
ever heard; he ſaid he could underſtand the idea of one country Wl 


ament ſhould 
happen, for the purpoſe of encouraging tillage, to. give a 1 
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on the exportation of corn generally to any part of the world, at 
time when Re a the | * of it to France, or 
to her alhies, treaſon by the preſent bill: he afked, whether 
there could be common ſenſe in ſaying that an Iriſhman who in 
his own country would in that cafe be entitled to-a bounty for 
having ted corn, ſhould in caſe he ever ſanded in Eng- 
nd, be Jiable to be hanged, drawn, and quartered: for the very 
act for which he had received a — at home. He equally 
adiculed the doctrine laid down by the Right Honourable Gen- 
leman, that an Engliſhman might be executed in Ireland, by 
jirtue of a law there for an act done in England, and not for- 
bd by any law of England. Here difficulty aroſe from diffi- 
culty: the clauſe, worded as it was at prefent, would make it a 
ow whether Iriſh merchants, reſiding within foreign coun- 
tries, ought to be conſidered as coming within the penalty of 
this date His own idea was that a law ſhould be extended to 
thoſe only whoſe appearance in a court it was in the power of 
the legiſlature to compel ; and therefore he was of opinion that 
the operation of the clauſe ſhould be confined to perſons reſiding. 
yithin the empire of Great Britain. Perhaps difficulties might 
te ſtarted alſo reſpecting the colonies, whoſe legiſlatures might 
think that the Britiſh en ought not to legiſlate inter- 
nally for them. | | 
The MASTER of the ROLLS ſaid, the debate had taken a. 


+ VS .- cow WW R{9V 


K ee 


e rery ſerious turn, and he thought the queſtion reſpecting Ire- 
4 and deſerved a grave and diſtinct diſcuſſion. He was of opinion 
e. that an act declaratory of the 25th of Edward the Third, ne- 
0 teſſarily extended to all his Majeſty's ſubjects; and let the act of 
„ treaſon have been committed where it might, the perſon, 
d Wy caged with the commiſſion of it, might be tried in England; 


ad this doctrine was clearly laid down by ftatute of Henry 
VIII. With reſpe& to the colonies, he did not and could not 
Gubt the right of the Britiſh Parliament to legiſlate for them, 
ad when he heard that right queſtioned, he was difpoſed to 
think that Engliſhmen were going to diflolve the bonds of 
ulegiance which held them together. 

Mr. FOX replied, that he had never doubted, much leſs 
queſtioned, the right of the Britiſh Parliament to legiſlate even 
ternally for the colonies; he ever had, and ever ſhould main- 
an that right; all he meant to ſay when he firſt alluded to it 


e 


Ws that of late it had been a practiee, founded in wiſe diſcretion, 
ry gms call forth that right into action without neceffity. But 
er W's did not apply to Ireland; for if ever the Britiſh Parliament 
- tad a right to legiſlate internally for her, it had been formally 
1 ' 


und lolemnly renounced, and was no more. Mr. 


3 
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Mr. ANSTRUTHER put the extreme caſe, that the Pi- wund 
liament of Ireland ſhould repeal that part of the 25th of Ed- would 
ward the Third, which makes it treaſon. to imagine the King made 
death, and that feveral gentlemen in Ireland were in conle- won it 
quence of that repeal to form plots for taking away his Ma. (0 you 
jeſty's life, he aſked whether any man could lay down ſo extra- lſhmer 
vagant a propoſition, as to ſay, that ſhould theſe gentlemen proper | 
afterwards come to England, they could not equally be brought aulties 
to trial and puniſhment here for that which was ſtill treaſon in radily 
England, though it ſhould have ceaſed to be fo in Ireland. The 
Mr. FOX faid, that ſuch conduct on the part of the parlia- ſe com 
ment of Ireland, were it poſſible, would afford a better argument ned 
for ſeparating the two kingdoms, than for bringing perſons to ltcneſs 
trial in defiance of general principles. The 
Mr. YORKE obſerved, that the independence of Ireland WM" "nt 
was the conſequence of a bill brought in by that Right Honour. Alon 
able Gentleman, a bill which he-ever bad conſidered, and ever The f 
ſhould conſider, as a very haſty and unwiſe meaſure. He very ien 
much blamed thoſe who had given riſe to the preſent delicate Aqjou 
diſcuſſion. 3 >, | | 
Mr. FOX replied, that he certainly was one of thoſe who had U 
brought in the bill to which the Honourable Gentleman had | Mr. 8 
alluded; a bill which he ever had defended, and would defend to Cliton, 
the laſt moment of his life. Ihe dithculties of the ſtate, which | os 15 
he had no ſhare in bringing on, had left him no alternative, . Fo 2 
or the chance of ſeeing the empire torn by new diſtractions; he . * 
believed no meaſure had ever been attended with more unani- Th w 
mity; and he was fure that, whatever trifling inconvenience op 2 
might have been occaſioned by the independence of the Iriſh legiſ- | 5 13 
lature, no injury or diſadvantage whatever had reſulted from it 11 wi 
to Great Britain. 1 . 5 
Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that on one thing the committee 
was unaniinous, viz. the deſire of tos the bill as The A. 
they went on. Farther time had been deſired to conſider it, tte day, | 
and it now appeared that it was as little underſtood by thoſe te il | 
who refuſed that farther time as by» thoſe who called for it. Mie enem 
They had got into as many difficulties, as they had proceeded l the | 
lines; the Learned Gentlemen who moved and ſeconded the Morro, 
bill, ſeemed as little prepared to remove thoſe difficulties, as to | 
agree with one another in their explanations, or their Learned Wt. $1 
Friends with either of them. This was pecultarly unfortunate * ring 
in a bill that was to make the law of treaſon more clear. The Thi en 0 
Chancellor of the Exchequer's ſolution of the difficulty by mu- alem 
tual legiſlation, was ſomewhat like the Cambridge gentleman s 0 A 
anſwer to the queſtion, whether the earth went round the ſun, 1 0 
or the ſun round the earth“ that ſometimes the earth My Vo! 1 
e | rou , 


MARCH, #1 ' JovR NE 6g 
| ſun; and 8 the ſun ni e eirth. “ It 
— gp 1 gy pleafarit ſort of reciprocity, 4 th an. B 
nade a neW' "aw of treaſon and hanged” half à dozen Inſhmen 


ypon it, to fay to tlie Iriſh Parliamefit, . Don't be offended; 


cage wer oe eo and hang as ffiany Eng? 
2 when you catch them. . the a ought = 


proper to on, he ſhould contend clearing up all the difi- 


allles as they proceed,” becauſe ſubſequent proviſes were very . 


ifed; e i forgotten. 
115 f ATTORN EY GE ERAL ſaid, he woald: not preſs 


ittee to proceed farther at preſent, not for the reaſons - 
* by the Hotiourable Gentleman, but on account of the 


Ltenefs of the hour. 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER defted it to 


e underſtood that he ſhould move that the committee fit again 


Monday. (the 2 5th 6 8 | 
"The C rd: 1 5 progreſs, and leave Was given to fit 


yan on Monday 


Mound at br. an hour paſt twelve 0 clock, to che 2 e 
Maxcn 25. 


Mr. SHERIDAN preſented 4 petition tom Mr. Thotmas | 


Cifton, ſtating, that the” petitioner having invented and 


cared a patent for a machine for cutting and removing earth in 


the making of canals, by means of which as much work. coul. 


k done as 100 labourers could perform in the ſame ſpa 
Wine, his intereſt would be materially affected by the proviſions 


the bill for preventing the working at canals we. the —— 
— The petition 


laveſt, in caſe the ſame ſhould paſs into a law. 
Wa rough ups — en to de ee to the committee on 


lad bill. 
TRAITEROUS ; COLkEroNDaNGK, 48 
The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, that the-order of 
the Gay, for going into a committee of the whole Houſe on 
8 bi 
Ty: durin e preſent war, ſhould-be diſcharged; and 
0 


tlat the a eee, itſelf ink ſaid commutes to- 
vv 3 N M | 3 
3 BOROUGH KEPORK, K - O 6 

Mr. SHERIDAN: began with all to ts age © that 


kd taken place in 150 1 58 arrangement of the buſineſs of 5 F 


nd expreſſed his ſansfacuon; that the Hodotiable And 


many (the Attorney General) did not now coriceive ts 


il to be /o prefling, as he and its other Tu n 


days ago; but had been taught to „ that a mattet of 
Vor 4 F ſuch 
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| for preventing traiterous correſpondence, &e. with 
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| tuch momentons importance, required at leaſt ſome little con 
the byſine(s to which he was wow to call the attention of the 
| , 


do have ſabwitted to the Houſe, that leave ſhould be given tg 


bring in a dill for reforming the internal government of thi 


| ay 


merous and reſpectable bodies of ien who had ſent up petition 
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ſideration. Mr. Sheridan proceeded to ſay, that with reſpe& tg 


brought forward, as on that day, ſuch facts and ments 2 * 
truſted would have fully ſupported the motion which he fey | 


Ro evo, 7 in Scotland, He had, however; been given te 
underſtand, that, if the object of the bill, which he now wiſhed 

ntroduce, was meant to be carried as far as his former prop 
fitions on the fuhject had gone, which was certainly the caſe, 
determined oppoſition would be given, even to the motion fo 
leave to bring in the bill; by which means the matter would g 
off without an inveſtigation, and the great purpoſe of thoſe nu 


to that Houſe would be thereby defeated, viz. the having all th 
facts and evidence on the ſubject fully and fairly conſidered an 
diſcuſſed.— This being the caſe, he found bimſelf inclined t 
change his plan, and to follow the mode which had been adopte 
laſt year, of moving to go into a committee of the whole Houle 
to take into 2 the ſeveral petitions which had bee 
preſented in the preſent ſeſſion, with the accounts and other pe 


pers on the table. He thought be might be juſtified in ſaying 
ar 
by the Houſe in the Es ll which took place laſt feſſi 
u 


v the Lord Advocate's bill, &c. as ought to be a pledg 
againſt refuſing leave to bring in ſuch a bill as he would have 
propoſe ; but on this he did not widh to reſt, fince he was told: 


3 


oppoſition was intended; becauſe a full and fair enquiry, v © 
is the great with of the petitioners, as expreſſed in their petitio Nye 
would perhaps be beſt gratified by going into a committee. * rt 
was indeed impoſſible that the fable conld be ſo well diſcuſle * 
er that all the circumſtances of which evidence had been I .. of 
duced: could be ſo fully underſtood and canvaſſed in the Hol: | 
as in a committee. The mode of proceeding which he wo bs. 
adopt in the committee would be. iſt, To move a number e . 
zeſolutions, founded on facts, with refpect to ee would m 
. 2dly, To detail the mode of remedy which he would propoſe ntive te 
and 3dly, The reſult would be a motion for leave to bring be under 
Will to effeQuate ſuch remedy, He truſted that the Right A d. 
 'nourable. Gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Dundas) could H e B 
ne: Objection to take up the buſineſs in this way —that N bonen 
"Honourable Gentleman bad ſpoke with, much feeling, at the re:; 
Pawns this ſeflion, of his ungopularity in Scotland; av". Ce 
was told that that unpopularity, ſo: far as regarded the hie by a ſele 


le did { 
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ſubjeCt, was not ſo much owing to the oppoſition which had been 
ziren to it by the Right Horourable' Gentleman, as to the mode 
if that oppoſition, by refuling to go into any enquiry whatever, 
fer ſuch a maſs of evidence had been laid upon the table, in 
onſequence of the orders 6f the Houſe.' It would not farely be 
tid, that there was not time to get through this buftnefs in the 
peſent lefon, when the Right Honoufable Gentleman him- 
lil had ſo much other buſineſs yet to carry through; —and he 
hoped alſo that” no remarks. would be made on its not being 
tought forward ſooner. The petitioners were unqueſtionably 
the beſt judges as to the proper time of bringing on the matter, 
nd it ſeemed but a matter of prudence to allow the late panic, 
whether well or ill founded, to fubſide a little before proceeding 
in a buſineſs * — — * at the appearance of innovation, 
though, in truth, it was only in appearance, ' © © 

Me Sheridan conęluded Lich moving, that the ſeveral peti- 
tons, &c, on the ſubject of a reform in the internal govern- 
nent of the Royal Boroughs of Scotland, ſhould be referred to a 
ommittee of the whole Houſes. 1 ths way 
Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS certainly thought that the 
matter had been brought forward at rather a late period of the 
kſhon, and that this obſervation operated the more forcibly from 
tte very important buſineſs relative to India, which was ſoon to 
xcupy the attention of the Houſe. There was upon the table 
a immenſe maſs of papers regarding the preſent ſubject, and he 
ws ſure he could demonſtrate to the Houſe, that if the mode 
propoſed by the Horionrable Gentleman ſhould be adopted, the 
{neſs could not be gone through in two ſeſſions: he had 
thought that the Honourable Gentleman meant to have moved 
for a committee of another kind, viz. a ſelect committee, wha 
night claſs and arrange the papets on the table, and might make 
report to the Houſe of the general import of the facts and evi- 
ence. At preſent he would only object to going into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, for the — which he had already 
lated, but would not oppoſe the appointment of # ſelect com- 
mitte; though he thought it right and fair to ſay, that, from 
de view which he at preſent entertained of the ſubject, he 
would moſt unn himſelf obliged to wo his decided ne- 
zue to any propoſition which d go to ſuch a length as 
he mierten was intended, == _ 18 e 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he would not object ta the propoſal 
if the Right Honotrable Secretary, for perhaps it might tend to 
boten time, and to bring the buſineſs forward in a proper 
ape: it was rather curious, however, that the Right Honour- 
le Gentleman ſhould be ſurpriſed at his not having now moved 
br a ſelect committee, as it would no doubt be recollected, that 
i did fo laſt year, and that it _ more oppoſed then than even 

| 5 an” 
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um open committee. There was, he ſaid, -a peculiar hardſhip 


n . | l 
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of the. bill; theſe amendments aroſe from ſhe ſuggeſtion 


PX 


in the ſituation of the petitioners, who bad fully eſtabliſhed, by! — 
evidence on the table, that the ſpirit of their original charter ration 
had been departed from, — that the public funds: of the boroughs expla 
had been waſted and dilapidated, —that money had been illegally ſugge 
_ Extorted and exacted by aſſeſſments and otherwiſe, upon unjuft The 
- D that various other abuſes had been practiſed, M. 
He had, however, no objection at all ta go into the propoſition gentle 
of the Right Honourable; Gentleman, às to the appointment altere 
of a ſelect committee, provided it ſhould not go into any minute {tood 
length; and, although the papers and maſs: of evidence werg blund 
bul 11 yet he thought, with the helps which the committes be ne 
would have, it would not he difficult to arrange and digeſt them. refid11 
and he conceived, they might be enabled to make their report t cuſſec 
the Houſe in about a week.—He would therefore: conclude with appea 
moving, That the, ſeveral petitions, preſented. to this Houſe met \ 
during the preſent ſeſſion, and the papers and accounts preſente after 
uring former ſeſfions, reſpecting the internal government of thy jectio 
oyal Boroughs of Scotland, ſhould be referred to a committet than 
to examine the matter therein contained,” and to report there numb 
upon to the Houſe,” Lowe te Aerie bred r TR 625 AA be im 
Ihe queſtion was put and carried, and the following gentle ſure t 
men nominated on the committee. gible, 
R. B. Sheridan, Eſq... _ | Hon, H. Hobart. come 
_ Charles Grey, 'Eſq-)., , - |} l Lord Advocate of Scotland, W 
Col. M Led. ei 15 Mr. Attorney General, which 
Hon. Major Maitland; ...., | Mr. Solicitor: General, opera 
Hon. T, Erxſkine, ] Lord Mornington, Tt 
W. H.. Lambton, Eſq. IW. Wilberforce, Eſq. i M 
Len Ely. . Setgent, Eſq. 41+ + | doubt 
ord Wycombde. ] Hon. R. B. Jenkinſon, ing tt 
Laurence Dundas, Eſq. - |. R. Burdon, Eſd. M. 
W. Adam, Eſq... + * - [Sir E. lmpey, + be co 
. 4, 12% 4.2 John Anſtruther, Eſd. migh! 

W. Smith, Eſ NQ. [Hon. D. Ryder. e ſh 
J. C. Curwen, Eſ ag.. | HR Bow 
Ide adjourned debate. on the report of the ſelect oommineſi II 
appointed to try the merits of the Stockbridge election, was ful |Qtio 
ther adjourned till Wedneſday the 10th of April. © hon 
3 e, „ MARCH, , Poee wth) 
The SOLICITOR GENERAL moved the order of 1 zcſio 
day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee of the who fomn 
Houſe on the traiterous correſpondence bill. He faid he ſhou gener 
have a number of amendments to propoſe to the various claul = 
e re 


inen 86, 1799; /7 4 OURNAL 1 es 


emen who had taken up the diſcuſſion of the bill on former 


— The firſt of the amendments was to confine the ope- 


ration of the bill to perſons reſiding in Great Britain; he then 


ſuggeſted that after the report the whole might be reprinted. 
ze Houſe then reſolved into the committee accordingly: ':-- 

Mr. FOX ſaid, that he apprehended the idea of the learned 
gentleman WhO brought in this bill, in having the whole of it 
altered and aſterwards reprinted, was a proper one, as he under- 


ſtood it; for he took it to be done with a view of correcting the 


blunders of the bill as it ſtood at preſent. Suppoſing the bill to 


be neceſſary at all, the confining the operation of it to perſons 


feſding within the realm was juſt. When it came to be diſ- 


cuſſed after the whole was reptinted, he believed there would 


appear abundant reaſon to ſee that the oppoſition it origi nally 


met was very proper, and he had; no doubt but that it would 


after all be neceſſary that it ſhould he recommitted, becauſe ob- 


jections to ſuch a bill could be better diſcuſſed in a committee 


than in any other ſtagt of it; indeed he ſhould like to fee à great 
number of amendments to the bill, ——— them it would 
be impoſſible to proceed, as none could well debate upon a miea- 
ſure that was not intelligible; when the bill was made intelli- 
gible, then he thought it might be poſſible to diſcuſs it in 2 
committee. N 214 SA ATTY TUALE IE | 1 


Fenn . Aer 
When the chairman proceeded in the firſt elauſe to the blank 


— 


which was to be filled up with the day on which: the bill was to 


operate, Mr neon S408 blues C37: 201" + Feb bs” en 
The SOLICITOR GENERAL propoſed the 20th of April: 
MAJOR MAITLAND- thought it too early a day; he 
doubted whether the bill would paſs before that day, conſider- 
ing that the holidays intervened. bl oo te oe 46 
Mr. FOX was of that opinion alſo, but obſerved that it would 
be competent to any Gentleman to move any amendments he 
might think fit. When the bill ſhould be in another committee, 
he ſhould bring forward his obſervations chiefly upon the re- 
commitment. CC 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER had no ob- 
ection to the re- commitment, but thought there was no occa- 
hon for delay; the whole might be printed to-morrow, and the 
report might be taken . into conſideration on Thurſday: (the 
2th), He wiſhed therefore that gentlemen who had any ſug- 
geſtions to make, would bring them forward in the preſent 


. 
8 


fommittee, in order that the whole might be conſidered in a 


general view upon the report. 


" Mr. FOX fd, he wiſhed to debate the clauſes ſeparately on 
ſue report, and to ſubmit to the Hauſe his reaſons for thinking 
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| they ought to be rejected, being of a principle that could not, | 
| | under any modification, by rendered tolerable tothe ſubject 
| | con | 
EL: Mr. ADAM dd, the time propoſed for the commencement 
| of ibde operation of the bill was much tos ſhort, nor could it be 
| agreed to without — * to many inhabitants of the 
| kingdom. A great es of this country were at 
= ſuch a — ares that it Kan be . — for the intelligence of 
| the bill paſſing to reach them, before the day its penalties at- 
tached; he meant the northern extremity of the kingdom, ſuch 
as the Orkneys. Beſides, by the practice of the courts of law in 
Scotland, double that time would be allowed to the inhabitants 
of the Orkneys; under ſuch cuſtom and circumſtances they | 
might ſubject themſelves to the penalties of treaſon, within 
even knowing it; he was therefove Mau oP "opinion that 2 
time ought to be given. 

SOLICITOR GENERAL. ſud, he did not think the 
part of the country alluded te by the Honourable and Learned 
Gentleman likely to fupply the enemy with u the article 

d in the bl. 
Mr. ADAM refuted this, by obſerving, 4 they might ſol 
alt fiſh, which would en e under the head f provi 


Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS thoug nt chat eee dif- | 
tinQtion ought to be made with peng bf m aft o 
. parliament. If in the courſe: of the progreſs of -the bill the day 
_ ſhould appear to be too W a one, notung would be eaſiet 
than to alter it. 

Mr. GREY thought the day much- 006) hy abid expected 
Miniſters to think ſo too when reflected on the nature of 
the bill, and on what had al pened. There had been 

a long debate before they were re able to go through three lines of 
ah bill. H they thought they would- get through the com- 
mittee on Thurſday they deceived themſelves very much; a 

deal of debate — likely to ariſe upon this meaſure in that 
ouſe, and if it ſhould ever go to the Lords much debate might | 
ariſe upon it there alſo; he did not fee why Miniſters ſhould ex- 
pect that ſuch a bill ſhould go on ſmoothly, he ſhould therefore 
adviſe a later period than the 2cth of April. 

Mr. SECRE TARY DUNDAS faid, there were many parts | 
of the bill in which an alteration might be made as to this date, | 
if that ſhould be neceſſary ; and as to the danger of perſons in 
the north ſupplying either our enemies — drs with. provitons 

that did not appear to him to be very g 
Mr. ADñꝗAM again maintained Ag every individuel in the | 


| Rane was entitled to reaſonable notice of the * of 
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hw, and that if he had no ſuch notice was treated very un- 
firly; but it would. be unn to ſubject him to death for 
want of ſuch a notice. 

Mr. ANSTRUTHER was of opinion that” the -20th of 
. ſufficient notice, for the ming; was well known al- 


L COURTENAY faid, that with reſpe& to things being 


yell known we were often deceived ; thoſe of the 

ſequence might be concealed for a long time. We all — 
that King William landed in this country four months before it 
was publicly known. In this caſe he thought the day mult be 
100 early, and that many perſons might be liable to the 

of high treaſon before knew -had been guilty of oy 
offence, He made ſome dry obſervations on the Secretary of 
Fate for alluding to the poverty of his native land. 

Mr. ERSKINE ſaid, he did not know what length of time 
would be neceſſary to convey intelligence from that Houſe to 
the Orkneys; nor did he know how much time might have 
clapſed from the time of the —_ of King William to that of 
its being publicly known ; if he h 
this bill, he ſhould find ſome difficulty in believing that King 
William was ever in the iſland! He then obſerved, that gentle- 


men who were ſo eager about paſſing this bill, did not to 


have attended to its proviſions; he ſaid he was prepared to prove 
that, as it now ſtood, it would ſubject to death a father who ſent 
a bank note to his ſon beyond the ſeas, in a letter, if ſuch a per- 
fon was in the army under certain circumſtances, and this mi 
de done by a perſon who had never heard of the bill. If 


and many other points were not amended in the committee, 17 


bill would be a maſs of injuſtice and cruelty. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſupported. the . 
the bill from precedent, and the proviſions of it from neceſ- 
ty; and ſaid, that from modifications of it in the committee, he 
hoped to obviats all objeQtions, 

Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS diſavowed all mie 
jing any thing diſreſpectful of Scotland. He did not wiſh to 
have it — that he alluded to the poverty of it, for the 
purpoſe of inſinuating that its interefts ſhould not be attended 


to. He wiſhed to make this obſervation, that he might obviate 


the effect of miſrepreſentation ; for he knew it to be a trick 
bmetimes played to miſrepreſent in an anſwer what had been 
previouſly faid, for the purpoſe of having that mifrepreſentation 
Row, A make a falſe impreſſion upon the public. He there- 


fore begged leave to ſay, that when he ral of Scotland not 


being likely to offend — law in exportin 1 he 
are, ride 10 ail cited I the prot bl FT 


Mr. 


never — any thing but 
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neceſſity of the preſent bill. 


Mr. SHERIDAN anſwered 
to which he had alluded, and renewed the challenge which he 


gave Mr. Burke on a former debate upon this bill; Which was, to | 
name the perſons whom he loaded with the title of traitors, or 
friends of the French, or enemies to the conſtitution, or any of 


* odious additions which his imagination could ſuggeſt 

Mr. BURKE admitted, that he had ſaid the French had en- 
deayoured to create a faction in this county in their favour, 
and that they had to a certain degree ſucceeded. He did not 
know any perſons in this country who had been guilty of any 
_ overt-acts 
perſons, he knew his duty too well to negleC it; he would have 
given proper information before a magiſtrate, in order that ſuch 
perſons might be brought to juſtice. As to the other part, he 
had no perſon to name; he only meant that the French had 
endeavoured to create a faction in their favour in this country, 
and that they had ſucceeded to a certain d 


Mr. SHERIDAN in anſwer 3 that the Right Ho- 


nourable Gentleman had ſaid in that Houſe that he could name 
perſons to their confuſion, and that there exiſted a traiterous 


faction in this country; this he now abandoned; he did not 
wiſh to pin him down to his expreſſion, and ſhould take no 


further notice of it, nor preſs any thing: upon the ſubject again. 
Mr. RYDER ſuggeſted: the propriety of filling up the blank 
as propoſed. - LH 1 aL 


- MAJOR MAITLAND thought the time much too ſhort; | 


and as to the notice already given of this ſubject, he ſaid no man 


in the kingdom was bound to take notice of any proceeding 
upon the progreſs of an act of parliament before it paſſed into 


Mr. FOX moved, that inſtead of the 20th/of April, the 10h 
of May be inſerted. After a ſhort converſation the amendment | 


for any per 


fon reſiding within his Majeſty's dominions to contract or agree 
to buy or procure, &c. &c. auy of the articles enumerated in | 


was rejected, and the 20th of April inſertee. 
On the part of the firſt clauſe; making it treaſon 


the bill, for the French, 
Mr. ERSKINE, in a-moſt 
preſented, that it was contrary to all the 


learned: and eloquent ſpeech, re- 
principles of criminal 


juſtice, and contrary to all the principles of the law of treaſon, | 


except in the ſingle inſtance of imagining or -compaliing Wy 
Es | | king 


PARLIAUuENTARY Cone 
Mr. BURKE poke. at conſiderable Jength, and alluded to | 
the poſſibility of there being traitors in North Britain; he alſo | 
obſerved pos the ſedition in this part of the country, and the 


Mr. Burke upon all the point 


Walt the conſtitution; if he had known any ſuch 


contra 
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x which the perſon agreeing or intending might repent before 
* was done, for the act itſelf, and making the intent 


On this a long debate took place, ſupported by Mr. Erſkine, 

Mr. Fox, Mr. Ferns Mr. Adam, and Mr. Sheridan, on'thg 

one fide; by the Attorney and Solicitor Generals, Mr. Pitt, and 

Mr. Dundas, on the other. „„ | | 

The committee divided on the queſtion that the words, to 

contract or agree, &c.“ be omitted, ts can Len 
| Ayes — 31 | 

N 0es - — 1 31 5 SEDe 2g 

It was afterwards underſtood that the Solicitor General ſhould 

propoſe certain amendmeuts, which were agreed to pro forma; 

iter which the report was received, and ordered to be recom- 
mitted on Thurſday, the 28th.—Adjourned. 


Manch 27. 


E LOAN, | 


itſelf into a committee of ways and means, Mr. Hobart in the 
chair, | | | 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER roſe: he 
lid he had then to communicate to the committee the terms 
on which he had negociated the loan, which it had been al- 
ready agreed ſhould n a part of the ways and means of 
riſing the ſupply of the preſent year. Gentlemen, he ob- 
ſerved, would recollect, that the ſum which he had to borrow 
was 4,500,0001, It was originally his wiſh to have procured it by 
the ſale of annuities in the 4 or 5 per cent. ſtocks; but . 
t inexpedient to purſue ſuch an object, he had at laſt determined 


terms on which the lenders had agreed to advance their money, 
and which he had thought proper to accept, were, that for eve 

12 advanced to the public the lender ſhould be entitled to 100l. 
ſtock bearing an intereſt of three per cent. This would make 


which to be paid by the public would amount to 186,300l. a 
- ; but this was not the whole charge attending the loan; 
o, by the act for appropriating the million ſurplus, it was 
provided, . that whenever a new loan ſhould be made,' a fund 
equal to one per cent. on the whole of it muſt be provided, and 
applied to the liquidation of it; this would -require 'an annual 
arge of 62,1001., making in the whole; including the intereſt, 

you, Hl. ß 


| e eee 3 4 N 
king's death, to take the agreement or intention to do a thing, 


x criminal as the deed, whether the deed was perpetrated or 


The Houſe havi ng according to the order of the day reſolved | 


to niſe it by Sent new annuities in the 3 per cents. The 


2 capital in the 3 per cent. fund of 6, 2 10, oool. the intereſt of 
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had reſo 
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248, 400l. per annum. He ſaid that, if he was to look to ty 
nothing but the price the public ſtocks bore when the Joan wx t - | 
made, and were he to conſider only the general ſtate of ſhe idea th: 
country, with reſpect to its commerce, finances, and politic aq 
aſpect, he could no difficulty in ai that terms much that he 
more advantageous to the public might reaſonably have hee 5 2 5 
1011, 


expected than thoſe on which he had deemed it neceſſary to xc 
cept the loan. He therefore did not mean to ſay that the term 
were good; but he aſſured the committee they were the beſt he 
had been able to procure. He had done every thing in his 
power to excite a competition among the monied men, hut 
without effect; for it ſo had happened that he had not receive 
two offers on the occaſion. Circumſtances, by no means col- 
pected with the political ſituation of the country, had produced 
embarraſſments in ſome commercial houſes, which calling fo 
an immediate ſupply from thoſe that were connected with them, 
had actually occaſioned a ſcarcity of caſh, ſo that thoſe who hy 
for that might have been diſpoſed to advance money to the pu 
lic, either had it not at command, or were obliged to employ it 
in another channel. The advantages to the fabſeribers wi 
whom he had been obliged to cloſe after having in vain enge: 
voured to procure offers from others, were very conſiderable and 
obvious: the difference between the actual price of the 3 pr 
cents. and that at which they were to receive ſtock in that 
fund, was between 4 and 5 per cent, to this muſt be added the 
_ circumſtance that the loan would bear intereſt from the 5th dh 
January laſt; this would make the bonus to the ſubſcribers full 
6 per cent.: but it did not ſtop there; for it was uſual for the 
treaſury to allow a diſcount of 2 per cent. for prompt pay 
ment, the ſubſcribers by their agreement to pay only by inſtal 
ments, ſo that the a A amount at leaſt to eight pen 
cent. in the whole loan. This he allowed was a very high pre: 
mium; but he could ſafely declare, that he had omitted nothing 
on his part that might have afforded him the means of making à 
better bargain for the public. He had fixed in his own mind 
certain wi for the new 2 per cents. for leſs than which hg 
ved not to ſell them: this he did not communicate tq 
any perſon whatever, but kept it entirely to himſelf; it fe 
happened that only one offer was made to him, and it did 
not exceed the price which, as he had ſaid before, he had fixed 
in his mind: under the circumſtances of the caſe, no competitio 
exiſting, nor ſecond offer made, he Gogght it his duty to clolt 
with the only ſet of gentlemen who had waited upon him to 
negociate the loan. At the time when he opened the budget, 
it was his .intention to have admitted the commiſſioners of the 


ſinking ſund to ſubſcribe their 1, 550, oO0l. ſo that he * 
| 3 | have 
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have occaſion to raiſe nd more than 2,8 50,0001. more to make 
up the whole loan; and what made him wiſh ſo to do, was an 
idea t 
oh But he ſoon abandoned that intention when he found 
hat he could not have ſaved above one per cent. in the omen 
to be given for it; and ſuch reaſons were adduced on the occa- 
fon, as to ſatisfy his mind that the advantage which would have 
xccrued from the m of 1 per cent. upon 2,850,000]. or from 
zmitting the commiſſioners of. the ſinking, or in other words, 
the public fund, to a participation of the premium, would not 


which would have attended the meaſure. The reaſons to which 
he alluded were theſe: firſt, the purchaſes — made 7 the 
commiſſioners ſerved to keep up the price of ſtock; and of that 
the public would reap the 5 ſhould the exigency of the 
fate require future loans during the preſent war. The next, 
and moſt powerful in his judgment, was, that were the com- 


mnual ſurplus would be thereby diverted from its deſtined ob- 
ject, the purchaſe of ſtock ; and conſequently the period when 
25,000,000 of the national debt ſhould be paid off, and when of 
courſe the public ſhould be at liberty to redeem the 5 per cents. 
would be delayed—an event which would coft the nation as much 
$ might be gained by the ſavings ariſing from the reduction of 
the intereſt in the five per cents. to four, three one half, or 3 
per cents. For all thoſe conſiderations, he had judged it beſt to 
doſe with the terms offered by the ſabſcribers, and which he 
was then going to ſubmit to the judgment of the committee. 
Before he made his motion, he informed the committee that he 
intended, ſhould the agreement for the loan be approved, to 
move for the continuance of the temporary taxes, which, having 
been impoſed for defraying the expences of the Spaniſh arma- 
ment, would, if not continued, ſoon expire: they produced 
annually 287, oo0l; fo that after providing for the intereſt and 


hear. Having ſtated this, he concluded by moving the follow 


ing reſolution : 


that for every 721. contributed and paid, the lenders ſhould be 
V entitled to 100). three per cent. ſtock, bearing intereſt from 
D HA reps ole nh ̃ re Tg ne 1p 9 07 
Mr. FOX obſerved that the Right Honourable" Gentleman 
had ſtated the objections to his own loan'in fo very fair and open 
a manner, that he in a great meaſure diſarmed thoſe who might 
de inclined to oppoſe it, becauſe they could not in more forcible - 
language urge what mi ght be objected to this very extraordinary 


meer 


hat he ſhould be able to procure the latter ſum on eaſier 


have counterbalanced the national inconvenience, and even loſs, 


miſioners allowed to ſubſcribe to a new loan, the 1, 650, oool. 


other expences of the loan, there would be a ſurplus of 38. 6001. 


„ That the ſam of 4,500,0001. be raiſed by annuities, nd 


"I ended oe . 
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233 PARLIAMENTARY Const, 
meaſure. It was rather ſingular, that becauſe one ſet of gentle. 
men refuſed; to advance money except on terms; hi hly.di advan. 
tageous to the public, thoſe. terms muſt neceſſar; 7 and im. 
mediately accepted. He believed that had it been publicly 
known that a premium of 8 per cent. would have been giren 
for money by the public, offers of loans would have poured in 
from many quarters. What the Right Honourable, Gentleman 
had ſaid to colour the terms to which he had acceded; would, he 


\ancn 
man's co 
merely kc 
it, that | 
that whie 
war in 4 
ban to 

ſhould pl 
ſelf or an 


believed, be found not to apply: he had faid, that circumſtances Mr, F 
not connected with the political ſituation of the country had been con 
produced embarraſſments in the commercial world, and occa- repreſent! 
fioned a ſcarcity of money; but he believed it would be found contrary, 
that thę failures and ſcarcity of money to which the Right Ho- to be jul 
nounable Gentleman had alluded, and the political ſtate of the cloſe of a 
country, ſtood towards each other in the relation of cauſe and eſ- ton, tha 
fea; and that the former had been moſt certainly occaſioned by that whic 
the latter. If chat was the cauſe, it was but too probable that Right H. 
future Ioans would be made in ſtill more difadvantageous terms, ing if he 
as the war, ſhould it continue any time, could ſcarcely fail to WM indeed tt 
produce additional failures, and e 09 a continuance, if I ity exp 
not an mcreaſe, of the ꝓreſent ſcarcity of money, He condemned had great 
in very ſtrong terms the Right Honourable Gentleman's plans «edit. 

Ar gong Oe whole loan to the preſent ſubſcnbers, to the ex- Mr. 8. 
luſion of the commiſſioners of the linking fund. Had the lat. the juſtio 
ter been allowed to ſubſcribe, the public would have faved ſeven WM though i 
per cent. on 1, 650, oool. and alſo one per cent. on the remain- men. P 
ing 2, 8 50, oool. objects of conſiderable moment. He was of that act 
opinion that the reaſons for excluding the commiſſioners were ber him 
Weak; for the ſtocks ought to be left to themſelves, and they . vented fi 
5 would always find their own level; and he would contend that at was 0 
an able financier acting for the public ought not to ſpeculat WM ants ar 
upon the probable riſe or fall of the funds, but ought to avi went!y i 
himſclf of any preſent advantage, without waiting tor a poſſibly adedly of 
greater one at a future day. Had the Right Honourable Gentle procured 
man purſued this mode when the 3 per cents. were at 97, be mittee ſh 
might have paid off the 4 per cents. and gained an annuity of dle to n 
300, oool. ſor the public; by waiting till the threes ſhiaull be t of opinio1 
Par, he bad leſt that great and certain advantage. lame 
Ihe CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER faid, b. tn unto 
truſted the committee was convinced he had done every thing in WW mae. ! 
his-power to excite a competition among the monied men, and Ward to 1 
lo to make the beſt bargain in his power for the public. He al. al been 
lowed that on chis occaſion he had not ſucceeded to his with, the barg; 
and that the premium given for the preſent loan was very high ( bncedt 
indeed, but at the fame time he muſt ſay that it was much Mr. I 
1 in e Ripht Hon. Gentle- | cellor of 


— lower than had been given in 1783 by th 


man! 
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man's colleagues in office, for on that occaſion it amounted not᷑ 


i, that the, intereſt upon it was near one per cent. Iower than 
that which was given for money at the commencement of the 
war in 1778, Jo this he ſhould add that he had given the whole 


ſhould pleaſe, and had not reſerved a fingle ſhilling of it for him- 
ſelf or any of bis friends, -— bes | 
Mr. FOX replied that the loan in 270.2, 30 which he had 
been concerned, 9 at that period in office, had never been 
repreſented by him as an advantageous one to the public; on the 
contrary, he had always ſtated' it to be a yery dear bargain, and 
to be juſtified only by the circumſtances | 
cloſe of a calamitous war. With reſpect to the other obferya- 
ton, that the preſent loan bore one per cent. leſs intereſt than 
that which was made at the commencement of the laſt war, the 
Right Honourable Gentleman was very much out of his reckon- 
ig if he called the year 1778 the firſt year of that war; it was 
indeed the firſt ' of the French war; but it was the fourth of a 
rery expenſive and very ruinous war with America, which 
had greatly diſtreſſed the public funds, and affected the public 
Mr. S. THORNTON did the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
the juſtice to declare, that to his knowledge he had 9 
though in vain, *to produce a competition among the monie 
men. Perhaps one cauſe of his failure might have ariſen from 


for him to fay, by which Members of Parliament were pre- 
rented from 33 contractors with government. This 
act was of courſe a bar to any offer from the very wealthy mer- 
chants and bankers who ha 
quently it fo far operated againſt a competition. He was de; 
adedly of opinion that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 


mittee ſhould refuſe to ratify the agreement, he could not be 
dle to make another on terms as advantageous. He was alſo 


Falament to break through an agreement merely becauſe cer- 


made, He preſumed that Parliament would not be very for- 
Ward to releaſe the ſubſcribers from their contract if thoſe events 
lad been of a contrary complexion, and fuch as would have made 


ſanced the mon 


cellor of the Exchequer; but ſtill he ſaid he would never place 
| | | a blind 


=» 


merely to 8 but to 11 per cent. He could allo ſay in favour of 


lan to the ſubſcribers, leaving it to them to diſtribute it as they 


the country at the 


that act of Parliament, whether a wiſe or unwiſe one it was net 


ſeats in that Houſe; and conſe- 
procured the very beſt terms in his power, and that if the com- 
> opinion, that it did not become the dignity or character of 


ain unforeſeen and favourable events had occurred ſince it was 


the bar ain leſs advantageous to the gentlemen who had ad- 


7 | 
Mr, DRAKE pronounced a high panegyric on the Chan- 
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| Marc! 
2 blind confidence in him, or ſupport him againſt the dictates of z n. 
| reaſon and truth. He conſidered the loan as extremely impro- this b 
vident, and too diſadvantageous to the public to be ratified by. and M. 
Parliament; he was convinced that the loati might have been very en 
procured on much better terms than, thoſe on ubich the Right ſtom g 
Honourable Gentleman had negociated it; he was morally cer: Mr. 
Giri, that inſtead, of 125 he might have r At lea e the bar 
for the 3 per cent. ſtock to be created; and when the ſubſcribers the oth 
refuſed to give more than 721. the Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
ought, in his opinion, to have ſaid, * Gentlemen, F am your ther cor 
« moſt obedient. humble ſervant, I cannot treat with you on WM harm 
« thoſe terms.” He was ſure the Right Honourable Gentle. The 
man muſt have been overteached, or he never would have con- motion 
ſented to e. STOLE 3 bargain 
Sir JOHN SINCLAIR was of opinion that the Right Ho- whether 
noutable Gentleman ought to have conſulted the commiſſioners unconce 
of the ſinking fund before he had made a loan from which reſted in 
they. were elde. PPV be delay 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER replied, that mit 
23s Chancellor of the Exchequer he was hot bound to afk them immedis 
whether they ought or ought not to be admitted to ſubſcribe to Mr. | 
the loan; it was his duty to act for the public to the beſt of his was im 
abilities and judgment, and that duty he truſted he had faith- which h 
fully diſcharged. At the fame time, he aſſured the Honourable rlolutio 
Baronet that he had converſed on the ſubject with the com- dhe the 
miſſioners. „ r The 
_ Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid that one of the principal cauſes of the vn carr 
difficulty which the Miniſter had experienced in negociating the | 
Joan, aroſe from the vaſt quantity of unfunded debt which Was] | 
floating in the market: had he funded: this debt, he would The! 
have found in new Exchequer bills a reſource that would have The ( 
ſecured him from the conſequences of being at the mercy of the othe 
money lenders. Lord North by having, during the period of} he had ri 
his adminiſtration which preceded the American war, reduced} Upon 
the unfunded debt to a moderate ſize, was by that very meaſure] oppolitio 
enabled to raiſe money on terms much more favourable than it WW nedatel 
he had ſuffered the market to be overſtocked with floating Navy The f 
and Exchequer bills. _ | F * 10 | Refoll 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER defended the mn 
the principle on which he acted, when he declined funding the contribut 
Exchequer and Navy bills, to which the Honourable Gentle- every 72 
man referred ; in time of peace, in particular, thefe bills might of 1001.” 
circulate. without any inconvenience to the public ; and they to comm 
bore at all times a much lower intereſt than muſt haye been vided to 
4 tizs, con 


raiſed upon the public, had they been funded. . 7 


3 
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cf numder of explanations and calculations were made after 
o- this by Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Roſe, Mr. Wilberforce, 
by: and yi Ryder, a detail of which, we preſume, would not be 
en | yery entertaining to our readers, and for that reaſon we refrain 
ht from going into it. | . 

r. Mr. DRAKE ſaid, he wiſhed on the one hand to get rid of 
all WW the bargain made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and on 
ers the other, to attain. that end by the gentleſt means; this he 
80 thought might be effected by putting off to a diſtant day the fur- 
ur ther conſideration of the buſineſs; he therefore moved that the 
il chairman ſhould leave the chair, and report progreſs. 4455 
e The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER oppoſed the 
1- WF notion : he ſaid he had no manner of perſonal intereſt in the 


bargain that had been made ; it was for the .committee to judge 
whether it was ſuch as ought to be ratified: but though he was 
unconcerned for himſelf in this queſtion, he was deeply inte- 
reſted in it for the public. The deciſion upon the loan could not 
te delayed without great injury to the public; and therefore the 
committee ought to'come to a direct determination at once, and 
immediately either confirm or reſcind the agreement. og” 
Mr, DRAKE faid, he was convinced that a motion for delay 
was improper; he therefore begged leave to withdraw the one 
which he had made: at the ſame time he declared, that to the 
refolution moved by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he would 
ve the loudeſt NO his lungs could bring forth. _ 4} cal 
The committee at laſt divided on Mr. Pitt's motion, which 
mas carried by a majority of 83. | | 
ne HT 
6251 N 21 EE; 
The bargain for the loan was of courſe confirmed. 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER then move 
the other reſolutions for continuing the different taxes to which 
be had referred in his opening. | 
Upon theſe there was no debate; they were carried without 
3 and the Houſe having been reſumed, adjourned im- 
wveanately, 7. | Cr; 11 | 
The following is a correct copy of all the reſolutions. 
| Reſolved, That the ſum of 4, 500,0001. be raiſed by annuities 
in the manner hereinafter mentioned, that is to ſay, that every 
contributor towards raiſing the ſaid ſum of 4,500,000). ſhall, for 
erery 921, contributed and paid, be entitled to the principal ſum 
« 100l.” in annuities, after the rate of 3l. per cent. per annum, 
to commence from the 5th day of January 1793, and to be 
ned to and made one joint ſtock with the 21. per cent. annui- 


33d 


irs, conſolidated by the acts of the 25th, 28th, 29th, 32d, and 
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eye PARLIAMENTARY.  Connon 


Zzd years of the reign of his late Majeſty King George the de. 
cond, and by ſeveral ſubſequent acts, and to be payable an 
transferrable at. the Bank of Koglandy at the ſame time, and in 

the ſame manner, and ſubject to the like redemption by Parla- 

ment, as the ſaid 3. per cent. conſolidated annuities are pay. 
able, transferrable, and redeemable. That the ſaid annuitic;, 


Maxon 
year of t 
v be lim 
Reſolv 


and made 
' Reſolv 


aſter the rate of gl. per cent, ſo to be payable as aforeſaid, ſhall 05 ung 
be charged and chargeable upon, and payable out ef, the conſo- tes! 
lidated fund. That every contributor ſhall,” on or before the, te im 
4th day of April 1793, make a depoſit of 10l. per cent. on ſud only cal 
ſum as he or ſhe ſhall chooſe to ſubſcribe towards raifing the fad this M 
ſum of 4,500,000]. with the chief caſhier or caſhiers of the on afl e 
governor and company of the Bank of England, as a ſecurity ute for 
making the future payments on or before the days or timeß here. Whicl 
inafter mentioned, that is to qe V Ws is 
10l. per cent. on or before the 3 iſt day of May next; Winch 
I0l. per cent. on or before the 19th day of July next; Mijeſty's 
101. per cent. on or before the 16th'day of Auguſt next; ſeptember 

151. per cent. on or before the 27th day of September next; ton of 

151. per cent. on or before the 8th day of November next; Reſolve 

151. per cent. or or before the 13th day of December next; bis late M 

- 15]. per cent. on or before the 24th day of January, 1794. r graf 
That all the monies, ſo to be received by the ſaid caſhier . linens 
caſhiers of the governor and company of the Bank of England, of forei 
ſhall be paid into the receipt of the Exchequer, to be applied Wir two ot! 
from time to time, to ſuch ſervices as ſhall then have been vote F hi; pre 
by this Houle in this ſeſſion of Parliament. That every can. of Ty; 
tributor who ſhall pay in the whole of his or her contribution WW. of 
money towards the ſaid ſum of 4, 2 at any time before e 25th, 
the 12th day of December next, ſhall be allowed an intereſt hy rther co 
way of diſcount after the rate of 3 per cent. per annum on the lence to t 
ſum ſo completing his or her contribution reſpectively, to be miring, : 
computed from the day of completing: the ſame to the 24th day Reſolve, 
of January 1794. e n eie WE preſent 
* Reſolved, That the additional duties on the amount of te encoura 
dutics under the management of the commiſſioners for the aftairs WT Great þ 
of taxes, charged by an act made in the 31ſt year of the 11g ion the 1 
of his preſent Majeſty, be made perpetuÜů. Oi the ther 
Reſolved, That the additional duties upon worts, waſh, and feral acts 
other liquors, brewed or made in England, for extracting yr Ws preſen 
tor home conſumption, and upon ſpirits made in Scotland, * March 194 
imported into England, charged by an act made in the 31 8 Reojye, 
year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, be made perpetual. = preſent 

- Reſolved, I hat the additional duties upon foreign ſpirits wy nited tj 
ported into Great Britain, charged by an act made in the — 14 E fe 

i h h tC gue 


Voz. 1] 
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e. er of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, be continued for a time li 

, p be limited, ' : „ AP . 7 7 | 
m Reſolved, That the faid ſeveral additional duties be carried to, * | 
a. ad made part of, the confolidated fund. Un 9 2 17 


' Reſolved, That ſo much of an act, made in the 8th year of ; 1 
e reign” of king George the Firſt, intituled, , An act for 1 
giving further encouragement for the importation of naval i 
res; and for other purpoſes therein mentioned, as relates bh 
5 the importation of wood and timber, and of the A 1 
ouly called lumber, therein particularly enumerated; from any 
f tis Majeſty's Britiſh' plantations or colonies in America, free 
Fom all cuſtõms and impoſitions whatſoever, which was to he in 
hie for tiventy-otie years, from the 24th day of June 1723 
ind which," By ſeveral ſubſequent acts, made in the 16th, 24th; 
Ind 21ſt years, of the reign of his late Majeſty King George the 
ond, and the Ath, 12th; 19th, and 26th years of his preſent 
Majeſty's reign,” was further continued until the 29th day of 
Sntember* 1792, and from thence to the end of the tien next 
lion of partamienty is near expiring, and fit to be continued. 
Reſolved; Thar an act, made in the 29th year of the reign of 
bs late Majeſty King George the Second, intituled, Am act 
' for granting a 3 certain ſpecies of Britiſh and Iriſh 1 
"linens exported, and taking off the duties on the importation WY: 
' of foreign raw'linerr'yarns' made of flax, which ſaid act was 1 
Y two other acts, made in the ioth and 19th years of the reign 
f his preſent Majeſty, extended and continued until the 2 4th 
ly of June 1786, and from thence to the end of the then next 
fion of Parliament, and which, by three other acts made in 
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"21th, 28th, and 3 iſt years of his preſent Majeſty's reign, was 
NT "ther continued until the 24th day of June 1792, and from 


lence to the end of the then next ſeſſion of Parliament, is near 
ming, and fit to be continued. „ ee eee ! 
Reſolved, That an act, made in the 23d year of the reign of 
us preſent Majeſty, intituled, 4 An act for the more effectual 
' encouragement of the manufactures of flax and cotton in 
Great Britain,“ which was to continue in force for two years, 
am the 1ſt day of January 1784, and from thence to the end 
u the then next ſeſſion of Parliament, which ſaid act was by ſe- 
ſeal acts made in the 26th, 28th, and 29th years of the reign of 


« 


F ls preſent Majeſty, further continued until the a th day of 
g Mach 1703, is expired, and fit to be revived and continued. 


Reſolved, That an act, made in the 26th» year of the reign of 
li prelent Majeſty, intituled, * An act to diſconticive,'for a li- 
ted time, the payment of the duties upon low wines and 
q pits for home conſumption; and for granting and ſecuring 
the due payment of cther duties in lieu thereof, and for the 
Vor. II. | Hh: better 
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NG of the making and vending Britiſh ſpirit, 
66 * for diſcontinuing for a limited time, certain im poſts and 
duties upon run ind ſpirits imported from the Wekt I Indie L 
. B near expiring, and fit to be continued. 

- Reſolved, That an act, made in the 26th year of the reign o 
bie preſent Majeſty, intiteled; An act to diſcontinue, for 
% limited time, the ſeveral duties payable in Scotland upon low 
% wines and- ſpirits, and upon worts, rr | 
there uſed in the Gifillation of ſpirits, and for granting tt 

hi Majeſty-other duties in lieu thereof, is neat expiring, a 
. to be continued. 

Neſalved, That an act, made in the 28th year of the reign; 
hs preſent Majeſty, intituled. An act for diſcontinuin k 
% limited time, the ſeveral duties payable in - 
*low-"wines-and 'fpi ts, and er 

«liquors there uſed in the diſtillation of ſpirits, and for gran 
66 55 "ing to his Majeſty other duties in lieu thereof, a 8 

the exportation of Britiſh made ſpirits from Eng 

4 land to and, and from Scotland to England, and to cc 
| — tinue, for a limited time, an act, —— in the twenty -ſurt 
Ave the reign of his preſent Ma to diſcontinue, for 

ted time, the payment of the —— low wines al 

« 65 for home * and for and ſecuri 
— 53 
„ better re on of t 1 ti 
& and for diſcontinuing, for a limited time, certain impoſts 2 
duties upon rum an ſpirits imported from the Weſt Indi 
is near expiring, and fit to be continued. | 
Reſolved, T hat the duties impoſed by an act, made in the 27 
year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, upon fermented wort 
waſh brewed or made in that of Great Britain called E 
land, for extracting ſpirits for home conſumption from 4 
-malt, corn, grain, or tilts, or any mixture with the Came, : 
u er neee uor brewed or made 
aforeſaid from any fort or kind of Britiſh materials, except ſu 
as are before mentioned, or from any mixture therewith, for « 
—— ſpirits for home conſumption, and upon fermented wt 
brewed or made as aforeſaid with melaſſes or ſugar, 

any mixture therewith, for — ſpirits for home conſun 
n and upon waſh, ſh, brewed as aforeſaid from fore! 
» Tefuſed wines, or cyder, or waſh prepared from fore 
materials, except = and ſugar, or any mixture therew! 
for extraQting ſpirits for home conſumption, and . 
continued by two acts, made in the goth and 31ſt year- 
reign of his preſont Majeſty, are.maay expiring, and G1 
continued. e Ore 


monies t 


jour 243 


cd} yy; * 

Ordered, Thaz # bil, or bill be drought in upon th id 
lutions 

hed That the fam of two hundred thouſand pounds be 

panted to his M jeſty, to be iſſued and paid _ governor and 

wmpany of the Bank of England, to = then pheod to the 

_— the commiſſioners for the rod ho moan | 


(Rech, That, —— making good the fog 
tis Majeſty, there be | iſſued applied the 
millions two hundred and nine — pounds, out of the 
monies that ſhall ariſe of the ſurplus of the find, called the con« 
_ fund, from the gth day of January 1793 to the Sen wy 
of April 1 

keel That, towards maki ng good the ſu 

. there be iſſued and app Sg the ſum 
W tirty-hve thouſand fix hundred — «fix . 
nd ſeven 85 farthing, remaining in the Ex on the 


1 day of January 1793, of the ſurplus of the fund, 
bh diſpoſition of Parliament. 


lotions." 


 Maxcu. 28. AL 


M. CHANCELLOR moved that the Houſe at its ting 
— to the fourth day of April (on account of the Eafter 

The rept of the committee of yeſterday cas the loan was 
made at half after four o'clock, = agreed to, Mr. Drake, j jun. 
king the only Member who f. inſt Ref 
Mr, SHERIDAN, Mr. FOX, n Mr . GREY, eg jog at 
be Houſe ſubſequent to the report having been to, re- 
warked, that it had been brought forward at an early hour, and 
u the middle of private buſineſs, for the purpoſe of avoiding that 
lſcufion which Miniſters were afraid to meet. 


Mr. SHERIDAN obſerved, that it had been generally under- 


bol that private buſineſs would occupy the attention of the 
touſe until after five o'clock, and therefore he did not attend 
until that hour, but he heard with ſome ſurpriſe, that the reſo- 
tions of the committee * had been read and ag 

bin the midſt of private buſineſs this he ſaid was unfair and 
mandid, and he had no doubt but that many gentlemen had 
tlervations to make, which they would have 
tort, Mr. Sheridan main 
find for the reduction of the national debt ought to have been 


anſulted upon the plan of the loan, and that they might, if they 
| wp Hh2 "IF _ thought 


9 


upply grated to 


3 That a bill, or bills, be brought in upon 'the ſaid ; 


red upon the 
that the commiſſioners of the 


3 
. 
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; thought fit, advance for that loan the ſum which Was to haye three a 
been applied to the reduction of the debt, as mentioned by the our. 
— 45 Honourable' Gentleman on the opening of the budget Mr. 
£1 ere Mr. Sheridan recited -part of the act by which the fun a parli; 
for the reduction of the national debt was-created. ] His objea; Mr. 
hie ſaid, was to know what communication, if any, the Chan bring 
cellor of the. Exchequer had with the commiſſioners upon the comme 
fubject of this loan, previous to his concluding the bargain wil The 
the ſubſcribers. Mr. Sheridan then moved, 66 That there Na Houſe 
laid before the Houſe the communication between the Chance the wa 
lor of the Exchequer and the commiſſioners for the reduction oi On 
the national debt, and the reaſons aſſigned by them for not having April | 
demanded the right of ſubſcribing to the preſent loan. Great 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER oppoſed thy tain, þ 
motion, and ſaid, that the nature and ſpirit of the act of Parlia dit, or 
ment, by which the power of the commiſſioners was created perſon 
did not warrant the conſtruction put upon it by the Honourah ly. or 
Gentleman. 5 „ ee 4-44 (eliver, 
Mr. GREY complained. alſo of the unfairneſs with which th Alt w 
report of the committee upon the loan had been paſſed throug deliver, 
the Houſe in the middle of private buſineſs, when no gentlema The 
thought of attending. He thought it extremely improper, tha chairm 
public buſineſs ſhould be diſpoſed of in this manner. He ca withdr: 
down to the Houſe at four o'clock, and was affured that publi In t 
buſineſs would not come on for a conſiderable time, for that ther the Ho 
was a commiſhon for giving the royal aſſent to ſeveral bills; i ſelves 
conſequence of this he went up ſtairs, and in the interval the re Mr. 
port of the committee was brought up, read, and agreed to; t when, t 
public would form their opinion upon this matter.. Mr. 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER diſclaims before 
all ideas of wiſhing/ to paſs any meaſure, of importance thro i This 
the Houſe unfairly, or by ſurpriſe; and as to the public opini the Spe 
upon this ſubje&, he ſaid he was perfectly contented it (hoy down a 
be impartially formed; but he believed this debate was broug either; | 
on for a'very different purpoſe. 1, 4, |þ once pi 
A ſhort converſation took place between Mr. Fox, Mr. Ryde time, © 
and the Chancellor of the Exche quer. The 
The SPEAKER informed the Houſe, that private buling ordered 
was proceeded on until within twenty-five, minutes of f 
o' clock, and that then the report of the committee on the 10 
| was brought up, read, and agreed to; after which the Gent. In tl 
| man Uſher of the Black Rod came to announce the commilii Exchec 
for the royal aſſent.— There was more private buſineſs to reſt of 
gone through. It as: then underſtood that in future the c ** 


+ 


hall be taken at three before the Eaſter roceſs, -and-hali | 2 


rs 


. * 
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three after Eaſter, and private buſineſs ſhould a over at half ar 
bur. Mr. Sheridan's motion was then put and negatived-· 


Mr. GRE gave notice, that he ſhould make his motion for: 


a parliamentary reform on the ſixth day of May. 

Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS gave notice, that he ſhould 
bring forward his propoſitions relative to the goverment; and 
commerce of India on the 8th. of April. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a obs of the whale 


Youſe on the bill for the more effectually preventing, during 


the war, all traiterous correſpondence with the King's enemies. 
—On the firſt clauſe, which enacta, That from the 20th of 
April next, during the continuance of the preſent war between 
Great Britain and France, if any perſon reſiding in Great Bri- 
uin, knowingly and wilfully ſhall, on his own account, or 2 
dit, or on the account or credit, or by the direction of an 


perſon. or perſons whomſoever, or whereſoever reſident, p- ſup- 


ply, or deliver, or ſend for the purpoſe of being ſold, ſupplied, or 


&livered, or ſhall agree to ſell, or deliver, &c.—ſhall be- fu, 3 


Alt was propoſed to leave out the words—Shall agree to ſell, 


deliver. a 


The queſtion. being put 58 Sir Elijah Impey. who * | 
chairman of the committee, ſtrangers were as uſual ordered. 0 


withdraw. | 

In the interval a number of gentlemen who had not doen ig 
the Houſe when the queſtion was put, entered, and feattd * 
elves on the miniſterial fide? © 10 218 

Mr. SHERIDAN inſiſted, that as they were. not: * 
when, the queſtion. was put, they were not entitled to vote. 

Mr. DUN DAS contended, that the queſtion having been put 
before the gallery was cleared, it ought to be put again. 

This brought on a converſation on the point of Salat; which 
the Speaker at laſt decided in favour of Mr, Sheridan, laying it 
down as the old eſtabliſhed rule; that the queſlion migbt be put 
either before the ery, Was cleared or after, and that being 
once put, thoſe who were not. in the body of dhe Haufe at he 
time, could not be permitted to vote. an las 

The gentlemen. who came in. after the queſtion was put, were 

ered to 88 the committee divided. 
| For 1s out the words 162 2 % 0b Hts 
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gainſt it 1217 1 1. 1 © wp IL 7 4 141! * 


In the ate on the point of order, we & * of-the 
Exchequer moved thay. the he gallery. doors beckept-thut during the 


reſt of the debate. were kept ſhut accordingly; an we 
can * ſtate that 041 rſt olauſe of the bill was very warmly 


Ws cel 1 K * to 74 * 77 
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About ten o clock a ſecond diviſion took place on an amend. 
ment moved by Mr. Sheridan, * the Nl of the fo 


piece git ee 
* * — 0 \ 1 4 5 
Ms. FOX then went over che to the ck cet 


and the reigning contempt of the rant conſtitution, which 
_ Pervaded- every part of it. He obſerved that the extraordina 


powers which it g —— only a ſequel of thoſe 
by the alien bill powers arbi deſpotic, des 
without 22 — no good man would aſk 


- for, ot-accept if offered to him. He animadverted-on the man- 
ner in which the powers gfanted by the alien bill had been exer- 
— diſtreſs, wipes the ruin of individuals, without 


5 — — 6 private malice 
active againſt them; or were ſuffered to remain in 


country from ly” ns s of repelling the allegations to 
their — 


— 


In the courſe of this ſpeech, Mr. Fox was very ſevere upon 
mananevre by which the gallery was cloſed, de en d that 


5 


heh 
THE 
1 
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1 
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"wal 5 eſs forp 
this in the ff 9 it was ne- 


hk 
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1 15.34 


” in the —.— view in which they were fa 
ſo in another. 
Tan hour pat deu. 8 
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the dy be ing read for going 
the wie o prevent fr wee correſpon- 


dence, 


opportunity of anſwerin che _ alle inſt them, 
—— — other «perſons, 


* arne the — of the _ 


of the ſea. This mafterſhip| 


b — 


him ſo 
object 
obſervi 


tence 


lands 


n eee 


table. 
155 "CHAIRMAN. (after ment 18 the en dauſe had 


been already gone through in the — proceeded to read 


the ſecond clauſe. of the bill; and having finiſhed that part of 
the clauſe. which prohibits, under W che par. 2 


chaſe, &c, of lands in France, 

The SOLICITOR GEN ERAL laid, that he-meant 2 yoo 
poſe an en amendment tu the clanſe, for the purpoſeief i 
— hows to the 8 


Ponieg a.m 


Wahle a "hy gn 
clauſe would be rendered perfectly nu 
N ( 
tor General) by tn omen oft bat, — 
other clauſes, by. a omiſſion of it: buy, DOS 12:9aaeer yen 
pri in, even under the limitation Which had been 
ed, he muſt nave $0 ſubmit k. 


— as, by hy ante oa or ee . have 2 pro a the 


e E44 in — n 
2 there, to commute the ſame for 


of the preſent bill would be ee 


ater the e property, or to er hows 
ns t ON, N id 0 : 

"MAJOR MAITLAND. obſerved: that) undes ah open 
of the alien bill, it could not be ſuppoſed that any Freuchman, 
who was not truly meritorious, would be allowed to remaie in 
this country ; and that it would be eruel and unjuſt in the er- 
teme, to prohibit a Frenchman of this deſcription, vefident in 
Britain, and who may have funds in France, from laying them 
— in the purchaſe d n yp E his 
i 'D 17 Ter IH 5 


2 . FOX a ſaid, that every wel of the proſent bill 40 
kim ſo pregnant with miſchief and abſarditys; thath6eduld 
object to the omiſſion of any part of it; he could not however help 
obſerving that, when it was recollected what had been the 
fence held out as to the neceſſity of prohibiting the of 
jands in Frances viz. the peerenting „ 
17 . : 
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bonn procuping inohey by the ſale of lands for the purpoſe of 
enabling them to carry on the war—it was truly a moſt curious 
and extraordinary' circumſtance, that a propoſition ſhould-cone 


from the Honourable and Learned Gentleman on the other (4 


of the Houſe, to 'allow the moſt direct, Y ſpeedy and efficient | 


ſapply.to be given to the French' government, by purchaſin 
the French funds, or ſubſcribing, to a loan, and to limit the 4 
Hibition' res the purchaſe of land, which muſt be admitted 
to be a m Sn 


61 91 * "T4 Je WHIT ee 7 
2 * 'SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, that he had by no 
meins been indeed to give up the other prohibitions from any 
idea that the principle of the bill did not apply te them but 
rHnding that various difficulties oecurred a8 to the execution 
Waun 


- After à little further converſation, the amendment as to leay- 
what related to 


* 


ingbut all ef Cay pee: clauſe, except! 
che pu 


e of lands in France, was agtee to: —After- 


* on Alfubſequent part of the clauſe; which ents, that 
if any perſon, being a ſubje@t of his Majeſty,” and out of his 


7's dominions, ſhall in any ſuch manner as aforeſaid, 


tarily return or come to Great- Britain, every ſuch "perſon ſo re- 
turning pr coming to Great Britain, being thereof convicted or 


artainted b due courſe of law, ſhall. be deemed and adjudged to 


be pulley 8 treaſon, e. ee 
Mr. FOX argued in very forcible terms, that the clauſe, as it 


ſtood, involved the groſſeſt injuſtice and abſurdity with reſped 
to his Majeſty's ſubjects of Ireland; for if an Iriſhman in lre- 


land were to treat for the purchaſe. of lands in France, he would 
do ſo with'perfe& innocence, and would be liable to no puniſh- 


ment on coming into Britain; but were he to go abroad out of 


the King's dominions, for inſtance to Hamburgh,/in' order to 


conclude the tranſaction previouſly ſettled and agreed upon, and 


ſhould afterwards. come into Britain, the penalties of treaſon 


would inſtantly attach upon him: where guilt was previoully | 
incurred, the coming into this country might bring the guilty } 


perfon. within reach of puniſhment; but that an action, inno- 


cent or indifferent when committed, thould change its nature, | 


and become ſubject to puniſhment from the mere change of 
place, was in direct oppoſition · to every principle, both of reaſon 
and of criminal lag. A ed | 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER ſaid a fen 


words in vindication of that part of the clauſe which Had been, | 
-juſt objected to, and ſaid that it appeared to him to be juſt in iu 


principle, and expreſſed with ſufficient preciſion. 2 


more eircuitous mode of affording them ſuch 


ex. &c: any ſuch buying, &! and ſhall aſterwards volun- 


© 4 
* * 
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TI Mr. FRANCIS objected, in ſtrong terms, to this part of the 
of dauſe; which, after ſome further converſation, was agreed to. 
us Some converſation afterwards took place between the Solicitor 
me General, Mr. Burke, Mr. Anſtruther, and Mr. Jenkinſon, on 
ide one fide; and Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Adam, Mr. Grey, 
nt Major Maitland, and Mr. Francis, on the other, as to the pro- 
in pricty of extending the pains of treaſon to a breach of the prohi- 
o- bitions contained in this clauſe, &c. | 
ted The queſtion being then put, that the clauſe, as amended, 
ch hould ſtand part of the bill, | | 

Mr. FOX faid, he felt himſelf called upon to give his nega- 
no Wl tive to the (clauſe ; for nothing appeared to him more miſchiev- 
ny ous, than / to confound the moral ſenſe, by inflicting ſevere 
ut puniſhments on the more innocent and iel baer acts; while 
on thoſe which were in a greater degree hurtful and dangerous were 

entirely paſſed over: — As the clauſe was now limited, he was 
v. convinced id could be perſiſted in for no other reaſon, than that 
to gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe, having been obliged 
.o abandon the moſt offenſive parts of the bill, thought it ber 
at too much to give up the whole. 1 
18 MAJOR MAITLAND alſo oppoſed the clauſe, which, he 
d, ſad, was only leaving the ſhadow, when the ſubſtance was given 
b WS nm. | | 
1 M. SHERIDAN entirely agreed with his Honourable 
* Friends. He thought the clauſe, as now amended, fo perfectly 
o BH nugatory, that it would be much like prohibiting a gardener to 
1 hy out a garden, and make hot- beds, &c. in Lapland, In fact, 
4 the preſent bill, as it now ſtood, inſtead of bearing its preſent 


title, ought to be called a bill to authori/e Britiſh ſubjects to cloath 
the French army with wollen cloth, and to prohibit their felling 
them a pair of hots, under the pains of treaſon. 

The committee divided, 


of Ayes, in favour of the clauſe 77 

F Noes pres - = 19 : 

. T—Ww. Tn 

da the third clauſe, which prohibits any ſubje& of his Ma- 
Ya from voluntarily going or repairing, or embarking in any 
, elle] with an intent to go or sepait Boing any place in Great 


britain into France, &c. without licence from his Majeſty 
under his ſign manual, or by order in council or proclamation 


no fre or charge whatſoever :” and after ſome converſation 


ber, Mr. Grey, Mr. Whitbread, &c. as to allowing the li- 
Vor. II. wy £4 as cences 


irlt had and obtained, the following words were added, on the 
motion of Mr. Curwin, viz. Such licence being ſubject to 


detyixt Major Maitland, the Solicitor General, Mr. Anſtru- 


250 PARLIAMENTARY  Coumon, | 


eences to be limited to a particular time and place, the clauſe 
was agreed to without a diviſion. E 
The clauſe which went to prohibit the return into this coun. 
try of any of his Majeſty's ſubjects without his leave, being read, 
for the purpoſe of negativing the clauſe,  — þ 
Mr. WHITBREAD, jun. faid, he thought the clauſe ſo de. 
_ teſtable, that even in its death he could not help taking notice 
of its character; he could not allow it the benefit of the old 


APR! 


they * 
fince 
under 
anſwe! 
if tl 
turnin 
ing up 


charitable ſentence de mortuis nil niſi bonum; on the contrary, he ling fr 
ſhould apply to it the epitaph written on a tombſtone in Weſ- proper. 
- minſter Abbey: | | therefo 
| « Lie full if you are wiſe, them | 
| %% You are Let, if 4 riſe. * = 

IE uy | y to 
But this was not all; he had a queſtion to aſk the Solicitor Ge- « You 
neral, and it aroſe out of this clauſe, although it was to be nega- from n 
tived. The reaſons aſſigned by the gentlemen who brought in iſſue a | 
this bill for negativing this claufe, made his queſtion neceſſary, without 
They had inſinuated that the clauſe was not ſtrictly neceſſary 10 that ſuc 
the purpoſe which it tended to ſupport, as his Majeſty by pro- nd hig 
clamation could order what was neceſſary for the ſafety of the tion alli 
ſtate. A proclamation had iſſued to that effect, forbidding, for 3 fairly ca 
time, ſubjects of this country from returning into it, ke cee A 
tain reſtrictions. —-Mr. Whitbread withed to Tos of the Solicitor clauſe u 

General, whether the King was empowered by law to iſſue any certain 
proclamation, forbidding the return into this country of any one d Houſe, 
the ſubjects of it, not convicted of a crime? Had the King of Eng- giving le 
land the power, by law, to hinder the return of ſuch a man to hi it —Thi 
native country? The queſtion he thought neceſſary to be deter this cou 
| mined before the clauſe now before the committee was negatived ll Engliſh: 
becauſe they ſhould take care upon that negative not to give a port? —1 
oblique ſanction to a principle of tyranny, much more danger expedien 
_ ous even than the effect could be of paſſing the clauſe itſelf; ha tine to 
had heard that a proclamation to this effect had paſſed with re limit the 
gard to certain perſons lately arrived from France at Dover, bull But, ſaid 
E had not read it; he wiſhed to know whether the law office * have, - 
of the crown would ſay that ſuch a proclamation was warrantcQWl * negled 
by the law of England | | hae 
The SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, that with reſpect to biguo. 
the proclamation in queſtion, the Honourable Gentleman was * queſtic 
little miſtaken as to its extent. With reſpec to the legal poin terror 
to which the Honourable Gentleman had alluded, certainly hi The C 
Majeſty had a right to make a regulation upon the general poli warmth, 
of this country. _ Fo | ear to 
Mr. FOX took fire at theſe expreſſions, and in a ſtrain 0 ranted thi 
uncommon animation - proceeded to refute the principle yo — up! 
7 | | 9 Weltion | 
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they appeared to him to ſupport. He ſaid that he had, ever 
ance he thought upon the . wholly and entirely miſ- 
anderſtood the law.—If the King had the power which the 
anſiver of the Honourable and Learned Gentleman inſinuated 
if the King had the right of preventing any perſon from re- 
turning to this country, under the ſpecious maſk of regulat- 
ing upon general policy, he had in fact the power of expel- 
ling from his native Jand, for ever, any perſon he may think 
proper. He knew in fact the King had no ſuch power, and 
therefore it was he roſe to make theſe obſervations, and with 
them to defy any man in that Houſe, or any man in this 
world, to prove that the King of England had by law a right to 
ſay to any ſubject not convicted of an offence againſt the law) 
« You ſhall not return to Great Britain without a paſſport 
fom me.” —If the King had ever, if the King ſhould ever, 


iſue a proclamation to that effect, he would ſay, and maintain, 


without the leaſt fear of the colour of refutation by argument, 


that ſuch a proclamation was, and would be irregular, — 
and highly unconſtitutional. He believed, that if the t - 


ton alluded to, and which happened at Dover, ſhould ever be 


fairly canvaſſed, it would be found to be a ſhameful violation of 
the fo of this country, and a revival of the principle of the 
cauſe which had juſt been read; a principle which would, to a 
certain degree, attach ſhame, ſcandal, and diſgrace on that 
Houſe, for having once given to it the colour of a ſanction, by 
giving leave to bring in a bill which contained a clauſe to favour 
t—The King had a right to regulate upon general policy in 
this country? — Had he indeed !—Had he a right to ſay to an 
Engliſhman, you ſhall not return to England without my paſſ- 
port?—If he had, then it was high time to examine into the 
apediency of [ſuffering ſuch a prerogative to continue—high 


ume to enquire whether ſome means could not be deviſed to 


limit the extent, and regulate the exerciſe of that prerogative.— 
But, faid Mr. Fox, I am ſure he has not, and never ought to 
* have, and never will have, unleſs this Houſe ſhall ſcandalouſly 
" neglect its duty; but I with the Solicitor General would 
* ave the goodneſs to explain what he meant by thoſe am- 
* diguous words which he gave in anſwer to ſo very plain a 
" queſtion; and that he would not leave us 8 juſt a 
terror for the fate of the conſtitution of our country.” - 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER, with _ | 
not 


wth, alſo entered upon this ſubject. He ſaid, it di 

pear to him that the ſubject now before the committee war- 

anted the attack which the Right Honourable Gentleman had 

made upon the proclamation to which he had alluded. The 

peſtion before the committee now was, whether the clauſe 
; 132 - they 


«ES 


* N EIFS 2 2 1 
IS 5 + Ce TS 


SORT) nnr_ 
© I” > — 
my rot wr 


= 


— —— 
Gen ET IS 


„77 I 
7 
8 p n e 


8 ” . ra EI n= A r Ro: I — 3 A FR > — CD = — 
n ah 2 r IST GO 5 — — 2 ä 
— ) 4 * ho 33 « RE : = Li 4 a 2 * EEE : 
4 2 © OY a . 3 — Foe, 4 —__ at r 3 e 
5 OC 8 l 


5 


2H 


> 2+, 
ec oY pt 
1 1 0 AED 

Mr 


. 


. 


PPT 


— 22 


— — — 


252˖ PARLIAMENTARY + -Conmors, | 


they had Juſt heard read ſhould be agreed to or negatived? upon Afte 
which there was no difference of opinion, and upon which Mr. F 
therefore, in point of regularity, there ought to have been no The 
debate. As to the ſubject of the proclamation, as it was not be- aloptir 
fore the Houſe, he could not ſee how that could regularly he which, 
debated, or have its contents attended to, and therefore he ſhould / Fox, t 
adviſe the committee to diſmiſs, for the preſent, all attention to 
that ſubject. Here he entered into a recital of the proclama- 
tion, He then obſerved, that the proclamation appeared in the 
Gazettee, but that the gentlemen who had been pleaſed to treat | 
it as an illegal, irregular, and highly unconſtitutional meaſure, | 
had themſelves not read it; a pretty tolerable proof that their The 
cenſure of it was, at leaſt, a little premature. He hoped, how- | day for 
ever, that they would read it, and that if they were ſerious in terous 
the objections which they ſtarted againſt it, before they were Mr. 
acquainted with its contents, they would ſhew their ſincerity into tl 
in moving for it to be laid before the Houſe, and chooſe a day yenien 
for the diſcuſſion of it. —He then juſtified the anſwer of the bill to 
Solicitor General, at which the Right Honourable Gentleman commi 
had diſcovered ſo much animation, and concluded with explain- commi 
ing again the nature of the proclamation. | | A repo 
| Mr. FOX again maintained that the words of the Solicitor that th 
General were in effect a conveyance to the Houſe of the moſt were 1 
odious and deteſtable principle, and ſuch as he was ſure did not that cc 
belong to the conſtitution of this country. — He would ſay they the pui 
were material words, for the words of any high law er, i tory, 2 
that Houſe were always important when they were made whatev 
would be dangerous if not refuted when they were wrong, be would 
cauſe they would form, as it were, a ſort of precedent by ac ter acq 
quieſcence ; they were words at which he was juſtly alarmed it his d 
when he compared them with the plain queſtion to which they jected, 
were ſaid to be an anſwer. * I ſay,” dad Mr. Fox, I an The 
« juſtly alarmed when I hear ſuch ſentiments from ſuch mitmer 
quarter, for it is not his own opinion merely that the Ho: report t 
% nourable Gentleman is ſpeaking. I ſay, I am. juſtly alarmet it was 1 
& for the liberties of my country when lach exploded doctrine report 
* upon the King's prerogative are attempted to be revived Mr. 
„% Doctrines to explode which the beſt treaſure of this coun the con 
« try was expended, and the pureſt blood ſhed!“ He ſaid ht Was gro 
was ſure that the obſervation of the Learned Gentleman upot acume 
the King's prerogative was worſe than the clauſe which he gan totally. 
up —a ute which he would have had gone out of that Hou pals the 
with the ſtigma that belonged to it; but the clauſe was to | would x 
ſuperſeded by doctrines worſe than its contents. At theſe at _y it \ 
er cor 


tempts it was high time to be alarmed. Ai 


tal Men 
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After a few words from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Mr. Fox, and Mr. Whitbread, this clauſe was negatived. | 
The committee proceeded through other clauſes in the bill, 
alopting many alterations, until they came to the laſt, upon 
which, on the ſuggeſtion of Mr. Adam, and the motion of Mr. 
Fox, the chairman reported progreſs, and aſked leave to fit again. 


e Arni 5. | 
Not members ſufficient to make a Houſe. 
op Ro Sn 6: 250 | 
The SOLICITOR GENERAL moved the order. of the 
dar for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee on the trai- 


d 


terous correſpondence bill. 


Mr. FOX - roſe, and objected to the Houſe reſolving itſelf | 


into the committee, on the ground that it would be more con- 
yenient and proper to poſtpone the further conſideration of the 
bill to a future day. If the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a 
committee, he conceived that it would be much better for the 
committee to report progreſs, and move for leave to fit again. 
A report had generally prevailed, and was as generally credited, 
that the perſons exerciſing the executive government in France 
were now diſmiſſed from their offices. if the government of 
that country, conſiſtent with the reports, was in other hands, 
the purport of the bill would be rendered ſuperfluous and nuga? 
tory, as it would apply to people endowed with no function 
whatever. He conceived that this propoſition or amendment 


would have come from the other fide of the Houſe, as being bet- | 
ter acquainted with the particulars; but as it did not, he thought 


it his duty to move an amendment, that the word zow be re- 
jected, and Monday inſerted in its ſtead. „ ae > 7 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL urged the immediate com- 
mitment of the bill. He faid, if there was no ground for the 
report to which the Right Honourable. Gentleman had alluded, 
it was neceſſary that the bill ſhould be paſſed into a law. If the 
report was true, no harm could ariſe from paſſing the bill. 

Mr. ADAM was of opinion, that the ſituation of affairs on 
tie continent might render the bill totally unneceſſary. If it 
was grounded on the idea of ſtate neceſſity, which was the only 
avument urged by his Majeſty's Miniſters, that idea was now 
totally done away, and therefore it would be a ſuperfluous act to 
pals the bill. It was generally. underitood, that this day there 
would not have heen a Houſe, and he was therefore of opinion, 
that it would be more decent and becoming to poſtpone the fur- 


ther con{ideration of the bill until Monday. There were ſeve- 


al Members, who, if preſent, would ſupport the adjournment, 
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| particulariyin the preſent ſituation of affairs, and for this reaſon 
e would ſecond the motion of his Right Honourable Friend. 


Mr. PITT reminded: the Houſe, that there was but one clauſe 


remained for its conſideration. He wiſhed alſo that it would re- 
collect that the bill was not for the purpoſe of puniſhing indivi- 
quals, but merely to prevent treaſonable correſpondence during 
the war, no matter what party was in power. Certainly, he 
ſaid, a report had been circulated, and generally believed, that 
Dumourier had marched to France at the head of his troops, and 
that a counter revolution had taken place; but as government 
had received no preciſe information on the buſineſs, he thought 
that there was no argument offered ſufficient to induce the Houſe 
not to reſolve itſelf into a committee. | 

Mr. WHITBREAD was of opinion, that no inconvenience 
could poſſibly ariſe from poſtponing the order of the day to 
Monday. Though the preciſe extent of the intelligence was not 
known, yet all agreed that there were ſome grounds for the re- 
port. An unjuſtifiable precipitation had diſtinguiſhed the mea- 


ſure throughout, on the part of his Majeſty's Miniſters ; and he 


conceived they had now a proper opportunity of evading the 
odium, by agreeing to the amendment. 
The queſtion being put, the amendment was negatived; and 
the Houle: reſolved itſelf into a committee on the bill. | 
On the laſt clauſe being read, that the © Venue be laid in any 
county whatever, no matter where the crime was committed,” 
An amendment was moved b | 
The SOLICITOR GENERAL, for the-purpoſe of includ- 
ing the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland, whenever they fit.” 
Sir ADAM FERGUSON conceived, that the amendment 
propoſed by the Solicitor General proceeded from his ignorance 
of the criminal laws of the coun Sir Adam ſtated, that a trial 


of that nature could not be had, except before the Court of 
Juſticiary in Edinburgh, or the circuit courts of that county, it | 


the offence was there committed. 


The SOLICITOR GENERAL argued, that by the 7th of 


Queen Anne, the law of treaſon, in both countries, was placed 


on the ſame footing, and therefore rendered the amendment he 
propoſed neceſſary. 55 | „„ 
Mr. ADAM contended, that Sir Adam Ferguſon was correct 


in what he had ſtated. Mr. Adam next proceeded to convince | 
the Houſe, that there was a material defect in the criminal lau 


of Scotland. With reſpect to the criminal laws in that country, 
he ſtated, that the Lord Advocate had a power of laying the 
Venue. in Edinburgh only, no matter where the cauſe of diſpute 
argues: By this means, the defendants, who brought wit- 

s from Berwick or the Orkneys, to rebut the eyidence of the 
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.rown, were put to the moſt ſhameful and exorbitant expence. 

He wiſhed that the Solicitor General would beſtow ſome atten- 

ton on the criminal judicature in Scotland, as by his propoſed 

amendment, any perſon, within the iſland of Great Britain, may 

he dragged before the Court of Juſticiary; and as the bill now 

food, that fact was certainly vice verſa. Mr. Adam concluded, 

that if the bill was preſſed through the committee this day, he 

would reſerve any further obſervation till the report was made. 
The SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, agreeably to ſng- 

reſtions of the gentleman who ſpoke laſt, he would modify th "9 

ckuſe. | | | 5 

The bill then paſſed through the committee, was ordered to 

te printed, and the report ordered to be received on the 8th. 
Adjourned to the 8th. 1 | | | 


APRIL 8. 


A petition of the merchant manufacturers, traders, and other 
inhabitants, of the town of Nottingham and its neighbourhood, 
was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, that the 
petitioners approach the Houſe as the guardian of the public 
peace and welfare, and pray, that, by the interpoſition of their 
viſdom and patriotiſm, the petitioners and their country may be 
reſcued from the evil of an impending war, ſingular in its cha- 
ner, not founded on the uſual cauſes of war, which has no 
ſhecific object in view, no definite proſpect of termination, unleſs 
in the abſolute conqueſt of a numerous and powerful people, a 
moſt arduous, If not impracticable attempt, and which, © in the 
preſent circumſtances of Great Britain, muſt be attended with 
heavy ſuffering, without the probability of any gain or acquiſi- 
ton to compenſate for their ſuffering : that to a ſeries of wars, 
many of which with national dignity might have been avoided, 
b owing the immenſe load of debt, which bears with the moſt 
opreſhve weight on every individual, and which nothing but 
tie ſingular proſperity of our foreign commerce could enable 
tiele kingdoms to ſuſtain : one principal ſource of this proſperity 
peace; the petitioners pray, therefore, that the Houſe will not 
ſuffer this ſource to be deſtroyed, nor this country to participate 
in the miſery by participating in the folly of other nations: to 
ad to a debt which the petitioners fear is irredeemable, and to an 
amount which no one can calculate, ought to be juſtified by the 
1 neceſſity; nothing but the very being and preſervation of our 
country could reconcile it to the national will; every thing in 
our preſent circumſtances is adverſe to war, the dearneſs of provi- 
ſons, and of all the neceſſaries and comforts of life, every day 
arancing, and hardly ſupported by the utmoſt exertions of in- 
wuſtry and ingenuity; the alarming progreſs of the poor rates 2 | 

wide 
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ide range of taxation, which embraces every form of propery, VE 
8 every movement of the ſubject; together with that | oY 
delicate balance between the excellence and the price of our ma· fo — 
nufactures, on which our foreign commerce depends, all with — 
one ominous voice repel the thought of War—war will increaſe | m_ 
every one of theſe internal burthens, and co-operating with them | = 
diminiſh or ruin that trade on which all depends, the en oyments . 
as well as the reſources of this country; and therefore al o praying yo | 
the Houſe, that in their goodneſs they will attend to the ſuppli- > 0 175 
cations of their country, and in their wiſdom avert an evil which _—_ 
has but barely commenced, and which a pacific diſpoſition in the lu — 
Houſe cannot fail to diſpel: to the Houſe, and to the protection _ y 
of the God of peace, the petitioners recommend themſelves, their 3 
fellow citizens, and the impending fate of Britain. wo 
Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie upon the table. "n - 
. TREASONABLE CORRESPONDENCE BILL. anſwere 
5 N | » a . . . | ty 
The report of the bill for preventing traiterous correſpondence coun 
with, F 3 was brought up by Mr. Hobart, and the amend- = 
ments made in the committee were read. When the clauſe was gt 
read which fixed the 2oth inſtant as the period on which the on " 
tion of the bill was to commence, | 
N ADAM obſerved that the 20th was by much too early 2 . 
da - and he truſted the Houſe would be of the ſame opinion, 3 
94 5 it conſidered that this was the Sth day of the month; = l 
the third reading could not take place till the gth or N hecial 2 
that probably the bill could not be carried up to the 1 > le rok 
Lords before the 11th; that it was very likely their Lord 5 own 
would not go through it without much and ſerious 1 dh 
and that very poſhbly the 20th of April would be paſſed ey —＋ 
the bill could receive the royal aſſent, and conſequently * 3 
the public, in diſtant parts of the country, could apprize * 
its having received it. It was therefore his intention to m_— u the 
a more diſtant day than the 2oth, unleſs the learned framer o enz 
bill would ſave him the trouble, by propoſing of his own accord . 
ater period. e n 2 
HeS0OLicrr. OR GENERAL ſaid it was his ere — 
move an amendment, which he hoped would meet the 10 N a 5 
the Learned Member, by propoſing that the bill ſhould 2 ons 
operate at different periods, in different parts of the 3 | : sf [a 
portioned to their diſtance from Great Britain. The 1 bon. It 
ſtated were the 20th of April for Great Britain, 20th * i nr 
Europe and all places on this ſide of the Cape of Go F 4 ad Midd] 
and the 20th of July for all parts of the world beyon qroſition 
Cape. | ; 3 07 AY ve been 
3 The amendment was moved and carried without a ops. beach © 
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eee,  FOURNAL. | ih 
When the clauſe was read which give power to the crown 
to bring on the trials of perſons. accuſed of treaſon under this act, 
in the county of Middleſex, though it ſhould have been com: 
mitted in any other county, . ; 17 
Mr. ADAM very ſtrongly oppoſed it, as extremely oppreſſive 
tothe accuſed, and 2 of a general principle of law. . He 
obſerved, that by the common law, a man ought to be tried by 
z jury of the W for this very good reaſon, that jurors 
taken from the neighbourhood muſt be ſuppoſed to be beſt ac- 
quainted with the characters of the accuſed, and of the witneſſes. 
But by the preſent clauſe a man might be brought ffom Corn- 
wall or Cumberland to be tried by a Middleſex jury, wholly 
unacquainted with the parties concerned; and be put to the ex- 
rence of bringing witneſſes from thoſe diſtant parts to Weſtmin- 
ſer, when — ends of juſtice as to the public might be as well 
inſwered, and as to the individual much better, by a jury of the 
county in which the treaſonable act was ſaid to have been done. 
He knew the Attorney General could at any time, by his bare 
prerogative, and without the aid of an act of Parliament, inſiſt 
upon a trial at bar, and thus — the accuſed before the 
wurt of King's Bench at Weſtminſter, from any part of the 
kingdom ; but this was a prerogative which an Attorney Gene- 
nl would not be very ready to exerciſe, as his own perſonal cha- 
ner muſt anſwer for whatever ſhould be deemed by the public 
in act of hardſhip and power againſt an individual; but if a 
ſpecial act of Parliament abſolutely authorized ſuch a meaſure, 
the reſponſibiligy of the Attorney General's character would be 
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out of the queſti 0, Ard mary an individual might be expoſed to 4890 
hardſhips which might well be. ſaid to be in their nature very MY 


nearly allied to oppreſſion. A trial at bar, which of courſe would 
bing the parties concerned from their own counties to Weſt- 
niaſter, was, in criminal matters, very much diſcountenanced 
by the judges. Two applications for ſuch a trial were made, 
one in the time of Lord Mansfield, the other in that of Lord 
Kenyon ; the parties who were to be tried were perſons who had 
tempted to break out of the King's Bench priſon ; and though 
tie queſtion was only whether they ſhould be tried on the Surry 
ot the Middleſex fide of the river „ ee yet the court on both 
*alions refuſed to grant a trial at bar, and was influenced on 
lieſe two. occaſions by the principle which he had already laid 
Own, It might therefore be well preſumed, that had the diſtance 
tween Surry, from which the witneſſes were to be brought, 
ud Middleſex, which was to furniſh the jury, been greater, the 
Mpolition of the court to a motion for a trial at bar would not 
are been leſs determined. Here he obſerved, that the motion 
ir ſuch trial was made in the name. of the accuſed; and yet the 
Vor. II. Or K k * court 
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court would not grant-it': it was fair alfo to infer from this, the 


if the court could overrule the prerogative of the Attorney Ge. 
neral, which it could not, it would be as little inclined to alloy 
a trial at bar at the deſire of the public proſecutor, as at the 
prayer of the parties accuſed ; a principle of law ought not to be 
crificed to either. Mr. Adam concluded by moving, that in the 
clauſe: which gave the crown the power of bringing the accuſed, 
under this act, to trial in the county where the treaſon was 
alleged to have been committed, or in the county of Mid. 
op, the words, or in the county of Middleſex,” ſhould be 
omitted. 5 * Mira $31 a0 | 
The SOLICITOR GENERAL convinced Mr. Adan, 
that in the. clauſe in queſtion: the words to which the motion 


referred could not be omitted without deſtroying even the 


meaning of the clauſe. The motion was therefore withdrawn. 
The Houſe having gone through all the amendments made 

in the bill by the committee, #1057 17 

Mr. ADAM faid, he would then propoſe a clauſe, of which 


he had given notice on a former day. This clauſe he intro- 


duced in a ſpeech of ſome length, in which he diſplayed. great 
legal knowledge, but the detail of which, as. it turned upon a 


dry point of law, we ſhall endeavour to ſtate with brevity, but 
with clearneſs. The drift of the ſpeech was this: by the law of | 
ugh treaſon in general, every perſon accuſed of treaſon is en- 


titled to be heard by counſel on queſtions of fact as well as of 


law; to have a copy of the indictment, and a liſt of the wit-} 
neſſes, ten days before the trial; by the ſame law na perſon ac. 
cuſed can be convicted unleſs the overt act of treaſon be proved | 


by two witneſſes. But Parliament having made the counter- 
feiting of the King's coin, the great ſeal, &c. high treaſon, had 
made a diſtinction eee ee a of that deſcription, and trea- 
| ſons againſt the King's life, or making war upon him, or ad- 


hering to his enemies: for a perſon accuſed of counterfeiting the | 


* 


coin, for inſtance, though charged with high treaſon, is not en- 
ritled to a copy of the indictment or to a liſt of the witneſſes, nor 
is it neceffary that the fact ſhould be proved by two witnefles; 


nor is counſel allowed to ſpeak in behalf of the priſoner, except 


a queſtion of law ſhould ariſe. The ground for this diſtinction, 


Mr. Adam ſaid, was, that the latter kind of treaſons did not work 
a corruption of blood, or a forfeiture of the eſtate: of the part) 


convicted; and as the puniſhment was the leſs ſevere, ſo the 


aids allowed to the accuſed for making his defence were allo W 
leſs. Mr. Adam laboured to ſhew that the diſtinction did not 
apply to the acts which were to be made treaſon-by the preſent 


bill; for they were ſuch as might be; conſidered as coming with. 
in that branch of the ſtatute of the 25th: of Edward 2 
5 PHP 7 f . . 4 ö 
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relative to adhering to the King's enemies,“ and conſequently 


a perſon brought to trial upon the preſent bill was, in point, of 
reaſon, entitled to all the aids which were allowed by law to * | 


fons making their defence againſt a charge of high treaſon. 

theſe aids, it ſeemed, were to be denied under the prefent bill, 
far this reaſon, that it was not to work corruption of blood, or 
forfeiture of eſtate; but the reaſon did not appear to him to be a 
ſound one, for the Houſe muſt know, that by the th of Queen 
Anne it was enacted, that corruption of blood and forfeiture. of 
eſtate ſhould no longer be the conſequence of a conviction of 
high treaſon, after the death of the then pretender to the crown. 
By the 17th of George IT. the period when corruption of blood 
and forfeiture ſhould no longer attach upon treaſon, was removed. 
to a more diſtant time, and was to take place at the death of the 
two ſons of that pretender. One of theſe, it was well known, 
had died a few years ago; the other, who was the Cardinal of 
York, was an aged perſon, and at his death, which could not, in 
the courſe of nature, be very diſtant, all corruption of blood and 
forfeiture for high treaſon were by law to ceaſe in England; and 
jet aiter that period a perſon accuſed of high treaſon would be ſtill 


entitled to all the aids which he had already mentioned; ſo that 


it could not be ſaid that thoſe aids were allowed by law, merely 
becauſe the corruption and forfeiture of eſtate were conſequenges 
of a conviction on a charge of high treaſon. Mr. Adam argued 
+ long time to ſhew that there was no analogy between the act 
of counterfeiting the King's coin, and, for inſtance, remitting 
money to France during the preſent war; it was true, he ſaid, 
that, after the paſſing of this bill, theſe two acts would in law 
mount to high treaſon, yet the latter alone could be faid to par- 
take of the nature of treaſon, as it argued an adhering” to the 
King's enemies; and the former was allowed by all able law 
wthorities to be rather a ſpecies of fraud, and what was called 
the cramen falſe, than high treaſon ; and to have been called trea- 
lon only becauſe it was an act in which the public had a con- 
cm. As, therefore, theſe treaſons differed widely in their na- 
ture, a diſtinction, he contended, might well be expected in the 
ads to be allowed to perſons indicted as the means of their de- 
fende. On theſe grounds it was that he moved for leave to 
bring up a clauſe, 1 
who ſhould be tried under this act the indulgence allowed by 
the th of William the Third, and the 5th of Queen Anne, to 
perſons accuſed of high treaſon under the 25th of Edward III. 
The ATTORNEY GENERAL oppoled the admiſſion of 
the clauſe : he ſaid it went to open a very wide diſcuſſion in- 
ied, namely, whether all thoſe aids, which the Learned Gen- 
beman had enumerated, as granted by law to perſons accuſed of 
bs K k 2 e high 
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high treaſon,” ſhould alſo be allowed in caſes/ of felony; for 
though counterfeiting the King's coin, for inſtance, was in name 


high treaſon, it was, as to its effects upon the blood and property 
of the convict, no more than felony. He faid, he had not ex. 
pected that, when the preſent bill reduced the penalty of high 
treaſon,” with reſpect to perſons offending againſt it, to that 
which was enaCted merely againſt felons, a charge ſhould be 


brought, that it a jor them to hardſhips from which they 


ought to be relieved; if the propoſed relief was proper in this 


caſe, he ſaw no reaſon why it ought not to be extended alſo ta 


all thoſe who ſhould hereafter be accuſed of felony. 


Mr. FOX expreſſed his ſurprife that the Learned Gentleman 
| ſhould have confounded two things, which in their nature were 


widely different. A copy of the indictment, a liſt of the wit- 
neſſes, and the aid of ' counſel in matters of fact as well as law, 
were allowed to perſons accuſed of high treaſon, but not to per- 


ſons accuſed of felony; the reaſon of the difference was obvious; 
proſecutions for felonies were uſually. brought by private indi- 
viduals, who could not be ſuppoſed to have any extraordinary in. | 


fluence with either judges 'or juries : but. profecutions for high 
treaſon were always brought by the crown; the aids, therefore, 
which the law allowed to perſons accuſed of treaſon, were ſo 


many ſhields given to him to defend himſelf, and prevent him 


from being overborne by the weight, or influence, or paſſions, of 


the chief magiſtrate or his miniſters. Theſe ſhields muſt of 


courſe, on this principle, be as nece in. the proſecution on 
the preſent, as in one of the 25th of 
both caſes it would be carried only by the public accuſer at the 
command of the crown. It was Kf 

Cardinal of York all treaſons would be preciſely on a level as far 
as they affected the inheritable quality of the blood, and the 


property of the perſon convicted; what a, miſerable thing then 


mult it be to ſay, that in a proſecution for an act done againſt 4 
the preſent bill, a man ſhould be refuſed the copy of his indict- 


ment, and the other aids allowed by law in caſes of high trea- 
ſon; merely becauſe the aged Cardinal of York had not yet paid 


the debt of nature. He was glad, he ſaid, that the penalty un- 


der this bill was not to be greater than that to which perſons 
were ſubjected who were convicted of counterfeiting the great 
ſeal; but on the other hand he feared that this ſ-eming lenity 


was not what it appeared to be, the child of mercy; he appre- | 


hended that its object was to facilitate the conviction of the ac- 
cuſed, by taking the means of defence which he might claim 


from him as his right, if the bill left the enumerated acts with- | 


in the ſtatutes of the 25th of Edward the Third. Theſe acts 


| mies, 


might be conſidered as proofs of an adherence to the King's enc- | 
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6 ie and conſequently came within the ſpecies of treaſon on 
1 auch of ens blood attached; but by claſfing them under 
yr head of treaſons which did not operate a corruption of blood 

* he framers of the bill had contrived to take from the accuſed 
h he means of defence, under the appearance of lenity, He ſaid 


le ſhould on the third reading of the bill have another oppor- 
tunity of oppoſing its principle, a principle which would appear 
mewhat leſs tyrannical if the propoſed clauſe was admitted, 
but which muſt be ſtill more odious if it was rejected, 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEOUER. ſaid, that 
harſh as was the epithet which the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man had beſtowed upon the bill in the laſt part of bis ſpeech, it 
would not make a the impreſſion upon thole who would 
recolle&t that the Rig t Honourable Gentleman had admitt 
that ſome of the acts enumerated in the bill might be faid to 
ome within that branch of high treaſon deſcribed by 5 25th 
« Edward the Third, under the head of adhering to the King's 
enemies: the principle of the preſent bill went to puniſh ſuch 
rerſons as ſhould: adhere to his Majeſty's enemies; and therefore 
ould not, on that head, be called tyrannical. The reaſon, he, 
fad, why a copy of the indictment was allowed in caſes of high 
teaſon, and not in thoſe of felony, was this, that without it the 
perſon accuſed of treaſon could not poſſibly know how to defend. 
linſelf; for the warrant of commitment ſtated. no more than 
hat the party committed had imagined the King's death, or had 
ahered to his enemies, or had levied war upon him; it was in 
be indictment only that the overt act was ſet forth, which was 
auced as a proof of the treaſonable intention of the perſon ac- 
ule: but in caſes of felony the ſpecific act or crime was ſet 
oth in the warrant of commitment; and therefore the party 
had not the ſame occaſion for a copy of the indictment. As to 
lie aid of counſel, it was not denied in proſecutions even. for fe- 
ny; for as often as a queſtion of law aroſe, the priſoner was al- 
bred to be heard upon it by his counſel. Were counſel to be 
byed to ſpeak on matters of fact in trials of felony, and were 
wes of indiEtments granted ten days before trial, it would be ab- 
blutely impracticable to execute the criminal law of the country. 
With reſpect to the granting the accuſed a liſt of the witneſſes 
In all caſes, it would be of little uſe to him, as a liſt of ſuch a 
ud of witneſſes might be ſent to him as would render it im- 
vidle for him, with all the aſſiduity of his friends, to enquire 
to their characters in the ſpace of ten days. 
Mr. FOX in explanation faid, that he was well aware that in 
tes of felony the accuſed had a right to be heard by his counſel 
a queſtions of law, but it was not on ſuch queſtions only that 
le adrice of counſel might be neceflary ; and — the Right 


Hou. 


Inti h %. 8G AI. 23% 
counſel | againſt certain enactments of the bill, was read; : 11 
Mr. Pggott was heard at the bar as counſel on behalf of the 1 
petitioners after the counſel had been ordered to withdraw, 1 
Mr. Curwin roſe to aſk whether any thing had fallen from the Fs 
wunſel which would induce gentlemen on the other fide of the 

Houſe to propoſe a clauſe for the purpoſe of remedying the in- 
wnveniencies complained of by the petitioners? To which no 
nſwer being given, he ſaid he meant himſelf to propoſe ſuch a 
chuſe, but that it would require ſome time to adjuſt a proper 
rrovifion for that effect. en enn 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL obſerved, that there was 
ro queſtion before the Houſe, and he would therefore move, that 
the bill do pass. FR OR. W 

Mr. FOX ſaid, that it was a ſtrange piece of farce and 
nockery to allow counſel to be heard, and afterwards in fo ex- 
ordinary a manner to preſs a motion for paſſing tlie bill, with- 
wt allowing any time to prepare a proper clauſe for remedying 
the inconveniencies complained of by the petitioners, a" to 
onfider and debate whether or not ſuch a clauſe ought to be ad- 
mitted. 9 „ % 36 „„ ö 7 | . i 9 5 R 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER faid, that 
none of the gentlemen on the oppoſite ſide had ſtated what was 
the nature of the clauſe which was intended to be propoſed ; 
chic t, 469 e wh. 0 þ . 

Mr. CURWIN mentioned that he meant to propoſe, that 
rain, of the produce of America, fent to this cm for orders, 
$ to a proper market, ſhould be allowed to be diſpoſed of in 
face; and that ſubjects of this country ſhould be permitted to 
ure American produce, from thence to this country, and from 
xe to market, out. 157-3500 +1116 ee 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſpoke, with ſome warmth, 
tthe terms farce and mockery which had been made uſe of by 
ght Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox); and aſked, whe- ' 
ter that Right Honourable Gentleman had any peculiar privi-"" 
ge to uſe expreſſions of ſuch aſperity He had no doubt that 
de Right Honourable Gentleman, as well as himſelf, acted 
tm what he conceived to be the line of duty, and they were v 
v in the judgment of that Houſe; and of the public. 

Mr. FOX faid, that he had unqueſtionably no privilege to 
ul ny words which might not with propriety be made uſe of 2 
0 my other Gentleman; but it was a liberty which he had al- 
has taken, and would ever continue to take, to reprobate pro- > 
Mitions which appeared to him 3 in ſuch terms as ap- 
jad to him ſuited to the degree 1 attached to | 
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| | Mr. VAUGHAN ſtated, that he had dran up a clauſe fo 
che purpoſe of obviating the inconveniencies complained of by 


| itioners, and moved that it be added to the bill. On 
by. i SPEAKER ſtated, that .before any debate could take | — 
place upon the clauſe, it was neceſſary that it ſhould be in. p ar 
on Tie CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER fad. that A jut . 
che object of the propoſed clauſe was by no means a new ſubject ley; 
of diſcuſſion in the preſent bill. The great objet of the bil ayer 
undoubtedly was, to prevent any perſons reſident in this countr * 5 
from ſending any articles to France which may be uſeful to our * 0 
enemies; — of all the prohibited articles, perhaps corn was the — 
moſt material; and therefore the propoſal now made would, in | kom | 
fact, go to do away the whole of the bill, in the moſt material mig 6 
part of it: he could ſee no good ground for the delay, and would — _ 

ue his negative to it. ö 

; ae F X thou . obſervance of forms eſſential, and that to — 
it would be derogatory to the dignity. and juſtice of the Houſe, * 2 
firſt to hear counſel, and then to proceed to paſs the bill without 2 
affording any opportunity of deliberating as to the propriety of ee 
acceding to the requeſt of the petitioners : In order to give ſuch * 

nity. he would move, that the Houſe ſhould adjourn, * 
The Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had ſaid, that the * 
5 ET clauſe would totally countera® the intended and ayowed e. 
operation of the bill; he thought quite the reverſe, and that _ 
there would be leſs probability of the French being ſupplied with er 
American corn, if that corn were ſent firſt here, than by its _ 
being. ſent directly from America to France, or in an 1 3 
mode. If the Right Honourable Gentleman was right in what —— 
he had juſt ſaid, it ought to have operated againſt allowing ooun- p e 
ſel to be heard, but after hearing counſel, juſtice and conſiſtency os 
required that they ſhould deliberate on the propriety of granting _ 
or refuſing the requeſt of the petition ;—in what view _ * | 7A 
delay of one day be ſo material? Could any body fay, - in = 
the preſent circumſtances, ſo ſhort a delay could de in any 7 151 N 
material? Hitherto, in the progreſs of the preſent bill, _— nur 
been gained by the delays which had taken place; every de ul ae 
had been beneficial, . becauſe ever delay oy or ror 1 ana, 
bighly ſalutary to the public, For his part he could _ ju A ending 
of the intentions of gentlemen: from their actions, and en 1 Wh 
faw a ſhort adjournment, in order to fit in Eaſter week, - ner N 
not help diſcovering, under ſuch conduct, à wiſh that = by ow 
ſhould. be carried through, with a thin attendance in the oa ind dt 
and that it ſhould eſcape inyeſtigation as much 1 * e be "pa 
which indeed he was not ſurpriſed. He concluded with n 1 — 


Vor. 


11 
{6 n adjournment, which, upon the queſtion being put, was nega- 
Ye without 2 diriſon- „ 
On the queſtion that the bill do now paſs, 3 
bo Mr. CUR WIN: ſtated, that N had occurred, in the 
1. p els of the bill, which could induce him to alter the opinion 
fad at firſt: formed, that its principles were contrary to the 
hat juſt and true principles both of criminal law and of found po- 
& bey; he could ſee. no exiſting neceſſity for any extenſion of the 


to the ſeveral-clauſes in their order, and adverted particularly to 
that part of the ſirſt clauſe which makes intention criminal, al- 


ſtrous partiality exhibited in the ſame clauſe, which a man 
might enter into the moſt extenſive contract for ſending woollen 
cloth to France, but if he ſhould happen to wrap up along with 
any parcel of it only a dozen pairs of ſhoes, he would be liable 
to be tried and executed: for treaſon—and the danger of depriving 


the acts of King William and Queen Anne.—He concluded 
with ſaying, that he conceived the bill, from the begreming, to 
be totally unneceſſary, and only intended to continue the 
which had been previouſly raiſed. | 
Mr. LAMBTON begged to aſk of gentlemen on the other 
ſde, whether the furniſhing the French with cloth for cloathing 
their army, was not in the ſtricteſt ſenſe aiding and comforting 
his Majeſty's enemies? and whether it would be ſafe for a mer- 
chant in Leeds or Halifax to ſend woollen cloth to France to be 
uled in cloathing the French army, in caſe the preſent bill ſhould 
paſs into a law, and that woollen cloth ſhould not be one of the 
prohibited articles enumerated in it? | 1 | 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER ſaid, that 


1 25 


f this was a matter which had been already diſcuſſed, and was fo- 
c gn to the only queſtion then before the Houſe.  _. 

n Mr, COURT AY reprobated the general principle and 
e various enactments of the bill in the moſt ſevere terms; and 
d ſlated that the moſt. groſs hypocriſy and deception had been 
y! made uſe of with reſpect to the clothiers in this country, who 
s 


vere placed in a. moſt dreadful. and dangerous ſituation from 
what had paſſed on the diſcuſſion of the preſent bill, if, by 
ending woollen cloth to France, they ſhould be guilty of treaſon, 
under the act of the 25th. Edward the Third. How did this 
xcord with what had been held out on the firſt diſcuſhon of the 
principle of the bill, viz. that it was neceſſary to define in plain 
ad diſtinct terms what ſpecific: acts did conſtitute treaſon. He 
hoped gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe knew their own 
meaning; but to him it was totally incomprehenſible, - - | 
Vol. II. J. 1 : Mr , 
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criminal law. He then proceeded to ſtate ſome of his objections 


though it ſhould not be followed up by any act to the mon- 


perſons tried for treaſons under this act, of the benefits given bß 


arm 
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5 of this 11 81 „ and ſome ſhould fear it did; and therefore 
Embelees ba ad be ruined i in their fortune, rather 
bu J a my 5 Abr ſu I If, on the 


u cher hand, ſome 5 f 1 8 7 ght that as this bil ſpecified cer- 
bat tn article IE of which it prohibited, they might ſafely 
a en thoſe that 998 not ſpecified at all, and afterwards it ſhould 
win but that this Bill id not repeal the 2 Ich of Edward the 
n md, here then they would be entrapped and enſnared by this 
te on into the penialti of treaſon, hat a ſituation was this 
ec, ſr the people of this country to be 185 be ITS poſſibl y to 
wee petialt ic A. of 1 trite, W the po bility nowing what 
WM onititured that Bice. With reſpeck tö the Ulaſts of the bi 

bse were anz of Hherk t Which no man, who had the 1 


feling för His ol treaties, could Agree n Lit 
1. mich i turtzed ee nee word agree, or 
the the * it THR WE ap 1 againſt all 8 "the 


g nalogies of the lau ; and unju 

ol Here Mr. Fox took 10 8 0 f ſeyeral acbb of Parliaine oy as | — 
4s, ended to lluſttate 1854 afg puthent, upon the injuſtice of the 
he dae to ahich he all ded one py bale; for the preyen- 


ion of fraud upon verbal. agreements, provided that no man 
ſhotld be Benin 1 by any evidence given of his having entered 
itto a verbal agreemeht % the ſum amo to more than iol. 
ad the principle of that bill was, that upon all converſation and 
cba commtnication th 48 1 city for the commiſpon of 
xjuy: Any perſon tight rear he heard two perſons agree 
vany ching, ry it might be Silt, perhaps impoffible, to re- 
für that teſtimony, | falſe; therefore bn former occa-' 
fons the wifdom o the illatute had fajd, that no man ſhould” 
e bound by ſuc ae eyond the film of 101. but by this 
bil all ideas 6 juſtice and humanity were abandoned, and og 
endence, which. in a civil ca __ not affect a man's od 
t the amount of 161. Was Here to take away his life —1 
would put any man in che power o We, and all the weft 
wt aſſions; and to pe jury, ſubornation of perjury, and to 
oft infamous praftices.—He could not fee how the 
Yu, could ſubjeck their fellow creatures to ſuch cruel hard- 
ſlips; and hie would fay, that if ſuch a bill ſhould paſs that 
touſe, it muſt cover it with a conſiderable degree of ſhame ; 9 
betefore ſhould! adviſe 9 75 to avail themſelves of the oppo 
wh the laſt they had, of preventing this bill from nn in — a 
lay; indeed; d whole elauſe to w ich he had juſt alluded had, 
en a former octafion, been fo well expoſed, as he need not fo 
af thing further upon the ſubje&t. With reſpect to the clay 
Mich prohibits the purchaſing of lands in France, Mr. Fox aſ- 
gned ſeveral reaſons for ring, it againſt juftice and huma- 


uy, and an inſult up the Ts of parliament—a' fatire upon 
its 


& 


— 


t 
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its ſenſe too—for if an Engliſhman, being in Ireland, buys land 
in France, he is, guilty of no offence whatever, If an Englig. 
man, being in Hamburg, bought lande in France, he v 
half guilty and half innocent; this might eaſily be done hy 
power of attorney, and war his guilt was to be completed 
what was to fill the meaſure of his guilt—fome heinous 2d 
no doubt, ſomething dire and dreadful—returning to his nate 
country! Of all the acts of 7 of all the tyranny and ab- 

ſurdity, that ever diſgraced an act of Parliament in England, 
this he thought the worſt. But this too, as well as many of 
the other proviſions of the bill, had its precedent—a prece- 
dent of the national convention of France in its decree againſt 


the return of emi ants, which made their return to their na- 
tive country death; and the authors of this bill, 2 


* 


with all their late proceedings, actually imitated. the harſhnels 
of the French convention by making it death for an Englih- 
man to return to England. Another part of the bill, which] 
tended to what was called the facility of conviction » was diſcuſſed 
laſt night: he thould therefore be ſhort upon it. The Right 
Honourable Gentleman, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 2 
ſaid it was not [tyranny to, diminiſh the puniſhment of the of: 
fence and to facilitate To conviction of guilt ; furely this was a 
ſtrange principle of legiſlation. Were we to take it for granted 
that all thoe wha toall he n 
principle of the 25th of Edward the Third, he took to be of: 
very different nature, and the acts alſo of King William and 
| r Anne. They were. not for the facility of the convidtiun 
of any body, but for the difficulty of the conviction of the imo. 
cent. And here he could not help again taking notice of the 
ſeverity of the bill in ſubmitting all perſons: to be tried without 
the Atance of a gentleman of the learned profeſſion to addrels 
the jury for them; he muſt ſay, that allowing counſel to ſpeak 
for them appeared to him an important point,—lIt had indeed 
been ſaid that this bill was founded upon the general principle ol 
the laws of treaſon and on the 25th of Edward the Third; 
That was only a pretext, as he had ſaid before. Was the fach 
ſo? Not the leaſt like it. Was it no advantage to a poor man 
in priſon, accuſed of high treaſon, to have a connſel to viſit and 
attend him, and to aſſiſt him in making out his defence? Way 
it of no advantage to a perſon thus accuſed to have a liſt of hi 
jury, before his trial, for peruſal? Was it of no advantage to 4 
perſon ſo accuſed to haye a copy of his indictment ſeveral day 
previous to his being called upon to appear upon his trial? Mag 
it no advantage for ſuch a perſon to have a liſt of the witneſlcy 
to be examined againſt him? Moſt unqueſtionably. it was. All 
theſe were given by the former law of treaſon, and by this bil 
they were all denied. Such was the accuracy of A | 
. | * wig 


«ho defended this bill, as being founded on the former law of 
treaſon. | ; 


lad in anſwer to that obſervation yeſterday, He was the mi- 


of the crown was, in og meaſure, to conduct proſecutions for 
reaſons: and that ſu 

/that a trick. might be played on the priſoner, by ſending him a 
liſt of A ſo numerous that he ſhould not haye time to 


de defeated, was a declaration of a moſt alarming nature to the; 


Auomey General in this country, he hoped there was ſtill ſpirit: 
enough in l to bring him to a proper account for it. If 
there was ſuch. a Miniſter helonging to the crown, he hoped and: 
ruſted there was ſpirit enough in that Houſe to bring him to 


the caſe of the Cardinal of Vork, and anſwering all, the objee- 
tions made to his ſentiments upon that ſubject; he came to on- 
{der again the proviſions of the ſtatute of Edyran che Third, as it 
regarded the evidence to be given againſt the accuſed. Two: 
| point aroſe, upon this conſideration: firſt, the jury muſt be a- 

txhed, upon. the evidence of two witneſſes, of an overt act being 
committed by. the priſoner; ſecondly, they muſt be ſatisfied that 
ſuch an. overt, act was done with a treaſonable intention. In 
this caſe the evidence might be given of the act; but the jury. 
were not called upon by their oath to find the priſoner. guilty. 
merely upon that evidence, they were not neceſſarily bound to 
infer the treaſonable intention. But by the whole of this bill 
one. witneſs was ſufficient to convict, and the jury were not 
called upon by their oaths to infer any intention, and a man 
would be convicted on proof of the act merely. This was a 
deſperate inlet to perjury and malice, and he had too much rea- 
ſon to remember a caſe. which he ſaw at the Old Bailey, not to 
know that there are malicious proſecutions, and thoſe of the 
moſt infamous nature. He had heard it complained of by the 
authors of this bill that they were treated unfairly and with 
harſhneſs, and they had appeared diſpleaſed to hear their bill 


his duty, and muſt call it a Tiberian bill; it was brought in a very 
afferent thing from what it was afterwards made by its authors. 
On complaints being made of its harſhneſs, they feemed to have 
ſaid, * we will bring in a bill to arraign all thoſe who love the 
conſtitution, and even thoſe who have ſhewn the greateſt de- 
ire to ſupport government, and then by taking away ſome 
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Upon the point of the liſt of witneſſes, he ſaid, he 
hoped the Chancellor of the Exchequer had repented of what hs 


nilter of the crown; and it muſt be by his advice the law officer. 


a perſon, in ſuch a fituation, ſhould ſay 
examine it, by which the purpoſe, of an act of Parliament might 


people of this country. — All he could ſay was, he hoped no ſuch! 
infamous tricks would be attempted; but if there was ſuch an 


account for, it. After ſeveral obſervations, upon forfeiture, and: 
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called a Tiberian n be diſpleaſed, but he muſt do 
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purts of it, and infiſting on retaining others, it will a to been arg 
deliberate and tetn perle, and th be Net Will thank * tr . 
moderation, aid 5 eontlude that the parts which are left are WW cisfaRtio 


right.” But Mr. Fox faid, that thoſe WhO could have con- thing for 
ctived ſuch elauſes as there were introduced ifto-that bill, muſt happy mi 


* 


— be in their hearts hoſtile to, or Have heads ignorant of, the if any on 
conſtitution of this country, nor Was their practice on the whole bill N 
ing to be accounted for. The hurfy with which they Were th 
met aftet the holidays, the marinet in which they had proceeded Was the 
in the abſence of ſeveral gentlemen of the learn 3 4 and whole ol 
— of a Lerne and 'Honoutable Friend of his (Mr. violable. 
Fire), whöſe talents and exertibns 915 the ſubject which the libert 
be cbuld net he preſent at? did im the Higheſt moet the ſomethin 
Dates tb Which the authors of the bill Mel 1 iven, itr commit ſafety of 
rhenti, fe-cbmitments, and; above a, 3 8e Oda ah anxiety ſubject o 
they had diſedvertd to proven the diſcuffon from being bad bill, 
bebe; all indicated à confeicuſneſß of the improp ar the fore to w 
meuſufè alto — nf oh wa Ur was a maf to the alt 
 injut© the e oh hor rip ly of that regulatio! 
Heede. If 90 0 6 be a i dif — to the age in which we Wl contenp! 
lived. After ſeveral other cbt 00 he eonclude with giving lice, and 
ths motzon his decided negative. S T3: 
: BURKE commenced his ſpeech with an wonical attack ture, aga 
M. Erne, hb is at pteſent abſent on the circuit. He of the na 
luamented his abſerice einen, he faid, as His great legal know. e funda 
lege weld have ilfomined the fubſect of debate. Ffe had, how: WI ue ur 
ever, the Right Honourable denten Ho ; tranſmitted his to harmo 
afguitients to Mr. Fox, and the Houfe would concur in opinion = 
ed, 


108 of P 
the bar, 
the moſ] 
nation. 

the act | 
of which 
This 20 
preſent, 
our ance 


with him, that the ideas of che Learned ne oo wi 
ſafer by the eloquence of che Right Honburable Member who 
bud ſpokeh Taft. The Ledrmed Gentleman was now * = 
ni6watains of Wakes, and the Houſe muſt lament that t 

atlas of the law was not preſent, to prop, wn hls mighty ou: 
ders, our preſent tottering and falling conſtitution. i admit- 
ted wich Mr. Fox, that wheir ParFramenr was about to meddle 
with or touch the frame of our ne! that it ought to 
be done with a tender hand, particufarly that part of the law 
that related to treaſon. He 2 aware, 1 in expanding the + 
las on this ſubject at preſent in forte, that Parliament may ren- 
der itſelf obnoxwons to the p ple, ant the conſtitution may be 
deſtroyed.— But before theſe p were allbwyedl to the op- 
poſers of the bill, it was neceffafy"to' examine into the ftate of 
the country with reſpect to France, wittr whom the was at this 
moment at war. He conceived chat Hex princi | ti the clauſes 
of the bill were cofigenial to the ſtrict ſpirit of our conftitution,, 


N no meu ininiitaF to Bbetty ef the fuljech:- hs 
been 


5 


unn 3. GRN A4. on 


ben argued that the bill was prejudicial to boch one and the 
her, but theſe arguments he had no doubt ef confuting to the 
ſatisfaction of the Boats: The conſtitution, he defined, as a 


happy winture of the legiſlative and judicial: ſyſtem. Ede aſked 
if any one of its component parts' was infringed by the prefon 
dil No. Was the court of King's Bench injured? —Ng. 


Was the Houſe of Commons affailed ? — No, no, no. The 
whole of the conſtitution remained entire, ſecure, and in- 


the liberty of the ſubject. Every law made de novo takes awa 
ſomething of the liberty of the ſubject, as neceffary to the 
ſafety of the community.—If the bill took away more than the 


bad bill, and ought to be rejected. There were two points there 
fore to which gentlemen ſhould direCt their attention. Namely, 
to the alternate ſituation of the country in peace and war. The 

regulation for both, he maintained, muſt be ever kept in the 
contemplation of a wiſe legiſlator. There muſt be a peace po- 
lice, and a war police. T5 enjoy peace, is to obey. In time of 
var, the ſecurity of the public mult be the object of. the legi 

ture, againſt the enemies of the country. Therefore, the police 


be fundamentally different. who maintain the reverſe, 
ague wrong; for though the police differs, it ought in all caſes 
to harmonize with the = of the country. As long as the law 
does this, there can be no rational objection made to it. He 
niſted, that the bill in queſtion was framed, was juſtified by 
as of Parliament, paſſed in the beſt of times, when the church 
the bar, and the ſenate, were diſtinguiſhed for poſſeſſing ſome of 
the moſt moral, the moſt wiſe, and the moſt juſt men in the 
tation. | In proof of this, he inſtanced the 21ſt of Edward ITE 
tie act of William, and the 5th of Queen Anne; the latter 
« which was read by the clerk, at the requeſt of Mr. _— 
This act, he ſaid; was a ſufficient precedent to authoriſe 1 
pelſent, and he had no apprehenſion in oppoſing the wiſdom of 
ur anceſtors to the ingenuity of Mr. Fox. They had found 
neceſſary to make a retroſpective act like the preſent, and 
made it high treaſon for any perſon in this country during the 
War with France to take even a paſſage in a veſſel bound to 


let had been brought into Parliament, on which there way 
ta lingle diviſion, It was brought in the 12th of Janua 
194-5, and paſſed both Houſes the-8th of March; and the on! 


thing formed of ſeveral bodies, re g in all parts by a 
J 


Were the Lords, in their judicial capacity, attacked? No. 


violable. It was childiſh, he ſaid, to ſay, that it took ont | 


ſubject ought fairly to forfeit for the general good, then it was 4 


& the nation, in the time of 7 and the time of war, muſt 
Thoſe 


kt kingdom. During the battle of Blenheim, a bill to that 


Urence was, that the Lords, not thinking it ſtrong nee = | 
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ARI. 
added ſome ſtrong amendments, which were approved of, and . * 
paſſed the Commons. Mr. Burke then continued to day * 
many nice diſtinctions between the making the intention ni delt 
an agreement criminal, and laboured to prove that the intention he * 
was criminal with reſpect to high treaſon. He ſaid, the preſent 
iod bore no analogy to the times when theſe acts were paſſed, oj * 
r then we had not to encounter thoſe deſperate Jacobine faction, 1 F 
that would deſtroy that love which we owe our country, thi Th | 
would ſap our morals—eſtrange us from our allegiance — deſtroyf 6 H, 
our virtuous habitudes, and call thoſe narrow and confined po La 0 
liticians who would opppoſe their abominable doctrines. In * 8 
theſe ſentiments they were ſupported, he ſaid, by that mother . 4; 
of miſchief, the London Correſponding Society. He though 
it was the buſineſs of the Houſe to recall the regards of the pool. nen 
ple to that dear relation called their country, and to reſiſt by al b den 
means that ſyſtem of fraternization, and that curſed French bei fab; 
malady, that was ſpreading faſt from one end of the world to thi for 7 
other. Much had been faid of the commerce of the countij we \ he 
ſuffering TH corn prohibition, and the clauſe to prevent in 4 wy 7 
ſurance. Jo this argument he would reply, that it was ou wr 


Mr. FC 
Noble Le 
id not o 
leland. 

land, but 
reltians en 
between 
lordſhip d 
objectiona 


commercial connection with France that had injured the reli 
gion, the honour, and the purity of the people of this, as well a 
other nations; and when this was the caſe, he was of opinio 
that the commerce of the country was but a ſubordinate con 
ſideration. He ſaid he had no doubt that this temporary ſuſper 
lion of our commerce was not looked on as a grievance, whe 
com to the miſchiefs that muſt ariſe from expunging thol 
clauſes; and he had not a doubt but our manufacturers woul 
cheerfully ſubmit to a ſuſpenſion of their profits, rather than ha 


thoſe parts of the bill relinquiſhed. There was another matte 9. 
to which he imputed the progreſs of the French malady in Ha be export 

, in Switzerland, in the Netherlands, and, in ſhort, througil "A | 

| out Europe, and that was dealing in the funds; the clauſe there end 3 
fore that was framed to prevent this was wiſe, and would pro The Hc 


ſalutary in the extreme. He did not think, he ſaid, that tv 
wiyes were better than one, neither did he approve of thoſe do 


trines of fraternization that made us natives of two countrie eſolr 
The prohibition of trade with France was alſo: wiſe.—If it we aua! 15 
not ſo, we ſhould have ſome avaricious man ſay. to that count "i in f 
—* Here is fine powder, and choice hard balls bere are daf dance b 


gers ſharp and ſtron —you know Jam your brother, a 
there can be no ſwindling. Here now, here is an admirab 
% ball that will ſhoot your king, if his parental affection for 
« people leads him to the field of battle—here this ſtrong po 
7 der will carry this ball home to the heart of the Duke 


: (46 Y ql 
F . 2 * - 


Ordered 
Lords and 


Yor, II 


Irn 9, 1793. 
Vork and 3 * ſharp 5 will diſpatch his 
8 brother. After this eccentric 28 5 Mr. Burke made 2 
{x deſultory obſervations, and conclu 
the motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

Mr, FOX faid, that there was not a ſingle precedent for the 


Mich the Right Honourable Gentleman alluded, : 
Mr. BUK E made no repl ply. 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER foiled 
the Houſe that the Dutch had taken the ftart of us in making 
* ſunilar to that which was the object of the preſent 


thoſe who lay in wait, miſchievouſly mentioned in the debate, and 
uch mention was calculated, in his mind, for no good purpoſe. 
He knew that Now nine out of ten of the Iriſh were mn 
hal ſubjects. He was convinced that they would esl 

15 of the ſame nature as that at preſent before the Hon, 
yhich he had no doubt would be a comfort to the Right Ho- 
wurable Gentleman who had mentioned them in debate. 

Mr. FOX remarked that he was totally miſrepreſented by is 
Noble Lord; who, if he did not, ought to have known that he 
bd not object to the bill in its preſent ſhape,” as legiſlating for 
Ireland, bill, as- it N ſtood, was adapted to 1 
lud, but the parts that related to that country were on his f 
ens expunged. By this means the jealouſy that muſt ſu i 
tween the two countries was removed, and he hoped his 
mens did not mean to ſay that thoſe were way who had the 
ojctionable parts e th: 
At MONCEK TON ( Member for Stafford) dopafel the bill. 
te declared that Mr. Pitt had introduced the clauſe to prevent 


© 
— 


—— 
— 


fenerous, as it was to vex Mr. Sheridan, againſt whoſe conſtiy 
ſents and his it particularly militated, 
The Houſe divided, 
Fe A the bill paſſing — 1 154 
gainſt it 

Reſolyed, Thb the title of the bill be, << WM at tn 
kctually to prevent, during the preſent war between Great Bri- 
tin and F rance, all traiterous correſpondence with, or aid or 
iltznce being given to, his Majeſty's enemies.” 

Ordered, 8 Mr. Attorney Genel do carry the bill to tho 
lord, and Gig their mens. 
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by giving his aſſent to 


dhectionable parts of the bill in any one of the various acts to 


ar CARHAMPTON obſerved, that Ireland had been, by 


be exportation of ſhoes and hoots, through motives not the ay | 
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"HOUSE OF LORDS. | 


FEBRUARY. I 
» HASTINGS' 8 TRIAL. : 


Maroc to. the 18h. 


ble 18, 19, 20, 21, at 22. 4 
n HASTINGS'S TRIAL. 4 
Adijourned to the 28. 
In a committee of privileges, adopted tho h deliveret 
the judges, that the certificates of the qualification of cert 
Lords were good, notwithſtanding their bearing date two day 
prior to the day on which their Lordſhips nen * taking 
the neceſſary oaths. 
| Rejected the vote of Lord Belhaven as bad. 
Found the vote of Lord Napier | 
Rejected the vote of Lord Newark as bad. | 
Found the ſubſcription of Lord Kinnaird, written by inad 
vertence Kinnoul, a good ſubſcription, and ſuſlainel bi i 


yote 
The order of the day being read, and the Houſe having g ; 
into a committee on —— divorce bill, on the queſtia 


EARL 
tend on 
ff the Jet 
hich He 
And alſ 
With 1 
gal, or pr 


us of Ba 


A few. 
wurt's adj 
= H/ 
great fo 
4 

ented le 

kath of | 
mnciples « 
ated any « 


r the | 


es put, that the clauſe baſtardiſing the ine ſtand 'part of th ah | 
bi n finiſhe 
LORD THURLOW objected ſtron gly to the choke, as inounced. 

volving the moſt important rights of parties, who had no oppo ich wer 


tunity of being heard in their defence. Mr. BU 
The DUKE of NORFOLK ſpoke on the fame fide. bring th 
LORD VISCOUNT STORMONT differed from the IB 
Noble Lords; and tho ugh he by no means thought that a claul 
of that kind ought to be at upon ſlight evidence, yet h 
certainly approved of it where the evidence of the baſtardy v 


ſo complete, direct, and poſitive, as to exelude the poſbil 10 0 The Ki 
reaſonable ſuſpicion. The Lo 
The LORD, CHANCELLOR was entirely of the (a der had f 


opinion with the Noble Viſcount, and thought the 'circunW. Houſe 
ſtances of the preſent caſe as ſtrong as could poſſibly occur, anagers v 
the poſſibility of acceſs was totally excluded, without impead ms made 
ing the characters of the witneſſes. weeeded i 


EARL BATHURST and LORD RAWDON ſpoke unued! 
the ſame ſide: after which the committee divided, LORD 
Contents in favour of the clauſe 5 Ing con 

N on- contents V’ 1” - — | eſt] re 

1 e of his 


FxbRUAR 


j 


"Pediiv de 1 


FARL of KAbxok moved, ( That the proper officer do 
tend on Thurſday fortnight ( March 14) with the inrollment 
the letters patent, under the great ſeal, or privy ſeal, by 


And alſo 
With the inrollment of the letters neut under the x 
zl, or priry ſeal, creating Thomas Viſcount Weymouth 


quis of 


Fraun 27. 


HASTINGS'S TRIAL. 
A few minutes before five o'clock, the uſual time of the 


wurt's adjournin 


geat force and feeling, in which he recapitulated the vafious 
wa which he had fuſtained by a trial of ſuch unprece - 
knted length. He mentioned the loſs he had ſuſtained by the 
Eh of material eviderices. He appealed to the fundamental 
ninciples of the conſtitution, violated in his rfon. He depte- 
ated any other than a legal cloſe to his trial by a judgment. 
r the proceedings on both ſides were finiſhed, all he aſked 
s, that the court bull now fit, day by day, until this charge 
i finiſhed, and after the circuits, until the judgment was pro- 
bunced. There were ſome other points ih the ſpeech, all 
lich were heard with the greateſt attention. 

Mr. BURKE ſaid it was equally the deſire of the Cominbns 
bring this long trial to a coneluſion. 

A meflage was ſent to the Commons that their Lordſhips 
ul proceed to the wia next day at twelve o clock pretifely. 


FeBrvary 28. 


The King came to paſs the lin and ria takes, a 
The Lords were this day punctual to a moment, to the fime 
ler had fixed to proceed off Mr. Haſtingy's trial, but there was 
n Houſe of Commons, although Mr. Burke had ſaid, that the 
anagers were always at their poſts. In half an hour's Houſe 
rw made by the aſſiſtance of the committees, and Mr. Burke 
weeeded in the croſs examination of Captain Williams. This 
mtinued until the Peers retired in» expectation of his Majeſty. 

LORD STANHOPE, during, their abſence, made very 
Wong complaints as to the delay 1 in the ctoſs examination, and 


neſtly recommended it to the Chancellot to follow the exam- 
0 of his predeceſſor in . - the queſtions, FS —_ 
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hich Henrietta — Falteney was — Baroneſs of Bath, | 


= A ASTINGS. roſe, and addrefſed the court in-a Hecels 


[> wy £4 T3 
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much of the #ubb;/þ which filled this day's evidence would be 
prevented in future. | 5 
At four the Lords returned; and Mr. Burke by half paſt &ye 
had finiſhed his examination of captain Williams, who was very 
clear and diſtinct in all he depoſee t. YG 
Mr. SHERIDAN roſe, and begged to offer a propoſition to 
the counſel, by way of ſhortening the proceſs. This was, that 
they might ſtate in what manner they meant to ſhew that all 
the facts ſtated by Captain Williams had reached Mr. Haſtingz, 
which if they could ſhew, it would prevent him from going 
into any further craſs examination. He deſired to take this op- 
portunity of ſaying what he had intended to ſay, if the court had 
not adjourned yeſterday when he roſe to addreſs them. Mr. 
ridan faid, 8 though, in diſcharge of his publie duty, he 
ould do his utmoſt to ſupport the preſent charge, yet he muſt 
confeſs that every ſyllable uttered by Mr. Haſtings yeſterday 
et with his full and complete approbation. He was eonvinced 
t the gentleman at the bar bad avaty right to complain of the 
intolerable, and unprecedented hardſhips which he had ſuſtained 
in the prolongation of his trial; nor did the evil ſtop even here; 
the nation would be diſgraced, and the very term impeachmen 
rendered contemptible throughout Europe, 'if means were not 
taken to cloſe this trial in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion, and 
Whether juſtly or not, its delay would be imputed to parties 
whom he did not chooſe to name in that place; After muc 
more to this effect, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he looked upon a 
the evidence given by Captain Williams as. irrelevant, unleſs i 
could be proved that all which he had ſtated was communicate 
to Mr. Haſtings. The counſel replied, and the Chancellor en 
tirely coincided with them. Mr. Plomer read an obſervatiot 
from the managers in the firſt of the trial, that events uni 
verſally talked of muſt be preſumed to have come to the know 
ledge of Mr. Haſtings. The court chen roſe, and meets agail 
to-morrow at twelve o'clock preciſely ; when the further crols 
examination of Captain Williams is to be continued, and the 1 
maining evidences in this article to be examine. 


Marcy t. 
_ _ HASTINGS'S TRIAL. 
Manch 2. 
„ uUasrixcs's TRIAL. 
Adjourned the trial to the 12th of April. 


Houſe adjourned to March 4. 
| | | 8 Max 


point 


— 


Nauen 14, 10. % RAI. uf 


| Wee Manch 4. e 
In a committee of privileges on the Scotch election petitions, 
ame to a reſolution, That Lord Caithneſs is entitled to the 


« earldom of Caithneſs, but reſerve the conſideration how far 


« the vote given by his Lordſhip at the laſt election ought to 
« he ſuſtained.” The committee then adjourned the further 
conſideration of the petitions to Monday next (March 11). 

e Mann 5. 3 

LORD RAWDON preſented a bill for the relief of perſons 
impriſoned for debt. . ä | 

| 4 Manch 6. 

LORD GRENVILLE brought a meſſage from the King, 
ſtating, that his Majeſty having judged it neceſſary to employ 
part of his Electoral troops in the defence of his allies the States 
General of the United Provinces againſt the invaſion of the 
French, had thought it proper to communicate to that Houſe the 
lep he had taken, and truſted to their Lordſhips approbation of 
a meaſure neceſſary for the protection of his Majeſty's allies, and 
to their ſupport in enabling his ee to provide for the main- 
tenance of theſe troops whe employed in ſuch ſervice. $: 

Lord Grenville moved that his Majeſty's meſſage be taken 
into conſideration to-morrow, and that their Lordſhips be ſum- 
moned,—Ordered. 1 „ 

Mack 7. | OS 

The Houſe, according to order, proceeded to take into con- 

fideration- his Majeſty's meſſage, and after a few words, Lord 


Grenville moved, that an humble addreſs be preſented to his 


Majeſty, to return his Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe for his 
moſt gracious meſſage, and to aſſure his Majeſty that this Houſe 
will moſt readily concur in ſuch meaſures as may enable his 
Majeſty to proſecute, in the moſt eſſectual manner, the juſt and 
neceſſary war. 5 Yi N "TENT 

The faid addreſs was ordered to be preſented to his Majeſty by 
the Lords with white ſtave s. 

Manch 8. 
No debate. Adjourned to the 1 Ith. 


Manch 11, 12, and 13. 
No debates. 


es MARCH 14. | 
LORD RADNOR called the attention of the Houſe to a 


point which regarded their honour and dignity, and to what _— 
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peared to him to be an infringement on both, he meant the title 
of Baroneſs of Bath, lately conferred on Laura Henrietta Pulte. 
N Lordſhip maintained, that when the title of Marquis 
of Bath was conferred en Thynne Lord Weymonth, dat pr. 
, cedent creation gave that nobleman an — . — and exelu- 
fave right to that title. He did not mean to diſpute the prero- 
Aid of the crown to create peerages, but when created, it 

ame the duty of their Lordſhips to protect them from in- 
fringement, and to attend to the manner and limitation of the 
excrciſe of that prerogative. He maintained that this was a caſe 
for their Lordſhips attention in that reſpect, and ſupported his 
opinion with arguments of conſiderable length. He concluded 
with moving, that the Houſe do form itſelf into a committee of 
Privileges, to hear counſel on the queſtion, whether the crown 


could lawfully ifſue a patent, conferring a title on any perſon, 


when that title had been previouſly conferred on another? 


The LORD CHANCELLOR oppoſed the motion. He en- 


tered much at large into the nature of patents, and of the royal 
Labs aide to gtant them; and maintained that every thing was 
perfect] beer in this caſe. He maintained alſo, that there 
Mg * rty, was protected by 
ike every other property, was e 
His Lordthip a 
diſſenting from the motion. 
The Houſe divided, for the motion, 
| "Contents. = & 
Net contents 1 | 
LORD RADNOR then moved, that an humble addreſs be 


preſented to his — humbly 77 that his Majeſty | 


would be pleaſed to and annul the letters patent creating 
Laura Henrietta Pulteney Baroneſs of Bath, and that = Ma- 
jeſty.might beſtow upon her any other dignity, or grant her any 
err 3 . 
This queſtion was negatived without a diviſion. © 
Lord Widnes then moved, that their lordfhips do addreſs his 


Majeſty, praying that this caſe ſhould not be made uſe of as 2 


precedent, This was alſo negatived as before.—Adjourned. 
„„ 15. | Ta 
No debate. Adjourned to the 18th. 


Maxcn 18, 19, 20, and 21, 
No debates. N 


drick myſtety in this queſtion, and that this title, 
the courts below. 
many other obſervations, and concluded with 
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Maze 22. 


The oder of the-day for the ſecond reading of = dill for in- 


ene e e eee th! tes exuairy-<E | 


Kent having been read. Pegs Antal? | 

The LORD' CHANCELEOR quining the woolfack, in- 
ery reſpect a private bill, yet it contained provifions which, as 
they were in their nature new, ought” not to be paſſed by with» 
out conſideration; and he thought it his duty to point them out, 
becauſe their Lordſhips not expecting to find any thing of the 
kind in a private bill, might eafily overlook them. It ſeemed 
that the place where theſe tne landed their fiſh was depend - 
ant upon a manor, and their trade was regulated by a manoriat 
jury. Now one of the proviſions of the bill was, that they 


ſhould be empowered, notwithſtanding the ſtatute of Mortmain,- | 


to purchaſe this manor; ſo that after the purchaſe the manoriab 
jury, which was to regulate their trade, would be under: thein 
controul and influence. How far it would be proper to allow 
thole men when incorporated the faculty of acquiring manoriah 


izhts, but particularly ſuch as might influence the deciſions of 
juries upon their on trade, it would be for their Lordſhips 


to decide. Theſe: obſervations did not produce any converſa- 
tion: the bill was read a ſecond: time, and an order was made 
for ſending it to a committee. Two petitions from carporate 
bodies in the city of Worceſter, reſpecting the propoſed: canal 
from Briſtol to Bath, were preſented and read. 7 


5 * 


The DUKE of NORFOLK obſerved, that theſe petitions 
ruck him as unprecedented in the hiſtory: of parliamentary pro- 
cedings, ' for. they did not pray that a bill might or might not 
pas, they did not complain of any injury, or hardſhips, or peti- 
tion for any relief; what: they aſked; was, that ſhould they or any 
other perſons. be hereafter diſpoſed to make a canal for opening a 
communication with the Severn above Briſtol, and carrying it 


on to Worceſter, the proprietors of the canal from Briſtol to 
Bath ſhould be found to conſent to the meafure, and admit ſuch 


new adventurers to join the ſaid: caval; and that a clauſe for that 
urpoſe ſhould be inſerted in the bill actually pending in their 
hips houſe for cutting the ſame, His 6 


race ſaid he was 


{ure that petitions of this nature, reſpecting buts which could 


ſcarcely be ſaid to be ſo much as in contemplation, could not find 
much favour in the eyes of their Lordſhips, who he believed 
dere reſtrained by their ſtanding orders from entertaining them: 
for it was ordered that no perſons ſhould be admitted to preſent 
Kutions reſpecting any meaſure in which they were not per- 
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ino Parliament ſince the beginning of this ſelion. Had the 


parties concerned in theſe canals been appriſed of theſe orders, 


there was no doubt but they would have ſtrictly complied with 
them; and it was no wonder that they were not appriſed of 
em; for what had uſually been done by the Houſe on ſimilar 
occaſions, had been omitted on this, and he preſumed the omiſſion 


was purely accidental. The cuſtom of the Houſe was to cauſe 


copies of all ſtanding orders reſpecting road or canal bills to be 
{ent to the ſheriffs and the clerks of the peace of the different 
counties, to be by them publiſhed in their reſpective diſtricts. 
Had this practice been obſerved on this occaſion no incon- 
yenience could have happened; but as the new ſtanding: orders 
had not been made public, the parties to the canal bills knew 
nothing of them when they applied to Parliament, after having 


conformed to all the ſtanding orders of which they had an 


knowledge at the time. What he had to propoſe: at preſent 
was, he ſaid, that the obſervance of thoſe orders ſhould be diſ- 
renſed with for the preſent ſeſſion. His Grace concluded Ww 
moving, * That the ſtanding orders in queſtion ſhould be ſut- 
pended till the next ſeſſion of Parliament.“ | | 

EARL STANHOPE faid, he did not mean to appoſe the 
motion made by the Noble Duke: when he moved the ſtanding 
ders in queſtion his object was to render a ſervice to the public, 


and not to occaſion expence or inconvenience to individuals. It 


was admitted that theſe orders would be productive of public 


ps and therefore they ought to be enforced; but as it would 
m that they were not yet ſufficiently known to the nation, 
he was willing that they ſhould be ſuſpended till the next ſeſſion 
of Parliament. and then to be in force like all the other ſtanding 
orders. His Lordſhip ſaid, that as he was then upon his legs, 
be would give notice of his intention to move, on ſome future 
ay, another ſtanding order, to this effect, that when any indivi- 
dual ſhould be likely to be deprived of any water in which he 
had an intereſt, by means of a new cut or canal, notice of the 
mended application for an act for making ſuch canal ſhould be 
given to ſuch individual, fo that the perſons intereſted in waters 
ſhould be as fully appriſed of the plan and courſe of every in- 
tended canal, as the proprietors of the lands. He had known 
nſtances in which parties for want of ſuch notice had been ma- 
terially injured. At preſent the ſta orders required that 
notice ſhould be given to land owners; he meant to propoſe on 
lone future day, that it ſhould be neceſſary to give notice to all 
perlons intereſted in the courſe of rivers, ſtreams, mill races, &c. 
He ſaid he was the more earneſt in this, as he had once my 
been the means of injuring ſome perſons of that deſcription. 

canal bill was before Parliament; he had an i 
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7 it at firſt as warmly as he could; but finding : Not 
n be highly prejudicial to individuals by, — 
were intereſted in the waters with which the canal was to be. * | 
ſupplied, he changed ſides, and afterwards as warmly oppoſed the, p on 
The queſtion was put on the Duke's, motion, which wag, * 
carried without e | = 4 8 1 ot P 
The DUKE of NORFOLK next moved that printed copies 0 
of the new ſtanding orders in queſtion ſhould be ſent to the = 
ſheriffs and clerks of the peace of the different counties, e 
LORD GRENVILLE ſaid he did not mean to oppoſe the ubj 
motion; but merely to obſerve that the ſtanding orders did not wy | 
derive their force from publication, and that they would be equally _ s 
binding, though. they ſhould not have been tranſmitted to the 4 
counties: the 7 were bound to know what was paſſing in — 
Houſes of Parliament. YE by Rr 1 
beTe motion was agreed to without oppoſition; and their; 2 : 
Lordihips adjourned to the 25th. | Fam 
1 8 ts Manch 25. ily v 
No debate. 10 good 
F 7 eligible 
75 Manch 26. 4 N . 
5 1 were heard u an appeal from the court of ſe 8 ame 
| . Daer og one ng and other freeholders o — 
the ſtewartry of Kirkeudbright. By the judgment appeal , = wi 
from, the court of ſeſſion had determined, that the appe bad wy 
being the eldeſt ſon of a peer of Scotland, was not entitle ntl 
to be enrolled, or to vote as a freeholder of the ſaid ſtewartiy] — 
although holding and ſeiſed of lands within the rr 3 
tenant in capite of the crown, to the extent required by A bon, 
of Scotland omg 1 qualification. After cou — 
n ordered to withdraw, wh | | ung. 
EAR STANHOPE role, and in a ſpeech of r _ | 
length, entered much at large into the ſubject. He rl — 
the proceedings in the parliament of Scotland, which b — 3 
much reſted upon by the reſpondents, in the caſe of the gry revs 
of Talbot in 1685, and in that of Lord Levingſtone ” 8 "9 king le 
as well as to the decifion of the Houſe of Commons W mag 
Britain in 1708; the two firſt of which caſes, he el | "pak 
not apply to the preciſe caſe in queſtion : and at all 8 vo N 
of them had b&en ſanctioned by any enactment of t . x ok 
tyre, they could not be conſidered to conſtitute law, Xl 3 
bind either the court of ſefſion, or their Lordſhips, I * . 3 
appeal. He had heard it laid down, upon the deciſſon o 


: 111 „b « Scotla 
appeal from Scotland raſpeing nominal and fictitious . = 
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ing Noble and Learned Lord (Thurlow), to e eee 
vho abilities the greateſt deference was due, that a train of deciſions, 
be. en in a court of laſt appeal, were not binding as precedents, 
the WW i; ſuch decifions appeared palpably erroneous ; and in that ſenti« 

 ;:cnt, expreſſed in fo guarded a manner, he perfectly acquieſced. 
as n the preſent inſtance, the judgment of the court of ſeſhon did 

WT ct appear to him to be fou on any principle of ſound rea- 
les ſon; and, unacquainted as he was with legal knowledge, he 
the would not have preſumed to deliver his ſentiments 1n - the 


Houſe, on a ſubject of this kind, if the acts of Parliament on the 
| ſubjet had not appeared to him ſo clear as to be obvious to 
not; eery perſon. His Lordſhip then entered into a detail of acts of 
parlament from 1727 downwards, and concluded with faying, 
that, in his opinjon, the freeholders had done right in ordering 
Lord Daer to be enrolled, and that the court of n had done 
| wrong in altering their judgment; and that he would therefore 
eir move their Lord{hips to reverſe the decree. 


LORD THUR LOW faid, that, were he now conſidering 38 PHE 
this queſtion as a legiflator, he would moſt probably agree en- W 
trely with the Noble Earl who had juſt fat down, that there is P1508 
10 good reaſon why the eldeſt ſons of Scotch Peers ſhould not be | 11 | 


eligible as repreſentatives in the Commons Houſe of Parliament 
of Great Britain, for counties and boroughs in Scotland, in the 
ſame way that the eldeſt ſons of Peers of England are for 
Engliſh counties and boroughs; but nothing could be more 
D than that their Lordſhips 22 ow themſelves to 
upon any idea of legiſlation, when fitting as judges in a court 
of appeal; Rn — it was their duty to — themſelves 
exactly in the fituation of the court from whence the appeal 
comes, and they ſhould not conſider what the law ought to be, 
but what it really is When this caſe came before the court of 
kfion, they found an uniform practice of more than 200 years 
aking its riſe in the act of Parliament of 1587, which eſta- - 
liſhed in fact a new conſtitution in Scotland: by that act, the 
Parliament was made to conſiſt of four diſtinct branches, viz. The 
pelates, the greater barons or lords of parliament, the commil- 
loners from the leſſer barons, and the burgeſſes; and it ſeemed 
v him clear, that the eldeſt ſons of peers were exempred from 
being ſent as commiſſioners to Parliament, which was then con- 
lidered as a burden. In this the matter originated, and when 
tie being choſen as a commiſſioner to Parliament was con- 
idered as a privilege inſtead of being a burden, what was for- 
nerly an exemption. operated then as a difability—his Lordihip 
ſapported this argument by a very learned and accurate explana- 
ton of the ancient acts of Parliament and conſtitutional hiſtory 
« Scotland; and ſaid, that, although fuch would have been his 
ED "NG S opinion 
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opinion as a hiſtorian or antiquarian, upon the meaning of the 
act of parliament of 1587, and on the law as it ſtood at that 
time; yet, had the ſubſequent. practice been different, he would 
have yielded that opinion; but when, on the contrary, he foundit 
ſupported by the uniform and invariable practice of 200 year, 
and by the opinion of every writer on the law of Scotland, when 
he ſaw the proceedings of the parliament of Scotland in 168g 
and 1689, and ſaw alſo the deciſion of the Houſe of Commons 
in 1708, proceeding upon a full hearing, and mature conſidera- 
tion, fo recently ſubſequent to the act of 170), it appeared te 
him that the conſequence would be dreadful indeed to all the 
reſt of the law of Scotland, if their Lordſhips ſhould alloy 

"themſelves, upon any fine ſpun reaſoning, to alter ſuch ei 
bliſhed law. His Lordſhip made many other obſervations, and 
concluded with ſaying, that, on the motion which. had been 
made by the Noble Earl for reverſing this judgment, it behoved 
them to vote, not content. = | 
I The queſtion being put on Earl Stanhope's motion, it w. 
n without a diviſion, and the decree affirmed. 


Manch 27. 


The order of the day was, the ſecond reading of the dehta 
and creditor bill, which had been brought in by Lord Raudot 
on the oth of March. | 15 

His Lordſhip roſe, and ſtated, that he conceived it to be, in 
ſome ſhape, incumbent upon him, when bringing forward 
- meaſure of ſuch importance as the preſent bill, to ſtate to thei 
Lordſhips, in this ſtage of it, the ideas of the neceſſity which call 
for it, and the objects to which it was chiefly directed. It wa 
a matter to which he had paid much attention, and in the ma 
. turing and proſecuting which he had proceeded, not with an ob 
ſtinate pertinacity, but with that ſteady and determined perſe 
verance which naturally reſulted from a conſciouſneſs of acting 
on juſt grounds, and for a laudable and beneficial purpoſe. li 
the courſe of the requiſite preliminary inveſtigations, he h 
no doubt met with many deceptions, from various perſons unde 
impriſonment for debt, who had falſely aggravated the grievance 
of their ſituation ; and ſuch various difficulties and obſtacles ha 
occured, that nothing but a ſenſe of duty could have encourage 
him to perſiſt. His Lordſhip then took notice of the accurate 
laborious, and judicious report made upon this ſubject by th 
committee appointed by the Houſe of Commons, during the /al 
ſeſſion of Parliament ;—on peruſing which, it muſt be matter qq 
conſiderable aſtoniſhment, that miſchief ſo great ſhould have bee 
permitted to exiſt for ſuch a length of time ;—wherever ti4 


committee had drawn any inferences of their own, or * „ 
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ſach which they brought forward were founded on the evidence 
of perſons c in priſons, perhaps ſuch inferences _ to + 
te weighed with circumſpection, and facts ſo authenticated to be 
received with caution; although the evidence of perſons impri- 
ſoned had hardly in any inſtance been taken, with reſpect to 
their own treatment or ſituation: but ſurely. no: ſuſpicion 
could be entertained as to ſuch facts as are aſcertained by the 
production of the ſheriff's books, or by the evidence of the 
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ment for debt to be juſt and neceſſarv, and that they derive their 


jailors. He did not ſay this from meaning at all to apply to this 1 bop 
{et of men what is ſaid by the poet, ; | 43% 

« Seldom the fleely jailor is the friend of man ;” FEY 
on the contrary, he had had the pleaſure to find out many in- Z 4 
ſtances of humanity in jailors, ſome of whom had even given 410 
money out of their own pockets for the diſcharge of pri 4 
confined for ſmall debts—but when it is conſidered that jailors 115 
are more peculiarly led to conſider the laws reſpecting impriſon- 435 


living from the execution of theſe laws, it cannot be ſuppoſed 25 Bl 
that they would be ready, by miſrepreſentations, to exaggerate ; fl 1 
the hardſhip ariſing from them. His Lordſhip faid that the 

preſent bill was not exactly what he ae right, but he had 

tound himſelf obliged to compromiſe with exiſting forms. 

his own mind he could by no means approve of impriſonment 
for a ſimple. debt, unleſs where there was either fraud in the 
contraction of it, or diſhoneſty afterwards, becauſe it was in 
fact inflicting a puniſhment for what was a man's misfortune, 
not his fault, and for the purpoſe of obliging him to do what 
was not in his power. After having ſtated this, his Lordſhip 
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went into a very able and elaborate detail of the infinite miſ- 7 mY 
chiefs ariſing from the law as it now ſtands with reſpect to ar- EW 44 
reſts, which operated in an incredible number of inſtances to the Hy: 
utter ruin of induſtrious manufacturers, artiſts, and labourers, who *+ ll 
ve frequently obliged to anticipate for preſent ſubſiſtence the 1 


earnings of a future day.— In ſuch caſes. _ thing is aſſumed 
againſt the defendant, and he is allowed to adduce no croſs evi- 
dence; no enquiry takes place; and he believed an arreſt was 
often ſued out, not with any intention to proſecute the action. 
but for the purpoſe of extorting a doubtful claim, if not with a 
worſe view: at preſent a Britiſh ſubject may in many ſituations 
be confined for life on the i/e dixit of another, without any juſt 
cauſe ; and though he hoped for the honour of human nature 
that this had never happened, yet it was the duty of the legiſla- 
ture to guard againſt ſuch poſſible evil. But ſuppoſing the credi- 
for really inte to follow up the action, it may frequently be 
welve months before the Fe cole is pronounced; and even 


_ 
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r of the defendant, four 


ſhould a verdict be given in 
months more might elapſe before he could obtain his diſcharye; 
after all which, he would {till be detained, until he ſhould jay 
his gaol-fees, and his attorney's bill. For all this oppreſſion and 
injuſtice he had no remedy whatever, except he equld prove 


malice in the plantiff in arreſting him, which, from the nature of | 


the caſe, was © per impoſſible. His Lordſhip enumerated x 
great varic the moſt cruel hardſhips, aw Soles the law as 
it now 1 and ſaid that his object was to ſhew, that in the 


preſent ſyſtem, the miſchief infinitely overbalances the beneft, 


and that it was both oppreſſive and inadequate to its object: the 
preſent bill was equally careful of the intereſt of the creditor and 
of the debtor ; its ſole obj 


detail, the ſeveral clauſes of the bill, on each of which he made 
ſome obſervations.— The firſt clauſe, which limits arreſts for 


debts to 20]. and upwards, he conſidered as the moſt material 


part of the bill, inſomuch that he believed it would reduce the 
number of imprifonments nearly one half. After having gone 
through the ſeveral clauſes, his Lordſhip faid, that he had no va- 
_ nity in carrying through this bill; whatever credit was due, he 
wiſhed it to belong to the Honourable Gentleman, who, at the 
| head of the committee of the Houſe of Commons, had taken 
ſuch pains to inveſtigate and digeſt the neceſſary materials: he, 
hawever, had conceived it proper that the bill ſhould originate 
in that Houſe, where, in the progreſs of its diſcuſſion, the aſſiſt- 
ance of thoſe learned perſons at the head of the law of thi 
country might be procured. He then gave a ſhort fummary of 
the principal objects of the bill, which he ſtated to be 


x. To prevent perſons from being lightly or capriciouſly 


2. To prevent their being maliciouſſy and unjuſtly detained. 


3. To prevent diſhoneſt debtors- from ſquandering in priſon 


thoſe funds which ought to be applied for the ſatisfachon of their | 


creditors. 


4. To prevent perſons from being dragged to priſon in a ſtate 


of ſickneſs or diſeaſe ; and, | | 
Laſtly, to prevent Britiſh ſubjects from being impriſoned for 

_ indefinite time, without any enquiry as to the juſtice of the! 
ention. 


| His, Lordthip then concluded a moſt able and eloquent ſpeech, 
with ſaying, that he had avoided any application to the feelings | 


of their Lordthips, by any high finiſhed picture of miſery or 
diſtreſs, becauſe he withed not to apply to their paffrons, but to 
their juſtice directed 
length the object of thus bill in 


ſhoul 


was to do juſtice and to prevent 
unneceſſary oppreſſion.— His Lordſhip then went through, in 


by their judgment: — he had ſtated at ſome | 
10 prineiple, and if objections | 


appear] 
The 
read an 
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ſhould occur to any af the particular won there would be 
m opportunity, in the eommittee, to make ſuch alterations as 


night ſeem beſt calculated to follow up the principle of the * 


with propriety and effect. 
He moved that the bill be now read a ſecond time. 


EAR I. STANHOPE ſeconded the motion. high e 
The bill was read without an w 
LORD: RAWDON move 1 — » bile 


the 16th of April.. By that time he lid the judges would all bo 
in town, and the Houſe would have * eit of their 2 


ce, if neceſſary. 
| Manch 28. 


Bills paſſed by commiſſion. Adjourned to the Sth of A 
(on account of the Eaſter holidays). Api 


APRIL 8. 


PAWNBROKERS” BILL, 


This bill was ſent to a committee, of which the bihop o& 
Exeter was the chairman. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR roſe when. the committes 
had come to the clauſe of the bill enjeini * juſtices of the peace 
to accept of neither fee or reward for adjuſting diſputes between 
the pawner and pawnbroker. His Lordſhip CT that the 
dauſe as it ſtood encouraged litigation. The profits of pawn- 
brokers were ſo conſiderable as would admit of their payment of 
ſees for putting magiſtrates to the trouble of hearing their unne- 

ceſſary, perhaps vexatious, contentions with their cuſtomers. - . 

When the pawner excited an ill-founded controverſy, it was 
likewiſe juſt he ſhould in ſome degree ſuffer for the impropriety 
of his conduct. The Lord Chancellor therefore propoſed an 
anendment, the ſcope of which was, that in all diſputes between 


1 


4 * 


the owner of goods pledged and the pawnbroker, the magiſtrates 
ſhould be authoriſed to award reaſonable colts againſt the party 
Hpearing in fault. 8 


The amendment paſſed in the . and the bill being 
read and n to, the Houſe adjourned. 


: APRIL 9. 


LORD GRENVII LE 'brought. a meſſage from the King, 
{Same as that to the Commons this day, which fee.) 


Ordered to be taken into ie, tary. There 


Was no en ; 
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e oh Lo ſecute 

The traiterous correſpondence bill, and ſeveral: private bills, . swoun 

were brought up from the Houſe of Commons, and read a firſt "ih 
2 oy” wy 4 PLA = $3. „ / ae tt... 10 +0 
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EROS t 3 e 

Earl of Mansfield was introduced with the uſual formalities, to adv 
betwixt Earls Fitzwilliam and Carliſle ; and the patent of the and Pt 
Earldom of Mansfield in favour of the late William Ear: Manſ- of int 
field, and in defavit of heirs male of his Body to David Viſcount would 
Stormont {now Earl of Mansfield) having been read by the 


together With his 'writ'- of fammons tc parliament; be I vould 
Lordſhip took the oaths and his ſezede. tained, 
The ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY moved, that the WW induce 


Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter be requeſted to preach before their 
Lordſhips in Weſtminſter: Abbey, on Friday the 19th day of 
Rr | 
2 "MESSAGE FROM THE KING. was 


The order of the day was for taking his Majeſty's meſſage LOI 
into confidefation. . ſhape n 
The me being read, . os, Fo nt The circuml 

LORD GREN VILLE ſaid that, under the preſent circum- France, 
ſtances, he conceived there could be but one opinion in that and it v 
Houſe, in parliament, and in the country, with regard to the thing 3 
vigorous proſecution of the war; and he would therefore, with- niſters a 
out ſaying more, conclude with moving an addreſs to his Ma- France: 
jeſty, which he read, and which was, as uſual,” an echo of the — 

i ? oe kong | „%% [ͤͤ ð M ( onoht 
EARL STANHOPE faid, that he had been one of thoſe YM eatralit 
very few who had uniformly diſapproved” of the preſent war. rernmet 
He hid done fo, becauſe he conceived it to have been unne- beet whi 
ceſlary, and that, by temper and prudent management, it might WW dale) 
have been avoided; he could not, therefore, give his aſſent to li aſſen 
the propoſed addreſs. His Lordſhip ſaid he could not tell whe- i bing: t 
ther there was any truth in the report which had been lately in WW © tbe n 
circulation, that Dumourier had been forced to make his eſcape, Whether 
finding that he was not ſupported by his army in the plans f t tell; 
which he had formed; nor did he reſt any thing on this whether! thought. 
true or falſe; but he begged leave to remind their Lordſhips, vith, wh 
that that ſame Dumourier, in the month of December laſt, had That we 
propoſed the invaſion of Holland, and that the executive council "yu at 
of France, at that time, rejected his propoſal, from a wiſh to ing act 
preſerve peace and a good underſtanding with this country, le propr 
about which they had ſhewn the moſt anxious ſolicitude. (he 
The EARL of LAUDERDALE ſaid, that although be dd_ "red t 
not meant to oppoſe the motion, becauſe now that this country "es, 
is actually involved in war, he agreed that it ought to - our 175 
5 cute 01 
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ſecuted with vigour ; 1 he Et, it neceſſary to explain the 
grounds upon which al ive his concurrence in 
tin for the N b led, that his, Majeſty's 
miniſters would not be td flattered by Pihtrfart 0 
to adviſe his Majeſtysto enter into the gewebt e ate 

and Pruſſians, or to accede to any eambination, On path 
ef interſering in the internal-polity :of France: * if, 
would —— led to lament Wer dee ſul a Bee watt 
country, from an apprehenſion - of the miſchi which 


would lead ;=—did he ſuppoſe-thav aby fuch- gen 15155 


tained, he could by no means coneur lu 'the Sat : Sic 
induced to give it his ſupport, truſting that His NA 
niſters, and the Noble Lord: for one, Would CHD Ap 
the principles upon which they had all- ang "tos 


and that they did not mean 8 any other 
preſent war than that yo: checking-the inerenſinig 
10 randizement of France. 


ORD GRENVILLE could not e AR 


ſhape neceſſary for him to recapitulate Xo! | 
circumſtances of perfidy, ambition, and ĩmuſtic, 
France, which had forced this country into the 
nd it was ſurely neither neceſſary nor proper for him to fa 2 15 
thing as to what may be the intentions of His“ __ 
niſters as to the future conduct of the war. eas in | 
france had confined herſelf within her on ms 
lehaved with decent reſpect towards this country; he hat! wy 
thonght it clear that it was proper for us to preſerve 4 1 85 
neutrality, . and to avbid any interference with her internal 
ſemment; how far the cafe might be now changed was 4 
xt which he would not enter upon. The Noble Lord (Lau- 
ink) has thought proper to annex à condition to his giving 

bis aſſent to the addreſs, as to which he woyld certainly fay mo 
ling: that Noble Lord had formerly withheld his er ee Bae 

meaſures adopted by the Houſe as to tlie preſent war; 

*hicther or not be would now give his eongurrenee he co 
"t tell; but he would content himſelf with” ſaying what he 
ought perfectly ſufficient upon the preſeut occafion,” and 
"th, which he truſted their Lordfhips would be fatisfied, viz. 
That we have betm forond «into 4 war with France, from her 
wjuſt and perfidious cbm fowardsvehis cu 
king actually engaged) iw-Sichta war, it is aim 
lie propriety, fr neceſſity of varrying it on Witt digeur 

The addreſs was then) zgreed to without n Awfeh GA 
— to be ener bo chis Nair b Doras in hit 
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ver appeal to the he Wilkes, and to touſe the .energics of wincipl 

= 35 2 call upon the charateriflic Joftice of h | 

momen! 

3 kid his Lordſhip, in this field that I am nov YN nucg g 

about to e. « [neither is it to thoſe tribunals of your Lordlbip f den for 
d juſtice chat I am in the ac of addectling mel ra, 

dre. in which this buſinek is, is ripe ſor neither, and Gol Els a 

id. re. de ſo: but there is a third. tribunal ta We x 

yhich, fo und of 8 mation that I ſhall have the tin 

bene of +6. yt ips, I am now to addreſs my- tion, wh 

that is, in an Lo we) "= this moſt momentous cri - ce 

rk affairs, to the political diſcretion of this Houle; j wks 
even here either ſhall I have occaſion, ſaid his Lordſhip, to tre ai, 

pals long on the time and patience of the Houſe ; for whar ti what the 

88 crifis of public affairs is, will need no repreſentation not theit 
to bring to your Lordſhips minds; the facts, in he ce this? 

| terrible even for the admiſſion of thou ght, being already nd t 

our eyes; and the effects 1 tow the cauſes tha ay cont 

55 1 them, but too plainly ng for themſelves, | toads, to 
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ſkipping and dancing like monkies 2 ratdenbus 
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pt, to fraternize, and affiliate wi. aſs 
And now, ſaid bil Lordſhip, baying "obſerved this, 4 
to. appear to your Lordihips, that bis mes rt ” = 


abolition of the me trade, not only 
of this new philoſoph ophy, dut is e 
principles in prathice which T 
ſy that your Lordſhi would 
moment, to entertain {ation. 
S 5 1 2 re Af pfine 
bon n urther conſideration L1NEIS tc 
period, when ene mankind AY be reſtored. to the 
ſenſes, and this enthuſiaſtic madneſs no eh Fr ſhall remam? 

We Gy faid his 8 at war with 


at I ſrl wor x iſe, wh 
ap dyno nd. hy eople elves wha 
s the reſult? The teſult.is, that we ſhall, as of unavoidable ne- 
ſity, fink into dhe fame abyſs of my, with them, and 
what they are for is hot their philoſophy founded on this, d 

not their principles lead to this? are not their decrees 

of this? is not their objeR- expreſily this ? ag if ſucceſs ſhoul 
mend their meaſures, will not their end be this? And 1 85 in 
ny contemplation, better were it for us, that we were create: 
toads, to le 0 the fumes of a dungbill, a of Engine 
be feelings and the faculties of men, and A | 
bom to the bleff 
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he ſlave trade, and from whence it comes, as — rofl 
con ly and to pauſe Ido not know whether 1 | 
Lordſhips have read,” but hate, a' ſermon of Dr. Prie 
ere ſubjeR, eached to a ſociety of Diſſenters, nd 
publiſhed at their requ What this ſermon is, your Lordſhips 
may ft It , of courſe; to inculcate theſe doctrines with 
all the Wine that belongs to that well known philoſopher. But 
it is to do more: it is to ſtate facts, that, coming from his 
ding kr ledge and authority, are not to be diſregarded. "He 
ills u to whony we ure indebted for the apiration and adoption' 
of this queſtion . T7 the- Dnthers,” ſays he, who were the 
fi tothew themſelves friend to the rights of ay, and 
w-Difſenters of all 'dlromMiationsFY* adding, in the true ſpirit of 
buibng; to his Iætviling flock,” this prophetic exhortation to per - 
ſdyeranoe in the good cauſe; namely (and what can be 
bara) tliat the time is arriving, when he wolf ſhall be 
down with Ihe lamb; as the preſent ſtate of things (lays he) 
mr 1 9. What is to ſay, blacks a hides, 
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pltical) realen Why: ks Ag them other of the ſecta of 
Diſſenters, ſhould be note for wurd in ſhe wing themſelves friends 
v the rights of hum ty than the members of the eſtabliſhed 
church are? And to this Pill wait for am anſwer in ur 

but, in the mean time, Having heard the aſſertion that they are 
b. and underſtünding chat alt che — or at feaſt the moſt 
part of them that have been protayce and preſented to the other 
Houſe of Parliament for "the ubelition of this trade, have been 
daher; fro, or. Uiroug uche imfllbencegwvf, this be of men; and 
wprehendin "that dle ſinks proveeding n A in this 
Houſe leave to trouble your Eb 
eee je ad to Fi ro bebe or x 1. 
then, ab gener wopoſition, dt the right* of peti- 
ioningthe K King or dither Houſe of PartiamicHt: is 2 right in- 
herent in the ſubject, fundamental in the esrMKitetion, juſtin its 
onging( nd»bentfigidl in its apples but at the ſame time it 

5a7ight-ſubje@tolirhithtions, rid 88 ſucti a que ſtionabſe r 
That it is à verre right we Know from the act of the 14th of 
Charles He ſtatl 1. chap . 5. the feſtrictions ofvhich F need not = 
_ enarporate but the feaſon of holorellritiohive all muſt 
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right has any any body of of tn, however nutnerous 
ter Pein or for h J to ſet u 7 1 humanity 
ainſt the humamfpy of other people; and to ſatlify that huma- 
ity to call upon papliament, to "be what? to repeal their on 
ia; and this too in 3 ce, where not only public faith is to be 
violated, public 70 facrificed, all ideas of policy obliterated, 
thouſands and tens of 4 5 of ſubjects ruined, millions and 
2 of millions of p loſt ; but where againſt this v 

wh ee WA Y, r trade has been carried on by 
e in the 
ths for near two centuries and a If. But what is all this to us, 
ſay theſe petitioners, for bas not Citizen Roberſpiere ſaid, a pe- 


ih the eolonits rather than we ſhall loſe 947 of the pfinciples of 


odr new phulpſoghy?”* But, faid his Lordſhip, I fay, that this is 
to diate to | aint, it is to Fs” for the alteratien of 
matters eſtabliſhed 5 hk law im the ſtate,” which is #»pre/sly oon. 


le eee againſt eſtabliſhment, : d 
p pſp gth where weakneſs ought to | _ e 
6 1 9 5 en are added his Lordſhip, is this, that 
theſe petitions are not founded on any conſttetirial Finck 
either of \infrny emen of right, or redreſs of grievances, but, 
2 5 40 the time are ke thoſe wan {jg s petitions that, 
they elion'i in the year 1 gave occaſion to 

ogy. | to of the I 3th of Charles the tp and being fo, 
falling under that act, are conſequently illegal, and being illegal 
ought not to hate been. received, 'bur kaving, deen received, 
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ht wholly to be diſregarded. © 
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« Rica of the flave trade be pc to th 18 day Bye. 11 8 
' EARL STANHOPE ſaid, In His edle 1. woul 
in their Lordfhips'to coricur in the motion, Hier than ſuffer it 
5 be retarded. in the tnauner it had been Nee 1} firſt 
15 His Lordſhip thou Wh ar * Jr He Noble Earl had 
extremely jadicioutly tion ; but he de- 


cared he was not ſurpriſc ts find 27755 ae ent in eye Ty. argu⸗ 


nent in ſupport of the abominable and wicked trafic of Hüman 


iſh. The Noble Lotd' had indeed mentioned much 97 9 


matter about the French revolution, but lle Was miſtaken in his 


cironology with feſpect to Voltaire, as he had drawn his cha- 
et h_nation "Jon before the” 95 teal 
when the French were, in 4 Nate political darkneſs. 


not conceive, he ſaid, how either 25 $ or 10 Ng had 
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ans AKLIANENTAR Eo! i Long, 
had alſo' forgotten When he mentioned, thut the queſtion oll. 


inated with the diſſenters, as be believed there were thoſe fe. 
pectable characters of the cſtabliſhed church in the Houſe, who 
were equally ſanguine in the ſupport of the abolition? There 
was no perſon more active for the abolition. than the biſhop of 


St. David's; not biaſſed: As vas freprelented: by fanati Gln, but 


acting merely in the cauſe of chriſtianity and humanity. Their 

ips muſt reflect with horror en the cruel ptaCtices which 
had re that abominable traffic, and in proportion to 
the blood which had been 5 muſt their ardour be in wiſhing 
to have it totally aboliſned. When men were charged with 
committing murder with impunity, he theught that the ou 


probandj ſhould reſt with them; be conceived that the trade 


thould long ſince, be. aboliſhed: by a ſhort bill, but he did not 


ſee on what grounds the inveſtigation of the byſines could be 


The DUKE of CLARENCE declared, that if the Noble 
Earl had not brought forward the motion, it:was his intention ta 
bring forward one to a ſimilar effect. Whenever this queſtion 
was introduced, it was impoſſible for him to remain ſilent, as he 
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muſt be anxious to offer his reaſons why he was averſe: to an 


abolition. He had a local knowledge of the trade, from bis 
reſidence occaſionally in the Weſt- Indies, and his intimacy with 
ſeveral planters. Ihe more he conſidered the queſtion, the 


more he was inclined to be attached to his former opinion. He 


vas aſtoniſhed that, as the Houſe had met early fog the diſpatch 


of buſineſs, no Noble Lord had commenced the enquiry which 


was voted laſt ſeſſion. He admitted that the trial of Mr. Haſ- 
tings was a matter of great national importance. Their Lord- 
ſhips were anxious to proceed early on that huſineſs, but he did 
not conceive it of greater magnitude than a queſtion which in- 
volved in its conſequences property to the amount of 700, oool. 
The firſt agitators of the abolition were fanatics and hypocritcs. 


They had an intimate connection with - thoſe men by whom the 


abominable French principles, that deluged Europe, were induſ- 


triouſly circulated. Ramfay, the perſon who-firſt propoſed the 


abolition, was new in the Weſt-Indies, and was a proverb for his 


ſeverity to the negroes . It was an impoſition, he declared 


15 — eee * to their 3 for ſuch men to pretend 
to be t ocates of philanthropy and humanity. 
man with whom the queſtion originated in the-Houſe of Com- 
mons (Mr. Wilberforce) was made a citizen of France; in com- 


pany not the moſt reſpectable. He was admitted on the day i 
when Paine was made a citizen, a perſon who was honcured as | 
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Mr. Ramſay has been dead ſome years oF th the 
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the friend of mankind, and who, it was well known, wiſtied to 
excite-a rebellion in this country. A Noble Lord who hat 
ſpoken in favour of the abolition, was the correſpondent of 
Condorcet; in proof of which he would read a letter of his 
Lordihip to that famous philoſopher.— Here his Highne/s read a 
later, dated April 3, 1992, in which the author mentioned the de- 
terminatron-of this country to aboliſh the trade, and hoped that France 
would follow: ſo laudable an example. The worthy. perſon too 
was friendly to the meaſure; a perſon who, their Lordihips well 
knew, inſulted the Queen of France (one of the beſt and moſt 
worthy women in the world) while conveying to priſon. Their 
Lordſhips ſhould recollect the inſurrection at St. Domingo, 
where near 4000 lives were ſacrificedl. In touching on this ſub- 


ject, he faid, he muſt obſerve, that his Majeſty's Miniſters 


wiſhed to take poſſeſſion of the French Welt India iſlands, but 
what officer would be folicitous to proceed on ſuch a fervice, 
when he muſt expect to find the iſlands in a ſtate of anarchy and 
confuſion ?' The -poſtponing the further conſideration would do 
no harm, but might be productive of much good, and for 
theſe reaſons his Royal Highneſs would certair.ly- vote for the 
motion. E +56 2d „„ 2 4 13 2375 
LORD GRENVILLE was of opinion, that the queſtion 
ought not to be diſpoſed of without the moſt ſerious and ſolemn 
inveſtigation, as ſuitable to the dignity, temperance, and modera- 
ton of their Lordſhips. His Lordſhip warmly defended Mr. 
Wilberforce from any calumnies that might proceed from any 


quarter, as he knew that he was not only an ornament to thie 


Houſe in which he ſat, but an ornament to human nature. If 
Mr. Wilberforce had been made a citizen of France, it was a 
thing, he was perſuaded, done without his knowledge or approba- 
ton; and it was. an artful trick of the convention, or aſſembly, 
merely to cover other proceedings. His Lordihip proceeded next 
to take a retroſpect of the progreſs of the whole buſineſs relating 
to the ſlave trade. Their Lordſhips had determined that an iu- 
quiry ſhould take place, and it would be derogatory to their 
üignity to ſtifle the queſtion, particularly when only one part 
was heard in evidence. If the Houſe was to accede to the pro- 
polition of the Noble Earl, the inconveniences ariſing from the 
queltion would be increaſed tenfold. It would excite intem- 
berance and paſſion on a ſubject that ſhould. be argued with 
great coolneſs and much ſolemnity. The day muſt unqueſtion- 
ably come, when their Lordſhips would be called upon to de- 


eile; and he ſubmitted it, if they could with propriety or 


uſtice form any ſugh deciſion without hearing the evidence to 
be offered on both ſides of the queſtion, gn. 
Vet. I, r . 
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298 PARLIAMENTARY, Loan ill, 
The EARL of LAUDERDALE ſaid, whenever the que(- Lob 
tion was brought forward that related to the topics to which ſides of 
Lord Abingdon alluded, he ſhould be wp a argue them fully WW + me: 
with the Noble Earl. He faid, that he ſhould feel no relud. WM 1. coul 
ance in giving his aſſent to the motion, as the delay with which bal hea 
the whole buſineſs was conducted: was almoſt tantamount to the The 
intention of the Noble Lord's. propoſition. , He plainly ſaw the ad the 
object which certain Noble Lords had when they involved the Amino 
French revolution in the diſcuſſion of every queſtion, no matter = {if 
how irrelevant to the ſubje& of debate. He was himſelf con- Gould t 
vinced that the friends to reform were the beſt friends to their Wing 
country, and this he would argue at a proper period The they ſho 
' queſtion of the ſlave trade was indeed of great magnitude, an inkiafls 
it ought to be ſifted to the. bottom. The ſeſſion was now far mth 
advanced, and was drawing to a concluſion, When he con de prin 
ſidered the unparalleled delay of the trial of Haſtings, the pro; time 
_ craſtination in inquiring into the abuſes practiſed at conteſted erer opi 
elections in Scotland, and his Majeſty's Miniſters' hopes of hould n 
bringing the queſtion at iſſue to a final concluſion this ſeſſion WM f which 
their Lordſhips had much more confidence in their induſtry, h dre tha 
declared, than he had. If the queſtion for an abolition was no kg red 
brought forward gras J le, if it were put off to anothefſf dr ports 
ſeſſion, it would be almoſt er to adopt the motion, as thei lgjouſly 
Lordſhips, in caſe ON delay, would forget the evidence ach oth 
already given at their bar. | | ; have hee! 
The DUKE f CLARENCE roſe to explain, declaring uiry b 
himſelf ready to bear teſtimony to the worth and humanity d . 
Mr. Wilberforee. | . The B 
The Biſhop of Sr. DAVID's declared, that be never h be betr 
the honour of being a correſpondent of Petion's, neither did H .....1 in 
think it diſcreditable, in his former purſuits, before the Fren would pr 
revolution, to have correſponded with Condorcet. He was LOR 
iloſopher, and as long as he profeſſed himſelf a friend 8; :. 
umanity, he did not fee what odium could attach to an ach h 
literary character at that period for having correſponded wit woduced 
him. His Lordſhip declared, in wiſhing tor an abolition, aſe. 
did not act on principles of fanaticiſm,. nor ſhould he even LORT 
afraid to avow his fentiments from the terror of the opprobfium; der Lor 
He thought the motion, if adopted, would cauſe a great fermet 
in the country, and he would wiſh the people to feel that a . 
narchical government was not hoſtile to the true maxims of I 
manity. He defended ths * 1 that 2 —_ 
caſt upon them in what had fallen in debate, man Vo det 
his Lawdthip ſaid, were good and loyal ſubjodis, nd firmly at 


Adjour; 
tached to the conſtitution, LOI | 
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LORD D wiſhed ** Tas 8 - — * — 
of the queſtion. is means hi ip ſaid he di 
[oth to inſinuate, that he would ſupport the onen, as 
he could not be prepared to ſay'how he ſhould vote, until hge 
had heard the arguments on both ſides of the queſtion. by 
The EARL of MANSFIELD profeſſed that he had not 
read the evidence before the Houſe of Commons, nor the vo- 
luminous evidence given before the privy council, and wiſhed - 
on ſo important an occaſion to decide by the teſtimony which 
ſhould be given at their Lordſhips' bar. When the Houfe was 
ung in a judicial capacity nothing was ſo nec as that 
they ſhould proceed not only with deliberation, but with minds 
unbiaſſed and indifferent, He therefore could not approve the. 
warmth and zeal with which ſome Noble Lords had ſpoken of 
the principle, and what ought to be the final determination, at 
the time that they were only in a ſtate of deliberation. What- 
ger opinion he might eventually form upon the affair, he 
ſhould not conſult popular declamation, or that new philofophy 
of which they had already heard too much; nor ſhould he c- 
ive that any determination he might make ſhould render him 
eb ned in the principles of honour, probity, and jaſtice. Of 
the parts of juſtice, there was none which ſhould be more re- 
lgiouſly obſerved in a deliberate aſſembly, than to e to 
ach other's motives. He lamented that the bufinefs ' ſhould 
have been delayed ſo long as to leave very little proſpect of the 
nquiry being concluded this ſeſſion; but was, notwithſtanding, 
belous that the Houſe ſhould make all poſfible progress. 
The Biſhop of ST. DAVID's regretted, that his zeal ſhould 
have betrayed him into warm or ſanguine expreſſions, and con- 
arred in the opinion that the Houſe, in its deliberative faculty, 
ſhould proceed with minds perfectly unbiaſſſde. 
LORD GRENVILLE explained that he ſhould have 
ought forward this ſubject ſooner, but from an expectatien, 
ylich had fince proved fallacious, that it might have deen 
> in a form and manner more advantageous to the 
LORD ABINGDON withdrew his motion, after which. 
dir Lordſhips adjourned. 6 RE RS GATE 
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HASTINGS'S TRIAL, 


No debate. * Adjourned the trial to the 18th. 3 
Adjourned the Houſe to the 1. ener, be] 
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did ring pal cys pat ABRIKL M N TORR 707 ft 11 jnſtanc 
wh 15 TRAITEROUS CORRESPONDENCE Ari“ * 
5 _ order of the day for the ſecond reading of this bill being np 
rea 4 | OE: © ES IPRS FFF 3 l the le 
LORD GRENVILLE roſe, and began by obſerving, that wk 

he did not conceive it neceſſary, nor did he intend, in that ſtage , to be 
ofithe bill, to enter much at length into a detail of its provi. under 
ſions, but would only ſtate to their Lordſhips the general out- Lordſh 
line of its principle, reſerving to himſelf to make what further the pre 
obſervations he might thing neceſſary, either when the particu- tion of 
lar clauſes ſhonld come under conſideration, in a committee, or and eve 
in reply to any arguments which might be urged in the courſe tt war, 
of the debate.— I he general principle of the bill went to the ever ha 
preventing the enemy, during the war, from being ſupplied by for car 
ſubjects of this country, in the way of commerce, with any ar. WW clauſes 
ticles uſeful and important to them in carrying on the war ſent cri 
againſt us; or from deriving any reſources, . the medium As to t 
of this: country, which may afford them the means of proſe- into Fr 
cuting the war. Part of the bill was only declaratory.— The the chi 
cnime of treaſon had ever been reckoned, in all countries, to be the ber 
paramount to any other, and the reaſon of this was obvious; — reſpeCt, 
becauſez: as it is a firſt and fundamental principle of all criminal concluc 
I4w,that crimes ought to be puniſhed, not in proportion to the period ; 
degree of moral turpitude, but as they affect the intereſts-of ſo- berty, 
ciety: ſo that crime muſt be, of all others, the greateſt, which, even ir 
inſtead of attacking the property or ſecurity of any private in- ſeſſed c 
dluidual, goes to the total overthrow and diſſolution of the whole every t 
ſociety, and of all its eſtabliſhed government.  H-s Lordſhip then ſituatio 
proceedetl to take a view of the treaſon law of this country, from fore, hi, 
its earlieſt hiſtory; and ſtated, that in the reign of one of thoſe our (af 
princes, to hom the juriſprudence of this country awed per- that kir 
Haps as much as to any other, a law was paſſed, the ſtatute 25 on leſs 
Edward III. which, after many ages continues at this day to withed- 
forin the treaſon Jaw. of this country. That act not only pro- The 
vided for ſuch caſes of treaſon as ſtruck the framers of it moſt had not 
forcibly at the time, ſuch as aiding or abetting the King's ene- bill, by 
mies, compaſling or imagining the King's death, &. but it alla of its di 
made a wiſe proviſion with reſpect to futurity, in the caſe of their Li 
the commiſſion of treaſonable acts which were not then fore- the mat 
ſeen, ſo as that part of the ſubject ſhould not be left looſe, — the bill 
Under the proviſion of that ſtatute, his Lotdſhip ſaid, that Par- it go on 

.  hament might even go the length of declaring an act to be tre- r the 
ſon which had been previouſly committed; that was, however, 3 hearty ſ 
power which ſhould be moſt cautiouſly exerciſed, it was of a moſt abſurdit 
delicate nature, and had therefore been feldom exerciſed. The laſt While 7 


inſtance 


%%% // A Ak... 
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-nſtance he recollected in which it had been exerciſed was, as he 
thought, diſgraceful to the country. In general, a much better 
and more equitable, plan of proceeding had been adopted; and, 
meeting the particular exigencies of the times, the wiſdom of 
the legiſlature of this country had thought it proper, at different 
periods, to enact many temporary laws ſpecifying particular acta 
to be treaſon—many of which would otherwiſe have come 


under the general law of treaſon. It was therefore for their 


Lordſhips to conſider, whether there was any circumſtances in 
the preſent ſituation of this country, which called for the adop- 
tion of a meaſure of this kind. e are engaged in a war: — 


and every _ muſt admit that the enemy, with whom we are 


at war, is different from any other enemy which this country * 
ever had, both in its objects in the war, and as to its reſourees 
for crying it on.—His Lordſhip' then adverted to the different 
clauſes of the bill, and argued that they are neceſſary in the pre- 
nt criſis, and juſtified both upon principle and by precedent.—- 
As to the clauſe with reſpect to perſons going from this country 
into France, he ſaid that the power with which his Majeſty, as 
the chief executive magiſtrate, is already inveſted by law, for - 
the benefit of the whole, would go a great way indeed in this 
reſpect, ¶ Here there was a cry ol hear, hear. }J—His-Lordſhip 
concluded with ſaying, that the preſent was a momentous ' 
period; —that we are engaged in a war for our laws, our li- 
berty, and our conſtitution, and that with a great people, who, 
even in their preſent diſtracted ſtate, were formidable and poſ- * 
{fled conſiderable reſources, and who had every thing to loſe; or 
every thing to gain: we too were pretty much in the ſame 
tuation, for we could only be ſaved by ſucceſs. It was, there- 
fore, highly incumbent on us to take the neceſſary meaſures for 
our ſafety; and conſidering the preſent bill to be a meaſure of 
that kind, though weaker than what had been formerly adopted 
on leſs urgent occaſions—weaker perhaps than he could have 
wihed—he felt himſelf called upon to give it his ſupport; - 
The EARL of GUILFORD withed that the Noble Lord 


had not confined himſelf ſo much to the general outline of the + 


bill, but had entered more minutely into the nature and extent 


> its different proviſions, and had brought the matter home to 
their Lordſhips' judgment, inſtead of arreſting their 2 — 
ere 


the manner he had done in the latter part of his fpeech.— 

the bill indeed ſuch as the Noble Lord had ſtated it to be- did 
it go only to prevent traiterous correſpondence with the enemy, 
or the giving them aid or affiſtance, it ſhould have had his 
hearty ſupport: and when he found it a compound of political 
abſurdities, extending to an alarming degree the law of treaſon, 
While at the fame time it deprived perſons accuſed: * _ 
| | | nents 
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benefits in-their trial, which the juſtice and mercy of the le- 
giflature of this country had allowed in all caſes of treaſon; 
— he; found. it contain, beſides theſe; a variety of the mo3 


dangerom aud unconſtitutional proviſions, he found himſelf called - 
npon to oppoſe it, even in this _ as a bill which ought not 


to he at all entertained by the Houſe,” and to call upon their 
Lordihips, in the, moſt earneſt manner, to reject it. His Lord. 
hip then procecded to make ſeverab obſervations on the diffrent 
clayfes of the bill, With reſpect to the firſt clauſe, it had been 
faid that all the act ſpecified iu that clauſe are already treaſon, 
and. that the taking off from theſe the corruption of blood, upon 
conviction, was an act of tenderneſs; but what fort of tender- 
neſs. was this? When, upon the pretence of facilitating con- 
viction, a priſoner was deprived of all the guards which the law 


| — and juitly afforded for che protection of innocence i in 


.of accuſation far treaſon. ./ n l l 1 
wht RD HAY (the Eari of Kinneuli in Sootlanch ſeemed 


of the bill; he; particularly, mentioned the clauſe for 'prohi- 
bag the infuxance-of French ſhips, and did not hefitate to 


— 2 it hi e impolitic; be ſupported this opinion 


late _ Mansfield, upon whoſe memory he 


— Sy h. * opportunity of ane a om gh pane: 


"The DUKE. of N ORFOLK admined, that there was no- 


Parliament 


ſtances of „which called for ſuch a meaſure at this period, 


more than at any former ane. It had been ſaid that the French 


were not friends to our conſtitution, and he believed the aſſer- 


tion to be true ; but he believed it would have been equally true 


if applied to the French under the government of Louis XIV. 
or of Louis XV. or even of the late unhappy 
Lonis XVI. Sufhcient grounds, his Grace ſaid, had not been 
laid before him to ſhew the neceſſity of the preſent bill, and 
— he withed to ſtop its further progreſs, — he 
would vote againſt the motion for ſending it to a committec 
however, ſhould the ſenſe of their Lordſhips be againſt him, and 


ſhould the bill be committed, he faid he would propoſe a amend- | 


ts to the different clinkes, ſo as to render them as little miſ- 
chievous. poſſible. His t objection to the bill was, that it 
was calculated to enable N on a war which he 
conſidered as unneceffary, not to ſay ads and as the fooner 


the war was brought to a concluſion the better it would be for 


We nn __ ſo one of the * of * it ſpeedil to an _ 
20 | | crak 


diſpoſed to oppoſe ſome. of the clauſes rather than the principle 


; new in — certain acts ſhould be puniſed with | 
fon often done ſo; but then it ſhould be 
made en that there was ſomething i in the preſent circum- 


mbnarch 


oi [ giving 
trons 


- clauſe 


which 
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able Miniſters pa wg 7 carry ĩt on. 


he did not ſee how it could be attained” at preſent, for he knew 
not with whom we could treat about it, circumſtanced as the 
government of Trance actually was. When peace could not be 
immediately procured, the beſt thing which the wo "cou 
do would: be to proſecute the war moſt vigorou moſt 


{elves in a way in which we could conclude with them an ho- 


me: to ee, i- ſuch an e he was determined 
ive it his ſu 15 
*fokD HAWKESBURY „ by obſereing' on the way 
to this country from the endeavours of France to diſſeminate 

hho her deteſtable principles; for dangerous, he ſaid, it muſt be, 


when a great nation like France is WR er art to 
not monarchy alone, but all civil Ae 


in ſociety. Upon the ſecond clauſe; as to — jel, of lands 
in France, his Lordſhip obſerved, that it was, in fact, avowed 
by France, that they had no other poſſible means of carrying on 
tbe war, but by the fale of their lands. The neceflity, there- 
fore, of this clauſe was apparent, and indeed, in this ſituation 
of matters, the purchaſe of theſe lands, or giving. money for 
them by perſons in this kingdom, was in fair conſtruction the 
giring of aid to the King's enemies. His Lordihip ſupported 


- clauſes, particularly the. dents — nta pon : 


which, he ſaid; that the profits ariſing to this country from in- 
ſuring French ſhips did not exceed 100% l., à year, a fum 
which could not counterbalance the injury which the French 
mult ſuſtain if their trade was to ſtand ſtill for wart” of inſur- 


| ance, or be expoſed to be wholly cut off by che Britiffi ſhips of 


war, 


The MARQUIS of LANSDOWNE  ridieuted-thes Rath 


them out from all. intercourſe with the reſt of mankind; it 
a he ſaid, could be equalled only by Chg to 
ftarve ſo immenſe a number of fellow creatures Was the! Hei 

of cruelty ; to attempt to ſtarve them into yphticat 
more palatable to our Miniſters was the height of abfüf 
The meaſure, he feared, would be infinitely more Fr bus” 
ourſelves, than to the French: for it would'expoſe us to the Tofs 
o the carrying trade, of which we had hithetts enjoyed fo 


cuvied 


YE £443 12 our 7 1 5 
LORD CLIETON (Earl of Burnley Iretand) defendel 
the bill he ſaid peace was certainly a moſt deſirable object, but 


likely method to make it the intereſt of the Frenc to ut them—- 
nourable trea 8 of peace; and as he thought the preſent bil ca- 


kermetically ſealing up 26 millions of Frenehmen, and ſtiüttriag 


umch, and the pollefhion of which foreign nations had long 
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very deſirous of a participation in it, and he had this very day this Kit 
heard from authority, which he was ſatisfied was reſpectable, that Bank t 
both Sweden aud Denmark were actually fitting out ſhips, on general 
the principle on which the armed neutrality was founded, with ground 
a determination to ſecure to Swediſh and Iſh trading bot- The 
toms the freedom of the ſeas, America, he was fure, would he me: 
alſo endeavour to come in for her ſhare: of the carrying trade of the rex 
Europe. She was at 8 the moſt riſing country that the hew, 1 
ſun ſaw in its courſe ; her population was already prodigious, this wa 
conſidering how late it was when the Europeans began to colo- was ala 
nize her, and was moſt aſtoniſhingly and rapidly increaſing, cutting 
His Lordſhip ſaid, that he himſelf had been acquàinted-with a work e 
man, "whoſe father when he landed in Penſylvania found it al- erer; t 
moſt uninhabited; yet, in the time of his ſon, there were teen lo! 
400,000) inhabitants in it ; at preſent the population might be placed : 
Ai one fifth more : if the other provinces had experienced be incr 
an equal increaſe. of inhabitants, he ſaid he would leave it to WW campaig 
their Jordſhips to judge what muſt ſoon be the population of the WM contine: 
whole of the United States. Lon ee e were now. inha- WW Cobour, 
dited by what might be called a race of huſbandmen, who grew "0. 
immenſe quantities of corn, which they ſent to Europe, and in place at 
return * her manufactures. The corn was chiefly conſigned declarati 
to England, there to wait a market; the conſignment was pro- treathin 
fatable to us; for not above one ſixth of the American corn im- maiſeſi 
ported was conſumed by us; the other five ſixths we exported to war agai 
other countries, and had in addition to many other benefits, that WM vere nc 
of carrying it in our ſhips to foreign markets. Why ſhould WW Aufria + 
. , thoſe advantages be thrown away? If the Americans continued WW through 
to oonſign their corn to us, we might preſerve the carrying trade, a preat d 
and at the ſame time prevent the French from getting a ſupply that caſe 
of it; but this bill would make the Americans become carriers! this cour 
| themſelves, and ultimately manufacturers of thoſe goods which WM lit it mi 
they at preſent purchaſed from European nations, but chief) fary for 1 
from us. Trade, he ſaid, was not like a lion, which would roar WW tees was 
and make a noiſe ; it was like a hare, which would ſilently ſteal v Franc 
. away and never return. Some people might think that ſitua - of Auſtri 
tions would ſecure trade; but this was a miſtaken notion, ſor it N won wh 
. was, not the. port that made the trade, but the trade the pol. © foot © 
ö The preſent unneceſſary war had given a fatal blow to public come 
credit, and 17 the Gazette with the names of the moſt reſpect· me to 
able and moſt valuable men in the kingdom. Whichever wa) Auttri 
he turned his eyes, he ſaid, he ſaw the beſt houſes threatening de Hou 
ruin; if to the North, he ſaw the melancholy ſituation of tie wary, a 
_ | Newcaſtle Bank Here his Lordſhip was called to order by bered 
3 3 2 $:115701 $6348 13 4 [OW 21] 26. . 'The _ = 
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The EARL of CARLISLE, who obſerved that remarks of 
this kind might be attended with ning to the proprietors of the 
Bank to which alluſion had been made, and which, from the 
general ſupport given to it, would be able firmly to ſtand its 


# 


ground and make all its F 177 | 

The MARQUTS of LANSDOWNE 2 ee. ; he ſaid, 
he meant — unkind or injurious to the Newcaſtle bank, 
the reputation of which ſtood high; his object was merely to 
ſhew, that credit had every where been ſhaken to its center by 
this war. In his own neighbourhood, at Bath, the confuſion 
was alarming ; 10,000]. the firſt payment of a ſubſcription for 
cutting a moſt uſeful canal, had been loſt, and with that ſum a 
work of great utility to the nation was probably abandoned for 
ever ; the ſubſcriptions alſo for a moſt ref le tontine had 
been loſt, and an alarm had forth among thoſe who uſually 
placed money in the hands of bankers. How would this alarm 
de increaſed, if, what he much dreaded, a ſecond or a third 
campaign of the preſent war ſhould take place. Affairs on the 
continent had . aſſumed a new aſpect: the prince of Saxe- 
Cobourg had at one time publiſhed a declaration replete with 
ſenſe and wiſdom ; but immediately after a Congreſs had taken. 
place at Antwerp, at which our ambaſſador had affiſted, this 
declaration was recalled, and another ſubſtituted in its place, 
breathing ſomething like the ſpirit of the Duke of Brunſwick's 
manifeſto, and announcing the moſt vi proſecution of the 
war againſt France. He very much that our Miniſters 
were not in the counſels of the confederates ; if the court of 
Auſtria was ſincere in the aſſurances which it gave to Europe 
through the medium of the prince of Saxe-Cobourg, it did ſelf 
a great deal of honour ; but if it was not fincere, the proſpect in 
that caſe would be alarming indeed. It had been the policy of 


iam that the Houſe 
« Auſtria might become too powerful for the reſt of Europe; 


* foot one inch beyond the of the Pyrenees, I will be- 
" come as a Frenchinan as any man in France can wiſh 
me to be, and aſſiſt with my whole power in oppoſing 
* Auftria.” Since that period, the Noble Marquis obſerved, 
tie Houſe of Auſtria h a prodigious way beyond that 
teaty, and had by public robberzes vaſt to its 


mem am it had by robbery acquired extenſive tefri- 
nes in Poland; it by robbing got a tract of coun- 
Vor. I. 8 
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from the Turks; and by © ſimilar method it had ſome vatus. 
ble acquiſitions at the ns of the Elector of Bavaria ; and 
yet we were now going to affiſt the Auſtrians in perhaps di. 


membering and dividing France. He aſked if our Miniſter, 
knew — were the eta of the Emperor; whether he the 6 
meant to parcel out France into ſmall principalities, after having "Mer 
taken a large lice for himſelf: in that caſe we ſhould hare age 
much to fear, becauſe ſhould the emperor afterwards take it into on 
his head to ſwallow up thoſe little ſtates, neither they nor we pare 
could oppoſe him with effect. He wiſhed to know what we _ 
ourſelves meant to do with our own, conqueſts; did we mean to > a 
take the French Weſt India iftands, and to keep them to our- ab 
ſelves; or did we mean to reſtore them to France, whenever (hc Wl of all 
ſhould have a fixed government? In that caſe. we ſhould. put The 
ourſelves to a very unneceffary expence, in order to be able to 2 i 
preſent theſe iſlands to the young King or Dauphin of France, hid be 
who he hoped would de reſtored to the throne of his anceſtor. mp 
His Lordſhip condemned in ſtrong terms that part of the hill tefor 
which, by depriving monied men here of the power of employ- are, 
ing their capitals in the way which ſhould appear to themfclve a 
moſt profitable, would not fail to make them quit England, 1 
and carry with them their ny their induſtry, and their 1 
commercial knowledge. This he faid he ſpoke not at random, th 
for he had been informed, ang the authority he feared was but e 
too good, that three or four bankers had e e to emi. ke 
te to America, and there carry on their bufineſs unreſtrained . 
y any ſuch impolitic bill as the jun: With reſpect to the pong. 
prohibition of inſurance, he muſt fay it appeared to him ex- inks 
tremely impolitic; if infuring was a lofing trade, our merchants, celſary 
who were the ableſt calculators and ſpeculators in Europe, would owe? 
not carry it on, and if it was a profitable trade, it would be mad. 1 foo. 
| neſs to prohibit it. A Noble Lord had eftimated the profits at wo 
100,000). a year; but it was probable that the amounted to 2 N 
great deal more, for he had been told by ſeveral very 215 ow 
and reſpectable merchants, that the profits in general were from = 
6 to 10 per cent. At ſuch a time as the prefent he thouglit no- beſt 
thing could be more impolitic than to purſye meaſures which FO. 
might diminiſh the reſpect of the people for Parliament; r nee 
voice ought to be heard, and their juſt withes gratified : he de- 4 
clared that he for one was ready to gratify them; that he was 4 une 
friend to a reform in Parliament; that he looked ſolely to "= reſent 
ſures, not to men; and that, ee of who was Miniſter, ir _ Ray 
would ſupport every meaſuie calculated for the public good, 15 v this 
oppoſe every one of a contrary tendency : he did not jean wo e 
cenſure the motives of thoſe who, from a timidity which made hike, 


them think the conſtitution in danger, had agreed to —— ra 


25 
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preſent adminiſtration in 2 through ſeveral meaſures 
during the preſent ſeſſion, which to him appeared to be hi .. 
injurious to the conſtitution : their motives, he admitted, might 
be good, but certainly they had injured the conſtitution which 
N they meant to defend, 


le he Noble Marquis in the courſe of his ſpeech made many 
's obſervations on the bill, which he called a bill of great im- 
ts portance, and equal to any that ever came before that Houle. 


Their Lordſhips had from time to time been called upon to 
exerciſe the rg power they poſſeſſed, but in no one inſtance 
were they called upon to exerciſe power on the nature of trea- 
/fon, as by the preſent bill; it was a meaſure for making new 
' treaſon,, They were called upon for the exerciſe of the higheſt 
/ of all truſts that ever was repoſed in a deliberative body of men, 
7 queſtion was not one that might affect the life of one or 
to individuals, but the lives of many individuals Great as 
had been the alarm about treaſon, and of treaſonable intentions, 
he owned he knew of neither; and as to the preſent bill, brought 
before their Lordſhips avowedly for the purpoſe of protecting 
us in that reſpect, he owned it appeared to him to be a hodge- 
podge, to ſupply, at this late period of the ſeſſion, all the want 
of evidence of treaſon with which the people of this coun 
were alarmed at the commencement of it. His Lordſhip took 
up the general nature of the bill as it applied. to ancient law, - 
and maintained that it was repugnant to the fundamental prin- 
ciples of that law, He agreed with thoſe who ſtated it was ne- 
ceſſary we ſhould uſe our utmoſt endeavours. to bring the pre- 
ſent war to a concluſion, a war which he was fo far from 
thinking politic, juſt, or neceflary, that he thought it unne- 
ceſſary, and ſuch as might eaſily have been avoided. He agreed, 24280 
however, that we ought to uſe our beſt endeavours to bring it 1 


X % ſoon as poſhble to a concluſion. The ion would be, - tt 
1 what means ſhould we take to bring about ſo deſirable an end; = 
5 tor this he was clearly convinced the preſent bill was net 1 
* adapted; none of its proviſions would have that effect. The val 
- authors of this bill had a different way of thinking from all the A 


dſt Miniſters this country ever knew, at leaſt they purſued 4 
plans very different from all others. They were wiſer than 1 
Lord Godolphin they were wiſer than Lord Chatham — they =» 
were wiſer than Mr. Pelham they were wiſer than Lord 
Mansfield—they were wiſer than Mr. Grenville—in ſhort, the 
preſent adminiſtration might well be called the wonder of the 
world His Lordſhip took notice of the danger there would be 
to this country of emigrations to Ametica, and faid he wiſhed 
vb remind adminiſtration of theſe things, and to remind the pub 
lic too, that, as ſoon as the abſurd prejudice which had — 
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«created againſt the French upon queſtions of religion, and ſpecu- Gen 
lative 1015 with which he had nothing to He pas " gs e 
internal regulation, we might return io common ſenſe, and to doubted 
ſee the points upon which our real intereſts turned. Theſe, be aggr 
great and extenſive as they were, 2 were not all the points of what W 
objection he had to the bill.—lt affected the liberty and the pro- he ſaid 
perty of every individual in this country in a great and violent war, in 
degree. With reſpect to property, he did not fee what adminiſ. WW by Min 
tration had to do with it; and he defied them to ſhew their ment 0 
right to meddle with it. And for the other it ought to be al- fhould- 
ways ſacred, except in caſes of the moſt extreme neceflity, our par 
Policy required this as well as juſtice, for it was eſſential to the to prolo 
intereſt of a ſtate, that its ſubjeAs ſhould be ſatisfied with the on calat 
means an adminiſtration adopted for the public ſafety, and more The 
particularly in all ſteps taken upon the law of treaſon. Her: Marqui 
his Lordſhip took notice of the opinion of Mr. Juſtice Foſter, tered on 
who recommended mildneſs, and gentleneſs," and not ſeverity take no 
and'rigour, upon all conſtructions of the law of treaſon. There Noble 
were other proofs to the ſame effect, as an inſtance of which his that it v 
Lordſhip read the preamble of the act of William and Mary, like the 
But the great queſtion was this, What were we purſuing theſe was dec 
reſtrictions for; to ſupport the preſent war?—a war which he treat wi 
ee at its commencement, and thought ſtill, unjuſt and un- who the 
ne v, but which he would ſupport while he thought there ing cont 
was any probability we ſhould * it to a concluſion: but he it was at 
: leave to fay, that in this reſpect he was not ſuch an en- he con 
thuſiaſt to ſupport every meaſure which the madneſs of an ad- Houſe | 
miniſtration might lead them to adopt. He certainly recom- upon th 
mended moderation to them. He ſhould pay the taxes that that doc 
might be impoſed upon him, and pay obedience to the laws, but which 1 
he ſhould take every opportunity that came in his way of WM Lordſhif 
telling that Houſe and the public what he thought upon public clauſes : 
. meaſures; and upon this he muſt declare, that he had no idea WW clauſe h 
that the meaſure which Miniſters were now purſuing would ineficac 
put an end to this war. For what was this war continued on WW yrannic 
our part? We were told at the beginning of this ſeſſion of Par- made fe 
liament, that we muſt aſſiſt our allies the Dutch, though they lle of a 
never called upon us to do ſo, We were told again, that the « that | 
French muſt be driven from their conqueſts, and they muſt re» WM i aftecte 
tire within their ancient limits; they were driven from their ſheech u 
- conqueſts. What other object had we in view? Why not now! Commoy 
reſt upon our arms? He muſt again ſay that we had nothing lultanc; 
further to do.— We had already ſpent. ſix millions of money chinion | 
upon this war. If the Dauphin ſhould aſcend the throne, ad in w 
ſhould we have our expence returned to us for. the further pro- were alw 
ſecution of this war? What then was the object of the furthe lrvation 


proſecution 
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woſecution of the war?—Was there to be 2 new diviſion of 


Europe—a thing very difficult to be done, and when done, he 
doubted whether we could be gainers. Was there any other to 


te aggrandized as Auſtria to have more dominjon; and if fo, 
what were to be our gains by ſuch 'a meaſure ?—He was in hopes, 
he ſaid, that we might profit by refleAing on the Ameriede 
war, in which ſeventy millions of money been exhauſted 
by Miniſters 1 their own principles at the commence- 
ment of the war, He added other obſervations, and faid he 
ſhould do all in his power to bring this war to a concluſion on 


cur part, and ſhould never countenance a meaſure that tended 


to prolong it, as it was a war that only tended to heap calamity 
on calamity, _ 5 N 

The EARL of LAUDERDALE complimented the Noble 
Marquis upon the full and able manner in which he had en- 
tered on the diſcuſſion of this fubject. But he roſe, he ſaid, to 
take notice of the wy alarming and dangerous doctrine of 2 
Noble Lord ( Clifton, Earl of Darnley) who had faid, 
that it would be impoſſible to treat with France while any a 


like the preſent of government exiſted there; his' Lordſhi 
wa decidedly of opinion, that we- ſhould and eventually m 
treat with thoſe who have the power of government, be they 
who they may. He warned the Houſe of the danger of affect- 
ing contempt for thoſe who exercife the government of France; 


tas an eaſy 3 abuſe Condorcet, or any other member of 


the convention. He remembered very well when in another 
Houſe of Parliament a great affected contempt was thrown 
vyon thoſe who were then called Hancock and his crew, but 


that doctrine coſt this country much treaſure, the effect of 
vhich we feel pretty ſeverely at the preſent moment. His 


Lordſhip then took up the principle of the bill and the various 
clauſes alſo,” and argued from both, becauſe he faid that each 
Cauſe had of itſelf a principle. He maintained the injuſtice, 
neffieacy, and the impolicy of the whole of it as a maſs, and the 


W tjrannical. principle of ſeveral of the clauſes in particular—he. 
made feveral obſervations on it as it would be injurious to the 


ale of any of our commodities abroad, and was pointedly ſevere 
on that part which had been taken in the progreſs of the bill a8 
t affected cloth; he quoted the authority of Lord Mansfield, in a 
heech which he delivered in the year 1747, in the Houſe of 
Commons, upon the ſubject of inſurance, and agreed with the 


lubſtance of that able ſpeech. — His Lordſhip quoted alſo the 


Pinion of Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone upon conſpiracies and plots, 
ad in which he ſays that alarms of falſe plots and confpiracies 
We always the props of a wicked adminiſtration. Theſe ob- 
nations he applied to the preſent bill with great force. His 
Lodihip concluded with diſſenting from this bill * 
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. + LORD CLIFTON (Earl of Darnley), roſe to explin 
He faid, the Noble Earl had miſoonceived him; when he (i 


ſtraint as a public good. The peſtilence of wicked opinion 
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there was no government in France, he meant there was ng 
. government there; the power was conſtantly ſhifting 
rom hand to hand, and conſequertly no one could anſwer for 


the duration of a treaty with a country fo circumſtance for he! 
' twenty-four hours together. If the preſent government of ring, 
France was permanently ſettled, he certainly would have no ob ould 9 
jection to treat with it. | . | might b 
The EARL of CARLISLE vindicated the bill, and thoſ pole the 

| who had entirely lent their ſupport. to government, on da his 
ground of neceſſity ; the conſtitution was in danger, and could rport o. 
be faved only by an union of all thoſe who felt an interef tended te 
preſerving it. CUNT SES IS 1, The « 
The DUKE of PORTLAND ſaid, he ſhould not oppoſ ve comm: 
the commitment of the bill, becauſe he thought the committed It was 
the proper ſtage for oorrecting ſeveral parts of it that appearei nitted te 

highly objectionable. He Sarah in particular, of making 

the agreeing to do certain acts equally criminal with the act More” 
themſelves. But his principal reaſon ho riſing on this occalion che f 
was to ſay, that with reſpect to the bill, and all other meaſure inportan 
he OT in perfect conſiſtency with his former declarations were. con 
give a fair and hanourable ſupport to the war, becauſe h nerchant 
der it both juſt and neceſſary. This he ſhould do from n brance « 
timidity, unleſs zeal for the preſervation of the conſtitution could The 
be called timidity. _ ; e Douglas, 
LORD PORCHESTER ſaid, it was not timidity which in; ind 
had made many perſons, in general hoſtile to the adminiſtration fen; ane 
of the preſent Miniſters, reſolve neverthelefs to give them ſup cf the bil 
port in the actual ſtate of the country; it was a love for tb bould th 
conſtitution, and a conviction that it was in danger from t dereof, 
machinations of France; and what they on chat account uo rel: 
ſolved to do, he truſted they would have courage to perſevere i untry, 
till the end was accompliſhed. Among other arguments wii i» the « 
he urged to ſhew that one part of the bill, in its original ſtate, 1 pied in 
which ſtrong objections had been made, the clauſe which hn obtain; 
hibited Britiſh ſubjects reſiding in France to return to Englanꝗ f bieſty's 
was not new in its principle, - quoted the act of PariiamcO in: ther 
which obliges ſhips coming from countries actually infected, WY woved tc 

| ſuppoſed to be infected with the plague, to perform quaran' r bed, b 
in that caſe a Britiſh ſubject might for 40 days be prevente Mr. A 
from repairing to his family, or even from ſetting his foot on HH te Houf 
native ſhore; and yet no one thought this a hardſhip, but wught f 
kindneſs to the whole community. e regard which each laing p; 


dividual had for his on health made him look upon this 10 


ſubverliv 
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ubrerfive of all order, might be as fatal to the conſtitution of 


this country, as the plague could be to the lives of its inhabi- 


ants; and therefore all lovers of the conſtitution ought to ſup 


rt a meaſure which was calculated to preſerve them from the. 
| I 


anger of contagion. 
The EARL of GUILDFORD concluded the debate by ob- 


ting, that as he found the ſenſe of the Houſe was that the bill 


ſhould go to a committee, and as many of his objections to it 


night be removed by amendments, he would not further * 
* 


zoe the commitment; and he was the more diſpoſed to w 


in his oppoſition for the preſent, as he might renew it on the 


report of the third reading, in cafe ſuch alterations as he in- 
tended to propoſe in the committee ſhould not be carried. 
The queſtion was then put on the motion that the bill 
be committed, and was carried without a diviſion. 
It was next moved by Lord Grenville that it ſhould be com- 
nitted to a committee of the whole Houſe to-morrow. 


Here we muſt beg leave to make a little digreffion, to in- 
ſet the following papers; becauſe they illuſtrate and confirm an 
important part of the Marquis of Lan{downe's argument. They 
nere communicated to Miniſters by the committee of American 
nerchants, who petitioned againſt the clauſe prohibiting the in- 
lurance of neutral property. (See page 262). 

The petition was _—_— by Thomas Backhouſe, Witham 
4 Henry Bromfield, Joſeph Hadfield, and Meſt - 
tins 
ea; and fet forth that the petitioners having procured a copy 
ofthe bill, and having duly deliberated thereon, conceive that, 
ſhould the ſame, as it now ſtands, pafs into a law, certain clauſes 
tiereof, affecting the American trade, and the inſurances there- 


ird, m nts; concerned in the trade with North Ame- 


unto relating, will moſt effentially injure the intereſts of this 
ountry, and of juſtice, without in any adequate degree diſtreſſ- 


ng the enemy; and that the petitioners have been buſily oc- 


apied in holding ſundry public meetings of their own body, and 


n _—_ information reſpecting the ſame, eſpecially from his 


Wleſty's Miniſters, and have in no refpe& whatever loft any 
ime therein, but on the contrary have been moſt bufily em- 
red to that end; and therefore praying, that they may be 
2 counſel, touching the tendency of the ſaid clauſes. 
Mr. ALDERMAN ANDERSON preſented the petition to 
de Houſe of Commons. But neither he, nor the Miniſters, 


wught forward any of the important facts contained in the fol- 


Wing papers, although they were in poſſeſſion of them. 
. No. I. 
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25 No. I. 
Exports of . only from the United States of America, 


2. the 20th of Auguſt I 789, and the 20th of Septem- pa) 
7 Iv. 
7, 502 buſhels of buck * 4. | me 
| wheat: - - e Of w 
2,102, 13 ditto maize, Indian | | 
corn — 243,105 14 6 2 
98, 842 ditto oats < 4-702. 0 0 Alſo : 
1 134127 ditto rye 2,960 14 6 equ 
1, 124,458 ditto wheat 253,003 10 ma 
38,752 ditto peaſe and beans $5,792 37 © Borro 
924,023 barrels flour 1,033,040 18 6 uſe 
75,607 ditto biſcuit =. ,176 13 © Stat 
99,973 ditto meal _ - $8,106 4-04 u 
100, 845 tierces rice 394,1 54 2 © No 
| . —— - 20550 1 6. Of wl 
44,062 barrels ſalted beef 62,898 19 
er ditto ditto pork 46,822 5 . 35 
1 | 109,521 5 0 | 
406 horned cattle. N W491] Di; Gif. a4: | Total 
628 horſes 70,391 e Prat 
j mules +: +1. Leff00, 050 The 2 
10,058 ſheep = +» 3-833 15 6 the 
5.304 hogs — 3.258 4 6 | ea 
3. dozen of a 4,400 3 6 rl 
— — 2865 5 6 
3 ww 4 8 f 2,2 40 8 0 The 
No. II. 10 ? only ; 
A fear} of the value and deflination of the exports of the of the 
United States for the period of time before mentioned. 5593. 
To the dominions of Great Britain - FL. 2,106,768 12 0 In 1 
Ditto Fance — 18,057,215 7 4 900,00 
Ditto Spain „„ op FH th 1329 0 6 out | 
Ditto Portugal — - 5 23 16 . 78 19 0 making 
— 700. 
itto Denmark =< „ 0,493 70 0 
- ᷣ ͤ , = 2 0 O be aboy 
Ditto Flanders * . ; pt 3,217 10 Ame 
Ditto Germany = ET 1 10009, 752 1 9% 
Ditto Mediterranean „ 1 man 
Ditto Africa and African lande 321,468 6 0 Ame 
Ditto Eaſt- CH - - 30, 415 14 6 POR 
Ditto N. W "Woe of America „ ³˙o tld jr: 


45 e kk Dos 


j 


a 1793 * „ JOURNAL. 313 
2 5; 3 
Owing th Dum dy ths United States, 55 
— in! twelve equal portion 0 
livres 1, 500 ,000 each, the firſt pay: SR) „„ 
ment to be made in the year 0706's 18,900,000. . 
Of which there. has been paid - 9,000,000 | 
abet — 
| Remains unpaid 95000, ooo 
Alſo andiher debs to be reimburſed by fix 4 8 
equal payments, the firſt payment to be 888838 
made in the year 1797 5, ooo, oo 
Borrowed by France in Holland, for tha. ; hy: 4} 
uſe of the American States, which the 
States are to repay to France in ten 
equal payments, beginning the gth of, | 
November 1787 10,000,000. - .. ...., 
0f which there has been paid = _ 6,000,000. , 


Total owing - bp " United Staten | 007974 . 4c 
2992 Ad. ſterling. . 
The 0 the revenue of d Alu 
the nited States of Atverica for three es: Hel 

en eee va: 


W e Gen No. 1 is ee e ling 
only; and in 1790, amounted to 2,275,405]. But the total 
of the exports Be thn. fame: year, as ſtated in No. IL wh 
13 the mans, xport of proviſions only Eh 

1791, e 

coco and in, 1 25 bee 0 of 179 1, 
* 2 4 I, ape is ub to the 5 
maki — hoy annual export of proviſions 

The annual increaſe on the eneral N41 2 8 leaſt 
$0,000]. ſo that the total annua | amount of exporty, nul now 


be above 6,000,000l. 
America imports from foreign countries to the RY 7 


1,000,0001. annually ; three-fourths of which is from Great 
Britain and the Weſt Indies, 


America remits for ſale to Great Britain to the a og 2 


2,300,0008. the balance is remitted through France, 

Portugals-, Ahowe 1,000,000). of the balance is remittec 

e e by Ari agen in thi country. f 
Vor. * Rr — 
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deed both the American import and exports have been gene- 5 
rally inſured in Great Britain, and the premiums at the loweſt 1 
1 200, ol. bop your” ve which one half 2 57 been cler - 
rofit for ſome years pa 55 
: We med d mn The firſt Wande to Ecrince ani Ae pft 0 
of 100, ooo. for the ſake of diſtreſſing the French; but will it = 
really have"thar effect? The' beſt informed merchants are clearly ny 
Goh that America and France can eſtabliſn new corre- 5 
ſpondencies, and have inſurances done at the Hague, Amſterdam, — 
Hamburgh, or Bremen. — Thus France will receive ſupplies, al- I. 
though thi profit of the inſurance trade is transferred from the hs 
Exchange of London to a foreign eountry. Fhe export of our 2 
ern e to America will alſs be materially checked, in bio 
conſequence of the difficulty of obtaining temittances, which | 1 
muſt now be made at the riſk of foreign agency; and as the WT 
Marquis of Patifdowne faid in the Houſe of Lords, trade is a Th 
hare, not a Yin; hen once frightened, ſhe ſtarti froin her paſ- 7 
ture, and ferurns no more. 3 
Befdre We independence of America, the whole of her com- vin 
mere centered in Great Britain, and was carried on by Britiſh Wy. 
{abjets. In the ſtatement of her exports to different countries, Des 
No. II. we fee that in 17900, only ſeven years after the peace, LO 
one half of the American exports were-transferred to other coun- rely 
tries, and that France had: got one-fourth of the whole. Vet 10 5 
Miniſters ſeem not to be aware how much our and real Thi 
trade s Jeflened or diverted into other channels. nſtead of de- A. 
viſing means to reduce the e op v9 yok py, * b. be 
to encourage the 1 rtation of neut Pro , a a bill, fl 
: ig AN ch Filled Ie of which' is to lepi Mate for, and contr 22 
A lirtle time will * — them hat Ame- | Kd 
1122 e e, and ry her” ene will ſeek a . com- foppar 
with. more -frienc The 
4 {peri o. I e ichit the debt be to Gra 
France by Ame rica, is al 905 It is an undoubted fact, | Nos 
that Sate mith, formerly ſecrerary to the *Anjeriean ambaſ- WW d 
W 2 f is gone from (France to America, gem mp panied by forthe yurpoſ: 
ts, to ER — governmetit of the United ara) © ten py 
payment 'of _ 92 80 Mer, flour, rite, dee. 3 # 28. 8 exi 
—ꝛ—U— —— — — — 101 b $2611 ubject 
Mikes r Wa 16. - 1 n oo 
4 22's, 1» TRAITEROUS: 15 Swe aA Tg . ne 
ag e of che day being for into a committse vn this uy 
bil, Lord hes — oF ag table, aud th cler pro- Fg 


cfeded to read the bill. —At r of the I which + 


> [| enadts, 


Arni 16, 17937 /; O NKNA L. 3's 


enacts, that, . if any pexſan xefiding or being in Great Britam, 
mall knowingly and . 0 agree to ſell, &. 
The EARL of GUILDFORD: propoſed an amendment, by 
omitting the word agree, ; and ſu ſtituting, m ts place, the 
words, make any agreement. in writing,”'—>His.; Lordſhip 
aid, that although he could, by no means, approvre of that 
part of the clauſe in any ſhape, yet he would not preſs the total 


agreements which he thought would be highly dangerous and 
umum , % , ̃‚onnen ALY 
The EARL of GRAFLAN (Duke of Montroſe) oppoſed the 
amendment, and ſtated that, in his opinion, it would totally de- 
feat the intent and object of the preſent bill, hecauſe the prohi- 
bitions and penalties of the bill would not attach, either where 
the agreement was not reduced into writing, or where ſuch 
writing, if it exiſted, could he kept out of ſigt. 1 
The EARL of 
of the amendment, and ſaid, he truſted that Noble, Lords on the 
other fide of the Houſe, would meet a ſubject of this importance 
with fair and rational argument; and would not think it right, 
- of decent, to truſt to the force of a majority, and to drown the 
voice of reaſon, —Here his Lordſhip was of? hoon bo by S cn 
LORD SYDNEY, who ſaid with ſome warmth, that it Was 
ſurely, in a high degree, diſorderly to ſuppoſe. that that Houſe 
would drown the force of reaſon. by the force of-a majority. 
The EARL, of LAUDERDALE explained: tha he Bad pot 


ſo; but only if thoſe Noble Lords, who ſupported the preſent 
bill, hould preſęrye a ſtubborn ſilenee, inſtsad of eaming le 
ward to a fair diſeuſſion upon argument, ſuch! conduct wen! 


ſupport of a.maſonty, oo 5 LhA ot gnuRegare 
The LORD CHANCELLOR, ſaid, that ade. Noble Kad 
(Graham) had not certainly ſpoken at much length, but ther- 
* he had made uſe of appeared to him ſtrong, clear; and; 
ive; viz. That by adopting the amendment, the whole: 
purpoſe of the preſent bill would be deſeated. - His Lordſtip 
then proceeded to ſtate, that it Was a matter faxed and ſettled in 
the exiſting law, of treaſon, that treaſonable words miglit be the 
ſabject of an indictment, and: might conſtitute: an vert act of 
reaſon, under each of the general, clauſes of the act of Edyyardi 
te Third, —He did not by this mean, that general expreſſions, 
: verba jattantia, but words ſpoken binge wag purpoſe 
1 counteracting any of the prahihitions of that ſta 
ping dhe King r ea. c adi and abetting.the, King's ehe- 
wes, &c, The Noble Lord (Lauderdale) had ſtated that the 


Rr 2 bill 


omiſſion of it, but only that it ſhould not extend to verbal 


LAUDERDALE ſpoke ſtrongly * 1 


ſad, nor did he believe that it was poſſible the Houſe would do 


naturally appear to proceed from an indecent confidence in the 


tute; hy com? 


ou 
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but it appeared to him to afford no ainſt th 
viſion in the bill which was now objected to, and he would 


would | 
proſecutions for treaſon under the act of Edward the Third, it 


compaſſing the King's death, levying war 
aiding and comforting the King's enemies, It is alſo neceſſary 


ſpoken by them might be peculiarly liable to miſtonception and 


miſconſtruction. This might perhaps lend to a difficulty of con- 


viction, from the doubt it might leave in the minds of a jury, 
objection againſt the pro- 


therefore oppoſe the amendment. 


LORD THURLOW agreed entirely with all that had been 


ſaid in the progreſs of this bill, as to the neceſſity of proſecuting 

the war with vigour, and of uſing every proper means ta diſtreſs, 
ch had * forced us 

into it. His Lordſhip entered into a long and 

of the law of treaſon, and ſaid that, on particular emergencies, | 


during its continuance, that enemy whi 
| earned hiſtory 


it was no doubt proper to declare, by a particular enactment, 


what ſpecific acts would fall under the general terms of the act 
of Edward the Third; but it appeared to him that this ought to 


have been done in a much more ſimple form: than had been 


adopted by the framers of the preſent bill. Nothing was more 


important than certainty and preciſion in the definition of 
crimes, In of crimes to which the penalties of treaſon 
were to be annexed; 


doubt or uncertain | 
of the bill appeared to him to be all that was neceſſary, and he ob- 
jected to it in its prefent form, as much too long and too intricate; 


at any rate, the addition of the words © knowmgly and wilfulh,” 


in ſeveraf parts of the clauſe where they were at preſent omitted, 


indiſpenſably n His Lordſhip ſtated, that, in 


is neceſſary to charge, in the indictment againſt the priſoner, 
ſome of the treaſons r that act, as the 


to ſtate the particular facts charged as overt acts of that treafon— 
the court determine whether the overt acts charged 


theſe overt acts were done with a treaſonable purpoſe and in- 
tent.—His Lordſhip faid it was no doubt true, 33 ſpoken 
with the view of exciting another to compaſy the death of the! 


King, would amount to an overt act of treaſon, under that 
branch of the ſtatute ; but he denied that words could be deemed! 
to be an overt act of treaſon, under either of tlie other branches 
of it, as to lerying war againſt the King, or aiding and abetting 


LORD 


. 


the King's enemies, © 


. 


bill applied to foreigners reſident in this country, and that work 


d; becauſe nothing could be more unjuſt, or 
more abhorrent to the principles of liberty, than to leave 1 | 
in a matter of this kind. — The firſt clauſe 


inſt- the King, or 


amount 
to the crime of treaſon; and afterwards it ſtill remains with the 
jury to ſatisfy themſelves from all the circumſtances, whether 
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the amendment. 7 5 | 

The EARL of GUILDFORD faid a few words, importing, 
that the great ohjeRion he had to this part of the bill, was, that 
it was not left to the jury to decide 3 animo the fact might be 


committee. N | = 
After which the queſtion was put on Lord Guildford's amend- 
ment, and negatived without a diviſion. © | W 
The EARL of LAUDERDALE ſtated, that the clauſe, as 
it ſtood, would prevent the exportation of any of the prohibited 
articles to any part of France, which might even happen to come 


into the ſſion of this country; for inſtance, if we ſhould 


take Dunkirk, it would be in the power of his ent to grant 
a monopoly to particular merchants. To remedy this, his Lord d- 
ſhip propofed an amendment, by leaving out the word or. 


The EARL of GRAHAM (Duke of Montroſe). ſpoke 


zpainſt the amendment, which was negatived without a divi- 
ſon, e | OT Oey ey 23 ö | 1 
EARL STANHOPE ſtated the high importance to the 
country of paying the ſtricteſt attention to public credit, and to 
the ſecurity of the public creditor. He ſaid, that as the clauſe 
now ſtood, an Italian reſiding in France, and having property in 
the funds here, would have no mode left of receiving his divi- 
dends, except by bills of exchange, the negociation of which 
would be rendered impracticable by the operation of the bill :— 
he therefore moved an amendment, to leave out the followi 
vords, or any note or bill, notes or bills of the governor 1 
„company of the Bank of England, or any gold or ſilver bul- 
* lion, or any gold or ſilver coin, either being coin of this king- 
JJ ²˙LL; ———— 
LORD GRENVILLE admitted the high importance of 


very thing that regarded the public credit of the country; but 


nliſted that the public creditor, who might be reſident in France, 
was not put, 'by the operation of the preſent bill, into any other 
the two countries. - 3 | 

The queſtion being put on Earl Stanhope's amendment, it 
vas negatived without a diviſfion. © 


ituation than was the neceſſary conſequence of the war betwixt 


* 


EARL of MANSFIELD (late Lord Stormont) approved of 


the r of the bill as juſtified by the preſent cir- 
cumſtances; 


, and entered at ſome length into the law of nations, 
{ far as regarded the effects of a ſtate of hoſtility with reſpect to 


tic ſubjects of the reſpective countries engaged in war: he ap- 


wored of all the prohibitions contained in the firſt clauſe of the 
bill, but objected to the omiſſion of woollen goods, as he ſaid 


le believed the French were very much in want of * 
1 1 | their 


| LORD KENYON ſpoke in favour of the bill, and againſt 
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er ct Art 
their amy: and, be concluded with, moving hat the wary 


„ woollen goods, ſhould be inſerted. . 2 
„The LORD CHANCELLOR faid that was a ſubject the N 
which had been much attended to N framers, of the bill; WW „ ine 
and, if any mode of expreſſion could have Pane which WW 5. be 
would have prevented the ſupply of the Fren army. with the tend u 
articles alluded to, and which would not g9. 40 prevent their The 
being ſent to the uſe of private individuals, fo as, to cart the ow 
operation of the bill in this ge meh. too far, he would cer. making 
tainly be happy to meet the ideas of the Noble Earlz but afte 10 2 
the moſt ſerious attention he could beſtow upon it, it did not Tha 
occur: to him that this could be done. As ic the prohibition Wi Lade 
with reſpect to boots an ſhoes, th re Was this material diſtinc. of the k 
tion betwixt theſe articles and woollen g O that, from the high LOk 
price of leather in this country, they had neyer farmed any art. dat i 
cle of export ta France; and if they were to dp ſe now, it coul The 
only 3 from the preſſure of the preſent mowent, requi- . ar p 
ing a ſupply on any terms. og % 1: Bae ; Feng ſbject « 
* EARL of MANSFIELD declared himſelf ated wits ll K 
explanation, and withdrew his motion. urpoſe 
On that part of the.clauſe which declares, that every bein se 
offending againſt the prohibitions therein, contained, * being by Lord 
thereof lawfully convicted or attainted, &c. ſhall ſuffer death s dtn. 
in caſes of high treaſon in counterfeiting the King's money, On th 
I be EARL of GUILDFORD mentioned. that on this part ject of hi 
of the clauſe, he thought it right to ſtate his intention of moving bs ad 
an amendment, for the purpoſe of extending the benefit of the brain,“ 
ſtatute of the th of King William to perſons brought to trial LORI 
for offences againſt the enactments of the preſent bill. wa to | 
EARL SPENCER, in an animated, and. pathetic ſpeech, Wit... 
while he declared his entire approbatian, of the eneral pr inciplc the acts p 
of the bilk, and that he had promiſed and would give to his Ma- innoce 
jeſty's Miniſters a fair and de e the proſecution; came g 
of the war into which we had been dragged by the French, van Iriſh 
whoſe principles were deſtructive of all regular government; yet LORD 
he conjured the Noble Lords who ſupported the preſent bill, io parti 
recollect that they profeſſed the ſupport and preſeryation of the 5 
coriſtitution ; and that they were therefore _ peculiarly. called nt wou 
n to be watchful againſt giving a mortal ſtab, to Britiſh liberty. hbje&t of 
This, he thought, would be at leaſt in. great ine away 
done, by det 36 perſons brought to trial unde The cla 
the benefit of the ſtatute of King William; ant ; The DT 
ſtrongly as he did, if the excluſion, of this benefit was perſi 0 . en tt. 
in, he muſt unwillingly, give his negative to the whole of tons in 


4000. Fatt, 


en, 1% ½¾ JOURNAL: | 319 
55 The LOD CHANCELLOR ſaid, he was ſure their Lord- 


ſhips muſt have felt a deep impreſſion from what had fallen from 


3 Tf Noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, and ſaid he had no objection to 

F go into his idea, although it had been generally underſtood that 

h the benefit of the ſtatute of King William was ny meant to ex- 

e tend where corruption of blood took place. 

ar The firſt clauſe, as amended, was then agreed to, and it was 

i WW nderſtood chat a (clauſe ſuggeſted - the .Duke of Norfolk, 
making an exception of cutlery ware,”thould be afterwards drawn 

a up, and. introduced. On the ſecond clauſe, - 

ot The EARL of KINNOUL roſe, and, in a ſpeech of oaks 

on &rable length, objected to that and to all the ny clauſes 

c- WU of the bill, as unneteſſary and impolitic. - 

IN LORD HAWKESBURY ſtated, that chis clauſe in parti- 

i WW cular appeared to him the moſt important in the whole bill. 

id The EARL-of LAUDERDALE moved, to omit the words 


© any perſon”? in the beginning of the clauſe, and to inſert 65 any 
ſubject of his Majeſty, ”” which was agreed to. 


* The Earl of Lauderdale propoſed another amendment for the: 
pupole of limiting the prohibition to lands actually in the poſ- 
u eon of the exiſting government of France, which was oppoſed 
S by Lord Grenville and Lord _— and negatived without a 


livition;. 
On the latter part of the clauſe—** If any perſon being a ſub- 
ct of his Majeſty, and out of his Majeſty's dominions, ſhall, cc. 
&, and ſhall alterwards Sens een or come to Anat 
ditain, &c. 
LORD LAUDERDALE ſaid, the bon of theſe oath 
ms to legiſlate indire&tly for Iriſhman. If, for inſtance, an 


5 Inhman not now in his ajeſty's dominions, ſhould do any of, 
"WT" adds prohibited in the clauſe, he might return to Ireland: as 
a a innocent man; but if he preſumed to ſet foot in En gland, he 


beame guilty of treaſon, 2 he had violated no 2 which 
8 an Iriſh fubj he was bound to know; - . 
LORD GKENVILEE gad, the clauſe had fe m! 


* ith — care to avoid the appearance of legiſlating for 

of land; and as it: was not to be ſuppoſed, that the /[riſh Partia- 

; ment would differ in : opinion from the Britiſh Parhament on the 
4 wet of the billy the Noble: Ladd's 6 nel 5 be 5 

. ac away. emos d I nee 73 

| 10 | The clauſe 88 throus 4 N 517 135 ere 397 

* The DUK Of NORFOLR Kad, he ſhould m 3 ne 

bol rn on the report; umleſs a proviſo to the ſame effect were in- 


Inluced in the; committee, to A ere the: 2 e Nr as an 
FP fatto Ing % be 4 b 
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IORD STANHOPE objected to the whole clauſe, which, 
in his opinion, ſhewed that Miniſters had inyolved us in a War 


Arai 
« ma) 
« for « 


on the preſumption that the whole | reſoitrees a the French con- The 
ſiſted in the lands which they had declared national property, bad no 

_ an{ that if the immediate fale of thoſe lands was ſtopped, their 70010 
reſources muſt be ſtopped alſo. Nothing could be more eſterd 
erroneous; sor it was obvious, chat Whether kite lands were MP fre, 
immediately ſaleable or not, they could avail themſelves of the ista 
value, by I "ou paper to the amount ot it. nr quence 
We four following clauſes were gone through without any Hence! 
te, TAE or art gots © 3:5 Cabs 794 | : 
On that which enaQts that any of the offences committed out, mY 
of the kingdom may be. inquired of, and tried in any county of WW tc part 
che kingdom, Lord Grenville, to give time for [conſidering e w 
ſome of the amendments that had been ſuggeſted, moved that Pref 
the chairman report progreſs, and aſk leave to ſit again to- tr the 

morrow. | 4 Wi Gael! wrt | 

| The chairman report progreſs accordingly ; and the Houſe! 10 
adjourned at eleven. ][ tic by 

5 ir Arx 29 PHT OT 6 that the! 
+.  'TRAITEROUS CORRESPONDENCE BILL, 47 | 
The order of the day being read, and the Houſe having gone to per 
into a committee on this bill, Lord Cathcart took his ſeat at nl deſcri 
the table, and the clerk proceeded to read the remaining clauſes dd not, 
Ä q ß ĩ ß ĩͤ whetf.- the ame! 
On that part of the 5th clauſe which enacts, that any offence from the 
againſt the act committed within Scotland, may be alleged, WW Earl (Sp 
&e. either before the court of juſticiary in Edinburgh, or in ary quently | 
of the circuit courts in that part of the united kingdom; A july dui 
The EARL of LAUDERDALE- exprefſed a doubt, that conceive 
from the manner in which this part of the clauſe was expreſſed, conducte; 
an offence committed at Inverneſs might be tried not only be ementin 
fore the court of juſticiary at Edinburgh, or the circuit court ati o minut 
Inverneſs, but even at Air, or Jedburghz or at any other of the i:tion of 
circuit courts. | | Wie "a J ty. He 
The LORD CHANCELLOR ſtated, that by the pecular ch a pu 
conſtitution of the court of juſticiary in Scotland, crimes could thn he c 
only be tried either before the circuit. court held for the particularly onceive | 
diſtrict where the crime happened to be committed, or before bovever, 
the court of juſticiary at Edinbur g er right: 
On that part of the ſame clauſe which enacts, that, ever winſt tk 
| «perſon or perſons, &. accuſed or impeached of any offence i bought t 
% made or declared to be treaſon by this act, (ſhall or may be tbe 5th of 
« indicted, arraigned, tried, convicted, or attainted by ſuch lief The E. 
« eyidence, and in ſuch manner and form, as now are, o , propo 


- may Vol. I 
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« may, Sec. be had or uſed againſt any offender or offenders 


« for counterfeiting the King's mone 


— 


LEA 6 P . ol 

* — — Ce 2 WY q » o 
* —— IInSe _ "a _ 1 

r — 3 


. a SSS 6 
32 ˙—A—A—k ⁵—ÄÄ—— x conan 
7-0 8 r 8 roo — 
GM 3 r — >> 9 arp=_—age Jo, IH 

— Ke: r I INS 


95 £ 
27 ; j 2 | 
n- The EARL of GUILDFORD tia, that their Lordſhips 1 
fs had now come to that part of the bill, to which the amendment 1 
ir would apply, Which he had mentioned to the committee * 
re jeſterday his intention to propoſe: the diſcuſſion which then took i 
re place, and the effect it had produced, afforded him the moſt ſincere f | | 


ftisfation ; he Knew how ſtrong an impreſſion the nervous elo- 
quence and manly patriotiſm of the Noble Earl near him Earl 
dpencer) muſt have made on the minds of all their Lordſhips; 
and he would not therefore go over the argumynt which had 


SIE 
- = - A 


wort” 


= 


a 


man ren eng 


— 


ut e ben fo well and ſtrongly enforced, but would 'only moye that 11 
o be part of the elauſe juſt read ſhould be omitted, in order to . 
uy ire room for introducing ſome proper clauſe, to extend the #0 
at aeft of the act of the 9th of King Willlam to perſons tried 
-r the offences made or declared to be treaſon by the preſent 


"LORD GRENVILLE flated ſevetal reaſons which induced 
thoſe by whom the preſent bill had been framed, to conſider 
that there was not the fame grounds for extending the bene 

of the act of the 18 of King William to perſons brought to 
rial for the ſpecific offences declared to be treaſon by this act, 
x to perſons brought to trial for treaſon under any of the gene: 
nl deſcriptions of treaſon in the act of Edward the Third. He 
id not, however, ſtate this, as meaning in any ſhape to oppoſe 
the amendment now propoſed ; he felt the ſtrongeſt impreſſion 
fom the warmth of conſtitutional attachment which the Noble 
Ear! (Spencer) had expreſſed on the preceding evening, ſo elo- 
quently and emphatically, -and' he felt the weight that wag 
jultly due to any thing that came from that Noble Earl: He 
ehnceived it to be the duty; at the preſent criſis, of thoſe who : 
wonducted the affairs of t e to uſe every means of | 
ementing the union of thoſe, who, however they might differ 
n minute points, Had in 1 object, the preſer- 
ation of the conſtitution and the general welfare of their coun- 
ty. He for one would have been ready at ſuch a time, and for 
ſuch a purpoſe, to concede a matter of much greater importance 
thn he conſidered this to be, and in doing fo, he fhould not 
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NT woceive that he made any unworthy conceſſion.” He would, | i I 
0 bowever, ſubmit to the Noble Earl (Guildford) that. it might — WT 


de right” to attach corruption of. blood te treaſons committed 


bocht to trial for offences againſt it the benefit of the act of 


be 7th of Kicken on rugs i thy tn 7, 2 2 
The EARL of GUILDFORD ſaid, he would not object to 


Ws propoſition. SOFT TRAY ds © OILY 7 rn: 
Vol.. II. 1 EARI. 
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much more than he deſerved, which had been paid perſonally to 
himſelf; and he felt a ſtill greater ſatisfaction iu the adoption of 
the amendment propoſed by his Noble Friend near him (Ea 


ever have cauſe to regret, that, on the preſent occaſion, they 


of Guildford, and any others which might be 


terous correſpondence bill. 
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- EARL'SPENCER expreſſed his thanks to the Noble Secre. 
tary. of State, for the candid. manner in which he had treated 
the ſubjeQ;—he felt, in the ſtrongeſt manner, the compliment 


of Guildford), to whom his beſt thanks were alſo. due for bring. 
ing forward that amendment. He concluded with faying, that 
he truſted neither their Lordſhips, nor the country, would 


had followed that rule, which had juſtly influenced the con- 
duct of the beſt and wiſeſt of our anceſtors, nolumus leges Angle 
mutart, ty Jak F 
It was then agreed to go through the bill in the committee, 
and to delay till the report the amendment 2 wag by the Ex 
ught proper. 


After which the remaining clauſes of the bill were gone 
through, and ſome trifling alterations made ;—and, the Hou: 
being reſumed, the report was ordered to be received to-morroy 

ORC Ae dai 3-1 
LORD CATHCART brought up the report on the ti. 


The EARL of MANSFIELD moved an amendment to the 
clauſe permitting the exportation of cloth, the ſubſtance of 
which was, that no cloth or woollen goods for the uſe of the 
army or navy of France ſhould be fold or exported, {if known ts 


be for ſuch uſe) without ſubjecting the perſon: ſo offending t: Your 
the penalties of the act. The amendment was adopted. your Lo! 
EARL of GUILDFORD's amendment for allowing :fliance, 
all perſons accuſed of treaſon the benefit of the act of Kin tem des 
William was alſo agreed to. The report was ordered to b © anxio, 
printed, and the bill to be read a third time on the 224, _ Wring tl 
LORD WALSINGHAM preſented the following petition = 
To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal of April 
Great Iritain in Parliament aſſembled :- the humble petitio! | 
of Warren Haſtings, 3 5 
Sheweth, | | 2 
That your petitioner once more makes his appeal, in th 
hope that it will be his laſt, to the juſtice of your Lordſhips 
that he forbears to ſtate the too well known hardihips of his ca Fl 
or the grounds on which he moſt ſolemnly aſſerts his belief, thi g 2 
unleſs your Lordſhips, feeling as he feels, he exormity of lb you; 


delays which have attended his long protratted trial, ſhall reſol | 


„e %% JOU BN AL. 5 
re- chat it be brought- to a concluſion during this ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ted ment, it will not in the ordinary and permitted courſe be ended, 
ent until the adjournment of another year ſhall have added to the 
chances of its bein concluded by other cauſes than the legal 
of verdict of your Lordſhips, which your Lordſhips have been told 

y by one of th "managers of the N muſt. mevitably fall with 
ng. mfamy either on the head of your petitioner, or on thoſe who have, 
hat /me ſo many years of your Lordſhips attendance in labouring ” 
mii F172 yy mig. nope againſt him : that although it may not. 
hey de poſſible for your petitioner to know the time which may be 


on- fined to the duration of the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, yet 
he cannot be inſenſible to the reports which he has heard of the. 
ſhort term which is aſſigned to it; and even its uncertainty is 
v him a ſouree of continual alarm: that as an humble indivi- 
tual, impreſſed with the firmeſt conviction of it Tat Lordſhips. 
juſtice and humanity, he implores N to grant to 
one bn that grace, which as a Britiſh ſubject he might demand as 
his undoubted and * e birthrigbt, — benefit of undenied and 
* #1delayed juſtice; * ek will not leave him a 
fngle exception to the — 2 his Sion ſubjeQs of this kingdom, 
whoſe hearts atteſt the wiſdom of its conſtitution, and who boaſt. 
the bleflings which they enjoy under it; bleſſings in Which 
he cannot be ſaid to participate, who having been the: ſubject of 


* 
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thinly criminal proſecution during fix years, is yet doomed to lin 

ort his life in the ſame. unmerited ſtate of depreſſion, . 
the ind (but for the breath of public opinion, and the hopes of life 
: 10 fuſtaining him) of univerſal and perpetual ignominy. 


Your: petitioner therefore moſt humbly and fervently prays 
jour Lordſhips, on whoſe juſtice and honour he places his firmeſt 
I :cliance, to adopt ſuch means as to your r Lordſhips wiſdom' may 
nem beſt calculated to accompliſh the end which your 2 

0 anxiouſly ſolicits, namely, a cloſe of this long trial 
Uring the preſent ſeſſion of 1 Parliament. ing 181 100 fd 


( Signed ) | 


, 
; s 
7 
2 4 
ed b 
47 * 
4 + 
| 1% 4s 
\ ; 
LS 
. 
my 
Se: 1 72 
: > is 
P? 4 
7 
4 & 
4 1 
© 
IJ; b. ry 
$7 | 97 
12 1 
1 
9 
"4 ; 
8 
> YAY 
+» 13 
"rx." 
i. z 
'" 
8 
x 
4 
1 
FF 
8 
þ 
Pt 4 
"34 p 
4 N 
-+ 4% 
+444 
4 
2 » 
U 
* 
4 
3 4 
137 
5 
1 
* 
"IS 
* 
1 
% 
1 
2 
LF 
* 
4 
+4 


* mater 1 E 95 r 
r N * — —— . 3 
— N . r ee . * KR 

1 n Ch F 4 


W. HASTINGS. 


ng 
| April 18, » 1793 | 
" | ApxiL, 19. 
Thy appointed for a gener TY 
:. Api 20. Magn 0p Tel PF 
5 „r i 
7 | HASTINGS's TRIAL. „„ 


Ad journed the trial to the 25th. St Vp he 7 6 «34,48 
A hourned the Houſe to the 224. LOT TOR e 2 
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— Received ſeveral bills from the Commons, 8 


The bill for the better ſupply of marines wis real a fitting 


, 


0. f3 +» 


OB 60 44 "PRATTERDVUS: CORRESPONDENCE, =»). 
The order” of the day being read, for the third reading of the 
traiterous correſpondence bill wo ren, 
The EARL of STANHOPE propoſed a clauſe to be added 
ts the bill. The purport of the clauſe was to provide, that no- 
thing in the preſent bill ſhould extend or be conſtrued to extend 
to Fre in the funds, or the payment of its intereſt, or to 
any debt lawfully incurred before the paſſing of the act, belong. 
ing to any perſon - reſiding in France. His Lordſhip ſaid, that 
this clauſe appeared to him to be founded in juſtice; ſo plain in 
words, and fo neceſſary for the preſervation of public faith in our 
commercial dealings, that he ſhould abſtain from making any 
22 upon it; he then moved that this clauſe be now re- 
ceived, © nn r dn BIA wht rec 1 Pain 
The clauſe being read from the woolſack, LORD HAWKES- 
BURY faid he did not wiſh that the public faith in the funds of 
this country ſhould be in any degree diminiſhed, but the preſent 
hill was a neceffary meaſure, and he apprehended that if the nature 
clauſe 'now' pro ſhould be adopted, the whole tenor of the dium 
bill: would be changed. There ſeemed to him to have been a quate 
miſtake entertaitied by the Noble Lord as to the extent of ths two cc 
public pledge to foreigners, or ſubjects of this realm living prever 


abroad, and to the mode of remitting to them the intereſt o France 
cheir money in the funds, or the purchaſe money for their capi but if 
tal. Unqueſtionably all money, &c. either at the Bank or the funds 
* Exchequer, was by law to be paid in the current coin of thi the ſec 
Be realm, but there the reſponſibility ends; for as to the'remittance lar pay 
of that money into any foreign country, and eſpecially one 2 ſhips © 


war with this, there was no public pledge whatever; money 11 provid 
that caſe was ſubject to all the perils of aſl property in its paſſage 
from one country to another in time of war. This clauſe, as || 
appeared to him, had a tendency to alter the colour of the wholt 
bill, and therefore he felt himſelf bound to oppoſe it. - - 
LORD STANHOPE defended the clauſe, and pointed ov 
5 the hardſhips under which proprietors in dur funds living abroa 
| Would labour. They would have no action againſt their agen! 
5 here if they ſent a bill of exchange which was not honoured 
| nor was he ſure that if theſe agents acted truly to their trug 
© they might not incur the penalties of high treaſon; as defined 
| the preſent bill. He again entreated their Lordſhips to refleg 
on the ſacredneſs of public faith before they agreed to reject thi 
Clauſe, and the dreadful ſituation in which they would arſe 
BE propri 0 


3 


hone, 3, 1% ] POU ENA ay 


proprietor of funds living abroad, by leaving him entirely with - 
out any remedy againſt malverſation of his own agent, for the 
agent's right to receive the me and refuſal to tranſmit it; 
this reminded him of the caſe of a man who complained: f 
being ſtarving in priſon, and when told that his agent had re- 
ceived money For his uſe, replied that was very true, hut that he 
ſhould never be the better for that vhile there were iron bart 
| between Rage JJVEFF 27th 19.435 2.3 

The. EARL. of LAUDERDALE ſaid, that the anſwer 
given by the Noble Lord to the Noble Earl Who had 
the clauſe in queſtion, appeared to him to be wholly inadequate. 
His Lordſhip maintained that all the capital laid out in our funds 
by foreigners was much to our advantage, and that therefore we 
ought to give that practice all the encouragement in our power. 
The bill now before the Houſe, without ſuch a clauſe as that 
now propoſed, would tend to defeat that object. Indeed fo- 
reigners would be deceived in the ideas they had hitherto enter- 
tained of the character of the Britiſh Parliament, if this clauſe 
was rejected, for they had al ways thought this country would 
keep the ſtricteſt faith with regard to the payment of all debts 
due to them. How was this to be verified if ſome meaſure of a 
nature ſimilar to the preſent clauſe was. not adopted? The me- 
dium of bills of exchange would indeed appear to be very inade- 
quate when it was conſidered that all commerce between the 
two countries was to be at an end. His Lordſhip ſaid, that the 
preventing any ſubject of this country from purchaſing lands in 
France was very unjuſt, and, in his opinion, quite unn mM 
but if the payment to foreigners of any of their property in the 
funds was retarded, or in any degree obſtructed, we ſhould ſhake 
the ſecurity which foreigners all thought they had for the regu- 
lar payment of their demands upon us. He warned their Lord- 
ſhips of the danger which might follow, if care was not taken to 
provide againſt theſe eviii. | 

LORD HAWKESBURY contended that this bill did not 
go as far as many others which had paſſed in caſes of leſs emer - 
gency than the preſent. Gas 1 4TH 

The queſtion being put, the clauſe was rejected. 

On the queſtion, that this bill do nom pass, 

The EARL of GUILDFORD faid, chat although the pre- 
ſent bill had undergone many important amendments, yet it ſtill 
contained too much of its original and objectionable matter for 
him to aſſent to its paſſing, without ſtating his objections. His 
Lordſhip obſerved,” that words of changes ind never by law 
been deemed treaſon, and yet by one of the proviſions of this 
bill, an agreement in words only was declared to be treaſon; he 


requeſted their Lordſhips to reflect upon the inconſiſtency of 
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making that an act of treaſon; which: would: not amount to. 


common agreement in any court in Weſtminſter-Hall. Ther 


was another obſervation which he could not voip. making, ang 
which aroſe in his mind from a ſpeech wliich he 


Noble and Learned Lord had ſaid, that notwithſtanding all the 
proviſions of the t bill, there ſtill remained treaſons under 


the act of the 25th of Edward III. Having no doubt of the le- 


gality of that opinion, he felt himſelf bound to obſerve that the 


ves of the people were put in great Hanger by this bill, for a2 
| nat 


man of an ordinary . underſtanding wou urally take it for 
1 that if a bill paſſed, ſpecifying certain acts to be treaſon, 
things not included in that bill were not treaſon; for this 
reaſon he ſhould think it would be prope 
ſtating, that no man ſhould be convicted of treaſon on any law 
except the preſent. bill; indeed he had ſeen nothing in the ſitua-· 
tion of this country that called for any alteration of the law of 
treaſon, but if there was to be any alteration, it ſhould be ſuch 
as every man liable to fall a victim to it might underſtand. His 
Lordſhip added ſeveral other obſervations, and ſaid, that 
in its preſent form muſt have his negative. | 


this bill, he roſe to ſay that it had his moſt hearty, concurrence ; 


as this, or any other meaſure whatever, would have that could 
prevent, or had even a tendency to prevent, the importation and 


tion of French principles into this country. His Lord- 


ſhip id, he was born and bred, as his anceſtors. before him 


were, an Antigallican; that he had lived to be confirmed in theſe 
principles, to find that they were not falſely implanted in his 
mind, and to know, from experience, that So 

was better than the new. 


the world. Univerſal dominion had ever been her aim. She 
tried it under a monarchical, the is now trying the ſame thing 

under a republican form of government. What the. attempted 
under Louis the XIVth, ſhe is now aiming at under citizen 
Egalite. The governments are different, but the object is the 
ſame. He had learnt too that French liberty would be Engliſh 


flavery; and therefore he was. not one of thoſe that much 
wiſhed for French freedom: for, although a chriſtian, he was not 
ſo good a one as to loye his neighbour, better than hipaſelf. I. 
have, thank God, ſaid his Lordſhip, enough of that Roman 
amor patriæ in my boſom, to prefer my on to any other | 


country, and thus to ſay with Pope: e e FRO) 
« Friends, parents, netghbours, firſt we do embrace,” 
* Our country next; and then all human race. 


. 


ad heard from 
the Woolfack in the courſe of a former debate on this bill—that | 


r. to. inſert a clauſe, | 


the bill 
LORD ABINGDON ſaid, not to give a filent-vote upon 


old philoſophy 


e had been taught to conſider. | 
France nat only as the natural enemy of this country, but of all 


The | 


avainſt 
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The MARQUIS of LANSDOWNE oppoſed not merely 
the clauſes,” but the whole principle of the bill. He faid it was 
extremely impolitic to bring within the deſcription of high trea- 
ſon things in their nature indifferent or uniqſportant. High 
treaſon was the higheſt crime which the law or the legiſlature 
knew; and therefore the puniſhment annexed to it ought not to 
de made to fall on petty offenders. The life and liberty of the 
King were of the greateſt importance to the ſtate; for upon 
them reſted the peace and happineſs of the whole COT, 
it was cotiſequently wiſe and juſt that an attempt to deprive his 
Majeſty of either, ſhould be called might treaſon, and puniſhed as 
ſuch; but it would be ridiculouſly abſard that a man who ſhoald, 
during the preſent war, ſell to the French a pair of %% boots, 
ſhould be deemed exaQtly as criminal as if he had actually taken 
away the life of the King, or robbed him of his liberty. Great 
puniſhment ſhould be reſerved for great offences; for it would be 
extreme folly and injuſtice to confound acts of great and of little 
importance to ſociety under the general denomination of high 
treaſon. Mankind could hear to fee the porn te yr os E 
law fall upon a man who ſhould' have been guilty of the enor- 
mous crime of compaſſing the King's death; but he ventured to 
fax that, in the preſent enlightened day, the public could not 
bear to ſee àa man drawn upon a ledge, hanged by the neck, but 
not till he was dead, cut down alive, his bowels taken out, his 
head then chopt off, and his body divided into quarters, for no 
other crime than that of having fold a pair of ſhoes or boots, or 
ſome proviſions 'to' the French during the preſent war. His 
Lordſhip ſaid, he had at all times been diſpoſed to uphold the 
Majeſty of the throne; and he was ſtill more diſpoſed to do fo 
n preſent; when the tide of democracy was running fo flrongly 
gainſt royal he was ready therefore to give his ſupport to 
any bill calculated to give greater ſecurity to the crown, and in- 
lure ſtill more the perſonal” ſafety of the King; for fuch pur- 
poſes he was willing to eftend the ſtatute of treaſon; but he 
could not bear to think that the ſelling of a pair of ſhoes to the 
French ſhould be made in the eye of the law as criminal” an act 
% the murder of the King.” > wiſe legiflators, who ſhould 
accommodate thetnſelves the ſpirit and temper of the times, and 
to the changes in the public mind, he faid, their Lordſhips 
onght to make allowances for the change of opinions which had 
taxen' place in Europe ſince the revolution in America; that 
great event had been productive of many others; and no one 
could tell how many more would fpring out of it. Three 
millions of men in a neighbouring kingdom, (the catholics of 
Ireland) who had bent under the weight of oppreſſion, and had 
been obliged for a century paſt to go upon all fours, now 9 
| | eredt 
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erect upon two legs like the reſt of their ee this rich 
was an important change, and ought to influence the legiſlature elle 
in its future ſyſtems; for a government., in which three millions avs 
of people who bad hitherto been. doomed. to ſilence, and who ot « 
now. could raiſe their voice in their, country, muſt perceiye that nr?! 
chat very circumſtance would. call for ſerious attention to the | 
opinions and wiſhes of the governed. In Scotland there was a nt © 
growing democracy, becoming daily more powerful, becauſe 1 01 
more wealthy through the medium of commerce, Theſe two tur 


eircumſtances would make it neceſſary that government ſhould 
be peculiarly careful to rule the people with prudence and wiſ- 
dom; and to take from them all temptation to emigrate from 
Europe to America, whither he underſtood that many of our 
moſt uſeful- and ſkilful artificers and manufacturers were pre- 
paring to carry their induſtry. and ingenuity. '. No man, he faid, | 
ſhould farther than he would in maintaining the authority 
of the King; he would on account. of the ber. doctrines 
broached in France, conſent to place him a, hundred miles 
higher than ever he was before; but at the ſame time he would 
not revolt the feelings of the people by prepoſterouſly puniſh- 
ing an unimportant act with the fame ſeverity, as if it were 
levelled againſt the life of the monarch, and ſafety of the |} 
| Nate. . Hiſtory ſhewed that there had always: been a nn 
in Parliament to enact new ſtatutes of treaſon; before the 25 
of Edward the Third, they were fo numerous, that it was 
ſcarcely ſafe for a man to ſtir a ſingle ſtep, or open his lips, 
without ſaying or doing ſomething which by thoſe ſtatutes was 
ee eee 
to repeal them all, and to paſs the famous act of the 25th of his 
reign, which was conſidered as the ſtandard for feaning treaſon. 
In the. reign of his ſucceſſor Richard the Second, ſtatutes of 
treaſan began again to ſpring up, but to ſhew the little efficacy of 
them he had only to 1 — they could not ſave the unfor- 
tunate monarch who had ſo multi fed them, or prevent him 
from being depoſed and murdered. 17 — the Fourth, who ſuc- 
eeeded him, followed the example of Edward the Third, and re- 
aled all tlie acts of treaſon, except the 25th of that King, 
Both Houſes of Parliament indeed wanted him rather to extend 
than to repeal ſtatutes of treaſon; they both propoſed to him a 
bill for making /acrilege treaſon ; but — Ls the Fourth, inſtcad 
of giving it his royal aſſent, rejected it by means of his negative, 
ſaying e roi aviſera. From this time to that of Queen Mary 
the Fa ſtatutes of treaſon again multiplied to. fuch a degree, 
that Mary found ſhe could not do. the nation a greater pleaſure 
than to repeal them all except the 25th of Edward the Third. 
From the time of that Queen to the preſent day, ne tue 
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of treaſon were enacted againſt Papiſts, againſt coiners, and againſt 
ſuch as ſhould endeavour to prevent or overturn the Hanover ſuc - 
ceſſion. [The ſtatutes againſt the firſt were deemed in our liberal 
days too bloody and unjuſt to be put into execution, and were 
laſt yea — 13 The acts againſt coiners were now found 
inadequate to the end for which they had been paſſed; and muſt 
very p bn be reviſed by the legiſlature. The ſtatutes of treaſon 
made for the ſecurity of the Hanover ſueceſſion were now com- 
pletely uſeleſs, that ſucceſſion being firmly eſtabliſhed and un- 
diſturhed by any claim or pretenſion in oppoſition to it. At 
preſent he did not fee any neceſſity for ſtatutes of treaſon, except 
for the ſecurity of the life and dignity of the ſovereign, and the 
fafety of the ſtate. He therefore could not bear to fee a bill 
pas that Houſe for eee, acts of little or no importance, 
with / juſt the ſame rigour as if they were done againſt the life of 
the King, of the very being of the community. The authority 
of Grotius, he ſaid, might perhaps be quoted againſt him; but 
he was confident, that as the opinion of that able man had been 
roverned by the principles and ſentiments entertained in his day 
by the different nations, he would, if he was now alive, give 
quite another opinion, on account of the revolution which he 
muſt perceive in the public mode of thinking. Revolutions in 
public opinions were much more rapid than men in general 
might think ; fo late as the year 1755, it was ſtipulated that the 
plunder acquired by the Ruſſians at the capture of Berlin 
ſhould be conſidered as part of the ſubſidy to be paid to Ruſſia. 
duch a ſtipulation did not at that time hurt the public feelings; 
but no one would dare to propoſe fuch an one at this moment; 
the world would not endure it. With reſpect to the war in 
which we were at preſent engaged, and on account of which the 
bill then under conſideration had been framed, his Lordſhip ſaid, 
he|could not better deſcribe the injuſtice of it, than by quoting 
a paſſage from the Engliſh Grotius, the learned Archdeacon 
Paley, in which that author, ſetting down what were the cauſes 
which could juſtify war in general, obſerved that nothing could 
e more unjuſtifiable than that one nation ſhould take advantage 
of the weakneſs, misfortunes, or diſtraction of another, and thus 
ake war upon it with views of conqueſt and ndizement; 
(ch he conſidered the nature of the preſent war. Having thus 
afgued both againſt the war and the bill, his Lordſhip faid that 
the bill, though it ſhould have been as juſt in its principle as it 
x evidently otherwiſe, would never be able to anſwer its own 
ect; for it never could prevent the traders of this country 
on ſupplying the French with the enumerated articles, when 
e profit to be made was likely to be great. He wiſhed their 
ordihips would order to their bar twenty of the moſt reſpectable 
of. 1 os merchants 
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merchants of London, and aſk them, upon their honour, whe. 
ther it was their opinion that the preſent. bill would effectuall 
prevent ſupplies of the enumerated articles from finding their 
way from this country to France during the war; he was fure, 
he faid, before hand, that theſe gentlemen would be of opinion, 
that the bill never could anſwer the end for which it was made, 
He remembered very well an anecdote of a chairman of the we 
Eaft India Company, ow no more. Their Lordſhips knew 8 
that the Company took great pains. to prevent ſupplies of arms 1855 
or ammunition from being carried out in its ſhips for the uſe Wl Ce i 
of the native princes in India; but though the Company pof- or thi 
feſſed fome domeſtic power over its own ſhips both here and di ' 
abroad, yet its endeavours to prevent the Nabobs from getting ; { 
fupplies of arms from England, even in its own fhips, had ever A* 
proved ineffectual. The anecdote which he was going to relate, ju * 
he ſaid, would prove the truth of this aſſertion, A chairman of 10 
the Eaſt India pany once queſtioned an officer in the Com- 5 np 
y's fervice, and aſked him whether it was not true that he le 
had furniſhed ſuch a Nabob with a fupply of gunpowder ? The pa 14 
officer then anſwered in the affirmative, The chairman then 5 1 
aſked what profit he had made? The anfwer was—* about 10 105 p 
« per cent. leſs than you made, Mr. Chairman, on the artiller {I ©! * 
„ with which you ſupplied ſuch a Nabob ?” Such, his Lordſhip 5 15 
remarked, was the inefficacy of all regulations made by the #4 6 
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Company for preventing its fervants from ſupplying the native | 

— of India with arms and military ſtores ; and juſt ſuch, le i N ; 
believed, would be the inefficacy of the preſent bill. Some No- 40 } 
ble Lords, he obſerved, had defended the bill on this ground, tha F 1 
there was ſomething in the internal ſtate of this country which ber n 
called for and made rt neceſſary : he knew of no fuch ſtate; he K 0 8 
believed nothing of what he had heard about plots, and confpi 00 a 
racies, and feditions in Great Britain; he did not, indeed, {a 170 y 
that there might not be ſome diſcontented and diſaffected peopſſ .. 8 
in the nation, for ſuch were to be found in every nation; b ON 
all that was neeeſſary for the purpoſe of counteracting them wa 1 
vigilance on the part of the executive government; nothing 0 ay: 

could, be more abfurd. than, for the purpoſe of keeping then * 8 
under, to extend the ſtatutes of treaſon. Upon all theſe grounds 10 = 
his Lordſhip ſaid, he not only oppoſed the bill, but was dete WIS 1 
mined even to take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it. 1 20 0 
The DUKE of LEEDS ſupported the bill. His Grace fait ** 
he had not been preſent at any other diſcuſſion of it, or he woul f A Ul 
have taken an earlier opportunity of returning his thanks to n ur 
Majeſty's Miniſters for the vigorous exertions which they h | {aq 
made fr the ſuppreſſing the ſpirit of diſcontent and feditid . 


nn begun to ſhew itſelf in many parts of the kingdon aimed 


» e would have thanked them alſo for the readineſs with which 
y hey had ſent relief to our allies the Dutch, and prepared to 
eit larry on a war as unproyoked as it was unjuſt on the part of 


wy france. The correſpondence between the Noble Secretary of 
ay ae and M. Chauvelin, he conſidered as having done great ho- 
= bur to the former, who had diſplayed a firmneſs in the ne 
wy ciation, which could be equalled only by his moderation. His 
79s Grace ſaid, he believed the perſons who were at the head of at- 
- fairs in France had wiſhed: to be able to accompliſh their views 
wn; on the continent without a war with England ; but then they 
did not wiſh that England ſhould in the mean time be at peace; 
they had hoped that — ſhould have been able to raiſe ſuch diſ- 
turbances in the heart of the country, as would have been full 
ſufficient to take up all the attention of the Britiſh Miniſtry, 05 
that France might be at liberty to purſue her views of ambition, 


of without any oppoſition from — . but finding that the 
2 Engliſh nation had too much ſenſe to be duped, the prevailing 
10 party in France immediately declared war againſt us, and com- 


pelled us to arm in our own defence. We were at war there- 
fore, not for purpoſes of aggrandizement or ambition, but for 
that of ſelf-defence ; and our only object was to concur with the 
other confederated powers in reſtoring the general tranquillity of 
Europe, which the new philoſophy and principles of France had 
diſturbed. He was happy that Holland was now ſafe, and that 
the Netherlands were evacuated by the French; but he ſaid he 
would be very ſorry that this ſucceſs, however great, ſhould 
ke his Majeſty's Miniſters relax their efforts for — the 
general cranquillity: They ought ſtill to keep a watchful eye 
upon the prevailing party and principles in France: were we to 
rex, that party might make ſome great effort, and retard the 
object which the belligerent powers had in view; the reſtoration 
of happineſs to France, and of peace to that diſtracted kingdom 
and to Euro | ke ok | | n 
ORD GRENVILLE thanked the Noble Duke for the 
obliging terms in which he had been pleaſed to ſpeak of his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, who, he aſſured him, would endeavour to ſecure 
the continuance of his Grace's approbation by the ſame meays 
f\pugh which they had gained it, a ſteady attention to the in- 
tereſts of their country, and regard for the tranquillity of Eu- 
roje. In anſwer wr pr Lanſdowne, he ſaid, he would ever 


0n/our part a war of defence; that his Majeſty's Miniſters had 
no provoked it, but on the contrary had done every thing, con- 


part a war of ambition or aggrandizement ; for we remained un- 
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maintain that the war in which we were actually engaged was 


likent with national honour, to avoid it: it could not be on our 


ned ſpectators of the diſtractions of France, till the faction 
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which prevailed in that country bad actually violated the ter. 
of our allies the Dutch, and diſputed with them the nayi. 
gation of 'a river which we were bound by treaty to ſecure to 


them excluſively; This was the plain ſtate of the caſe, and | 
therefore he was aſtoniſhed how any one could be found, w], | 


would venture to fay that we were aggreſſors, or had [provoked 
the war. His Lordſhip then 1 to defend the principle 
and the clauſes of the bill, which he ſaid, in point of fact, did not 
make a new law, or make any act criminal Which was not ſo 
already by the exiſting ſtatute of treaſon: the Noble Marquis 
muſt be aware that to ſupply the enemy with articles neceiary 
for carrying on the war againſt us, was already treaſon under the 
act of the 25th of Edward III. The Noble Marquis had endea- 
voured to raiſe a ſmile, by aſking whether it was fit that a nan 
| ſhould ſuffer as a traitor, merel 3 he had ſold the French 
an old pair of boots? he might have gone on in the ſame (train, 
and have aſked' whether a man ought to be put to death merely 
for having accidentally fold to the French ſome ſhoes, or ſome 
arms, or ſome gunpowder, or ſome ball, to a nation actualiy at 
war with his own; theſe ſurely were all inſtances of adhering to 
the King's enemies, and conſequently would come within the 
law of treaſon, though the preſent bill ſhould never have been 
thought of. The 
himſelf could beſt explain, dwelt upon the ſentence paſſed upon 
perſons convicted of treaſon ; but ſurely the Nohle Marquis 
might well have ſpared that affecting appeal to the paſſions, when 
he knew that this dreadful ſentence never was executed literally; 
but that the criminal was not cut down till he was completely 
dead. Lord Grenville expreſſed great ſatisfaction at our recent 
ſucceſſes, and obſerved that the circumſtances in which we now 
ſtood, was a matter of exultation to this country, 
The EARL of GUILDFORD faid, the ſpirit of the coun- 
try was ſo completely awake, and attachment to the conſtitution 
ſo ſtrong, as to defeat all the attempts of domeſtic enemies, i 
any ſuch there were. The exiſting laws were ſufficient for 
every purpoſe avowed as the object of the bill, and therefore it 
vas that he oppoſed enacting a new code of treaſon. 
The EARL of LAUDERDALE faid, that whenever an) 
Noble Lord thought proper to boaſt of the ſituation into which 
| the country had been put by the war, he ſhould think it hi 
duty to call their Lordſhips' attention to all the circumſtances 
of that ſituation, and the fituation in which the country might 


| have been, had a different line of conduct been purſued, Mi 


niſters ought to recollect, that over-eagerneſs in aiming 2 blow 

at an enemy, might not only prevent the blow from takin 

effect, but be the cauſe of miſchief to ourſelves. The _ 
8 


oble Marquis had, for reaſons which he 
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which he was not to be called the enemy of his country for op- 
poling, was not objectionable in its general principle, but 
in the detail of its clauſes, The making a mere verbal agree- 
ment to ſupply any of the prohibited articles treaſon, although 
no act ſhould follow the agreement, was, he believed, new in 
the laws of treaſon.” If any part of the French territories ſhould 
be conquered and occupied by us or our allies during the war, 
all commerce with ſuch part would be prohibited, except by 
licence from his Majeſty's Miniſters ; which was in fact veſting 
them with a new x 7x Acton power. Their exerciſe of tiie 
diſcretionary powers veſted in them by the alien bill, ſhewed 
the impropriety of granting ſuch powers. Perſons ſubje to 
the regulations of that bill were ſuffered to be preſent at their 
Lordſhips' debates, only in order to calumniate their mem- 
hers; while others were ſent out of the country for cauſes 
which it would be ludicrous to ſtate. The clauſe for prohi- 
biting the purchaſe of lands in | France was at variance with the 
principle; - for while the profeſſed object was to prevent France 
from raiſing ſupplies on lands declared to be public property, it 
prohibited buying lands the property of private perſons, and this 
too at a time when nothing ſhort of abſolute folly could induce 
the ſubjects of this countty to lay out their money in the pur- 
chaſe of national property in France. The new clauſe, atrach- 
ing corruption of blood to the penalties of the bill, he conceived 
to be an infringement of the law of entail in Scotland, as fanc- 
| tioned by a ſupplementary ftatute to the act of union. He 
ſhould be ſorry if, in any. war, the country had not better means 
of defence than any that the bill could afford. But in what was 
the preſent war more dangerous than former wars? Was 
France, with Auſtria, Pruſſia, and Spain, leagued againſt her, 
more formidable than when ſhe combated with Spain, Holland, 
and America on her fide? When Noble Lords exuked in the 
| conſequences of the war, he muſt ſay that he had ſeen thoſe con- 
ſequences in a melancholy liſt of more than 400 bankrupts. 
When they talked of the ſituation in which this country now 
ſtood, he muſt deſire them to recollect what might have been its 
lituation if, inftead of engaging as principals in the war, we had, 
now that the French were driven back into their own territorics, 
relerved our force to interpoſe for the reſtoration of general 
peace. It did not appear that our exertions had contributed to 
make the French abandon their conqueſts. Highly as he 
thought of the illuſtrious perſonage ſent to command our few 
oops on the continent, and confhdent as he was in the valour 
and the vigour of thoſe troops, whenever they ſhould be brought 
into action, he could not ſuppoſe that 1 men had ſaved 
Holland, or driven the French from the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
: | The 
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The LORD CHANCELLOR replied to Lord Lauder. 


dale: he ſaid he did not know whether he might venture 
to oppoſe his own unlearned lay opinion to the great leg] 
knowledge of the Noble Lord; but 1 he might, he would take 
upon himſelf to ſay that though words: ſpoken without delibera. 
- tion did not come Within the ſtatute of treaſon, . yet an agreement 
to furniſh the King's enemies with the means of carrying on the 
war againſt him, muſt be the reſult of deliberation, an though 
not committed to writing did certainly amount to treaſon, being 
an actual bargain concluded for doing that which no man could 
do without being guilty of treaſon ; an agreement therefore of 
ſuch a nature, whether in writing or merely verbal, was un- 
doubtedly treafonable. The war, he contended, was unprovoked 
by us: fome Noble Lords he knew were of opinion that we 
might have avoided it by ſending an ambaſſador to France, but 
he differed widely from them, and fo, he believed, did all the 
thinking part of the nation. He aſked whether ſending an am- 
baſſador to Paris would have been a very likely way to ſuppreſs 
the ſpirit which was beginning to ſhew itſelf in England? a 
ſpirit fraterniſing with the prevailing party in France, Whe- 
ther the beſt way to defend the conſtitution would have been to 
negociate and fraterniſe with thoſe who in all their decrees 
ſhewed themſelves the avowed enemies of that conſtitution, and 
of every regular government in Europe? Whether the ſending 
an ambaſſador to Paris would have produced that 3 

2 


among the great powers on the continent, to counteract thoſe 


deſtructive principles which, under a ſpecious appearance, were 
Jet looſe upon the conſtitution of every European ſtate? and 


which, if not oppoſed, muſt have made every country in Europe 


like France —a ſcene of anarchy, confuſion, and blood. The 
Noble Lord who had ſpoken laſt had aſked, whether 1, 900 


Britiſh guards could have ſaved Holland; he would not heſitate 
to anſwer that queſtion with a direct affirmative. - The diſpatch | 


with which that aid, however ſmall, was ſent, the ſpirit of the 
men, and the high character of the illuſtrious perſonage who 
commanded it, had, he was bold to ſay, been the ſalvation f 
Holland. The Learned Lord obſerved that, if the objection made 
by the Noble Lord to the clauſe relating to the purchaſe of lands 
was allowed to have any weight with the Houſe, -it would com- 
pletely defeat the whole purpoſe of the clauſe. If Britiſh ſubjects 
were to be at liberty to purchaſe the landed property of indi- 


viduals in France, but not the property of the public, the con- 


ſequence would be that the buſineſs would be ſettled this way: 


A Frenchman would buy lands from the public, and ſell 


them immediately, as his own private property, to an Engliſh- 
man: and thus would the bill allow that to be done _— 
= bs Whie 
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which cannot be done direcily without the guilt of high treaſon. 
Such 2 regulation would well warrant the epithet . 
which ſome Noble Lord had been pleaſed to apply to the bill; 
but as he wiſhed it to be effectual and not nugatory, he would 
not conſent to any amendment which would defeat the end for 
which the bill was brought in. With reſpect to the proviſo 
reſpecting the heirs of entail in Scotland, he wiſhed the Noble 
Lord had mentioned it ſooner, and not waited till the laſt ſtage 
of the bill; he conſidered the proviſo, however, as unneceſſary, 
a8 by a conſtruction of law the heirs of entail in Scotland were 
placed on the ſame footing as remainder-men in England; who, 
though the perſon enjoying a life- eſtate in that property, the re- 
mainder to which was veſted in them, ſhould be convicted of 
high treaſon, ſucceeded nevertheleſs to the eſtate, which was not 
forfeited by the conviction. {© © © 5 
The EARL of LAUDERDALE roſe to explain; he ſaid, 
he could not pretend to give a legal opinion of his own, becauſe 
he knew he was not qualified for ſuch a taſk; but he might 
quote the opinion of others, who ſtood high in profeſſional 
rank, and fay, under their authority, that a verbal agreement 
to ſell, without any fubſequent delivery, did not amount to 


treaſon. | 
At nine o'clock the Lords called for the queſtion, which was 
put by the Lord Chancellor, and the Houſe divided. 
| Contents - - 
-- +: "pe Tontents 3 1 
The bill was accordingly paſſed, and ordered back to the 
Commons with the en 782. made by their Lordſhips; and 
then the Houſe adjourned: 28 > pies 
The ſeven Noble Peers who diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
voting againſt the paſſing of the bill, were I MP 
The Duke of Bedford | Earl of Dertly _ 
Marquis of Lan{downe Earl of Thanet 
Earl of Guildford 1 
Earl, of Lauderdale Earl Stanhope. 


APRIL 23, 24. 
No debate. 
APRIL 25. 
| HASTINGS'S TRIAL. | 
Adjourned the trial to the 30th. 
29h 2 ApRIL 26. F RD 
No debate. Adjourned to the 29th. ; 


ri 
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In a committee of privileges on the Scotch peerage election, 5 
reſolved, on the motion of the Lord Chancellor, that the wor (NP nb 
given by the Earl of Moray, at ſaid election, were good. Houſe 


e queſtion with reſpect to the votes given by ſuch Peers of deauti 
Scotland as have been created Peers of Great Britain ſince the LC 
union was, on the motion of Lord Grenville, deferred till May tioned 
7, to which day the committee was adjourned. , . | for thi 

150 5 APRIL 30. 0 24 * 
17 0 ever, 

The royal aſſent was given by commiſhon to ſuch bills 2 LO 
were ready. 5 | | . motion 

The order of the day was for the ſecond reading of the Dudley The 
canal bill. : ſpect te 


LORD PORCHESTER objected, in ſtrong terms, to the the jud 
injuſtice. of obliging any of the proprietors of the old Dudley 
canal navigation, againſt their will and without their conſent, to 
embark as adventurers in the newly projected canal, authoriſcd The 
to be carried on under the preſent act: — his Lordſhip. inſiſted, bi: 
that the majority of the whole company could not poſſibly bind 
the minority, except by ſuch acts as came within the purview of | 
their original charter, or act, by which they were conſtituted as 
à corporation; and that the majority (if ſuch they could be 25 
deemed) of the old Dudley canal navigation, who had brought on 
forward the preſent bill, muſt have an equal right to oblige the dn the! 
diſſentient proprietors to engage in any other undertaking or en- vided 
terprize whatever, as become adventurers in the propoſed canal, | 
which had no connexion whatever with the object of their ori- 
ginal eſtabliſhment as a corporation. His Lordſhip did not diſ- 
pute the juſtice and propriety of the general principle, that pri- 
vate individuals ought to be obliged to part with their property, | The | 
for the purpoſe of an evident public benefit; but this ought the day 
never to be done, unleſs when the facrifice of the private property The 
is indiſpenſably neceſſary to the carrying on the public work | The 
from which that benefit 1s to be Jerived'—<if this rule were once that one 
to be deviated from, there could be no ſecurity for private pro- 


perty; and in this view he conceived the principle of the pre- e year 
ſent bill to be in the higheſt degree dangerous:—his Lordſhip n taking 
concluded with moving, that a queſtion ſhould be put to the WM ſuch fun 
Judges whether the majority, in ſuch a caſe as the preſent, could | Ther 
have a right to bind the minority? — When their | Lordſhips b the H 
ſhould be informed from ſuch high authority how the law LOR] 
ſtood, they would then have to determine what, in this par- idle, ; 
ticular inſtance, it was right for them to do in their legiſlative ES 

VVV ; 2 ticula 
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The EARL of COVENTRY « ke in favour of the bill; 
nd mentioned an inſtance, with reſpect to Worceſter, where a 
number of pint tw would be obliged to part with their 
houſes, mu Ges Ol, for the purpoſe of widening, 


nN 701 es lle ae . caſe men- 


tioned by the Noble Lord was different from the preſen 
| for — the public work could —4 by any poſſibility, rn 
on without the ſacrifice of private property; for w a, how- 


ever, full indemnification ought to be given, 


LORD BAGOT ſpoke againft the bill; and in favour of the - 


be LORD CHANCELLOR fue a few I be pu re- 
725 to the proper form ion propoſed to be put to 
the judges; after which the Houſe WP. 
Contents - | 3 
Not contents | I 
The bill was then read and committed, 


6 8 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


| | APRIL 10. 
| On the actin for bringing up the report of the committee 
m the Rochdale canal bill a hor debate took plac the Houſe 
VL | 
'For receiving the ——— 
= F e 
MESSAGE FROM THE KING; | 


The meſſage from his Majeſty being read, as alſo the order ef 
the day for taking it into confideration, 
[Tha Houſe rebel! itſelf into a committee ſor chat 5 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUE N 1 
fhat one million five hundred thouſand pounds be granted to his 
Ilajeſty, to enable him to defray the extraordinary experice of 
e year 1 79 in proſecuting the preſent war with yigour, and 
n taking T meaſures * pon E on ence of the caſe may require; 
jch ſum to be charghe uer bills, &c. 
[Th reoltion wa 2 and ordered to be reported. 
the Houſe \ 
[ORGY FILLING ſaid,” that an end of this war i — 
e, a e hoped that wou happen urr : 
ad violent alarms had taken Me Wy ſeveral parts of France, 
ticularly in Brittany. His Lordfhip thought that govern 
int had but one reaſon for not ſending rroogs to France for the 
Ver. II. Uu | purpoſe 
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purpoſe of albſling in theſe alatms to diſtreſy'the enemy, name! 
10 hat there were be troops to ſend. He therefore r 
that ſuch of our militia as ſhould be willing to go ſhould be 
added to a number of regulars, ſo that no more; than'a third of 
the whole number ſhould be employed in this el the re- 
wainder would be quite ſufficietit to preſerve the internal tran- 
| quillity y of our own country. This he ed to be done by a 
dill to enable his Majeſt * add to eſtabliſhed ſoldiers, &c. 
The report of the 1 * ution Juſt enteted i into was ordered to 
be received to-morrow, 
By a meſſage from the Lords the Houſe was -informed, that 
their Lordſhips had agreed to. the bill for paying and cloating 
the militia of England, and ſeveral private bills. © hers te 


CORN, HARVEST AND CANALS. | | count 


| bill, tc 
Sir CHARLES MORGAN moved the order of the 1 
which was to go into a committee on a bill to prevent, the wall. 
ing of canals in the time of the corn harveſt. 
Mr. FRANCIS oppoſed this motion, and cnzintained i it to be 
impoſſible to frame a bill upon the principle of that which the 
preſent motion ſought for, without violating the principle of 
freedom and juſtice. No man ſhould be compelled to give up 
the advantage of chooſing his mode af labour, and making what 
profit he could by it. If the farmers found that the proprietors 
of canals paid better than they did for the labour of others, the 
farmers ſhould increaſe the wages of their labourers; the legit 
lature ought not to affiſt them in WI 5 wy labourers to 
work for them at the price they pleaſed. 
Mr. DENT was =_ bill in ; he faid ther 
were hundreds of peo ho came from e 
land, for the] ok Gly: of working in canals, and who knen 
nothing of corn harveſt, If this bill paſſed, they would be en- 
| your 47 E Wanne of the only honeſt means they had of ſubſiſtence 
eir native 54 would the farmers 
| = Laer expeners, 3 d give them an equivalent for their loſs ol 


* 

N. POWYS was 'S was E an unqualified bill to the reſtrain 
of labour, but at one might be moditicd ſo as to mee 
the ends of j uſtice 5 expediency. | _ 

Mr. CAWTHORNE was neatly of the ſame opinion. 

Mr. COURTENAY. oppoſed: the whole principle of the bill 
upon the ſame grounds as thoſe ſpecified by Mr. Francis. F 

Mr. BURKE alfo oppoſed tlie whale principle of the bil 
He ſaid there could not exiſt any neceſſity for it; for when 
there was a co cn be font, for 1 the price of labour, then 
would labourers 6 
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er CHARLES MORGAN aid, if this bill did mat pak, be 
ef ired 12 in the corn. 

r WILLIAM MILNER was againſt the motion. 

Sir WILLIAM-DOLBEN in favour of it, and thought the 
bill might be modified to obviate 


objections. 
A diviſion ws called for, but it was afterwards agreed to poſt 
mon re mh ode rat VN 


. .$STOCKBRIDGE ELECTION. 7 


| The cer of the day being real, for taking into conſderation 
he adjourned debate, on the motion for leave to bring in a bi 
to prevent bribery and corruption in the future election of mem- 
hers to ſerve in parliament for the of Stockbridge, in the 
county of Southampton; and alſo for leave to bring in another 
bill, to disfranchiſe certain electors of that borough 

Mr. POWYS faid, that as to the firſt bill — had no objec- 
tion, but unleſs he had better evidence laid before him, he ſhould 
not think himſelf juſtified in voting for the ſecond. 

Mr. SALISBURY: ſaid a few. words in explanation of * 
evidence on which the report of the committee was founded. 

Mr. FOX approved of the mode which had been 133 
the preſent caſe, in ſeparating the two objects of the report of 
the committee. e conſidered the bill to An 98 
5 2 bill of pains and penalty; and he remembered in the caſe of 
Shoreham, when a bill of pains and penalties * Welz 
gent deal of evidence in the Houſe, but not thinking that cv 
dnce ſufficient he voted againſt that bill. He had no 
objeftion to this bill ing brought d. in, in order that 
might be fully diſeuſſe t then he ſhould es . to 
de given berry wma 1 that Houſe ins voy Hoary 
of the clear guilt of theſe eleQors, before he ſhould agree to SR 
paſſing a bill to deprive them of their right of election. 

Mr. ELLIOT ſaid a few words. 

Mr. HUSSEY thought the proceeding in this bill to be, pro- 
perly ſpeaki « upon an ex oft fatto law ; Ache | 
be was periſils with not p roceed upon the law as it ſtands—if 
dcherwiſe, why 4 a * for this caſe in particular, why not 
alter the law in — He conſidered this meaſure as an act 
f oppreſſion upon theſe perſons, for was it. poſſible for them ta 
ippear properly before the Houſe to make their own defence i— 
gr. „hat this debate be adjourned to this day three 
lont ay ” 
11 he SOLICITOR GENERAL abjeQted to the prinaiple of 
Fe There was an act of parliament, the 2d of | 
vhich e the mode of trying perſons for bribery at elec- 
ons, and of puniſhing them if convicted. The time of prole- 
Uu 2 | cution 
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cution was by that act limited to two Arun the commiſſon 
of the offence, and this bill might be {aid to be a bill for enlarg- 
* wers of that aft. Fs 2 98 5 "1 
r. BUXTON was decidedly in favour of leave to bring in | 
the bill in queſtion. He thought the care that Houſe ought 
to take of the conſtitution of this country required it. —He | 
thought that every man in this country, who had the right of an 
election of members to ſerve in parliament, ought not to conſi- 
der himſelf as holding it for his own intereſt, or even for the in- 
tereſt of the place in which he lived, but that he held it for the 
neral intereſt of the whole country, and that ſc 'regarding it, 
e ſhould give his vote for the wiſeſt and the beſt man he knew, 
in order that the people at large ſhould be ſatisfied with the ſtate 
of their repreſentation ; for theſe reaſons he thought that Houſe 
could not be too eager to puniſh thoſe who had been guilty of 
bribery and corruption. Fe Fs 
Sir FRANCIS BASSET ſupported the motion. FS 
Mr. WINDHAM was not of opinion that the preſent was 
ſuch a caſe as called for the ſeverity of a bill of pains and penal- 
ties, ſuch a meaſure ſhould be reſerved 9 offenders; he was 
therefore againſt the bringing in of the bill in queſtion. 
Mr. FRANCIS ſaid, he was againſt this proceeding, for two 
_ reaſons; firſt, it was inconſiſtent with juſtice ; fecondly, it 
would be inexpedient to take a few individuals out of a great 
maſs of miſchief in the repreſentation of the le of this coun- 
try.—It would be-vain and idle to ſelect a few ill- educated and 
ignorant men out of a maſs of general miſchief, 'and point them 
out for the unavailing ſeverity of the law. Tt was filly to ſup- 
poſe that any great end of juſtice could be anſwered by taking 
notice of a few poor creatures for ſelling” their votes for a paltry 
borough, when we all knew that in former Parliaments (not in 
the preſent) boroughs by wholeſale were fold by individuals.— 
When we ſhould go to that broad and general reform which 
was univerſally acknowledged abroad to be neceſſary, whateve!| 
opinions might be entertained in that Houſe, he was afraid ol 
going to a few partial remedies to paltry defects, when there was 
33 occaſion for a general remedy to a mighty evil. Taking 
it for granted that all thoſe perſons who were now acculcd 
ſhould be found guilty of the crime alledged againſt them 
What then? Nothing to the public nothing in favour of thak 
at public which ought to prevent men 1 | 
[-lliog themſelves and being fold by others. He wil ed to ſec if 
general reform in Parliament, and therefore he oppoſed thi 
meaſure, becauſe proceedings like this' would only tend to- lu 
the people, already too tame upon that ſubject, into an 1dc3 


that by ſuch ſteps Parliament would reform itſelf.— This mY 
| 5 | | 1 preveꝶ 
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es ſcandalous nuiſance from ITN removed, 
Hin time be too ſhameful even to ſuffer e 


POW YS diſchimed all the ſentjchents he had juſt bend, 
ad eee „that he voted againſt the bill, 
not on any theoretic ideas of [ reform, but on the inſuf- 
iciency- of the evidence in this ſpeciic caſG. 
Sir WATKIN LEWES was for leave to bring io the bil, 
Colonel M-LEOD was allo i in its favour, Reta 
Mr. HUSSEY e 1 ee in . 
Ihe Houſe divi lit et toe ere 
19/8 "For levee 5 bring inthe v 3 7 1 


'The Houſe then proceeded in for private bc and. 
n 22 | 


aa 563. 
ent that 


Mr. PO 


APRIL 1 V. 
The reſolution. of yeſterday” 8 committee on his Majeſty” s 


having been agreed to, 
"0 red in a bill upon the ſaid reſolution, of En 
naries * the 


Majeſty the any, þ of 1,500,000]. for the extraor 
ear 17 
g The — in a committee went through the Joun bil. 

Mr. GASCOYNE preſented a petition from the 
of Liverpool, praying for leave to raiſe a loan on the — 
their eſtates, for N purpoſe of ſupporting for a time thoſe mer- 
chants and manufacturers who might be endangered by the pre- 
_ temporary embarraſſments occaſioned by the ſhock of: Paper 

1 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER Ae 
that the petition juſt preſented, contained matter of ſuch great 
importance, that * hoped gentlemen would render it an ab- 
ct of their icular attention. It was, he ſaid, highly to 
the honour of the liberality and ſpirit of the of 
Liverpool that they had ſtood forward in ſu of their indi- 
vidual credit, which had been materially a by the ſtagna- 
tion of negotiable paper. That ſtagnation had affected a con- 
lderable number kx individuals throughout the country, who, 
though not in need of abſolute property to anſwer ultimately 
every demand that could be made upon them, had been, by ex- 
— from ſudden calls, reduced to the painful neceſſity of 
map payment. So laudable an example of liberal ſupport 
might lead to conſequences highly beneficial to the public. it 
was not, however, his intention at preſent to fay any thing 


farther upon the petition than to entreat gentlemen to come 107 
ward to Giculs it, and if, upon the report of the committee 0 


Were 
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tion could be fally proved, s intimate 4 hope that the pray 
their petition might be readily granted, O06 


Mr. THORNTON roſe and faid, that the ſtate of credit for | 


ſome time paſt had encouraged the metchants and manufzc. 


turers. to extend their engagements ſo rapidly) that the moſt 


ſerious conſequences were to be apprehended unlefs Parliament 
ſhould ſperdily interfere. He confeſſed himſelf aware that the 
bank of England might be locked up to on an occafion which 
was hitherto unp nted. The bank however had moſt li- 
berally ſtepped forward and granted every poſſible degree of ſup- 
port and indulgence, and gentlemen muſt be conſcious, that an 
undue extenſion of their credit would be highly improper, and 
prove ultimately injurious to the public, ene 
The petition was referred to a committee to conſider and re- 
| GREAT GRIMSBY COMMITTEE. .  . 


LORD ARDEN brovght' up the report from the ſpecia 


committee appointed to try the merits of the petitions complam- 
ing of an undue clechen for the borough of Great Grimlby 
The fubſtance of the report, which was long, was, that Dudley 
Long North, and Harrifon, Eſqrs. the fitting members, were 
not Joly elected; that the Honourable Weſley Pole, Eſq. one of 
the petitioners, was not duly elected; that the laſt election for 
Great Grimſby was void; and that at the ſaid election the 


ſaid Honourable Weſley Pole had been guilty of notorious acts 
. 
The Houſe ordered that the report ſhould lie upon the table; 


and it further ordered, on the motion of Lord Arden, that new 
writs ſhould be iſſued for the election of two bur to ſerve 
in tho preſent Parliament in the room of Dudley Long North 


and —— Harriſon, Eſqrs. whoſe election for the ſaid borough had | 


been declared void. Ke 
Sins ea MS STOCKBRIDGE., | 

A petition was preſented from ſeveral electors and proprietors 
of houſes in the borough of Stockbridge, complaining of the in- 
jury which their property would ſuſtain if the bill then depend- 


ing in the Houſe, extending to the freeholders of the adjacent 


hundreds the right of voting for members to repreſent the faid 
borough in Parliament, which right was at preſent confined to 
houſeholders paying ſcot -and lot, ſhould paſs' into a law; and 


praying that they might be heard by their counſel againſt the | 


ſaid bill. 


A motion |! 


JOURNAL. 


zccordingl unde that: the peiichier- ould tis | 
upon the table; and. that on the ſecond reading 
it Lu- the depp Aa be beard: r ch ther mayer _ the 


; "Mk E. J- ELLIOT. odere ts 
extremely mdecent, as it went the lengt 

ight of voting for. members to 6 18 in Parliament was a mat - 
and that the 


ArRIL 11, 1793. * 
A motion was ac 


of the bill to which 


yer of this petition 
* inſinuating, that 


ter of property.; legiſlature ought not to paſs a lam 
however neceſſary it might be to the purit 4 
becauſe, forſooth, what the eleQors very i 
| property would be — — 


by it. The fact was, the ri 
rt. was a truſt, and 


whenever it was evident-that it h 
ly abuſed, it was a duty upon Parliament to guard as much 
ble againſt a repetition of the abuſe, and to attend ſole 
egardleſs of private conſiderations. - He 
given in the committee, of 
ed to try the merits of the 
ockbridge, of groſs and noto- 
praQtiſed at the fame; ſo that the 
committee had directed that a motion ſhould be made in the 
Houſe, for leave to bring in a bill for disfranchiſing 62 2 
tors of that Borough, and for extendi 
| Under theſe circumftances, 
| duty to reſiſt the prayer of the preſent petition, and to e's 
hear the. petitioners by their counſel againſt the di 
which the Houſe had ordered in, and which was to be this 
diy read a ſecond time. way 
= the words marked in Italics in the motion ſhould be left 


"KM MARTIN concurred in n with Mr. Elliot; he 
conſidered the elective franchiſe as a 
property and therefore he hoped the ouſe would rug 
prayer of the pe 
1 HUSSEY was of a different opinion; he 
the elective franchiſe, when attached to a houſe, rendered that 
— more valuable than it could be without it; and conſe- 
vently he was of opinion, that to ftrip it of that valuable appen- 
e muſt be an injury to the proprietor. In his mind. it was 
kudible in a man to en 
which would give its owner or inhabitànt the right of weng; 
and the man who ſhould be deprived of that right — com- 
and importance would be the 


0 the public 

| that 2a Fa had- been 
which he had been chairman, a 
laſt election for the Borough of 
nous bribery and corruption 


to others the ri 
conſidered it to 


of amendment, 


He moved, by 


—— 


vour to acquire 


plain, that both his 
diminiſhed. He faid, he remembered very 
liamentary reform which had ever been laid 
before the Houfe of Commons was formed on the principle, that 
the cleQtive franchiſe in boroughs v was a matter of property, and 


well that one of the 
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= on that ground it went to propoſe and provide for the purchaſe | 
ot all burgage tenures. Ihe bill againſt which the petition 


directed, enacted, that the right of voting for the Borough of 
Stockbridge ſhould be Ree 2 nad 


e ORE 
bouring hundri If by this, the right of voting was to be 
given to perſons who did — poſſeſs it 6 wt — Ta might 
be fad in ſupport of the meaſure; but they were electors already 
in zight of their freeholds, and were repreſented by the knight; 
of the ſhire. With reſpect to the petitioners whoſe caſe was 
then under conſideration, he thought the Houſe could not in 
juſtice or decency refuſe to hear what they had to ſay; and there- 
fore, though he ſhould ſtand alone, he was determined ta take 
the ſenſe of the Houſe upon the amendment moved by an Ho- 
nourable Member. | |; | 4 
The queſtion ' was put, and the Houſe divided, when the 
amendment was rejected by a majority of 27. 
| For the ame VW 
8 Againſt it — 39 5 
The original motion was then carried, which ſecured to the 
petitioners a hearing by their counſel. 


I) he bill againſt which the petition was ſented, Was, ac- 


cording to the order of the day, to be read a ſecond time. 
To oppoſe the ſecond reading Mr. Pigot and Mr. Douglas 
appeared at the bar as counſel for the petitioners. The former 
tleman firſt addreſſed the Houſe, and having proceeded for 

alf an hour in his ſpeech, he was interrupted by . _ 
Mr. HUSSEY, who moved that the counſel mould withdraw; 
and the reaſon he aſſigned for this motion was, that the argu- 
ments which the learned gentleman was uſing were of too much 
importance to be addreſſed to almoſt empty benches; they were 
well entitled to the conſideration of a full Houſe; and to uſe 
them then, when ſo few Members were preſent, could be of 
little uſe to the parties concerned. He deſired that the Houſe 


might be counted; it was accordingly counted, and it was found 


that only 31 Members were preſent ; the fitting of courſe broke 


! 
up, as by : 46 forms of the Houſe there muſt be at leaſt 40 Mem- 
bers preſent to make a Houſe. etc, 


| 1 APRIL 12. b 
Received a meſſage from the Lords, informing the Houſe, 
that their Lordſhips will proceed further in the trial of Mr. 
Haſtings on Thurſday next. | 
The bill for granting to his Majeſty one million and half for 
the extraordinaries of te preſent year was brought up by Mr. 
Roſe, read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on 


PD MI. 
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Mr. HOBART' brought up the report of the conſolidated 
d to; and the bill ordered to be read a 


ad bill; red, 'and agree 
third time om Monday, if tuen engroſſed. 
A. ſhort {converſation took - place between Mr. Elliot, Mr. 


uſſey, and ſeveral other members, after which it w wy Ang | 
hurſday 


ve the order upon the Stockbridge election on 


ext. 


| Me HUSSEY. cored that ile order of the by en the wil. 
on bank bill for Monday net be diſcharged, and appointed 
for Monday fortnight. — Ordered: 


On a motion to revive a committee upon a private bill, Mr. 


Cawthorrie moved, that the Houſe be counted; 19 only ap 


in the Houſe, and therefore an acournnient nay place to Men- 


next (che 1 5th): 
Ard. 15. 
| No debates. 


| ET APRIL 16: „ 
| COLONEL MACLEOD roſe to aſk the Secretary of State 


xyable on coals in the northern parts of 

n he obſerved was now far advanced; and, 
| ven to certain reports, was drawing to a 
eloſe; and yet the te ren Honourable Gentleman had not yet 
thought proper. to bring in his propoſition for the relief of the 
Highlands, in lowering the price of fuel. There was no great 
und for hope that it-the buſineſs was taken out of the Right 
nourable Gentleman's hands, it would meet with fuccels ; 
ill it was the duty of thoſe who were acquainted with the 


% city and dearneſs of coals, to make an attempt to relieve 


them; and therefore he gave notice that a motion would cer- 


be ſubmitted to the Houſe by ſome other gentleman, if 


ight Honourable Member was not prepared himſelf to 


make one this ſeſſion. 


r. SECRETARY DUN DAS ſaid, that ſo far from 


having abandoned the idea of relief to be granted to the High- | 


lands, of which he had given notice in the early part of the 
n, he then held in his hand a clauſe which he had framed 


for this purpoſe, and which he intended,” 'with the leavs, of the 
Houſe, to have inſerted in à bill that was then in its progreſs 
ugh the houſe. This N — ok 9 1955 and 
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ther it was his intention to bring forward his propoſition, of 
which he had given notice in the early part of the ſeſſion, for 


—— — 
—ůůůůů ů — 
—— 14 2s. * 
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people in tfat northern part of the kingdom, ariſing from the 


*the buſineſs teſted. © Mae „10D 
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| LORD FIELDING roſe to ſpeak on the fubjet of a mo- 


tion which ſome days ago he faid he had intended to have made. 
He obſerved that the torrent of French invaſion, which with 
fraternity in its mouth, and havoc in its heart, had threatened to 
vverrun this country and all Europe, was, by the bleſſing of 
Providence, now happily repulſed, and the French armies were 
driven withirs their former boundaries. But this fortunate event 

ought not to make England refax in her efforts; ſhe 
che contrary, to follow up the blow with vigour, leſt a change 
of fortune ſhould enable the enemy to reſume their projects of 
conqueſt and ambition, and make them return to the charge 
bin redoubled energy. A happy opportunity 'now offered, 
Which, if we: properly availed ourſelves of it, might help us to 
wound France in the moſt fenſible part; this opportunity was 
to be found in the inſurrections in Bretagne (Brittany), a mari- 
time province of that country, and the feat of her principal 
naval ſtrength. Sound policy required, that we ſhould co-ope- 
rate with, and fupport the inſurgents; but he admitted that it 
Was not very eaſy to find the means of an effectual co-operation. 
Ie was deſmable that we ſhould ſend over to Bretagne a powerful 
body of troops; but be was forry to ſay that our army was very 
far from being complete, for we had little more than ſkeletons 
of battakions, and thin ranks. - In fuch an emergency, it was na- 
tural foy him to look to thoſe from whoſe patriotiſm the nation 
had every thing to expect; he meant the corps of militia, He 
was aware that they could nes be made to ferve out of the king- 
dom; but he was fure, that when the intereſt of their country 
wa at ftake, the men who were in the militia would readily 
wave their privilege and conſent to ſerve abroad. He did not 
mean that this conſent ſhould be the refult of trick; recruitin 
ſtratagem, or undue exertiors of influence, or authority: he di 
not wiſh that any militia- man ſhould be employed' on foreign 
| fervice, who ſhould not be truly a vwhoteer.”* When his Ma- 

jeſty intended to ſend a detachment of his abroad, he did 
not make uſe of the authority which bel to bum by law, 
ke therefore did not iſſue his orders for the embarkation of any 
| fpecific officer oy company, but caufed it to be ſignified to the 
three regiments, that he wiſhed for a certain number of volun- 


teers; the conſequence was, that they all turned out of their | 
con accord, and voluntarily made a tender of their ſervices. | 


Juſt fo would he proceed with the militia, if his plan was to be 


count by the Houſe, and he would venture to foretell, 


that the example of the guards would be nobly followed by the 


militia; as a proof that he was not without good grounds for en- 
tertaining an opinion, he ſaid he was inks 
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ing of an Honourable Member, who was a colonel in the mili- 
ia, and who was authorifed by the officers and ſoldiers of his regi- 
ment to es dye they were extremely willing to ſerve their 
ountry either abroad or at home, in a word, wherever thei 
ervice might be moſt advantageous to the public. He lamented 
hat the Lord Lieutenants of counties and the. principal officers 
of the militia did not ſee his plan in a favourable point of view; 
he wiſhed they had ſuſpended their judgment till they had ſeen 

e whole of his meaſure detailed in a bill; if they had, he 
lattered bimfelf that they would find it far leſs objectionable 
than they thought it at preſent. However, as he could nat 
hink of acting in a. buſineſs of this kind againſt the opinion of 
uch weighty and reſpectable men as the Lord Lieutenants of 
ounties and the principal officers of the militia, he begged leave 
o inform the Houſe that he abandoned the, idea of proceeding 

rther with the meaſure, and would therefore decline making 
he motion of which he had given notice. Having ſaid thus 
much about the plan itſelf, his Lordſhip ſaid that his motives far 
ringing it forward were purely patriotic, and diſintereſted; as a 
rofeflional man (Lord Fielding was bred a. ſoldier, and is a 
olonel in the army) his plan was directly againſt his own pri- 
ate intereſt, His Lordſhip was procecding to. vindicate his 
motives, when he was called to order by. _ _ ns fr 

Mr. BAKER, who faid, as the Noble Lord had declared that 
he did not intend, to conclude. with a motion, and as there was, 
other buſineſs which many members were waiting to diſpateh, 
it could not be orderly in his Lordſhip to take up the time of 
the Houſe in vindicating his own. conduct, which bad not been 
mpeached by any one. e ee e 
In this opinion the Speaker having concurred, 3 
LORD FIELDING ſaid, that he would bow te the au- 
hority. of the old member and xeſpectable gentleman who had 
called him to order, and to the ſtill higher authority of the chaix, 
ind would therefore proceed no farther... 145 * 3 41 

COLONEL HARTLEV begged: leave juſt to obſerve, 
hat he was the perſon. to whom the Noble Lord had alluded, 

hoſe regiment. (the Berkſhire militia) had expreſſed a readineſs. 
to ſerve abroad. The fact was, he had received a letter from the 
officers of his corps, in which they declared that, ſhould. the 
Noble Lord's plan be paſſed into à law, they and their men 
would certainly be at his Majeſty's command, and would BO 
upon any ſervice on which, — might be pleaſed to employ., 


* » 
. 


| them; but at the ſame time they gave no opinion about the 
| propriety of bringing forward ſuch a plag. 5 


xs 1498p. 


%, 
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|. PORN, AUCKLAND,, 


Mr. SHERIDAN hoped that the Houſe would fuffer him to 6 
ſpeak, though he did not know whether he ſhould, any more « J 
than the Noble Lord (Fielding), conclude with a motion; on | 
that head he ſaid he ſhould be determined by the anſwer to i 
queſtion which he was going to put to his Majeſty's Miniſter: 
over againft him, The queſtion was, whether a paper which Majeſt 
had appeared in all the public prints, and was therein ſtyled cr 
{tate paper, delivered to their High Mightineſfes the States Ge- cious I 
neral on the 5th. inſtant, and "he Auckland and Louis de ſelves x 
Starhemberg, was an authentic copy of a paper delivered on that your. 
day by the Fo liſh and Imperial Ambaſſadors at the Hague? {Greſee! 

| The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER replied that to have 

2 paper ſigned by the Engliſh and Imperial ambaſſadors at the in ſuch 
Hague was delivered by them to the States General on the 5th the law 
aof April; that he had ſeen an authentic copy of it; but that/he have pl 
could not tell whether that which the Honourable Gentleman chy, a 
faid had appeared in all the public prints was a correct copy or ſhort, 
not, as he had not read it in print. If the Honourable Gentle- not far 
man wiſhed to be fully informed on that head, the ' moſt proper *trocith 
ſtep for him to take for that purpoſe would be to move for an of reſpe&t 


ficial copy of the paper in queſtion. 4 T 

Mr. 5 ERID N deſired to know whether the Right Ho- judgme 
nourable Gentleman would have any objection to his moving for proper 
it that moment?  _ TC. 2 5. entering 


and as the'Honourable Member 'might probably intend to ground tende 
ſome proceeding on this paper, he would recommend it to him pated ir 
to give notice of the day on which he ſhould move for the prc ned, 1 
duCtion of the ſtate paper to which he had referred. example 
Mr. SHERIDAN accordingly gave notice, that he would 4 D. 
make ſuch a motion on Thurſch Hand he ſaid that if it ſhould 1 
be found that the printed paper yyas an exact copy of the ſtate 
Paper delivered by Lord Auckland to the States General, he 
oped the Right Honourable Gentleman would agree with him, 
that it was as execrable and as unprincipled à paper as had ever 
diſgraced the diplomatic world; and that the Noble Lord who 
| hal Gare 43 preſent it ought to be immediately recalled, and 
1 zmpeac ed. Woh” 1-01 OT. $341 e 422A net cb TY 
| The * CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER- made ne 
= advantag 


reply, and there the matter reſted for the preſent. '* 
"The Houſe then proceeded to diſpatch the private buſineſs o 
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ial preſented on the 5th of this month, by the Britiſh 
1 Feria Miniſters to the States 825 ral. 1 5 
« High and Mighty Lords. 

« It is known that towards the end of the month of Septem- 
her, laft year, his Britannic Majeſty and your High Mightineſſes 

ve, in concert, a folemn aſſurance, that in caſe the imminent 
Loger which then threatened the lives of their Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſties and their families ſhould be realiſed, his Majeſty and 
your High Mightineſſes would not fail to purſue the moſt effica- 
cious meaſures to prevent the perſons who might render then; 
ſelves guilty of ſo atrocious a crime from finding an aſylum in 
your. reſpectiye States. This event, which was with horror 


foreſeen, has taken place, and the divine vengeance ſeemg not 


to have been tardy. Some of theſe deteſtable regicides are now 
in ſuch a ſituation, that they can be ſubjected to the ſword of 
the law. The reſt are ſtill in the midſt of a people whom they 
have plunged into an abyſs of evils, and for whom famine, anar- 
chy, and civil war are about to prepare new calamities. In 
ſhort, every thing that we ſee happen induces us to conſider as 
got far diſtant the end of theſe wretches, whoſe madneſs and 
atrocities have filled with terror and indignation all thoſe who 
reſpect the principles of religion, morality, and humanity. - | 

„The underſigned, therefore, ſubmit to the enlightened: 
judgment of your High Mightineſſes, whether it would not be 


proper to employ all the means in your power, to prohibit from 


entering your States in Europe, or your colonies, all thoſe 
members of the ſelf-titled National Convention, or of the pre- 
tended Executive Council, who have directly or indirectly partici- 


pated in the faid crime; and i they /hould be diſcovered and ar- 
. refled, to deliver them to juflice, that they may ſerve as a leſſon and 


example to mankind. 


Doe at the Hague, "this gin of Agelt 1795. 


igned e Auckland, 2 
Hoke i Louis C. de Starhemberg,” | 


6 * 
pn - 


APRIL 17, 
ROCHDALE CANAL. 


The order of the day being moved for the third reading of the 


Rochdale canal bill, | | 
Mr. PEELE oppoſed the bill on the ground chiefly, that an 


vantage had been taken of its oppoſers, and that a clauſe which 


had been 1 J in a large committee above ſtairs had 
been expunged in a Houſe conſiſting of five Members below. 
tle alluded very ſtrongly to the intereſt of the Duke of Bridge- 
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water in this bill, and concluded with moving that the word Ken 

ö Pe. now?” on expunged, for the purpoſe of ſubſtituting this day was, 
months. e Fans Os J rayit 
Mr. FOX thought the -proceeding ſcandalous, and was of 5 t 
opinion that the Houſe, for its own honour, ſhould either throw that þ 
out the bill, or in ſome way reſcind the proceedings. Sheric 
Mr. Gilbert, the Maſter of the Roll, and fome others poke 8 
again the bill. 2 5 e . Th Th 
4 The Houſe divided on the motion, that this bill be ow read a | when 
—.. EI a OS | of mo) 
e — * intend; 
75 FF HL ; oes i. 175 9 59 ; import 
I ben the queſtion was put to inſert /ix months, inſtead of nw, fore it 
upon which the Houſe divided, _ nn fer h 
1 . Ayes . 54 was, tl 
e Nee 5: 4 & ents of 
Ss the bill is loſt, | 30h accurat 

| ; AvrIL 18. $ cCtion 
EET: | 7 itude, 

; ToD AUCKLAND, | gain; 
Mr. SHERIDAN reminded the Houſe, that when he firſt th ce 
ſuggeſted the idea of a motion for a copy of the ſtate paper deli- ould x 
vered on the 5th of April to the States General by Lord Auck- de laid | 


land, a Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had expreſſed hich - 
a wiſh that he would defer that motion to this day; in com- by his N 
plianee with the Right Honourable Gentleman's wiſh he had that Hoy 
fo done, What remained now for him to do, was to move for cauſe 
the paper in queſtion; and until.he ſhould know whether any bead wh 


oppoſition would be made to the production of it, he ſaid he the deba 
would not enter further into the buſineſs, or urge thoſe argu- it might 
ments which, in his opinion, ought to have ſufficient weight ec me x 
with the Houſe to induce it to agree to his motion; one obſer- willingly 


the ſame 


vation, however, he faid he muſt make, which was, that the - 
ne oth, 


character of his Majeſty's Miniſters was ſo implicated with this 


ueſtion, that they could not in juſtice to themſelves withhold Member 
the paper for which he intended to move. If it was by their the forme 
order that Lord Auckland had delivered the ſtate paper of the nourable 
5th of April, they were as reſponſible for it as the Noble Lord Mr, SE 
Was; if it was without their order, the whole blame ought to able Gen 
reſt with Lord Auckland, and he ought immediately to be called paper in 
from his embaſſy, as urworthy of the ſtation that he filled, and eulſing th 
afterwards be impeached. But without the production of an vofd his 
authentic copy of the paper in queſtion, he could not proceed Right Ho 
one ſtep in the buliuels, becauſe without it he could not tell how to ſpe 
whether the copy which he had ſeen in the public prints was WW be had no 
faithfully taken from the original ; if it ſhould appear hat it be produd 


Was, 


TY | ; . p 161 80 
was, he would moſt certainly move an addreſs to his Majeſty, {111008 
praying that hie would recall Lord Auckland from the Hague; "181088 
and that motion be as certainly would follow up by another, n 
that his Lordſhip ſhould be impeached. Having ſaid this, Mr. MA 
Sheridan moved for the production of the memorial delivered on e 
the 5th of April to the tates General by Lord Auckland. i | 1 | 
The CHANCELLOR of 'the EXCHEQUER faid, that 11 
when the Honourable Member firſt communicated his intention 1 
of moving for the above ſtate paper, and ſtated the uſe which he . 
intended to make of it when produced, he gave to the affair an TAGS 
importance which entitled it to ſerious conſideration ; and there- 61'S 
fore it was that he had requeſted the Honourable Member to i 
fer his motion to this day. His object in wiſhing for this delay TRE 
as, that he might have time to peruſe and examine the con- . 
ents of the ſtate paper, of which he had at the time a pre 1 
accurate recollection; but not wiſhing to truſt to mere recol- M 
tion in a buſineſs which might be conſidered as of ſome mag- 6/003 
itude, he wanted to have an opportunity of reading the diſpatch {WARY 
gain; this he had accordingly done; and he could now fa PIO 
ith certainty, not only that it did not contain any thing whic 1 
ould make it improper to produce it; but that when it ſhould 1 
ge laid before Parliament, it would be found that the ſentiments $8101 
hich it conveyed were ſuch: as had been previoully expreſſed 1 
by his Majeſty, and had received the unanimous approbation of . 
that Houſe. Further than this he did not mean to go at preſent, WOT 
xecauſe he would not anticipate what might be urged on this 1 
head when the paper ſhould hereafter be made the ſubject of 1 
the debate; and as he was ready to meet any diſcuſſion to which 1 
it might give riſe, and under the preſent circumſtances it was 1 
xcome neceſſary that it ſhould be fully diſcuſſed, he would moſt 4 
willingly agree to the Honourable Gentleman's motion. At "81964 
the ſame time he obſerved; that the paper in queſtion referred to BYE 04A 
ſome other papers, for the production of which the Honourable 1 
Member ought alſo to move, becauſe they were explanatory of HM 
the former; and he himſelf would move for them, if the Ho- 4 
nourable Gentleman did not. „ 14 
Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he wiſhed that the Right Honour- 1 
able Gentleman had forborne his remarks on the merits of the ] ſit | 
paper in queſtion, becauſe that was not the proper time for diſ- 1 
culling them. He obſerved, that he was rather at a loſs how to Ci: 1 
4 word his motion, ſo as to make it reach the papers to which the 444107 
| Kight Honourable Gentleman had alluded; he did not know 1 
bon to ſpecify them accurately ; but h thought that the object 9 f 
J lic had now in view would be anſwered, if the motion was for WMH 
the production of all the papers or memorials delivered by Lord 1 
| 25 e e 5 + Ackland 4 4 
i 
WA 
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Auckland to the States General, ſince the month of November 


' The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER. objedcd to 
the extent of ſuch a motion; it had never entered his head, he 
ſaid, to conſent to the production of all the ſtate papers delivered 
during chat period by Lord Auckland; what he was ready to 
oduce were ſuch fate papers as related to the melancholy 
event of the Moſt Chriſtian King; they were not many in num- 
ber, and he would then ſpecify them: one was a note from the 
Imperial and Neapolitan Minifters at the Britiſh Court to Lord 
Grenville, together with his Lordſhip's anſwer in November 
laſt ; another was a note from Lord Auckland to the States Ge- 
neral, in which be communicated to them the above, and the 


anſwer of their High Mightineſſes; and the laſt was the memo- 
rial delivered on the th inſtant to the States General by Lord / 


Auckland and the Imperial Ambaſſador at the Hague, in which 


there was a reference to the former. 


FR 5 


Mr. SHERIDAN replied, that he did not wiſh for the pro- | 


duction of any diſpatch which did not relate to the ſubje& 


of that of the 5th of April; he looked not for the diſcloſure of 


any ſtate ſecret; he wanted By that authentic copies ſhould be 
laid on the table of the houſe of papers which his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters had already publiſhed in the Gazette, a place where they 
were not much in the habit of putting what they thought unkit 
for the public eye. | 3 


«. i 


After all theſe explanations there was ſill a difficulty about 


the wording of the motion. 3333 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER at laſt fü 
geſted, that it would be beſt if the Honourable Member would 
move for the paper of the 5th of April, and he (Mr. Pitt) would 


take care that the others which he himſelf had mentioned 


. 


ſhould be ready to be preſented at the ſame time. 


Mr. SHERIDAN adopted the ſuggeſtion, and worded his | 


* 


motion accordingly, which was agreed to without further de- 
It was next propoſed that the papers in queſtion ſhould be 
printed. ꝶ6˙I;ñĩx?ß⸗3“E ! 
Here the SPEAKER interpoſed, and ſaid that the Houſe 
could not regularly give orders for printing them until they were 
actually on the table; but as the Houſe was to meet on Satur- 
day for the. 29 675 of attending the trial of Mr. Haſtings, and 


as he underſtood that the papers would be preſented on that day, 


an Sie ee Nec be Wade for Printing them, In this op! | 


nion of the Chair all parties acquieſced. 
The CHANCELLOR of t 


g 


Honourable Member would then ſay on what day he intended 


the EXCHEQUER wiſhed the | 


to 
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to make the motion, which he was to ground on thoſe, (1 
pers. MT eu ee not 
. Mr, SHERIDAN. anſwered that he could not poſitively fix | 

day, becauſe he muſt firſt ſee the papers, before he could 1 
frame his motion; but it was probable that he might make it on 1818 

| BRIBERY AT GRIMSBY ELECTION. | | =_ [1 

Mr. GREY read from the clerk's book a ſtanding order, 1 
which declared that ſhould any perſon procure himſelf to be 1 
elected a member of that Houſe by bribery or corruption, or 104 
endeavour to procure himſelf to be fo elected, he ſhould, on 1 
being convicted thereof by a committee, be puniſhed with the HRW 
utinoſt ſeverity. He remarked, that the committee appointed 1 
to determine the merits of the laſt election for the borough of 1 
Great Grimſby had reſolved, that the Honourable William 1 
Weſley Pole had, by his agents, committed acts of bribery and 1 
corruption, and had cauſed the ſaid reſolution to be reported to WA 
the Houſe. That reſolution, however, did not appear in the 1 
Journal; the omiſſion was to be accounted for in this way. W 
duch part of the report of an election committee as related to 1 
the right of an individual to a feat in that Houſe was by law {oY 
to be entered in the votes without any motion, and was thence LB ig's 
copied into the Journal; but when the report touched upon an 1 
other point, no notice was taken of it in the votes or journal, 1 
except a motion was made that it ſhould be read at the table; 1 
for that was the only way by which the Houſe could have any 1 
knowledge of it. In the caſe in queſtion, the Noble Lord 1 
(Arden) who had brought up the report, had not moved that it 1 
ſhould be read at the table, but ſimply that it ſhould lie upon 1 
the table. The Houſe, therefore, as a hauſe, had as yet no 20's 
knowledge of the charge of bribery brought againſt the Honour- 2.47 
able Member. [Mr. Weſley Pole, though he loſt his election 1 
tor Great Grimſby, is, notwithſtanding, a member of the 1 
Houſe, as repreſentative of the borough of Eaſt Looe.] The 1 
proceeding by which that knowledge was withheld from the 4 
Houſe was, in his opinion, rather irregular, and he was now Wt 
going to make a motion for curing that wregularity. He was „ 
aware, he ſaid, that it was rather an invidious taſk. for a perſon, 
who had not been on the Great Grimſby committee, to take . 
the flep which he was going to take; but Pill he conſidered it | 4 ; 
o be the duty of ſome one to bring the buſineſs before the ©1381 
Houſe, and leave it then to the wiſdom of that aſſembly to inſti- 0 
ute ſuch a proceeding upon it as might appear conſiſtent with "iy 10 | 
ts own dignity. He Kid he did not know that when the report win 
in queſtion ſhould have been entered on the journal he ſhould 1 
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make any further motion; but he thought that when ſuch a fe- 
port ſhould find its way into its records, the Houſe could not, 
without completely — its own ſtanding order, ſuffer it 
to remain there unnoticed. 

ſpecial report from the ſelect committee appointed to try the 


merits of the laſt election for the borough of Great Grimſby 


ſhould be then read. | 
The SPEAKER faid there was no irregularity in the caſe to 
which the Honourable Member had alluded. The Hoyſe was 
bound by the act of tho 1oth of his preſent Majoſty for its vote 


to enter, without any previous motion, ſuch part of the report of 


an election as ſhould relate to the feat, but when any ſpecial 
matter was reported not immediately relating to the that, the 
Houſe was not bound to record it, unleſs a motion was made for 
that purpoſe by ſome member. The only motion made by the 


Noble Lord who preſented the report in queſtion was that it 


ſhould lie upon the table; a motion which did not bring the 
caſe within the knowlege of the Houſe, and no notice of it could 
be taken in the journal. But there was nothing irregular in 


this proceeding. He ſaid, he believed the Noble Lord had ob- 


ſerved, when he preſented the report, that the Houſe, being 
then very thin, he would not propoſe any reſolution for going 
to a diſcuſſion of it. | Et OT, 
Mr. GREY faid, he meant not to charge either the Chair or 
the Noble Lord with irregularity on the occaſion; if he had 
uſed the word irregular he did not intend it, and was forry for 
it; what he meant to ſay was, that not to move that the report 
ſhould be read at the table was an ummſual circumſtance. 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER obſerved, 
that when the Honourable Gentleman's motion ſhould have 
brought the caſe before the Houſe, there ſtill would remain 
ſomething more to be done; for the Houſe could not decide 
whether the ſelect committee had judged right unleſs the evi- 
dence on which the judgment had been founded was alſo laid 
before the Houſe. © It would be proper therefore that the mi- 
nutes of the committee ſhould be produced. 1 


Mr. SHERIDAN declared he was not a little embarraſſed on 


this occaſion; his Honourable Friend had ſaid he did not know 


whether he ſhould follow up his preſent motion with another 
for inſtituting ſome proceeding on the report; now he, for one, 
did not wiſh that the caſe ſhould find its way into the journal, 


there to remain unnoticed, a monument of diſgrace to the charac: 
ter of the Houſe; On the other hand, when he conſidered thy 
ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in that Houſe, and law 
the abſolute neceſſity of a great and radical reform, he though 
it s miſerable meaſure to faſten upon a fingle indiyydual; or c 
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upon a whole ee and puniſh them for that which aroſe 
from a radical deſect in the — repreſentation. That defect 
was not to be cured by a partial remedy, but by a complete re- 
orm, which would wh bribery and corruption at elections, 
f not abſolutely impracticable, at leaſt of very little uſe or 
effect. Should the preſent caſe come to a deciſion before the 
ouſe, it was not for him to ſay how many members could lay 


heir hands upon their hearts, and with conſiſtency vote _ 


zuniſhing a Ar a for bribery at an election. 

Mr. POLE rved, that the report did. not charge hie with 

wing done any act of bribery in his own perſon, but by an 
agent: the evidence on which the conviction was founded, and 

hich induced the committee to decide the perſon who did bribe 

as actually his agent, was long; but he wiſhed it might be 

ptoduced; and then the Houſe would be able to judge whether 
t e deciſion of the committee was warranted by the evidence. 

As the minutes of the committee were very voluminous, it was 
propoſed that ſuch parts of them a . en 
g the agency and bribery. 

But the SPEAKER obſerving that there- was no proper 
officer to make the ſelection, it was 2 chat the ele of the 
minutes ſhould be called for. 

Mr. Grey's motion was carried without further debate; and 
then another vas made for producing the cuputes of the com- 
mittee, which was alſo carried. 


© 'STOCKBRIDGE ELECTION. 
The nina che ths having been read for hearing counſel 


1 N * 
7 
Ly x 


xainſt the bill 938 of the borough of Stock- 


ridge, for the more effectual prevention of corruption in that 
zorough, a tedious converſation aroſe, in which. ſeveral Gentle- 
nen took part, upon the impropriety of proceeding with the 
reſent bill prior to that which went to prove the guilt of, and 
 disfranchiſe, thoſe who had been charged with corruption. 
Thoſe members who argued for the priority of- the disfran- 
chiſing bill, oppoſed the motion for calling in counſel, and Mr. 
Sheridan being one. of that number, moved an amendment to 
fer the h of counſel until Monday. | 
The Houſe divided, and negatived the amendment, ther: 
being for the original queſtion | 
Ayes > 74.4612, 0.08; 
Noes = N ay 


| Majority 53 
Counſel were then called in -and had agninſt th: bannt 
reading, after whieb the Houſe adjourned.  - 
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Tbe order of the day being read for the ſecond reading of the 


Bolton and Bury canal bill on the queſtion that the bill be 
cow read a ſbebtid time; ee. BR DAISY -!/ 
*-- COLONEL EGERTON moved, as an amendment, to 
leave out the word © now,” and to infert, * this day three 
months.” ra | . RR 6 $ 
Aſter a ſhort debate the Houſe divided-—- 
Apes, for the amendment $0” 
- Before ſtrangers were again admitted into the gallery, Mr. 
Sheridan, xe underſtood, having been applied to by both ſides of 

the Houſe, agreed to put off fis motion, on Lord Auckland's 
memorial, for the accommodation of public buſineſs, until 

Some converſation then took place on the ſuhject of the 
Liverpool petition: after which leave was given to bring in a 
bill, to authorize the corporation of Liverpool to iſſue negociable 
notes for a time limited. | FFT 

Sir WILLIAM SCOTT ſtated, that it had been uſual, at 
the commencement of a war, to paſs an act regulating the diſ- 
tributiom of prize money: — he had beſtowed a good deal of at- 
tention upon this ſubject, and had it in contemplation to bring 
forward a propoſition for a general plan of regulation as to this 
matter; at preſent he meant to move for leave to bring in a bill 
for the better encouragement of ſeamen, and manning his Ma- 
jeſty's navy, the chief purpoſe of which would be to regulate, in 
the mean time, the diſtribution of prize money. Leave was 
given to bring in the bill. r 1 
The CHANCELLOR of che EXCHEQUER moved, 
that the thanks of the Houſe be given to the Rev. Dr. Hunting- 
ford, for his ſermon preached re that Houſe om Friday . 
and that he be requeſted to print the fame. 

My CATHOLICS OF scorLIÄ xp. 

The LORD ADVOCATE of SCOTLAND ſtated, that 
his Majeſty's catholic ſubjects in Scotland are at preſent incapaci- 
tated by law either from holding or tranſmitting landed property, 
and are liable to other very ſevere reſtrictions, which could — 

5 


the pu 


7 ** 1 — 4 * y 4 ” 4 — 8 1 9 
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y be juſtified by any neceſſity or expediency, and therefore 
—_ that leave, b Te Hoa: ooh bill to relieve perſons 
ofeſing the Roman Catholic religion from certain penalties 
ind diſabilities impoſed on them by acts of Parliament in Scot- 


land, and particularly by. an act of the 8th of King William, — | 
This motion was ordered to be referred to a committee of the 


whole Houſe to-morrow. 
19 2 : „ ng 75 INDIA. 2. ; * 4 £4. i 
Mr. SECRETARY DUN DAs faid, he thought it right to 
repeat the notice he had formerly given —he meant to' ſubmit 
to the Houſe to-morrow certain propoſitions with reſpect to the 
trade of India. FO wy g 
Mr. RYDER moved, that the Houſe ſhould go into a com- 
mittee of rhe whole Houſe to-morrow, to conſider of the duties 
on tobacco. —OQrdered.- FFC 
Mr. ROSE begged to call the attention of the Houſt to a 
ſubject, which was b Aut conſiderable importance; he had 
conſidered it a good deal; he was hopeful that the ations in 
the bill which he meant to bring forward would be found bene- 
ficial. Throughout the whole country of E there ex- 
iſted, he ſaid, a great number of ſocieties, called friendly focie- 


ties, for the mutual relief of their fick and indigent poor — 


Theſe ſocieties were extremely uſeful, and were not at preferit 
ſufficiently protected by the law: for one thing, they had no 
ſufficient check upon their ſtewards, who were generally en- 
truſted to lend out their money, either on private ſecurity; or in 
the public funds. To remedy this he would propoſe, that theſe 


ſocieties ſhould be entitled to ſue perſons whom they may fo 


parifly of ſettlement, which was often productive of the eſt 
hardſhips. —He faid, that when the bill was brought in, he 
would wiſh it to be printed, and concluded with moving, that 
leave be give to bring in a bill for the encouragement and relief 
of friendly ſocieti emed ETL 7 

Mr. WILBERFORCE «ſeconded the motion, which was 
reed to. ll n fot an e n . | 
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_ entertained by the Houſe, unleſs made by the chairman. of ſuch 
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e 1 1 8DOCKBRIDAE ALBCTIPVY. eln . 
"The bill for incapacitating a number of perſons from yoting 
at eletions for the borough of Stockbridge, was read a firſt time, 


; 23? i 1 Ari 23. s +1 $347 25400 . 
© +» © © ROMAN "CATHOLICS OF SEOPTLAND. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, LORD FRE- 
DERIC CAMPBELL in the chair, to take into conſideration 
a motion read yeſterday. to the Houſe by the Lord Advocate of 
Scotland, for granting relief in certain caſes to ſuch of his Ma- 

Scotland as profeſs the Roman Catholic reli- 

ion,—The orders of the Houſe render it neceſſary that, before 
Save is given to any Member to bring in a bill for altering any 
law connected with religion, the ſuhject be previouſly diſcuſſed 
in a committee; and that no motion for altering ſuch a law be 


committee, in conſequence of directions from the ſame, 
Ibe LORD ADVOCATE of SCOTLAND informed the 
committee that the Roman Catholics of the. country to which 
he immediately belonged laboured under many hardſhips and 
diſabilities on account of their adherence to their religion. By 
one law an oath, called a formula or ſolemn, declaration, was im- 
poſed upon them, which they could not take without renouncing 
the religion which they profeſſed ; and if they refuſe to take it, 


their neareſt Proteſtant relation might deprive them of their 
. eſtates, His Lordſhip obſerved, that it was repugnant to juſtice 


and humanity that a ſubject not convicted, nay. not ſo much as 
accuſed or — eG, of_any crime againſt the ſtate, or 
againſt ſociety, ſhould be deprived of his eſtate for no other 
reaſon than that he profeſſed the religion moſt agreeable to his 
judgment and his conſcience ; or that he ſhould be placed in the 
wretched ſituation of holding his eſtates at the mercy of any Pro- 
teſtant relation who ſhould be profligate enough to ſtrip him of 
it by enforcing this very penal law. The liberality which had 
induced the Houſe laſt year, and on a former occaſion, to grant 


relief to the Roman Catholics of England would, he was per- 


ſuaded, induce them to extend relief alſo to the Roman Catho- 
lies of Scotland, whoſe loyalty and conduct gave them an equal 


claim to the indulgence of the legiſlature. He admitted that 


the particular law to which he referred was too odious to be 
often carried into execution; but if it was not fit that it ſhould 
be executed at all, it ought not to be ſuffered to remain merely 
as a temptation to the profligate to ſtrip honeſt and meritarious 
people of their property. He ſaid he was extremely forry to in- 


form the committee, that there was at this moinent a ſuit ac- 
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ally depending in the courts of law in Scotland, founded on 
his particular, ſtatute. A Roman Catholic ' gentleman, as re- 


e might derive from this penal law, which he was endeavour- 
ing rigidly to enforce. In the courts as much delay as poſſible 
as throwyn in his way; but it was to be feared that he muſt 
ſucceed at laſt, and reduce to beggary 2 gentleman in every 
teſpect a moſt meritorious ſubject. If it was too late to fave 
him from ſuch a misfortune, the legiſlature, he truſted, would 
interpoſe and take care that he ſhould be the laſt victim to 4 
ctuel law, and that it ſhould never operate in future to the 
ſtruction of any other perſon ; for ſurely it was no longer to 
& endured that a man ſhould be placed in the horrid ſituation of 
either renouncing the religion of his heart, or by adhering to it 
cqnſcientiouſly forfeit all his worldly ſubſtance. . His Lordſhjp 
concluded by moving, that the chairman ſhould be directed 
to move the ' Houſe for leave to bring in a bill requiring an 
© oath of Wfaration and declaration from his Majeſty's Roman 
* Catholic ubjects in that part of Great Britain called Scot- 
«d lang. t beth thre: = e 

COLONEL MACLEOD faid he did not rife for the pur- 
ſe of oppoſing the motion; on the contrary, he was anxious to 
turn his thanks to the Learned Lord who had made it; ſuch a 
otion did honour to his humanity and liberality ; if it could be 
laid to be liable to any objection, it was that it did not go far 
enough. He had never heard before this day of the caſe to 


66 
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Wo 


e hich the Learned Lord had alluded; it Was a hard one indeed; 
„mand he hoped that, if it was poſſible, it might be included in the 
1 bill to be brought in, and that the gentleman in queſtion might 
| reſcued from deſtruction by the kind interpofitior of the legiſ- 


ature. He did not know why Scotland ſhould adhere with 
more pertinacity to an old ſyſtem of intolerance than other eoun- 


1 


© 
— 


not ſee any reaſon why what was now he ym ſnould he the 


It ſum of relief to he granted to Roman Catholics in Scotland ;' for 
* he could not conceive why it ſhould be thought that a Catholic 
0 could not with ſafety to the ftate be allowed as much liberty in 
1 Xotland, as was allowed to a Catholic in Ireland. 


E 


he queſtion was put without farther obſervation, and was 


The 
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ried unanimouſly, 
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tries; and after what had lately been done in Ireland,” he'eould 


nourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had any aun ied have the 
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The Houſe'was then reſumed, and Lord-Fredetic: Campbell 
made the motion which, he was directed MN oe to 
make; ; it was. carried without any oppolition,” 23 


THE TRAITEROUS CORRESPONDENCE F 3-4 


Was e from the Lom with the amendments mat 


by their 
Mr. rr wiſhed to know whinker the Right Ho- 


bill with the amendments printed. | 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER replies, that 
he had; the amendments. he ſaid were few in number, and 2 
ſingle reading of them from the chair would be ſufficient ta 
wing every Gentleman to make himſelf ne maler of 

m 

Mr. ADAM admitted that the amendment were for; but 
then it muſt be allowed, he ſaid, that they were very important 
in their nature; and therefore they ought to be printed, to the 
end that Gentlemen might have an opportunity of er con- 
ſidering and weighing them. 

Mr. CURWIN Gd, he was the more eee the bi 
with the amendments printed, as he was informed that altera- 
tions of ſo very ſingular a nature had been made in the bill, a 
that in its preſent ſhape it would allow the merchants of this 
country to ſupply France even with naval and military ftores. 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER ſaid, that if 
ſuch would be the effect of the amendments it would be very 
contrary indeed to the intentions of thoſe by whom they were 

propoſed. [ Mr. Curwin faid in a low voice acroſs the Houſe that 
he took that for granted, but that the effect of the amendments 
would nevertheleſs be ſuch as he had ſtated. ] - The Chancellor 

of the Exchequer inſiſted that it ought to be preſumed that the 
+ perſons who had ſuggeſted the amendments were not quite ſuch 
bunglers as to defeat the very object which they had in view; 
but that on the contrary they had ſo worded them as to make 
them convey the N which they intended to convey ; at 
all events a flight reading would ſerve to ſhew whether they had 
ſucceeded or not; and > Airman he would nat -conſent to any 
propoſition for printing the bill with the alterations. — He con- 
cluded by moving, that they ſhould be een ine ee 
on Friday next. | 

I The queſtion was put and carried. 


' GOVERNMENT AND TRADE or INDIA. 


The Houſe, on the motion of Mr. SECRETARY DUN- 


DAs, reſolved itſelf into a committee, to take into * 
| 16 
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of the 
Mr. BEAUFOY | having mken the. chair of the committee, ©. 
Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS roſe: he faid, he felt no 
ln embarraſſinent in findi A himſelf under the ne- 
 propoling.ſuch a ſettlement of * vernment of India 
mw repugnant to the general opinions of all the able writers 
n government; for he was going to propoſe that the exerciſe 
fo power ſhould, for a time to be limited, be veſted in 
y of merchants; and that the trade to the Eaſt Indies ſhould 
yr ryan inſtead of being thrown 
n to the Whole community. able writers on trade a ang 
vernment agreed that the more free, the more unreſtrained 
as trade, the more it would. flouriſh and the wider it would | 
tend: the truth of this propoſition was in general ſo clear, 
that it had been his ſtudy and his wiſh nod anche inciplo 
rhich it laid down ; and therefore it was very natural that he 
hould feel embarraſſed when he was about to depart from it ; 
towever,. he had this conſolation to ſupport him, that he 
raftical advantages, and the benefit of experience, to oppoſe ta 
1 theories and ſpeculation; and he believed no w_ man | 
_— quiſh a certain good, for the purpoſe of 
52 Free ee e e of 
good, = iy: deprive him of that which he actually en- 
joyed. he Rn India Company, he faid,” was at preſent the 
org⸗ through which the ſovereignty of. Great Britain over her 
Abatic provinces was exerciſed; and the channel through which; 
by the medium of trade, the tribute paid by them was brought 
into this country... Whether the commerce of the Company, 
nd the uſe.it-made of che foycreignty, had been fg « 
peat benefits to England, the commttee would be able to ju 
rom this ſhort ſtatement, that the Company actually emplo 
$1,000 tons of ſhipping, and 7000 feamen; that it brought * 
nually into che kingdom the raw materials of manufacturers to 
+ amount of 700, O00l.; that it paid into the Exchequer 
phe oo; that it enriched. the people. of England with a tris 
bute from the ſurplus. of revenue in India with another million; 
that the fortunes made by the. Company's ſervants abroad, and 
emitted home, might be eſtimated at half a million a and 
lly that it ef not lei than ſeven .millions to general 
circulation of Great Britain. From this ſtatement, 3 com- 
nittee muſt ſee that the advantages of which the; nation was 
ally in poſſeſſion, thro u the, medium of the Eaſt India 
Company, were very great indeed; it would be for gentſemen to 
conlider ſericuſiy whether — be ang wildom: in run- 
wk the Rene in a wild and perhaps 
ol. II. 


is 
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viſionary purſuit of greater: and whether it would not be better 
to prefer the good which they actually enjoyed, to the . 
of e which by poſſibilty they might derive from a different 

m of trade and government. By continuing the preſent 
yſtem, the King would remain the direct ſovereign of the Bri- 
tiſn poſſeſſions in India; the Parliament would be, as at preſent, 
the guardian and ſuperintendant of the happineſs and proſperity 


of the inhabitants, and of the intereſts. of the Company and of 


the empire; both the immediate government of the territories, 
and the care of the revenue, would be veſted in the Company 


itfelf. Under the management of the Company, the trade and | 


revenue of India had been improved, and a war againſt a power- 
ful ſtate had been carried on with vigour, and brought to a 
glorious and honourable concluſion. It was evident h 
this organ of government and trade was equal to the end for 
which it was employed. Should it enter into the heads of 
men to change that organ, and take out of the hands of the 
Company the exerciſe of. the ſovereignty over our provinces in 
the caſt, and the management of the revenues ariſing from them, 
be would beg leave to ſuggeſt ſome of the many difficulties 
which muſt neceſſarily be produced by ſuch a meaſure. In the 
firſt place, the Company would probably lay in its claim to the 
direct ſovereignty of thoſe provinces; a claim which he would 
not heſitate to call unfounded, and which, no doubt, the public 
would never admit; but ſtill, though it ſhould be reſiſted with 
ſucceſs, there would remain many knotty and embarrafling points 
to be ſettled, which would require very ſerious conſideration, 
It muſt be determined to hoes Cahn the forts, ſtores, guns, 
c. and if to the Company, what allowance ſhould be made for 
them when the crown ſhould take poſſeſſion of them. How the 
Company's debts ſhould be liquidated, and when and how the 


- 


trade ſhould be carried on, hile theſe important queſtions 
remained under conſideration, the arenen fare of the 


Company would of courſe ſlacken, and the fatal effects of ſuch 
an event would be felt not only by the manufacturers in India, 
but alſo by thoſe of Great Britain. But this was not all; the 
ſudden ſhifting of power from the hands of the Company to 
thoſe of the crown might be attended with the moſt alarming 
convulſion in India. In that country, more than in any other 
in the world, government was founded upon opinion; a ſudden 
exchange of opinion might ſhake our ſovereignty over thoſe 
valuable territories to its very centre. Ih | 
been accuſtomed to know no other rulers than the Company, 
who had derived its authority from the Great Mogul, acknow- 
ledged all through India as the lawful ſovereign. of the empire: 
a transfer of power from the Company to:the.King of East 
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uſurpation, which might occaſio the moſt diſaſtrous. conſe- 


| 

quences to the Britiſh power in India. Wpen Lord Clive, 
who might be conſidered as the founder of the Britiſh empire in 
that quarter of the globe, was ſettling the government of it, he 
paid the utmoſt reſpect and attention to the opinions of the 
natives, and in every department of the ſtate took care to 


ngthen it by grants and firmans from the Great M to 


vhom all India looked up as to the only ſovereign India. 


e native prinees acted upon the fame principle; and were 
re to be ſeen” purſuing a different one, we ſhould run the riſk 
of being conſidered in the light of robbers and uſurperz. Was 
it prudent then, he aſked, to run ſuch a riſk merely (barely 
offible) for the attainment of benefits ſomewhat greater than 


thoſe which we enjoyed by leaving the exerciſe of the ſove - 


;gnty and the management of the territorial revenue to the 
Company? Surely it would be infinitely wiſer, he faid, to leave 
eſe things juſt as they were, than to riſque the conſequences 


hich might follow, when the natives of India ſhould hear, that 


the power of the Company, to which they uſed to look up as 
lawfully derived from the ſovereign of India, was no more, and 

t the crown of England, with which 

all acquainted, had aſſumed it. Having dwelt a conſiderable 
me on theſe topics for the purpes of proving that it was better 
to abide by what experience had ſhewn to be practically good, 
than to run into wild theories and viſionary ſpeculations, how- 
ver plauſible and promiſing they might be, he next adverted to 
he patronage of India, which he was of opinion ought to be left 
in the hands of the Company; and he maintained that it would 


de of infinite prejudice to the public at large to take it out of 


hoſe hands.; for were the patronage of India to be added to that 
which already belonged to the executive power of the crown, 
it would give the latter a prevailing influence that would endan- 
ger the very exiſtence of the conſtitution, Gentlemen might 
imagine that through the board of controul the executive power 
tually enjoyed the patronage of India; but he would take upon 

mſel 10 e that this was by no means the caſe, Conſi- 
dering the regular manner in which the Company's ſervants 
ole abroad, the great ſource of patronage might be faid to be 


appointment of writers. He would not pretend to fay that 


he court of directors would not pay great attention to the 
ommendation of the executive power, neither would he fay 
that it was not able to procure a writerſhip, but he would affirm 
nat the number of applications made by Minifters face the form- 
ton of the board of controul for ſuch appointments was 


"ery ſmall; and he faid that in forne other ſtage bf this buſineſs 
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1. PARLLIAMENT/AR Y, Center. 


he would fairly ſtate how. many ſuch places had, beer-granted by | 
the directors at the recommendation of Miniſters, and what 
ſhare they had had in the diſtribution. of the Company's patro- 
nage. The board of controul, he ſaid, had hitherto acted u 
to the heſſ of its judgment and information, in coxrecting ſuch 
abuſes as had crept into the government of India. The mem- 
bers who compoſed. it had at firſt but little: experience in the 
cuſtoms, manners, or habits of the people, who were to be go. 
_ yemed; but they had taken all means in their power to procure 
che beſt infotmation on that head. In this t —— power- 

fully aſſiſted by ſeveral. reports which had been ſent from India, 
in anſwer to queſtions tranſmitted by Lord North, when that 
Noble Lord was at the bead of affairs, to ſeveral very able 
men then in the ſervice of the Company; theſe queſtion; 
turned upon various. important points reſpecting the beſt mode 
of legiſlating for the Britiſh poſſeſſions in the Eaſt; and of admi- 
2 ice, managing the revenue, carrying on trade, &c. 
&c. The reports ſent back in anſwer were drawn up-by different 
erſons, all very able men, and all * local know- 
ledge and experience; theſe gentlemen; were; Mr. Haftings, Mr. 
Francis, Sir W. Chambers, General Clavering; Colonel Mul- 
ſon, Mr. Barwell, c. They all agreed in ſtatement of facts, 
but ſcarcely any two of them in opinion reſpecting the 
ſyſtem. which, in their judgment, ought to be purſued for the 
better ae of India. From all this he thought he might 
fairly draw. this inference; that at we had hitherto- experienced 
great benefits from the ſyſtem which had been hitherto purſued, 
we ought not to pull it down, ac no two men, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the country, could agree about the ſyſtem which | 
ought to replace it; and if men who had paſſed ſo many years in 
the country, which was the ſubject of diſcuſſion, could not agree 
upon a point on which they were ſo. well qualified to ſpeak, 
ſurely it would be the wiſeſt courſe for the Houſe of Commons 
N members poſſeſſed leſs information on che ſubject) to 


ſteer, to purſue the line which experience had proved led to 
proſperity, and not to hazard the good of the public, by liſten- 
ing to theories, which, however plauſible, had never yet been 
tried. It was his earneſt wiſh} that the internal ſtate of India 
might be ſtudied by gentlemen of that Houſe, ſo: that they 
might become familiar with the ſubject, and better able to affit 
his Majeſty's Miniſters with their advice: there was one cir- 
ance in its arduous functions; anal that was, that the King was 
reſtrained by act of Parliament from calling to that board any 
perſon who Was not in the liſh of priyy counſellors; the gentle; 
men who were put upon that liſt were ſuch as poſſeſſed e 
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talents, and were of courſe candidates or hgh offs in 


ar waden.fhr any gk | 
ſeats at the -boatd of: controul, where they were conſillered]: 


birds of-paſſage, on the wing to more exalted 2 gl 
be alluded to Lords Auckland and Grenville. ] 
—— amd ied Mary —— 
— at to umme 00 
Board others — — counſellors, and ſuch as were more 
likely to ſit at it, and nd ele. acquire more imimate 
knowledge of Indian affairs. reſpect to the nomination of 
r 
ſupreme council, there were two opinions; one was, that theſe 
great officers ſhould be ee wy the other, that 
they -ſhould continue to be appoi _— Company. He 
himſelf was of the latter opinion, but the misfortune iu 
— 2 — and reſpectable authority, 
that of Lord Cornwallis, who recommended that the right of 
naming to thoſe high offices ſhould be veſted in the 


His reaſon for differing from che Noble- — was, that 4 


Miniſter in his eloſet 


nominated b 

might eaſily b induced by pro 6 friendſhip to name Yeo 
perhaps not the beſt qualified for — but he would cer- 
when he ſhould be called upon 
to recommend an improper perſon to twenty-four director, who 


would have a right to remonſtrate againſt ſuch — oy and who 


would probably exerciſe that right the more readily, 2 
were not influenced by any friendſhip for the — w 
only merit perhaps might be the favour of the Miniſter: On 
he other hand, as the Crown had a negative upon the choice 
made by the Company of governor general and members of the 
ſupreme council, it would” be impoſfible for the Company to 
nominate improper perſons. He admitted that by this 
the crown poſſeſſed indirectiy the right of nomination, but o 
the reaſon which he had already aſſigned, he would not wiſh to 
ſe it exerciſed direfly: however the Parliament would act 
acconding to its own diſcretion, vwhken the buſineſs ſhould come 


forward. in the ſhape of à bill; and make ſuch alterations in the 


lifferent parts of his plan, as it ſhould think likely to be for che 
xnefit: of the public. Having hitherto ſpoken of the govern- 
nent or political capacity of the Company, he now called the at- 


tention of the committee to its commereial concerns. It was well 


known, he ſaid; from: the earlieſt ' accounts handed down by 
uf ny, thas the trade of India found its way: to- che different 
parts 
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parts of the word, and miniſtered to the luxury of the moſt dif. 
tunt nations. At firſt it was carried on by means” of caravans 
andinavigable rivers, till it reached the ſhotes of the Mediterra- 
nean, W bo 1 eee and — . of the caſt were 
eonveyed to the free ſtates of Italy, and thence to every part of 
At laſt a new channel — opened for this trade 


the diſcovery of the Cape of Good Hope: the Portugoeſe firſt 


availed themſelves of it, and made numerous eſtabliſhments on 
the coaſt of India: the Dutch ſopn followed, and entering into 
2- competition with them, deprived them of ſeveral of their 
ſettlements; the French, the Engliſh, and other nations, were not 
long behind, and the trade of India hecame and long continued 
. bone of contention between them: b and expenſive wars 
enſued, till by the peace of 1763 the Engliſh: acquired a decided 
ſuperiority over all their competitors, and — found 
itſelf transformed from a body of merchants into a ſovereign, 


exerciſing a ſupreme power over twenty millions of ſubjects, and 


receiving an immenſe revenue from the conquered provinces. 
How this revenue could beſt be remitted to England was then a 
ſerious conſideration ; if it was to be remitted in ſpecie, the In- 


dian empire muſt ſpeedily be ruined; it could with ſafety, then, 


be done only by tranſmitting the ſuperfluity of induſtry, in the 
ſhape of — - l 

that this was not to be done otherwiſe than through the medium 
of trade; but then a queſtion might ariſe whether this could be 
beſt effected through the medium of private traders, or throu 
that of a Company poſſeſſing vaſt refources and great eſtabliſh- 
ments in India. If an uncontrouled intercourſe was to be 
ſuffered between the merchants and ſeamen of Great Britain, 
and the natives of India, the conſequences might be fatal to the 
ſtability of our power in that part of the world | 
that the native Indians looked upon Europeans as beings of 2 
ſuperior 1 and upon that opinion depended, in a 
great meaſure, the ſupport of our empire in India. How ſuch 
an opinion ever came to be entertained by them, he could not 


conceive; it might have been the effect of religious prejudices, | 


or of ſome other cauſe with which we were 'unacquainted, but 
ſo it was; if any doubted it, he would quote to him the declara- 
tion of a Nabob, who complained in a letter to Mr. 'Vanfittart, 


that a number of Engliſſi had reſorted to his country, to the 


very great inconvenience of his people and government. Mr 


Vanſittart, who was then at the head of Engliſh affairs in India, 


wrote to him for anſwer, that the perſons about whom he com- 


plained were a ſet of contemptible fellows, whom he wight drive | 
away, if he pleaſed. The Nabob's anſwer to this Was, „“ that 


66 ut | 


they might be contemptible in his (Mr. Vanſittart's): eye 


res, or articles of commerce. It was evident 


l. It ſo happened 
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« but that in the eyes of an Indian, even the dog of an Euro- 
«4 pean Was à creature of conſequence.” This idea of Euro- 
pean ſuperiority might be deſtroyed by an uncontrouled inter- 


| courſe between the natives and our people ; and it | muſt be un- 
controuled, if the trade to India were to be thrown open to every 
adventurer, inſtead of being carried on by an excluſive Com pany. 


He doubted mueh whether thoſe who were for an open trade were 
aware of all the conſequences to which ſuch a meaſure would 
lead. He wiſhed to know whether they had any idea of colonifing 
India; or whether this country could bear the drain of men which 
an open trade would carry out to India: who having nothing in 
iew but to make their fortunes, would ſoon offer their ſervices 
> the native princes; and then we might find Britiſh ſubjects 
welling the armies of our enemies, and helping them to pull 
lown the Britiſh empire in the eaſt. The nature of the trade 
o India was againſt the idea of throwing it open to private ad- 
jenturers; on account of the diſtance of the country, the returns 
nuſt be ſlow; and therefore companies alone; and not indivi- 
quals, could afford to wait for them. But this was not all, 
hough the Company's excluſibe charter ſhould expire to- 
norrow, yet the Company would ſtill continue a corporation, 
vith a great capital, and advantages from ſettlements in India, 

hich muſt remain to it even after the expiratn of its exclu- 
five charter, all which circumſtances would give it a decided 

periority over private competitors. An idea had gone forth 
hat, becauſe there were 20 millions of people under our go- 
errnment in India, an immenſe market might be found for 
ritiſh manufactures; if our trade to the eaſt was releaſed from 
he ſhackles of an excluſive charter. He wiſhed the moſt fan- 
zuine expectations on this head might be realized; but there 
ere many circumſtances which induced him to think it likely 
hat it would be diſappointed. Our firſt and principal manufac 
ture was that of woollens; but furely when the heat of the 
chmate in India, and the ſimplicity of the 'dre&of- the natives 


were taken into conſideration, it would appear very improbable 
at much of our woollens ſhould be conſumed there. The 
next great ſource of our wealth was the cotton manufacture; 
but ſurely, it could not be expected that we could ſurpaſe our 
maſters in 3 * — and 
dugh we might prevail upon them to wear ſome 3 
we — —.— — hope that we ſhould be able td 
ſell cotton goods to any very great amount; as the Indians could 
work ſo very much cheaper than we could. The earthenware 
wat another important manufacture with us; but the very bulk 
of it would be againſt ſending it to advantage to ſuoli a diſ- 
lance ;. and ſuch Were the religious tenets of many of ihe caſtes 
5 * | ö into 


out being deeined polluted, make uſe of any veſſels or: utenſils. 


manapoly was a grievance, and an intolerable reſtraint upon trade, 


But the Eaſt India Company's monopoly was very unlike thoſe 


monopolies againſt which the voice of the! nation was ſo very 
juſtly raiſed in the courſe of the laſt century. It. certainly was 
intolerable that articles which were in uſe ſhould: be put 
ſo much in the power of one or two individuals, as that they 
ſhould be able to ſet upon them their own prices, without any 
regard to the intrinſic value. But the caſe was different with 
reſpect to the branches of trade which could not be carried on 
without great capitals, and ſuch as individuals could not ad- 
vance; ànd Parliament itſelf admitted the difference; for in the 
very act by which the crown was reſtrained from granting 

opolies, there was a ſpecial exception in favour of companies 


formed ſor the purpoſe: of car ing an trade. It was an eaſy 


matter, he ſaid, for great manufacturing towns to meet and re- 
ſolve that the monopoly enjoyed by the Eaſt India Company 
was a grievance, and a ruinous reſtraint upon trade; but it was 
not quite ſo eaſy to prove it. He might fairly aſk what was 
the nature of this Company, w 
ject of complaint. The anſyer was at hand. It was a body of 
men, who, upon the profits of a capital of 5 millions of money, 
did not divide among themſeves more than 400, oo0l. a year; 
and yet paid into the Exchequer of this country 2 million 
a year; to the ſhip owners and merchants 800, ol. who 


brought into England a revenue of 1, co, oool; ſo that out of | 


3.700, 000l. they had for their own uſe: no more than 400, oool. 
2 year, a ſum hardly equal to the legal intereſt of their capital, 
_ conſidering the many riſks which they ran. They had in- 
creaſed the tonnage 
and had added an immenſe ſum tothe capital of Great Britain; 


no that our manufacturers wanted to pull them down, they | 


might be ſaid to be kicking down the ladder by which they 
were now enabled to cope with the Company. e merchants 


and manuſacturers ſeemed to think, that if the excluſive charter | 


was taken away, there would be an end of the Company; but 
this was a. miſtake; for it would: ſtill continue a corporate bod 
virtue of other charters, and poſſeſſed of Fort William in 
lengal, Fort George at Madtas, St. Helena at Bombay, and 
various other ſettlements acquired by purchaſe, which could not 
be: token from it witb even a colour of juſtice. It was a pretty 
general: complaint that the Company was not ſuſficienti atten- 
tive to the intereſts of the manufacturers of England that it did 


HW. 


hoſe monopoly was made a ſub- 


of their ſhipping from 1 $,000-t0 81,000, | 


not import raw materials in as great abundance as it might: 
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nor export Britiſh manufactures 2 equal to the 
d want that might be found for them in India. This charge, | 
he ſaid, would appear not to be founded; for the Company 
formerly imported materials to the amount of 600, oool. a year; 
but raw now the importation amounted to 700, oool, a year; 
hilt the value of Britiſh manufactures exported annually 
anounted to 1,000,000]. The commutation act, he ſaid, had 
rought back to this country a great portion of the Indian trade, 
ch had been thrown into hands of foreigners by the abſurdity 
of our regulations. It had been enacted, that the Company ſhould 
ot accept bills from India to the value of more than 3 — | 
x year 3 this had prevented the Company's ſervants from re- 
nitting home, through the medium of the Company, the for- 
unes which they had made abroad; and at the ſame time the 
aw forbad them to ſend them home through the medium of 
oreign nations; this compelled them to have recourſe to clan- 
eſtine trade carried on under foreign colours, but with Britiſh 
apitals. This was not the fault of the Company, but of our 
dun law, as appeared from the repeal of it; for before the paſſ- 
ng of the commutation act, the tea imported into England and 
paying duty fell ſhort of fix millions of pounds weight; whereas 
gear 18 millions of pounds of tea now paid the duty. The con- 
quence was that the trade of foreign nations, carried on with 
Iritiſh capitals, was almoſt wholly at an end; Denmark and 
Iweden had formerly ſeven ſhips arriving annually from China; 
they had now only one; the ſame kind of trade carried on by 
the Portugueſe, Dutch, and French, had fallen in the ſame pro- 
portion, and was now almoſt annihilated. America indeed had 
opened a trade with China upon her own capital; but it being 
yet in its infancy,” he would ſay nothing about it; nor did he 
care how many other nations 1d trade to China with theie 
own riches ; all be wiſhed was that they might not trade with 
Titiſh capitals. - The queſtion of an open or excluſive trade to 
India was much diſcuſſed, he ſaid, in the laſt century. A very 
able merchant in England, in 1655, was for the former, whilſt 
in Holland the De Witt as ſtrongly argued in favour of the ex- 
cluſive trade. Oliver Cromwell, who was then Protector of 
ingland, put down the excluſive trade of the Engliſh Com- 
pany, and threw. it open to the whole nation. His /ambaſſador 
in Holland wrote him word that the Dutch were in the utmoſt 
conſternation for the ſafety of their trade to India, as they were 
erſuaded that ſo able a man as the Protector would nat put 
Own the monopoly, if it was not injurious to the trade; and 
Icy imagined. that De Witts would ruin them by maintaining 
the monopoly. It ſo happened, however, that ſoon after the 
Jutch gained ſuch an aſcendancy by the diſſolution of the Eng- 
Vol. II. | | $3 A | liſh, 
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members to trade on their own private ſtock; and yet when the 


the reighs of Charles II. and James II. many private adventurers 


begged pardon for having taken fo much of the time of the com- 


to move them, and then go on with them from day to day, until 


fore, he only moved that the chairman ſhould report progreſs anc 
_ aſk leave to fit again. | 


of following the Right Honourable 
His ſpeech, declared, that ſome obſervations had been made by 


without expreſſing his ſtrong and decided objection to them 
to propoſe the renewal of the Eaſt India Company's excluſive 
the handsof the Company; matters fo diſtinct, that he beg, 
3 2" 1b NEE th 
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Kh Company, and the conſequent throwing open of the trade 
to all England, that they were able to wreſt from England 
Colombo, Ceylon, and other places, which they retained to this 
day, and which they conſidered as the ſureſt foundation of their 
India trade. It was not very long before Oliver diſcovered his 
error, for in 1657 he reſtored the excluſive charter to the Com- 
pany, and ſhut ont the reſt of the; nation from the trade to Indi. 
Here was then the experience of foreign nations, and of our 
own, in favour of an excluſive trade: but there was another fi@, 
which ought to have great . in this queſtion; when there 
were two Companies in Great Britain trading to the Eaſt Indies, 
one traded on a joint ſtock, the other allowed a liberty to it 
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two Companies were afterwards united, it appeared that the ſum 
employed by private adventurers on their own account had 
dwindled down to 7oO0l. A ſtriking proof that a joint ſtock 
account was the only profitable one in the trade to India. In 


rocured licences from the crown to trade to India; but their 
nkruptcy, notwithſtanding their golden dreams and ſanguine 
expectations, proved to the world, that a trade to India, in ordet 
to be profitable, muſt be carried on by companies, not by indi- 
viduals. Upon the whole he ſaid he was, after the moſt mature 
conſideration, decidedly of opinion that an excluſive trade was 
not only uſeful to the Company, but abſolutely neteſſary to the 
nation; and that thoſe who were for throwing it open, did not 
fee the intereſt of their country, and were erroneouſly purſuing 
meaſures'big with ruin to it. | 


Having been on his legs two hours and a half, Mr. Dundas 
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mittee: he ſaid he held then in his hand a great number of rc(o- 

Jutions, which he did not intend to move that day; he intended 
to have them printed firſt, and on Monday next he would beg 

he ſhould have got through them all. For the preſent, there- 

Mr. FRANCIS roſe, and having profeſſed himſelf incapable 
entleman in every part 0 

that gentleman, which he could not permit to paſs to the publi 


The Right Honourable Gentleman had avowed it his intention 


charter, and alſo the continuance of the government of India 


4 


| uoted the opinion of Cicero, in illuſtration of his remark, 
ies With reſpect to the Right Honourable Gentleman's affertion 


at his argument was ſupported ” the teſt of experience ; ex- 
erience, he ſaid, had proved ju t 

ſked, had been the conſequence of the 232 poſſeſſing 
he territories they held in India, and acting at the ſame time as 
commercial company? the conſequence had been neither for 
he benefit of the Company, nor for that of government; for 
he Company's ſervants employed in the collection and manage- 
ent of their revenues, bal accumulated conſiderable fortunes, 


ine rhile the Company itſelf had decreaſed in affluence, having 
Ger cen repeatedly compelled to recur to Parliament for aſſiſtance. 
di- The Right ne Gentleman had deprecated oy, in 
ure the buſineſs; why, then, had he himſelf been dilatory ? With 
Was 


regard to any difference of opinion among the gentlemen whoſe 
— the Right Honourable Gentleman had thought it proper 
o mention, General Clavering, Colonel Mulſon, and himſelf, 
ad not entertained a different opinion on the ſubject. He 
never had thought, nor even could think it right, Mr. Francis 
faid, to continue the government of India in the hands of the 


that point he was at iſſue with the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man. But the queſtion was, whether or nat the government 
was in the hands of the Company, or in thoſe of the executive 
government of this country ? Of the numerous appointments in 
india, there were ſcarcely any of profit or importance which 
were not under the patronage of adminiſtration. and at their im- 
mediate or indirect diſpoſal: the writers only who, when for- 
tunate, were mentioned, but when unſucceſsful were not heard 
of, were appointed by the court of directors; and every poſt in 
tie army, both among the King's troops and thoſe of the Com- 


he Right Honourable Gentleman, therefore, for the con- 
iitution were rather ludicrous/ than otherwiſe. Mr. Francis 
diculed the ſcrupulous attention to the feelings of the natives of 
ndia by the Right Honourable Gentleman, and the idea of 
nyulllons enſuing from a transfer of the territorial property 


the contrary; for what, he 


Company, or in thoſe of their. delegates, real or pretended—on ' 


any, was in the appointment of Adminiſtration: the fears of - 
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from the poſſeſſion of the Company to that of the King of Great 
Britain. With regard to the obfervation, that the Eaſt Indi 
Company were looked up to by the natives with reverence and 
reſpect, Mr. Francis remarked, that T6 limited was the com- 
rehenſion of the natives of India, that it was but lately that he 

ad heard that nine-tenths conceived: the Company to be an 
old woman locked up in a Zenana! As to any apprehenſions re- 
ſpecting the eſtates which the Right Honourable Gentleman 
had ſaid the Company poſſeſſed in India, thoſe eſtates would ne- 
ceſſarily be governed by the ſame laws and- regulations that ob- 
tained in regard to other eftates in that country. Such obſerva- 
tions of the Right Honourable Gentleman were mate for the 
purpoſe of ſerving .as a maſque merely, and concealing from 
the public the true ſtate of tlie caſe. ' The preſent government 
| had been faid to be adequate and ſufficient; and the committee 
had been requeſted not to regard any theories or ſpeculations. 
Was it theoretical and ſpeculative, Mr. Francis aſked, to ſe- 
parate trade from government? The commercial charter, he ſaid, 
ought to continue, but he would reſtore to them the advantages 
enjoyed before they had the territorial poſſeſſions they now 
held, by making them merchants merely. He made ſome ob- 
ſervations on the board of controul, and ſaid that if new perſons 
were to be put in, they muſt be paid. Were the directors any 
real check on miniſtry in their appointments? If they were not, 
one, in fact, had the power, and the other the reſponſibility. 
Britiſh natives were actually ſeattered over the country; he 
wiſhed they were more effectually reſtrained. Mr. Francis 
made mention of the export of Woollens, and touched upon 
Mr. Dundas's obſervations reſpecting colonization. As to the 
great remittance of revenue from India, ſo it might be, he ſaid, 
if the government of India were in other hands. He noticed 
alſo the agreement relative to the conveyance of tribute through 
tmqe medium of trade, and ſtated; that more bullion was ſent to 

China at preſent than had ever been remitted before. No ar- 
'pgutnent,” he obſerved, for ſeparating the government from the 
trade, went to deſtroy the exclufive charter. As to the profit 
OO; the dividend on their capital, Mr. Francis ſaid, 
was very ſmall, and their trade, even with the territorial re- 
venues, had not been beneficial. Mr, Francis alluded to the 
private eſtates of the Company in land, and obſerved thay 
twenty-four Perguanas did not belong to the Company, but t9 
Ziemindars, who had been re- inſtated, he ſaid, in his time. He 
adverted to the letter of Mr. Dundas, and ſubmitted it to tha; 
committee, whether Mr. Dundas had not told the directors that 
it was of little conſequence to the Company or te the public 
whether the charter was renewed or not. Was the 5 
Toe | | CNaltcl 
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charter, be 8 8 Dia it giv mew — ä 
excluſion ?. Was not the —_— river in ull of — 
ſhips, freighted by Britiſh ſubjects, under foreign colours? 
Britiſh capitals in ſhort, to ſupply fareign trade. Mr. Francis 
ſaid; as occaſion might offer, he ſhould ſtate his opinion more 
fully and explicitly on the ſubject, but on the points on which 

he had oblerved, he never could agree with the Right Honour- 
abt Gentleman. Mr. Francis concluded by declaring, that to 
ſeparate the trade and government of the Company, and to re- 
place the Company in their former commercial ſtate, was no 
novel much leſs a raſh ſpeculation. 

COLON EL MACLEOD truſted that the Right Honour- 

Fs Gentleman would adopt ſome means of deſtroying thoſe 
jealouſies and heartburnings which might hitherto have ſubſiſted 
between the officers of his Majeſty's regiments and thoſe of the 
Eaſt India Company. 
__ GENERAL SMITH beſtowed much praiſe on Mr. Dundas 
for the excellent plan he had propoſed to be adopted in regard to 
the affairs of the Company. So far from the Company's affairs 
having been better before they had territorial poſſeſſions, Lord 
_ Clive's ſucceſſes, he ſaid, in 17 57, were the ſalvation of the Com- 
pany ;- for. had not theſe ſucceſſes happened they would have 
been bankrupt. The General ſaid, that the poſſeſſious of the 
| 2 were in a much ſuperior ſtate of cultivation to thoſe of 

* in the country. 
Mr. FRANCIS ſaid that it would have been fairer to have 
made the compariſon not between the territories of the Com- 
pany and thoſe of a Nabob impoveriſhed: ” European avarice, 
but thoſe of an independent prince, fuch as Tippoo Saib. 

COLONEL MACLEOD In to lore part of General 
Smith's ſpeech; . 

Mr. DUNDAS faid that the provinces in the poſſcſfion and 
under the management of the Eaſt India Company, compared 
with thoſe of any independent prince in India, were perfect 
gardens in point of cultivation. With reſpect to his letter to 
the directors, Mr. Dundas declared, he meant to ſay, that inde- 
pendent of an excluſive charter, the revenues and the ſtate of 
the Company would enable them to A. ten per cent. and to 
pay beſide 500, oool. to the country. 

COLONEL MACLEOD requeſted to know whether any 
thing would be done for the officers of whom he wt before | 
made mention? 

Mr. DUNDAS anſwered, that he ſhould certainly wait till 
the arrival of Lord Cornwallis before he err . * de- 
ciſive line of . on that OE; 
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which being ren „ 
The SPEAKER reſumed his ſeat; and { -/// | 


* 


Mr. BEAUFO having reported progreſs and 
Kt ra, ; 71 „ 70 ö S 44 12 g 
a Ihe Houſe adjourned. W 
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; After the vrivats bub net, was diſpoſed of, che CHANCELLOR 


of the EXCHEQUEKR roſe, and faid, that in conſequence of the 


embarraſſments of ſeveral commercial houſes applications had been 


made to him for the purpoſe of concerting means to ſupport the 
that their inability to diſcharge the demands made upon them 


aroſe. from temporary circumſtances and unforefeen accidents. 
He roſe now chiefly for the purpoſe of giving notice, that he 


ſhould bring forward this ſubject to-morrow, but from the man- 
ner in which he ſhould propoſe the meaſure, he did not appre- 
hend that any debate would neceſſarily ariſe, for that he ſhould 
only propoſe a ſelect committee to be choſen, and he believed 
they would, without much delay, be able to make a report upon 


which the Houſe might afterwards ſafely proceed. He obſerved, - 
however, that having attentively conſidered this ſubject, and | 


having had, as he believed, the beſt information on it, he could 
not help thinking that it would be found that many perſons in 
trade and commercial dealings had failed to diſcharge the de- 
mands upon them, not from want of a ſolid capital, but from 
the natural. gonſequences of a check on circulation of credit, in 
time to meet a temporary preſſure which ſingular circumſtances 
had produced, and that time being given, with temporary aid, 


theſe parties would be found to be ultimately ſolvent. He ſhould 


not have to trouble the Houſe to-morrow at any conſiderable 
length upon this ſubject, becauſe the committee would be the 

beſt means of maturing it for the conſideration and diſcuſſion of 
the Houle. TY . 

en |  HUSBANDMEN. | 

Sir JOHN ROUS ſaid, there were two points reſpecting day 


labourers being employed on the public roads, which he wiſhed 


to ſubmit to the conſideration of Parliament. It was unneceſ- 
ſary for him to ſtate, that every indulgence ſhould be granted to 


that uſeful body called huſbandmen. He conceived therefore | 


that the laws which obliged men to give a day's work, gratis, to 
the public roads in each year, or elſe pay a fine of two thillings, 
was a great hardſhip. I he ſum, though apparently trifling, was 
a heavy tax upon ſuch men; and he ougtn all whoſe rent _- 
| 2. 5 | | not 
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* | * 1 1 7 
aſked leave to 


not exceed 4l. per annum, as well married as ſingle, ſhould be 
exempt from the penalties of the exiſting act. The other point 
to which he would call the attention of the Houſe was, the 
mode practiſed of ſerving them with notice. This was attended 
with great inconvenience, and often followed by litigation, 
when, in addition to other hardſhips, probably ſummoning them 
before a magiſtrate would be attended with an expence of ſix ox 
ſeven ſhillings. He inſiſted, that to ſay good roads were of ad- 
vantage to the peaſant was a falſe argument, as they accelerated 
the removal or carriage of proviſions to the capital, and thereby 
rendered them drarer to the day- labourer and huſbandman, In 
the pariſh. where he reſided, the huſbandmen were exempted 
who did not pay 4l. per annuni rent, and he thought the ſame 
practice ſhould generally prevail. He, therefore, to obviate the 
difficulties which he had ſtated, moved for leave to bring in a 
bil. crow nn deed de] | . (EK 
Sir CHARLES BUNBURY. expreſſed his moſt ardent ap- 
probation of any meaſure tliat would afford to the huſbandman 
relief — and leave to bring in the bill was granted. —Adjourned. 
| n „ %/ͤ;ö« . 

. 40d CoMMERCIAL CREDIT. 6 foe 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER, purſuant to 
the notice he gave yeſterday, moved for the appointment of a 
ſelect committee to conſider the preſent ſtate of commercial cre- 
dit in this country, and to report their opinion thereupon to the 
Houſe. "This was an object which, under the preſent circum- 
ſtances, was unqueſtionably of great importance; and ſuggeſtions 
had been made to him of meafures which he truſted might be 
highly beneficial. _ | ſees 37 42729 ö 

A committee was then appointed. 
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AppRkEss oN LORD. AUCKLAND'S MEMORIAL. / - 
Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that the motion which he ſhould 
have the honour of ſubmitting to the Houſe was one that not 

only involved the character of the Right Honourable Gentleman 
| (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) and the whole of his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, but alſo the character of the Britiſh nation, and 
therefore was of the higheſt importance. It had in view that of 
calling for an explanation of the real intent, nature, 7 — 
and object of the war in which we were now engaged. That 
was the right character and deſcription of the motion which he 
ſhould offer to the Houſe. 8 V ee k ae 

In the courſe of the diſcuſſions which had taken place on the 
preſent war, there had appeared in that Houſe three deſcriptions 
of perſons. One who thought there ſliould appear in this coun- 

| try, 


5 
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try, at this time, ſomething like a general concurrence of opi- 
nion, and that incon differences ſhould not appear upon 


The next were thoſe who entertained a juſt apprehenſion of 
danger to this country from the power of France, ſuppoſing ſhe 
thoutd be able to overrun Holland, and therefore, to prevent the 
increaſe of their enemy's power, agreed to ſupport: government 
nn their efforts to prevent it. ies 16: 46 unto 115 
The third deſeription of gentlemen were thoſe who thought 
chat this was a war of neceſſity on our part, for that it was for 
the ſafety of our allies and the general ſecurity of Europe, there- 
fore we ſhould purſue vigorous meaſures againſt the French, 
and for that reaſon they gave their ſupport to government.— Of 
the fecond claſs he declared himſelf to be, and admitted their 
principle, that the enormous power and aggrandizement of 
France in the event of the acquiſition of Holland would be 
dangerous to Great Britain, and therefore he ſhould ſupport 
government in oppoſing France for the ſecurity of this country, 
upon a hope and truſt that nothing would be omitted on the 
part of our Miniſter which future negociation might effect, 
taking care at the fame time to proteſt againſt a war of extirpa- 
tion, or of vengeance, pledging themſelves to ſupport nothing 
that did not immediately belong to the ſafety of this country. 
The third deſcription of gentlemen who ſupported the war 
carried their principle, from what appeared to them to be the 
danger to which all Europe was expoſed, by the example of the 
French, to the recommendation of a ſyſtem of a war of exter- 
mination of the principles and opinions of our neighbours ;. and 
in ſupport of this idea they quoted all the crimes alleged to have 
been committed by the men whoſe principles they thus oppoſed, 
He, and others with whom*he had the honour and pleaſure to 
agree, had endeavourcd to draw from theſe gentlemen 2 
like a definition of the extent to which their principles would 
vor might lead them, but from all the diſcuſſion which took place 
upon that ſubject nothing like an explanation was given upon 
that point. This day, however, he was determined to put that 
ſubject to the teſt, and he ſhould maintain that Miniſters had 
abandoned the principles of the war, upon which alone they had 
the aſſiſtance of the moderate, and the general concurrence of 
the country, and the only principle they themſelves were fond of 
profeſſing, namely, to keep faith with our allies, or check the 
aggrandizement of France, and to preſerve the ſafety of this 
country. If in entering upon this ſubje& any gentleman. ex- 
pected that he ſhould be brought to pledge himſelf in the leaſt 
degree for the principles or the politics of the Noble Lord 


(Auckland), or that he ſhould be influenced by any conſidera- 
tions 
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tions with regard to that nobleman, ſuch a gentleman would cer- 
| tainly be diſappointed, for he muſt- frankly declare that per- 
ſonally againſt him, or any other perſon in adminiſtration; he 
had no ill will, but at the ſame time he had no heſitation in 
ſaying, that he did not reſpect or eſteem the man; he would ſay 
no more upon that ſubject, for a reaſon always concluſive wi 

him, becauſe he was not preſent; all, therefore, he ſhould ſay 


Miniſter at the Hague. In this view he muſt ſay that he diſ- 
approved of every memorial that Noble Lord had ſet his name 
to, from- the firſt diſturbances in France, down to the time of 
his ſigning that of the fifth of the preſent month, upon which 
the motion he ſhould conclude with would be founded. All 
| he was concerned in was marked by a fort of officious oſtenta- 


that he was only an ambaſſador, he appeared always in the ſtile 
of a viceroy, whoſe buſineſs it was to dictate, and command, 
The paper with which he announced the war with France was 
of this haughty, arrogant ſtyle, in which he called the national 
aſſembly of France miſcreants. Such language, Mr. Sheridan 
ſaid, was not. only improper, but rather inexcuſable, for they 
were not the effect of an overpowering. warmth, which fre- 
quently accompanied the animation of debate; they were the 
cool, collected words of an ambaſſador, who ought to have re- 
flected that he repreſented his Majeſty of Great — and the 
people of England, both of whom he was ſure would be 
aſhamed of ſuch expreſſions - ſuch expreſſions could anſwer no 
ood purpoſe; neither our ſoldiers nor our failors would enliſt 
he ſooner, or fight the better for it; and the people of this 
ountry ought not to be ſuppoſed to agree to uſe harſh words 
gainſt any others who had the direction of the public force of a 
ation, {till leſs that they could inſtruct their ambaſſador to be a 


atel, on the law of nations, who ſays, that for nations at war it 
5 neceſſary to obſerve, that they ought to abſtain from all harſh 
:xprefſion of hatred, animoſity, or contempt of each other, &c. 


ticular paper of the 5th of April, he objected to it not only on 
account of its particular indecency, but alſo on account of its 


The firſt tranſlation from the French ſtated, ** That ſome of theſe 
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tion, which ill became the character he ought to repreſent. - 
| Inſtead of the moderate language of a Miniſter, deſirous to ſhevw | 


| 
'F 
1 
5 
. 
'Þ 
0 
$4 
1 
4 1 
| F 
* 
19 F 
1 
Li - 
h 
s 


luſterer: ſuch conduct would be diſgraceful and ignominious. 
lere, to illuſtrate this point, Mr. Sheridan made a quotation from 


This, he ſaid, appeared to him to contain ſo good and fo ne- 
ceſſary a leſſon to Lord Auckland, that in the next diſpatches a 
copy of it ought to be ſent to him. With regard to, the par- 


opening and diſcloſing a new principle for carrying on the wat ; 
a principle hitherto in this country entirely without foundation. 
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deteſtable regicides are now in ſuch a ſituation, that they can be 
ſubjected to the ſword of the law. But from that which was 
now upon the table, a new colour was attempted to be given to 
the ſentence by ſaying liable to be ſubjected to the ſword of the 
law; this, he fad, was not warranted by-the original; for the 
plain ſenſe of the ſentence was that theſe perſons might be ſacri- 
ficed, becauſe they were in the hands of the Dutch. Again, 
the paper ſtated a recital of a former declaration, that his 
Britannic Majeſty and their High Mightineſſes would not fail 
to purſue the moſt efficacious meaſures to prevent the perſons 
who might themſelves be guilty of ſo atrocious a crime from 
finding any aſylum in their 5 ſtates.— To which the 
Dutch gave anſwer, that they will refuſe any aſylum to ſuch 
perſons, that they will drive them away; but not one word 
about putting them to death. — The war was declared on the 
21ſt of January, and there the matter reſted until the 5th of 
April, and for what reaſon ?—Becauſe it was not until this time 
the commiſſioners of the convention came into cuſtody, —It was 
only then reef to ſay, that theſe regicides ſnould be ſub- 
jected to the ſword of the law, which was in other words that 
they ſhould be put to death. If Miniſters ſaid they gave no in- 
ſtruction for this, he ſaid he ſhould be perfectly ſatisfied, and 
very glad to hear it; becauſe then the nation would be reſcued, 
and the infamy would only fall upon the individual. — The 
Noble Lord proceeded to ftate in his memorial, that the divine 
| vengeance ſeemed not to have been tardy ;—upon this he had 
only to obſerve, that we were engaged in a war which for our 
ſafety we had purſued, to the accompliſhment of its originally 
avowed object, and for the divine vengeance, for reſpect, for 
decorum and piety, we ought to be filent. The memorial was 
as follows : | 7 e | 

. MEMORIAL CR 

Preſented on the fifth of this month by the Britiſh and Imperial 
28 Miniſters to the States General. 


Hauts et Puiſſans Seigneurs! High and Mighty Lords, 
Il eſt connu que, vers la fin * It is known that towards 
du mois de Septembre de l'an- the end of the month of Sep- 
nee derniere, S. M. Britannique tember, laſt year, his Britan- 
& V. H. P. ont donné de con- nic Majeſty and your High | 
cert Paſſurance ſolemnelle, que Mightineſſes gave, in concert, 
dans le cas, 0:1 le danger immi- a "wor aſſurance, that in caſe 
nent, qui menacoit des-lors les the imminent danger which 
jours de L. M. Tres-Chrztiennes then threatened the lives of 
& de leur famille, ſe realifat, their Moſt Chriſtian —— 


roient pas de prendre les me- 
ſures les plus efficaces pour 
empecher que les perſonnes, qui 
ſe ſeroient rendues coupables 
d'un crime auſh atroce, ne 
trouvaſſent .aucun aſyle dans 


| leurs etats reſpectifs. Cet eve- 


nement, qu'on preſſentoĩt avec 
horreur, a en lieu; & la ven- 
geance divine paroit ne $'etre 
pas longtems fait attendre. 


le cas de pouvoir Etre ſouinis au 
laive de la loi. Les autres 
ont encore au milieu du peu- 
ple, qu' ils ont plonge dans un 
ahime de maux, & anquel la 
famine, l'anarchie & la guerre 
civile prẽparent de nouvelles 
calamites, Enfin tout ce que 
nous voyons arriver, concourt 


a nous faire regarder comme 
rochaine la fin de ces malheu- 
reux, dont la démence & les 
trocites ont penetre d'epouvar- 


& d'indignation tous ceux qui 


iennent aux principes de reli- 
jon, de morale, & d'huma- 
nite, | > 

En conſequence les ſous- ſig 
nes ſoumettent au jugement 
eclaire & A la ſageſſe de Vos 
Hautes- Puiſſances, ſi elles ne 
trouveroient pas convenable 
d' employer tous les moyens, 
qui ſont en leur, pouvoir, pour 
i-fendre Ventrce de leurs etats 
en Europe ou de leurs colonies 


| a tous ceux des membres de la 


Mac. n 0 — — 


oi-diſante Convention Nationale, 
u du prẽtendu Conſeil Executif, 


ut, ont pris part directement 


u indirectement au dit crime, 
ils etoient decouverts & 


Quelques- uns de ces deteſta- 
bles regicides ſont deja dans 


3B 2 
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and their family ſhould be rea- 
liſed, his Majeſty and your 
High Mightineſſes would not 
fail to take the moſt efficacious 
meaſures to 3 the per. 
ſons who might render them- 
ſelves grilty of ſo atrocious a a 


crime from finding any aſylum 
in your reſpective dominions. 


This event, which was fore- 


ſeen with horror, has taken 
place, and the divine vengeance 


ſeems not to have been _ 


Some of theſe deteftable regicides 
are already in fuch a ſituation 
that they may be ſubjetied to 
the ſword of the law. The 
reſt are ſtill in the midſt of a 

people whom they have plung- 
ed into an abyſs of evils, — 
for whom famine, anarchy, 
and civil war, are preparing 
new calamities.— In ſhort, every 
thing that we ſee happen, in- 
duces us to conſider as at hand 
the end of theſe wretches, whoſe 
madneſs and atrocities have 
filled with terror and indigna.: | 


tion all thoſe who reſpect the 


principles of religion, morality, 
and humanity. 
„The underſigned, there- 
fore, ſubmit to the enlightened 
judgment and wiſdom of your 
igh Mightineſſes, whether 
it would not be proper to em- 
ploy all the means in your 
power to prohibit from enter- 
ing your ſtates in Europe, or 
our colonies, all thoſe mem- 
— of the ſelf-titled National 
Convention, or of the pretend- 
ed Executive Council, who 
have, directly or indirectly, 
participated in the ſaid crime; 
and if they ſhould be —_ | 


ſtruction or 
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arrẽtẽs, de les faire livrer entre ed and arreſted, to deliver them 
les mains de la juſtice pour ſer- up to juſtice,” that they may 
vir de lecon & d'exemple au ſerve as a leſſon and example to 


genre- human. mank ind.. 
Tait à la Haye ce 5 Done at the Hague this 
Ae sse Si e . 
(Signs). Auckland, | (Signed) 4, Auckland, 
037 964-4, LA0h C. de Stare n 
f et; Rare... 


[ The tranſlation above given is the ſame with that originally in- 
ſerted in moſt of the Newſpapers; from which the tranſlation 
preſented to the Houſe of Commons differs by ſubſtituting for 
the ſentence printed in Italics—Some of theſe dete/table regi- 
cCiides are already in the caſe to be liable to be ſubjefted to the 
feword of the law—a verſion which is not even Engliſh—and 
for wretches, Malheureux, unhappy perſons; contrary to the 
obvious meaning of the original. Yo hz 
Theſe men were delivered up by the treachery of Dumourier, 
and Lord Auckland recommended to the Dutch that they might 
be murdered and aſſaſſinated. He wiſhed to know if it was poſ- 
ſible for a more horrid principle to be entertained, or one, if fol- 
lowed up, more likely to be attended with the moft horrid 
conſequences. Could we ſuppoſe that the French would not 
retaliate? What then would reſult, a general maſſacre of al! 
priſoners of war. Such ſentiments were odious to any man poſ- 
ſeſſing the leaſt feeling of humanity.— The fate of theſe people 
it ſeemed was to be a leſſon and example to mankind. —He was 
ſure the people of this country deteſted ſuch leſſons and exam- 
les. It reminded him of a proclamation recommending the 
deſtruction of America during that war, and while the Noble 
Lord was commiffioner there, and to which there was a very 


ſenſible proteſt, which was ſuppoſed to be the production of a 


Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Burke) now in the Houſe. 


5 This was drawn after the able ſpeeches of Mr. Fox, Mr. Powis, 


and others in that Houſe, and the Duke of Grafton, Duke of 
Richmond, and others in the other. The proteſt was ſigned by 
a or number of the firſt perſons in this country. This pro- 
teſt admirably explained the fatal effects of attempting the de- 
Aber ment of an empire. Here Mr. Sheridan 


read the proteſt, and then obſerved, that he wiſhed this alſo to 
be ſent in the next diſpatches to Lord Auckland. But again to 
return to the paper of the 5th of April, Mr. Sheridan faid, he ob- 
jected to it for a reaſon which was independant of the general 
ground he had already ſtated; it was that of declaring all peace 
with the people of France utterly unattainable, until oe 
8 | e ee 
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| ſhould be dictated, according + to the defire of the combined 
powers, a. certain form of government to France. Wers 
we, he aſked, at war with the nation of France at this mo- 
ment If the principle on which we proceeded to the war Was & 
followed, he would ſay that we were not at war with the na- 
tion of France. The object we profeſſed to have in view was 
accompliſhed ; and we ſhould negociate with thoſe who had the 
direction of the public — what uſe was it for us to call 
their armies a banditti of robbers, and their mariners pirates; at 
laſt we muſt negociate with them or go the length of deſtroying 
them all, a fruitleſs and a vain attempt. Was it the object, or 
was it not, of this war, on our part, to aſſiſt the conſpiracy to 
dictate a form of government to France, or totally to deſtroy the 
whole nation? — He wanted a plain explicit anſwer to that 
let the Miniſter ſpeak fairly out upon that ſubject— the people 
of England ought to know what were the views of the Miniſter 
upon this war to what extent it was to be carried, that they 
might not be proceeding under a deluſion. Suppoſing we had 
gained our original purpoſe, he wanted to know how peace Was 
to be obtained, without negociation with thoſe who have the 
exerciſe of government. If we countenanced the memorial of 
Lord Auckland, we ſhould ſay, that the whole national conven» 
10n—all the members of the municipalities—all the membesg 
t the diſtricts in ſhort, about eight or nine millions of peo- 
le, muſt be put to death before we can negociate for peace, 
"uppoling that we were to join the conſpiracy to dictate a 
rm of government to France, he then ſhould wiſh ta knoy 
hat ſort of government it was that we were to inſiſt on, 
Vere we to take the form of it from that exerciſed by the Em- 
ror—or that of the King of Pruſſia or was it to be formed 

the lady who ſo mildly conducted the affairs of Ruſſia or 
yere they all to lay their heads together, and hy the aſſiſtance of 
the Pope to dictate a form of government to France were the 
rench to have a conſtitution ſuch as the Right Honourable: 

entleman Mr. Burke was likely to applaud ?—lIndeed, .he- 
teared, that this was nat yet ſettled, and there were various 
[pecimens of what had been already thought of by different 
powers. — There were two manifeſtos of the Prince Cobourg, 
the one promiſed the form of government choſen by themſelves, 
in which they agreed to have a monarchy, and afterwards, in the 
courſe of four days, this was retracted in conſequence of the ac- 
ceihon of Dumourier ta the confederacy, — What would the 
Night Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Burke) ſay if they ihould. - 
not give the Freneh the form of the conſtitution of Poland, or 
uld he content himſelf with ſaying, they ought not to have 
ch a conſtitution lle believed that neither the Chancellor 
the Exchequer, nor any of his ſupporters, would * 
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382 PARLIAMENTARY Commons, 
thing at preſent upon that ſubject.— It appeared however ſome- 
vrhat myſterious, perhaps, that after the congreſs at Antwerp, in 
vrhich Great Britain was not unrepreſented, that the intention 
of the combined powers had altered, and that a much more 
ſanguinary mode was to be purſued againſt France than had 
been before intended; and perhaps the time might come when 
the parties might follow the example ſet by the manifeſto of the 
Duke of Brunfwick, that theſe were threats which were not in- 
tended to be carried into execution. —But this was not the way to 
amuſe us. The people of England would not long be content 
to remain in the dark as to the object of the war. Again he 
muſt aſk what was the object of our purſuit in conjunction 
with the other powers againſt France? Was it to reſtore the 
ancient tyranny and deſpotiſm of that nation? This would 
pleaſe ſome people in this country he knew, particularly emi- 
grants, but nothing would be ſo hateful to the people of this 
country, or any other, where there was the leaſt love of freedom; 
nor could any thing be more deſtructive to the tranquillity and 
happineſs of Europe. Were we to join Dumourier in a de- 
claration not to reſt until we had put to death thoſe deteſtable 
regicides, calling themſelves philoſophers, and all —— 


who had deſtroyed all lawful authority in France? Af we were, 
he would venture to ſay, this would be a war for a purpoſe en- 
tirely new in the hiſtory of wars; and -as it was called a war of 
vengeance, he muſt fay that we arrogated to ourſelves a right 

which belonged to the Divinity, to whom alone vengeance 
ought to be left. If the Miniſter ſaid, that on our part there 
was no intention to interfere in the internal government of 
France, he muſt then aſk what were the views of the other 
powers with whom we now ated in concert againſt France !— 
Was it to make a partition of France, as they did of Poland — 
If he was told that it was impoſſible for 74 crowned heads, 
acting in concert upon this great occaſion, to have any but juſt 
and honourable views; he would anſwer, that the ſubject was 


of too much magnitude to be paſſed away in. ſuch a manner, bomit 
and for his ſuſpicions he was juſtified by example; and he was as a 
fortified by the obſervation of an Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Powers 

Jenkinſon) with reſpect to the father of the preſent Emperor, can, 
that no man ought to take his word for one hour. No material and he 
alteration, he believed, had taken place in the views of that Tow 
The 


court ſince the death of that prince, nor of others in the preſent | 
confederacy. Were we to forget that the King of Pruſſia en- de fav 
couraged the Brabanters to revolt, and then left them to their 9 
fate? Were we to forget the recent conduct with reſpect to new fy 
Poland? Were we to forget the taking | of Dantzick and equality 
Thorn? Indeed he thought, that thoſe who every day told us in their fo 
pompous language of the neceſſity there was for kings, and on to ſo pre 
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the ſervice they were to the cauſe of humanity, they ſhould at 
leaſt have ſpated the public the pain of thinking of theſe ſubjects 
by not entering into the views of that unnatural confederacy. 


Indeed it was impoſſible for him to diſmiſs the conſideration of 
Poland, without adverting to an eloquent paſſage in the work 
of a Right Honourable Gentleman, who was an enthuſiaſtic ad- 
mirer of the late revolution there. — Here Mr. Sheridan quoted 
a part of Mr. Burke's appeal from the old to the new Whigs, 
which relates to the revolution of Poland, upon which he be- 
ſtows the higheſt of all encomiums.—Such, Mr. Sheridan faid, 
was the deſcription which the Right Honourable Gentleman 
gave to that revolution; was it to be ſuppoſed that this man 
would afterwards ſay that this ought to have been trampled 
pon and deſtroyed, or ſhould ſuffer it to happen, and never 
o utter a word upon the ſubject: he did not think that mo- 
narchs of the preſent day had fulfilled the promiſes: that ſome 
derſons had made for, and what was expected of them, ſo that 
heir names might be handed down to poſterity as a glorious 
zxample of integrity and juſtice With reſpect to the future 
iews of the different powers, they might beſt. be conjectured by 
what had already happened. The Empreſs of Ruſſia, upon the 
incerity of whoſe motives, and integrity of whoſe actions, there 
could be no-doubt, previous to the attack on Poland, amon 
ther things in her manifeſto, ſaid by her Miniſter— | | 
From theſe conſiderations, her Imperial Majeſty, my moſt 
gracious miſtreſs, as well to indemnify herſelf for her many loſſes, 
for the future ſafety of her empire and the Poliſh dominions, 
ind for the cutting — at once, for ever, all future diſturbances and 
requent changes of government, has been pleaſed now to tali 
under her ſtuay, and to unite for ever to her empire, the follow- 
g tracts of land, with all their inhabitants.“ RE 
This was the language for which the confederates were to 
uſtify perhaps the future taking to their own ſway, and unite for 
ver the dominions of France. We had kind much of the 
bominable ſyſtem of affiliation adopted by the French; but this 
as a Ruſſian impartial affiliation, and no doubt the confederate 
Powers approved of it. So will they affiliate all France, if they 
can, So will they England, when they have it in their power; 
and he was forry to ſay,” that if we joined in that infamous con- 
tederacy, and the thr & agreed to it, England would deſerve it. 
The Empreſs then proceeded to ſtate what ſhe expected for 
the favour ſhe had conferred— e Pen 
Her Imperial Majeſty expects from the gratitude of her 
ney ſubjects, that they being placed by her bounty on an 
equality with Ruſſians, ſhall,” in return, transfer their love of 
their former country to the new one, and live in future attached 
to ſo great and generous an Empreſs,” — oy | 
| n 
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On un eg vality With Ruſſea! This was  glotiods equal — 
Fable to be fent to Siberia with other Ruſſian Haves. — 


Pe favour they were to transfer, as nat might be ex- 


the whole love they had for their native eouν,y to 
uffia. their new and happy land for the ſame Miniſter of thi 
able and generous Empreſs proceeded to ay 0 151 
J, therefore, now inform every perſon, from the 520% 70 . 
kweft, that; within one month, they MUST tale tb "oath of allegi- 
ence before the witneſſes whom- I. ſhall appoint; and if anyoof the 
gentlemen, or other raiths poſſeſſing veal or immovabie property, re- 
garaleſs of their own' intereſt; Should refuſe to take the oath pre- 
feribed, three months are -allowed for the ſale of "their immovables, 
uni their free departure over the borders : after the expiration of 
which _ all their remaining „ Jn ** onfiſeated to-the 
1 0 I 
Really, Aer ſach terien; one would kavod appoſed, par for 
the well known character of the council of theie confederate 
powers, there was madneſs in them, or they would not thus 
think of inſulting the feelings of human nature But "this-was 
not all; mere gratitude was not ee oath it ſeemed mut 
de taken; or- tg SAG G7 432 | 
The elergy, both high- a0d low, as paſtors of their flocks, 
are expetted fo fer the example int taking the oath; and in the daily 
ſervice in their churches they muſt pray for het Imperial Ma- 
jeſty, for her ſucceſſor the Great Duke Paul Petrovitz, and for 
alk the Imperial ür. ering een nch Mul de 
gen them“ N 
Hlere again there was te of a best Wo 3 5 
this pious Empreſs was determined that perjury ſhould be. very 
genefal in her dominions, and that the example ſhould be ſet by 
the clergy Mr. Sheridan then proceeded to take notice of the 
conduct Gf tlie great and good King of Pruſſia with reſpect to 
Dantzick; as ſpecified in what he eal led his reaſon for taking ard 
{fon of part of Poland with his military forces. 
At would certainly militate againſt the firſt rules of a found 
policy, as Well as the 40 incumbent on us for the preſervation 
of tranquillity in our ſtate, if, in fuch a ſtate of things in a 
2 great kingdom, we remained inactive ſpectator, 
ſhould walt for the period when the faction feel eee | 
ſtrong enough to appear in public; by which our own neigh- 
bobribg provinces would be expoſed 2 ſeveral ene . the 
confequerices of the anarchy-on our frontiers; ©” 
2, 88 W&:hive, therefore, in conjunction with her Miteſty the 
| Emprets of Ruſſia, and with the affent of his Majeſty the Roman 
Emperor, acknowledged, that the ſafety of our ſtates did require 
to let to the * of Poland ſuch boundaries — are more 
compatible 
4 


Azz 25, 1793. JOURNAL, „ 
litate her the means of pro rings, without prejudice of her li- 
berty, a well ordained. and active form. of government, of main- 
taining herſelf;in the undiſturbed enjoyment. of the fame; and 
preventing by theſe means the diſturbances which have ſo often 
Shakes or own tranquillity, and endangered the ſaſety of her 
e In order 30 attain this end, and to preſerve the sepublic gf 
Poland from the dreadful conſequences which muſt be the reſult 
of her internal diviſion, and to reſcue her from her. utter ruin, 
| but chiefly to withdraw her inhabitants from the horrors. of the 
deſtructive doctrine which they are but too prone. to follow; 
there is, according to our thorough perſuaſion, to which alſo her 
Majeſty, the Emprefs of all the Ruſſias, accedes. in the. moſt 
perfect congruity with our intentions and principles, no other 
means, except to. incorporate her frontier provinces into our 
ſtates, and for this purpoſe immediately to take e of the 
ſame, and to prevent, in time, all misfortunes which might ariſe 
from the continuance of the reciprocal diſturbangcee. 
«© Wherefore we have reſolved, with the aſſent of her Ruffian 
ly, to take Meere of the above- mentioned diſtricts of 
Poland, and alſo of the cities of Dantzic and Thorn, to the end 
of in ,, rich, or hn 997 
„We herewith publicly announce our firm and unſhaken 
ſolution, and expect that the Poliſh nation will very ſoon aſ- 
-mble-in the Diet, and adopt the neceſſary meaſures to the end 
f ſettling things in an amicable manner, and of obtaining the 
alutary end of fecuring to the republic of Poland an undiſturbed 
ace, and preſerving her inhabitants from the terrible conſe- 
quences of anarchy. At the ſame time we exhort the ſtates and 
inhabitants of the diſtricts and towns which we have taken poſ- 
cfhon of, as. already mentioned, both in a gracious and ſerious 
manner, not to oppoſe our commanders and troops, ordered for 
hat purpoſe, but rather tractably to ſubmit to our government, 
nd acknowledge us from this day forward as their lawful king 
d ſovereign, to behave like loyal and obedient ſubjects, and to 
nounce ee e with the crown of Poland. 
Now after this, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he wiſhed to know whe- 
ther any robbery that had been committed by the moſt. deſpe- 
te of the French, or whether any of their acts were more in- 
famous than this. Of what conſequence was it to any man 
whether he was plundered by a man with a white feather in his 
hat, or by one with a nightcap on his head. He ſaid that if 
there could be any difference, the ſolemnity with which the 
thing was done was an aggravation. of the inſult, N 
ort of the French could plead diſtreſs, and could alſo ſay that 
Voi, I. VV they 
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"they had endured the hardſhip, che toils, and the perils.of a win. 


ter campaign.” But here Was nothing but à Raked 
without any part taken in the calamit which. gave birth to it. 
He had alluded to theſe things mefely for the” purpoſe of giving 
the Miniſter'an opportunity of diſapproving 1 them; pv, 5 — 
he ſhould not hear the principle avowed. But there was ſome- | 
thing ſtill remaining to be attended to- How were we ſure that 
the ſame laudable ambition which led the Empteſs tu affiliate in 
her Way three millions of men in Poland, that England might 
not then be led into a plan, the extent of which ſhe could not 
aſcertain, and that in time a freſh idea may ariſe teſpecting the 
balance of power, and that after we have Mes ne our beſt 
blood and treaſure for a conſiderable time, the Miniſter may ſay 
that the Britiſh lion muſt have his ſhare of the plunder, ſo that 
other territories remain to be defended, as contrary to our ex- 
pectation, and contrary to the wiſhes of all who. have the wel- 
fare of this country at heart: he did not ſay he knew this, but 
he was ſure this was very poſhble, and that by the ſyſtem we 
were now purſuing; we inight be'forced into that ſituation ; for 
after all that had hitherto been done by the ſplendid canfederacy 
apainft France, the gentlemen and ladies of chigt undertaking 
had not yet agreed upon the diviſion. But it might be faid that 
if we ſtopped hers we ſhould be in a worſe Kean "than when 
we began the conteſt : that was certainly very true, but could 
any man in Europe ſhow how he could profit by an alliance 
with ſuch perſons as the corifederates againſt France: {oppoſing 
they ſucceeded; were they fit to be our friends upon fannding a 
plan of government? Could ſuch deſpots love the free" conſtitu- 
tion of this country? On the contrary, he Was perluaded that, 
upon the very ſame principle that Poland was divided, and Dant- 
zic and Thofn ſubjugated, England itſelf might be made an ob- 
ject for the ſame fate, as ſoon as it became convenient to the 
confederates to make the experiment; he would defy any man 
to ſhew che principle upon which a difference could exiſt with 
regard to us and the other ſacrificed countries, in the wiſhes and 
deſires of the combined powers, But ſuppoſing this to be out of 
all queſtion, and that this country had nothing to dread in that 
reſpect, and that all Europe had nothing to look to but the ex- 
termination of the French principles, how would the ha 
proſpect of oui ſucceſs then appear? Could we entertain ſo vain 
A hope (indeed he was aſtoniſhed to hear it even hinted), that the 
French, who had all the winter been lying in the ſnow. fome | 
times, and wading up to their necks in water at others, in an 
enemy's country, fighting for their principles, will, in their 
own, ſubmit to give them up in a mild ſeaſon? The thought 
was too abſurd, and the expectation too extravagant to r How 
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poured by a man poſfeſſed of a ſpark-of rationality. It was upon 

theſe grounds he \aſked what were the lengths to which Mihif. 
ters intended we ſhould go on with the preſent war. He Trad 


— 


lic, to the calamities of this country, but it was his duty, and he 
was ſure that to coneeal the truth might be fatal to our intereſts. 
The truth then was, that we were already got into an alarming 
ſituation. Our general internal commercial credit was moſt 


Exchequer, this very day, was a lamentable proof of it. Bank- 


ſhockingly deranged; and the motion of the Chancellor of the 


ruptcies would ſoon be beyond all calculation. The preſent 
Chancellor had been but a few months in office, and he had al. 
ready affixedl the ſeals to between 4 and 500 commiſſions.— The 

Chancellor of the Exchequer had, for ten years, promiſed from 


* have plunged into an abyſs of evils; and for whom famine,” 
© anarchy, and civil war, are about to prepare new calamities, 


| © neſs. and atrocities have filled with Horror and indignation 


ww c 0 ww Dr 1c» 


year. to year to reduce and bring our expenditute within our 
ncome; that had not arrived, nor ever would, by purſuing fuch 
a war as the preſent. If manufactures were ſtopped and emi- 
rations ſhould take place, thoſe who felt the evils would thinx 
hemſelves-deceived by Government, and that might bring on 
diſlike to Government itſelf; this would be followed by that 
leſire for innovation which had proved the deſtruction of France. 
e concluded with n ny i T 
„That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to 
expreſs to his Majeſty the diſpleaſure of this Houſe at a certain 
emorial, dated the th of April, 1793, preſented to the States 
eneral of the United Provinces; ſigned by the Right Honour- 
ble Lord Auckland, his Majeſty's Miniſter at the Hague, the 
aid memorial containing a declaration of the following tenor:— 
Some of theſe deteſtable regicides,* (meaning by this expreſſion 
he commifſioners' of the national convention of France, de- 
vered to Prince Cobourg by General Dumourier) are now 
in ſuch a ſituation that they can be ſubjected to the fword of 
the law; the reſt are ſtill in the midſt of a people whom thiey 


* 


In ſhort, every thing that we ſee happen induces us to con- 
ſider as not far diſtant the end of theſe wretches, whoſe mad- 


* thoſe who reſpect the principles of religion, morality, and 

* humanity. -/, ” ax FC 
The underſigned, therefore, ſubmit to the enlightened judg- 
ment and wiſdom of your High Mightineſſes, whether it 
* would; not be proper to employ all the means in your power 
to prohibit from entering your dominions in Europe, or your 
colonies, all thoſe members of the aſſembly ſtyling itſelf the 
national convention, or of the pretended executive council, 
* 73 ho 


| 


i 

"of 

Hi 

*# 

£3 

11 

y : 
1 

/ i 

; | 


22000 5 9:95: ln 
. 


= 
— 
* ** 
. 
o 
- 


* 
* 
. 
2 — * 1 2 %: 7 — 
a a Ty — 1 
S ond 4 8 mew” © — 1 I AID ops ny 222 t — 4 — 
— —— . Y — 2 — 4 OE fs Pee — N o — — — 5 : 
* 3 ö 6 1 — — — — * wb w 8 kn 

— TS W RL — — rere re — N — = WM #. bb —— 1 > > by 

San matey — — . reg 2 34% we 2 . — a 1 "a * an 4 2 * . 8 

s * 1 ry * — . . - 
_ Pen —— — pO 2 — 


» 
ee te es ae et EE EE ER 


r 


386 PARLIAMBNTAR v c 


«.who were dir ir conctr nod in the ſaid crime 
© and if they. ſnoul ju diſcor and Jarreſted;; to deliver them 
up dende. thay, OP: ſerve as a leſſon and + 
6 eke Fr "4 4519 apc1 "©; 272 1 9117 13 n 22 * 
Ao acquaint his Majeſty of the ſenſe of this Houſe, th: i 
| the fad Miniſter, in; making this declaration, has 
the principles upon which this Houſe was induced to concu i 
the meaſures neceſſary for: the ſupport of the war in which t 
Britiſh nation is at preſent unfortunately engaged; and has an- 
nounced an intention on his inconſiſtent with the repeate 
aſſurances given by his Majeſty, that he would not — ie 
the internal affairs of France ; and for which dbolarativn hi 
Houſe cannot eaſily de brought to: believe that the ſaid Miniſter 
derived any anther from his Majeſty's inſtructions. 

Humbly to beſeech his Msjeſty, that ſo: nary vr the id 
memorial, as. contains the declaration above recited, may be 
publicly diſavowed by his Majeſty as containing matter incon- 
bſtent with the wiſdom and humanity vrhich at all mes = 
diſtinguiſhed the Britiſh mien and. derogatory'to the dign 
of the crown of this realm, by avowing an intention to Gr. r- 
poſe in the — oye: rance, w e es in 
ſo many declarations, * and mingling purpoſes of ven- 
geance with thoſe of defence and . to purſelyes es 

and our allies, which h s Maj 's Miniſters have cher 
clared to be the ſole object preſent war.. 

* ee: 10 his Majeſty, thee this Houſe has already K- 
preſſed its ſenſe of the acts ſpoken of in the above n; 
but that as neither this, nor any other f "ſtate," can p ſe 
auy cognizance, or . reſpecting the only un 
deney of menaces againſt their perpetrators ze to compel this 

- country, either. unjuſtifiably to carry on war*ep«the-ſubx rſion 
of 8 government of Franee, or dif y to ſtek 

peace by an ignominious negoeiation with the v ernment 
Ae wa have 2 ſtigmatized in —— er os. 
N 5 That theſe threats muſt tend to give to the hoſtilities with 

hieh Europe is now afflicted: a peculiar barbariſm- and ferocity, 
x — and reviving a ſyſtem of retaliation and bloodſhed, 
Which experience of its deſtructive tendency, honour, Humani = 
eee to baniſh from the Ne eivi-\ 

. W. 144 ot ; 611 l 

: And Enally, ta repreſent to li Majeſty dcepl the re \ 
putation of this, Majeſty's . counſels is OG: in 1 0 laiming 

»=chele tunjnſtißable, and, we truſt; unauthoriſed: denunciations of 
vengeance, ſo deſtructive of all reſpect for the conſiſtency and of 
all confidence; in the ſincerity of the public acts of his Miniſters, | 
and jo avi tending at onde ia render * 9 
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Cm the removal and: impeachment” of Lord Auck- 
land, on aulit of the memoriũl of thei gth of April; gned 


— 
As to the preciſe queſtion beſore the Tioute, he had no. 

in maintaining that none of the imputations in the addrely 
out of the A meimoriul, upon any fairivr\juſt!conftrution/ of 


. 


lr 490 1703. cnt wee 1 
ment honourable chopeleſs. id t n 4501 4) 55 6 
Te GHANOELLOR of e EXCHEQUER 6idj — 
ing either the notice given by the Honourable Gentle 

man (Mi Stiertdan), or the terms of his tnotiom, withy the 
— — his ſpeech; he found:itex 


_ difficult» to-adhere-to-the ſubject of the notice and of the 
move fer, and at the ſame time to touch upon any part of che 


of the Honeurable Gentleman. The notice given was, 


by him, and preſented: to the States — — 


Provinces; and the addreſt movech for went to 2 cenfure f tis 


oonduct as imptuper, though ãt ſtopped ſhort wich reſpect th he 


remqcyal and impeachment. Fhe ſpeech, however, of the Ho- 


nourable Gengleman' conſiſted, in a great incaſure; of invetives 
ſt che of Pruſſia and the Empreſs of Ruſſia; wich 
the addreſs had no connection whatever. 


it; indeed it · oxpreſſed no more, with reſpect to the horrible act 
lately perpetrated in France, and the perſons immediately con- 
cerned: in-its- tion,” than thoſe ſentiments of juſt” horroc 
and deteſtation, which muſt be ſelt by every generous 


mind, and had been already fandibned by the ions of 
that Houſe ; theſe therefore, muſti> by parity of reaſoning, be 


equally liable to the charge 3 endleſs war, 
or to an:ignaminious-peace.” Thete was not à word, he ſald, in 
the memorial Which went to put the/prineiple of the war upon 
any other footing: chan that which had been uniforinly-1 


| his Majeſty's Miniſters. -Itwas unqueſtionably his — wiſh, 


and he thought it a benevolent wiih, that a crime ſo atrocious 
a the murder of the French King ſhould ineet its juſt puniſh- 
ment, ſo as to afford an awful and uſeſul leſſon to the preſent 
and to future ages; but whatever might be his wiſh on the fub- 
ject, it did not certainly belon to this country to inſſict ſuch 


.. puniſhment, or to inſiſt that it Id be inflicted; and he meant 


therefore diſtinctly to ſay, that ure had no ſuch object in ve 


ia entering upon the preſent war We had declared-previeuſly 


that if the erime ſhould be committed, we would afford no 


aſylum to the perpetrators of ſuch a horrid deed j-and were, 


not wall entitled to do fo - Did our being at wur for ober 
cauſes prevent us from expreſſing our feelings on ſue a ſub- 


| eck, (and, would our doing ſo alter the prindiple of the HN. A 


ſeemed to have run through the ſpeech of of 
7 


PARUIAMENTAR Y.:: Costs. 
the Honourable Gentleman in recurring 40 dle Aten opi. 
nions which had deen entereiined with reſpect to hat would. 
or-wohuld not have been 5 propet cauſe of our declaring 
war /againft' France: lie ſeemed entirely to forget that * 
had made war on us, and had drag A. ito e th unjuſt 
and unprovoked aggreſſion. In ſuch a ſituation, it neceſſarily 
became the principle of the war on our part to meet the attack, 
ſo made, to repel and exhauſt the force of the bnemy, and to 
acquire ſecurity to ourſelves and our allies What word then, 
He would aſk, was there in the memorial in queſtion which. 
varied the cauſe of war, or affeQed the ueſtion with reſpect to 


1 hy conclufion of peace! But, ſays the Hon. Gentleman, how 


you afterwards'treat with perſons to whom you have applied 
fuck h harſh and opprobrious expreſſions ? If there were really any 
foros in this obſervation; the cenſure would qually be x 
that Houſe as againſt the Noble Lord; for th in terms no 
leſs ſtrong peel their abhorrence "of a dhod, + which no man 
could approve Y o had one ſpark of juſtice or. humanity in ru 
compoſition.” */We were certainly no more pledged by tl 
morial than by the declarations of that Houſe. The ing 
. abs Gentleman _ mo deren an e cle 5 | 
is argument, b at the ve ce wn 
of was not to be confined to the ru, en perpetrator of 
King's murder, but was to go to the extirpation of eight. e 
millions of people who had conſented to it. . He wha now beg . 
to call the attention of the Houſe to what is really the meaning 
of the papers upon which this criminal accuſatien againſt Lord 
Auckland is founded. The Honourable Gentleman had ob- 
jected to the tranſlation of one paſſage; and ſeemed to think that 
the original would bear rather a different meatiing upon a proper 
conſtruction. He truſted Gentlemen would not think it pru- 
dent, upon a matter of conſtruction, to found any motion for 
removal or impeaehment againſt the Noble Lord (Auckland), 
. who had unqueſtionably reel the moſt eſſential ſervice to his 
country. But, taking the Honourable Gentleman's own inter- 
pretation of the memorial: was it there ſaid, that any offence 
had been committed againſt the Dutch laws, or any demand 
made that they ſhould be executed by the States General? No 
nor —— ſuppoſed to be alluded. to been ſent into 
any. Dutch euſtody. There was ee, more than a reflection 
made by Lo Auckland with reſpect to Divine. Providence, in „ 
bringing do juſtice perſons who had been of fuch an 
atracious crime and how: bringing thetn to juſtier It was 
well known that an idea was then entertained, with great con- 
fulence, as tola counter- revolution, and the re-eſtabliſhment of 
che conſtitutional monarchy of France, and to which more faith 


had 


5 
> 9 


Are there - countries, 


| country: 
ee of ne ee, eee 
 livered up any criminal; but we haye often availed aurſelves uf 
he practice by demanding and procuring criminals, to be de- 
lirered up to us: — we did ſo in a gaſe Mhich bore; nog remote 
analogy to the preſent: —there as a time when the 
of this country made a demand to the States General d de. 
liver up certain regicides, and they were delivered up; tried an¹ 
executed. . Is it to, be imputed. as: a.crime to Lordh Auckland, 
that in ſuck a caſe he ſhould have acted with. ſome of 
warinth on the ſpur of the occaſion; and following out the very 


principles which had. been acted © We by that Houſe ? But, in 
„ 


* 


addition to what he had already ſa general principles, he 
begged to fay further, that a perſon. abſent, particularly: when 
abfent on public. ſervice, is certainly are to candour and 
protection; though he did not ſay that abſence, even un public s 
ſervice, ought to exempt perſons ſo abſent fromthe; puniſhment of 
crimes. eee too of the Noble Lord, which had 
been eminent in a very high degree, and of the moſt important 
benefit to this country, ought ſurely to be taken into confidera- 
tion, Theſe were the feelings which impreſſed his mind as to 
the immediate object before x Houſe. Other topics had been 
introduced by the Honourable Gentleman, into which it was 
not his intention to follow him; tho! e had operated on 
his mind to ſhew what motive had influenced him in bringing 
torward the preſent motion, to account for which he had-foun 
himſelf a good deal puzeled. He could not ſuppoſe that it 
proceeded His any malevolence or.,grudge towards the Noble 


Lord, this he knew was impoſſible; and beſides, it would have 
been ill gratzfied by pronouncing what appeared do him a high 
de fl on the Noble Lord. Could then the motive of 
the Honourable Gentleman be exceſs of genetoſity? Or, what 


could it be? He had indeed felt himſelf (perhaps er 


; 
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de time} completely at a loſs to conjefture what were the mo. 
tives of the r Under the name of 2 
motion againſt Lord Auckland, he had entered into a great 
ſcheme of continental polities; and, without pointing out the 
means of terminating the war, or of e to this country 


Indemnification or ſecutity, his arguments would go to difarm us 
alwpether, and to ſay that, from our abhorrence of certain un- 
jaftifiadle proceedings of the — of Pruſſia and the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia, we ought not to ally ourfelves with them, even for good 
purpoſes. He was as ready as any man to admit' fome of ther 
adds to have been unjuſtiſiable; and he held the partition of Po- 
und in the utmoſt abhorrence. He was no friend to ufur- 
pation and: ndiſement in crowned heads, more than in 
ather hands. He muſt however look to the degree of danger; 
and he was fully ſatisfied that, fince the world began, in the 
whole page of hiſtory there could not be found any one fyſtem 
A con ere, ee on by any crowned heads, or 
any regular govertunent, equal, in the 


moſt remote degree, in point of danger, to that which we are 
now. oppoſing ; a danger which threatened the whole of Europe, 
and was, in à partie manner, alarming to this country, as at- 
tacking the whole frame and fabric of its conſtitution and go- 
 verninent. In a fituation ſuch as this, will you not oppoſe 
ambition and anarchy, becauſe you difapprove the partition of 
Poland? Infamous, indeed, as was this partition of Poland, it 
was- not worſe than the laſt partition; and, was it, he would 
alk the opinion of gentlemen who come forward on 'the other 
- fide of: the Houſe, upon the prefent occaſion, that, after that 
partition, if this country ought to have conſidered any alliance 
with Ruſſia in the light which is now contended for: Here 
there was a cry of Hear! hear!] If you do not approve of all 
the meafures of the King of Pruſſia, or the Empreſs of Ruſſia, 
will you, on that account, refuſe to accept their aſſiſtance in a juſt 
and neceſſary war? A war neither begun nor carried on by this 
country for the purpoſe of interfering in the internal polity of 
France, or of eſtabliſhing in that country any form of govern- 
ment whatever. An object, therefore, the attainment whereof 
was not eſſential towards the termination of the war, on our 
2 however important it might he to the general interefts of 
uyope,—to the happineſs _ profperity of the French nation, 
and to the intereſt of this country in particular; and, in all 
theſe reſpects, he was free to confeſs, that it ſeemed to him of 
the bigheſt importance. It was ſurely, however, impoſſible to 
fx, that we ought not to co-operate to a juſt end with thoſe 
pawers with whom we are at preſent allied; and to _—_— | 
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by a vigorous proſecution of the war, to procure an honourable 
ad fe pea, and 2 reaſonable ſecurity for ourſelves and for the 
teſt of Europe. | SE pb l 
Mr. FOX faid, the Right Honourable Gentleman had at- 
tempted to defend the memorial on the only ground on which a 
defence could have heen expe&ed—on its want of any definite 
meaning. In his uſual mode of alluding to paſt tranſactions in 
the Houſe, he had charged his Honourable Friend with puttin 
off his motion for the purpoſe of taking new ground; althoug 
he knew that his Honourable Friend had put it off at the requeſt 
of friends who wiſhed to be preſent at the diſcuſſion, and who 
could not attend on the day for which he had firſt given notice, 
With reſpe& to the motives and feelings which the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman had taken the trouble of imagining for his 
Honourable Friend in making this motion, his Honourable 
Friend could have but one motive, his ſenſe of public duty ; and 
the Noble Lord whoſe conduct was the cauſe of it, could excite 
no feeling but of the moſt placid and moſt tranquil nature. The 
Right Honvtrable Gentleman had defended the memorial on 
the I of its meaning nothing at all, but he had not ven- 
tured to ſay, that it had no reference to the commiſſioners of the 
French Convention, put into the hands of the Auſtrians by 
Dumourier, on the hopes entertained of Dumourier's plan. 
The memorial ſaid, that theſe commiſſioners were in the fitua- 
tion to be ſubjected to the ſword of the law to what ſword—of 
what law ? To the ſword of any law which thoſe to whom they 
were delivered, not as priſoners but hoſtages, wy, ary wa for 
their execution ? If it meant to-the ſword of fome law to be re- 
vived or eſtabliſhed in France, why was not that qualification 
inferted in it? Lord Auckland's communication to the States 
General in September had never received the ſanction of the 
Houſe, and therefore the Houſe would be. guilty of no incon- 
ſiſtency in condemning it. The purport of that communication 
vas ſimply, that if an act, then generally apprehended and uni- 
erſally deprecated, ſhould be committed, the perpetrators of it 
yould not be ſheltered from the laws of their country in any of 
is Majeſty's dominions.—But what did my Lord Auckland? 
e, not as a meaſure of prevention, not as a warning to deter, 
ut on a principle of vengeance, obviouſly tending to provoke 
etaliation, and, in the very firſt inſtance, to yoga, the lives 
ff the ſurvivors of the royal family of France, ſugge ed ſubjeCt- 
ing to the ſword of the law perſons given as hoſtages for their 
atety, What was the motive of his Honourable Friend in 
moving to cenſure his conduct: To obtain the reprobation of 
the Houſe againſt making the war more bloody, and the conteſt. 
ore cruel. If the conduct of the French to Frenchmen had 
Vol. II. 10 excited 
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excited abhorrence; if they had ſhewn a, diſpoſition unjuſtly and | 
' wantonly to ſhed blood, now was the time for the Houſe to to 
ſhew deteſtation of their diſpoſition and their practice, by ex- tl 
_ .preflinig their deteſtation of this memorial. Another motive for | 
his Honourable Friend's motion was, to obtain a clear and ex- P. 
plicit declaration of the object of the war. The Right Honour- m 
able Gentleman had ſaid, that this was wholly unconnected with It 
the internal government of France; but at the ſame time he pt 
expreſſed a wiſh, that in making peace we might not have.to We 
treat with thoſe perſons who now exerciſed the powers of go- att 
vernment in that country. The real object, according to the ou 
Right Honourable Gentleman, was to obtain an indemnification wi 
for their unjuſt aggreſſion, and ſecurity for the peace of Europe ſca 
in future. From this he learned that indemnification and ſecu- the 
rity might, in the contemplation of the Right Honourable Gen- ref 
tleman; be gained from thoſe Malbeureux, whether wretches, or the 
unhappy perſons ; for to drive them from the government was 900 
not an ebje#, but a wi/h. With whom then, when the hour of ero 
negociation came, might we have to treat? With thoſe very but 
men whom, in our memorials and public acts, we were now ſtig- Ur 
matizing with every vilifying and opprobrious epithet, Hard | hate 
words he had always thought imprudent, more eſpecially when rep 
applied to perſons, of whom it was poſſible we might afterwards | oth 
have occaſion to ſpeak in very different terms. With thoſe very {po] 
' perſons the Right Honourable Gentleman had treated through oli 
M. Chauvelin, and had boaſted of ſending inſtructions to Lord flag 
Auckland to treat with them, even after the murder of the king. dec 
Would the Right Honourable Gentleman now refuſe to treat luti 
with them if an occaſion, conſiſtent with the avowed object of leat 
the war, ſhould offer? — No ſuch declaration would he venture very 
to make. Lord Auckland then, if he ſhould be continued in and 
His preſent ſituation, might be, from local circumſtances, the 7 ola 
moſt convenient perſon to employ to treat with them. But lie v 


what would the Frenchman ſay !—Suppoſing him to forget all 
the hard words, all the odious terms formerly applied to him, 
he would very naturally ſay What, treat with Lord Auckland 
No- He has declared he will hang me if he can catch me, and 
therefore I will not put myſelf in his power. The anſwer to all 
this was, that the paper was only the too ſanguine effuſion of 
imaginary ſucceſs, and meant only that, when a tribunal ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed in France agreeable to the fancy of the combined 
powers, the members of the Convention and the Executive 
Council would be ſubjected to the ſword of the law; the me- 
morial ought to have ſaid ſo; for it was giving but little encou- 
ragement to thoſe now in the exerciſe 92 government in France 
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to think of negociation, to tell them that to get hold of them, or 
their agents, and to hang them, was one and the ſame thing. 

His Honourable Friend had introduced the conduct of Ruſſia, 
pruſſia, and the Emperor, which the Right Honourable Gentle-- 
man had treated as having no connection with the ſubject. Was 
it indeed ſo immaterial . were engaged in a war on the uſual: 
principles of war, the cauſe aſcertainec and the object definite, 
we might indeed avail ourſelves of the aſſiſtance of powers ſor the 
attainment of that object, whole views were very different from 
our own,” But if, as the memorial implied, we were at war 


n with perſons, not with the nation, and had thrown away the 

15 ſcabbard, it was of great importance to conſider whether or not 

j- their object was the ſame as ours—whether, while our aim was 

- reparation and fecurity, theirs was not aggrandizement; whe- 

* ther, while we ſought only to remove certain \pefſons from the 

18 government of France, they did not look to the partition? Of 

ff crowned heads it was always his practice to ſpeak with reſpect; 

y but the actions of their cabinets were fair matter of diſcuſſion. 

- Under this qualification he had no difficulty in ſaying, that the 

d | hte conduct of Ruffia and Pruſſia was ten thouſand times more 

n reprehenſible than any part of the conduct of France towards 

Is other nations. Of the former partition of Poland he had never 

y ſpoken but in terms of reprobation ; but the preſent was more 

h odious than the former, inaſmuch as it was marked by the moſt - 

4 flagrant breach of faith, and the violation of the moſt ſolemn 

g declarations. Pruſſia, it was notorious, had encouraged the revo- 

it lution in Poland, and expreſſed the moſt decided approbation of 

of (eating the family of Saxony on the hereditary throne.— That 

re very revolution was now made the pretext for entering Poland, 

o | and forcibly ſeizing on Dantzic and Thorn. Ruſſia entered 

1e Poland, declaring that her only object was to reſtore the repub- 

it lic which the revolution had (averted ; and having gained poſ- 

I ſeſſion of the country, in contempt of all her former declarations, 

, the proceeded to divide it with Pruſſia and the Emperor. Strong, 

|| owever, as was his reprobation of ſuch conduct, he had never 

id ad that we ought on that account to reject a uſeful alliance 

Fl vith either of thoſe powers; but that while we profeſſed to be 

of gnting againſt one ſpecies of tyranny, we ought to be careful 

Id not to ſet up another tyranny more dangerous. What was the 

d an{wer to this? Declamation againſt the (horrid tendency of | 

2 French principles, the ſubverſion of all order, and the introduc- 

.. © ton of anarchy. When we argued againf principles, let us not b | 

A confine our view to the miſchiet they might occaſion, but con- 3 

ge ler alſo the probability of their being eltabliſhed.— Were three 
1 


or four maniacs to eſcape from Bedlam, and take poſſeſſion of a 
houſe, the miſchief they would do in it would probably be much 
. | IF 3. | greater 


| | 

1 
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| 

[ 
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greater than chat of as many robbers ; but people knew the im- 
| EY of their getting into that ſituation, and very properly 
_ guarded their houſes not againſt madmen from Bedlam, but 
againſt robbers. Juſt ſa was it with the probability of French 
prineiples gaining the aſcendency. Anarchy, if it could be in- 
troduced into elke nations, was in its nature temporary deſpo- 
tiſm, we know by fad experience, to be laſting. The preſent Em- 
peror was but little tried; but if, as generally happened, the 
yſtems of cabinets were more to be attended to than the charac- 
ters of princes, we had ſeen the cabinet of Vienna repeatedly 
promiſing to the Auſtrian Netherlands the reſtoration of their 
ancient conſtitution, and as often refuſing to, fulfil its promiſe; 
ve had ſeen the late Emperor promiſe that reſtoration under our 
uarantee as the price of their return to allegiance ; we had ſeen | 
N Fit refuſe it when he again got poſſeſhon; we had ſeen Lord 
Auckland proteſt againſt the refuſal, and afterwards moſt ſhame- 
fully accede to it; and we had ſeen the governors of the Nether- 
making their eſcape by one gate, while the French were 
entering at another, declare the reſtoration of that conſtitution ; 
as if the moment when they were compelled to reſign poſſeſſion, 
was the only fit moment for reſtoring the rights of thoſe whom 
they were ſent to govern, If, in all this, there were any 
ſymptoms: of good faith to give us confidence, the Prince of 
Saxe Cobourg's proclamations were ſufficient to deſtroy it all. 
In the conduct of the three courts we ſhould find all the crimes 
of France towards other nations committed in a more unjuſtifiable 
manner. But the Right Honourable Gentleman faid, theſe 
| were only topics to induce us to refuſe the aſſiſtance of thoſe 
courts. If the object of the war were diſtinct, we might indeed 
accept of their affiſtance with ſafety ; but while all was doubt | 
and uncertainty, how could we pretend to know what were 
their views, or what they expected as the price of their aſſiſt- 
ance? We were now aCting in concert with the dividers of Po- 
land. We ourſclves were the dividers of Poland; for while we 
were courting them to aid us in a war againſt French principles, 
Le aue them with the pretext, and afforded them the 
opportunity, of dividing Poland. We were the guarantees of 
Dantzic, of which Prufſia, our ally, had taken poſſeſſion. Said 
we not, when the French attempted the Scheldt, that we were 
=> R—_— the excluſive navigation of the Scheldt to the 
Du r "> T7 | (3 
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Pruſſia was the other ee but regarded guarantees as little 

as the Freuch, when Dantzic and Thorn were to be n 
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for the war was the da 


a 
Regard for the chriſtian, religion was one 2 


find them more 2 RE to the e peace of mankind 
of France. of gerring out of this 

ſituation was by agreeing to the addreſs, cenſuring Lord Auck- 

land, and thus convincing the other powers of Europe that we 


would not be parties to their plans for dividing kingdoms; It 


was indeed matter of great doubt whether or not peace for 
Europe could now be obtained for any great length of time; 
the encouragement we had given to the robbery of Poland 
might be expected to inflame the paſſions of avarice and am- 
bition.— There was however one nation, viz. Spain, which had 
a common intereſt with us, and with which he wiſhed to ſee a 
cordial union againſt the dangerous. aggrandizement_ of, the Im- 
pul courts and Pruſſia. our victories in the preſent war 
ad been obtained by their arms excluſively, and every. victor 
E freſh cauſe of jealouſy. To to the. addrels would 
have another good —it would fatisfy the people, that the 
reaſons for the war, and the pretext, were the ſame; and that 
there was not one language for the Houſe of Commons, and 
another for the Hague. VVV 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER cachined. 
that although indemnification for an unjuſt an, and 
future ſecurity, were the objects of the war, he did not mean to 
ſay, that if an opening for removing the perſons who now exer- 
eiſed the powers of government in France from that ſituation 
ſhould preſent itſelf, we were not to take advantage of it. 


4 
* 
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Mr. FOX fad, be underſtood the object of the war to be a 
ſtated; and the removal of the perſons who now exerciſed the 
powers of government in France to be only 3 wi/h. _ 


. 7 


Te queſtion being loudly called for, ſtrangers were ordered 


to withdraw : after which we underſtood that Mr. Curwen con- 


33 the Houſe on the effect of Mr. Sheridan's motion. 
e contended that the object of it was completely gained; that 
Lord Auckland's memorial had been in ſubſtance wel by 
the Miniſter; and the old ground of the war again brought for- 


ward. He therefore wiſhed much that Mr. Sheridan would not 


divide the Houſe. | | 1 ee 
Mr. SHERIDAN faid, it was indifferent to him whether the 
 Houfe divided or not. He certainly conſidered the main object 
he had in view as completely gained in the Miniſter's explicit 
diſavowal of the principles attempted to be introduced into the 
| W 4 6 0 Lord Auckland, which muſt have made peace im- 
IM WHITMORE inſiſted on taking the ſenſe of the 
Houſe, although ſeveral of the minority had gone away, ima- 
gining that there was to be no diviſion; becauſe, he faid, he 
pe no faith in any of the Miniſter's declarations. The 
uſe divided. VA | 
| Oe vn Ran ans 
Noes 


| : 1 n 
Adjourned at ten o'clock. | Te” 

. a 15 IK "APRIL 26. 1M 8 

Mr. STEELE moved, that the amendments made by the 
Lords in the bill for preventing traiterous correſpondence with 
France, 'which, by order, were to have been taken into con- 
fideration this day, ſhould be read on Monday next (the 29th.) 

Mr. CURWEN obſerved, that thefe. amendments h 
completely altered the nature of the bill, that though it pur- 
ported to be a bill for preventing traiterous correſpondence, it 
might be ſaid now to be a bill for encouraging it. Under this 
circumſtance he hoped the Houſe would feel that it was not un- 


reaſonable in gentlemen to wiſh that it might be printed, to 


the end that they might have the means of becoming more in- 
timately acquainted with its contents, When the bill was 
brought down from the Lords, he took the liberty of moving 
that it might be printed; a Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) whom he did not then ihe in his place, oppoſed the mo- 
tion, and with ſucceſs; but he truſted the Houſe would on 
re-conſideration ſee that it was not improper, and that it called 
for nothing which might not with great * 8 
— Ir. 


ad ſo 
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| Mr. STEELE replied, that the Houſe had ſome days ago 
withſtood a motion for printing the bill, on the ſpecific- ground, 
that che meaſure which it called „The 


for was not | 
| ſame preciſe ground exiſted ſtill, and no one reaſon had been 
aſſigned to ſhew that what the Houſe had at that period deemed 
unneceſſary, had ſince become —_— He therefore would 
not conſent to a propoſition this day, which in no one circum- 
ſtance was different from that which had been rejected when 
the (9 with the amendments was brought down from the 
Mr. CURWEN inſiſted that there was new ground for re- 
printing the bill, for he. had been aſſured by a Noble Lord, 
that the amendments had. completely changed the principle. 
Mr. M. A. TAY.LOR: faid, that if it was fit to print the 
bill when it came out of the committee of that Houſe, on ac- 
count of the material alterations which were made in it, it was 
equally fit that it ſhould be printed on its return from the 
Lords, where he underſtood that ſuch alterations had been made 
in it, that no one who had voted for it in the Houſe of Com- 
mons could know it again, or imagine it to be the ſame bill. 
If thoſe alterations were not put into the hands of the members, 
he wiſhed to know how they could give them all the conſidera- 
tion that was due to them. He preſumed it was not expected 
that every member ſhould apply to the Houſe of Lords for a 
copy of the amended bill; and without a copy of it, he could 
not conceive how gentlemen could properly digeſt the amend- 
ments, which he was informed were in their nature extremely 
important. ; | | ; 
Mr. CAWTHORNE ſaid, he was convinced that delay was 
the object of thoſe who wanted to have the bill printed; and 
as he conſidered delay as particularly dangerous in this caſe, he 
was determined to reſiſt any motion by which delay might be 
occaſioned, and therefore he would not conſent that the amend - 
ments ſhould be printed, - He was decidedly of opinion that the 
bill in queſtion was intimately. connected with the ſafety of the 
ſtate, and that to delay its — 5 into a law would be attended 
with imminent danger to the public. „ „ l oe nth; 
Mr. WHITBREAD ridiculed the opinion of the Honour - 
able Member, about delay being the object of the gentlemen 
| who wiſhed to have the bill printed; he ſaid that if the, Houſe 
would order the printing, copies might be delivered to the mem - 
bers before Monday; and therefore the charge of delay ought 
not to be brought againſt him and his Honourable Friends; the 
Honourable Member, if he wiſhed to deal out his cenſure im- 
partially, ought rather to have brought the charge dT ue 


2 
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Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Steele), who had thoted to 
N off till Monday next the oonſideration of a bill which the 
urable Member was of opinion could not be delayed with- 
out imminent danger to the nation. It was evident that the 
Honourable Member's zeal for the public good made him think 
that the greater obſcurity with which the bill paſſed, and the 
lefs was heard of it, the more effectually it would ptomote the 
Aae. ee ro] 
Mr. Stcele's motion was at laſt carried; but Mr. Curwen 
— then moved that the bill with its amendment ſhould be 


riated, when the Houſe divided, there appeared - 
r 267 17 0 

Be , | 
The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee on Browne's 
divorce bill, Mr. Hobart in the chair, MITES | 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR faid, there were ſome circumſtances 
in the caſe of Mrs. Browne which called for the confideration 
of the committee. He did not mean to fay that ſhe was not 
guilty of the crime-of adultery, but he thought it his duty to 
ay in extenuation of it, that her huſband had been abfent Fein 
her full ſeven in India, during which period he never once 
made her the leſt remittance for her ſupport: her diſtreſſes, 
therefore, rather than a vicious diſpofition, might have led her 
into thofe criminal exceſſes for which her huſband wiſhed now 
to be divorced from her. He underſtood ſhe was at that mo- 
ment corifined in Newgate for debt, and had been confined there 
for three years paſt; had ſhe been well adviſed, he preſumed ſhe 
| might, as a married woman or a femme couverte, have procured 2 
writ of ſuper/edeas, and recovered her liberty: however, that was 
not the point on which he roſe to trouble the committee, what 
he meant to propoſe was, that\ſome proviſion ſhould be made for 
this unfortunate woman out of her huſband's eſtate, which 
would enable her to procure the neceſſaries of life, and remove 
from her the greateſt of all temptations to wickedneſs—want and 
diſtreſs. The committee, he hoped, would be of opinion, that 
for one, or even many criminal acts a woman ought not to be 
left abſolutely deſtitute ; on the contrary, that a door ought 
to be left open to repentance. Major Browne, he was in- 
formed, had employments in the ſervice of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, which brought him in 20001. a year. What he meant to 
propoſe was, that a clauſe ſhould be inſerted in the bill for ſettling 
upon Mrs. Browne for her life, out of the eſtate of her hun. 
an annuity of Fol. This he was ſure the committee would not 
think an unreaſonable proviſion. He concluded by mov/ ng for 
leave to bring up a clauſe to that effect. The motion paſſed |} 
without oppolition ; the clauſe was brought up, read, and _ | 

| . . withou 
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| COMMITTEE in Am or evBLIc ckevrr. 0 
me THOMPSON reminded the Houſe, that when the 
| Chancellor of the Excliequer moved, yeſterday, for a committee, 
wo REY the Houſe the beſt means of ſupport to ſuch 
d ſtopped Ir not through want of ſuſheient 
Feder "4" dif demands upon them, but merely 
through a ſudden preſſure, he invited gentlemen 
to move for the adtion of i ee to 
that comfinittee. In conſequence of that invitation, he (Mr. 
Thompſon) had drawn up a lift of names, which he moved 
might be added to it. He then read over the liſt ; at the head of 
which was the name of William Baker, Eſq. There were 13 


or 14 names in all, among which was that of Sheridan. 


The SPEAKER faid, a queſtion mult be put on each name, 
1 * ꝶä and he began with that of Mr. Baker. 
YDER 22. erer 1 name \ conld u 


| be put upon any committee; in ob aan , therefore, to the mo- 


tion, he be that it might not that it was on 
account of the Honourable Sade who was the ſubject of 
it: he put it to the candour of the Houſe, whether, aſter a com- 
mittee had been appointed yeſterday, and had met and gone | 
through a great deal of buſineſs this day, it would be proper 
new members to it: he was convinced that ſuch a — 
ould occaſion delay in a caſe which called for the greateſt poſ- 


ſible diſpatch. On that ground, and on that alone, he lad he 


ould oppoſe the motion. 

Mr. SHERIDAN. remarked, that it was not a little extraor- 
mary, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer would have taken 
credit to himſelf, for having invited gentlemen to move for any 
addition to the committee which they ſhould deem uſeful ; and 
yet, that when an addition was propoſed, it ſhould meet with o 
poſition from that Right Honourable Gentleman's friends. T 
names which had been read were all, one only excepted (Mr. 
dheridan meant hisown), ſuch as could not fail to addto the wiſ- 
dom of the committee ; he thought the ground of 2 to 
them was by no means ſtrong; the committee, it was ſaid, had 
already met this day, and gone through much buſineſs, and any 
= of members ts ped Wh RC he was not of this 


opinion; if the committee had 3 much buſineſs, there 


were, no doubt, minutes of its proceedings, to which the new 


members might refer; he did not think, therefore, that any de- 
lay could be occaſioned by the adoption of the motion. Hows 
Vor, I. 3 ever, 


- * ® 
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ever, be fave no neceſſity for preſſing gentlemen to — "a 
which they appeared ſo woch 1e Aae, and and therefore he wo 155 | 


recommend it to his Honourable 5 jend not to inſiſt vpon lis 
2 Mrs i LW ho had this day ee committee 


motion, TINS SITES! OMB rats ee 


he ſaid, - ſhould give a 1 tive tothe — ily 

Mr. THOMPSON declared, chat nothing Key be farther 

m his intention than to-cmabarrats the committee, or .occaſion 
delay; his ſole object was, to add to its ſtock of knowledge and 
ability ſome very reſpectable country gentlemen and others, who 
could throw much light upon the ſubject referred to the com- 
mittee. Such being his view, he faid e did not think it proper 
to withdraw his motion. 

The SPEAKER at laſt put the queſtion c on Mr. Baker's 
name, which paſſed in the negative without a diviſion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, collecting from this the ren of the 
Houle, did not move any more names. 

e ee to the 2919. 


Aran 29. 


"On the motion for receiving the on on the Aſhb "els 

Zouch canal; an amendment was propoſed, that, inſtead of the 

word now, the words this day three months” be inſerted, | 
A debate took place, after which the Houſe divided. 

For the-amendment e ee e 

Againſt it 2 | 

"The bill was e loſt, | br} 3h 


END OF VOLUME 11. 
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